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Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member and other outside submissions for space and content.  If there 
is a reason to publish an article exactly as submitted please let us know.

SIXTH GEAR
STEVE WALLER 

PRESIDENT/EDITOR

It feels great to have a Roadrunner Region 
signature event back under our collective belt.  
That was the general sentiment after Roadrunner 
Roundup wrapped up successfully a couple 
weeks ago.  Without Roundup, the region lacked 
a show and shine Porsche event.  

A big thank you goes out to Lee and Kim 
Stauffacher for opening up their East Mountain 
property for our group.  Our first visit to their 
homestead took place last March.  Lee and Kim 
walked our group around the area to point out 
places where cars could be parked.  Lee is a man 
of talent and equipment so he assured us the 
venue would be as level as a foothills property 
could be.  On the Saturday of the event the 
hot temperatures had broken and the August 
monsoon had not yet moved in.  In a word-
perfect.

There was the familiar “Featured car” from 
Roundup’s past.  This year it was Harry Season’s 
1982 911SC back-dated to an early 70’s long 
hood.  It was a special feature since just a week 

before the car had earned second place at the 
prestigious WERKS Reunion Sports Purpose class 
in Monterey, Ca.  This was the first chance many 
Roadrunners had to see this restored beauty. 

The Roadrunners who put in the time and elbow 
grease included, Bruce Phillips, Mark Gordon, 
Steve Fallon, Stephen Jones, and Harry.  They 
branded the car “Built not Bought” at the 
Monterey show.  Congrats to Harry and all the 
members who brought this car to life.

The Roundup organizers suggested members 
bring a picnic lunch to enjoy under the pines.  
Nearly everyone did, and that added to the 
informal and fun social part of the event.  

Thanks to everyone who volunteered and helped 
organize the Roadrunner Roundup 2024.

At the new member social earlier this summer 
I met a 914 owner who expressed an interest 
in organizing a 914 and early air cooled car 
drive.  We’ve set it up and it will take place 
this Saturday…9/14 naturally.  Contact Leonard 
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Coloccia at lcoloccia4077@gmail.com.   I 
talked with another member about doing some 
background research into organizing a high 
performance driving event (HPDE) sometime in 
2025.  He had attended HPDE’s in the Alpine 
Mountain region and thought there would be an 
interest in Roadrunner region.  I’m not sure one 
has been held here for many years.  We’ll see if 
an HPDE could be added to the club calendar in 
2025. 

Also, coming up at the end of the month is a 
first time Roadrunner Oktoberfest.  Oktoberfest 
will kick off at Hops Brewery on north Fourth 
Street, on September 28th at noon.  Registration 
is open on Motorsportreg.com.  All of these 
events were suggested and are being set up by 
members.   Thanks for stepping up.

One fly in our club’s motor oil is the club’s 
relationship with Porsche of Albuquerque.  The 
dealer will not be hosting our Balloon Fiesta 
breakfast event this year.  There will be an 
event but the ownership has decided to make 
it a customer event, not a club event.  Thus, 
members may get an invitation if they are a 
current customer.  If you don’t get an invitation 
from P of A don’t just show up.  You will not be 
allowed to attend.  Members can decide for 
themselves if they get an invitation to attend or 
not.  If I get one I will not be attending.  We are 
currently looking for an alternative venue to host 
the event.  Stay tuned, we’ve got some practice 
in generating new events and new venues.  

I hope you enjoy this issue of Ramblings.

Steve Waller	 
ramblings@rrrpca.com

• Stock and performance 
engine building

• Alignments

• Suspension upgrades

• Corner weight and 
balance tuning OEM 
parts and accessories

• Transmission mods  
and rebuilding

• Maintenance for ALL 
daily drivers

• Two and four wheel 
dyno tuning available

Performance MotorCar 
InvestmentsPMCI

505-898-6487    1-800-437-PMCI    www.pmciinc.com

Need Special Service 
for your Porsche? 

FOR OVER 30 YEARS, WE HAVE BEEN NEW MEXICO’S ONLY 
INDEPENDENT PORSCHE ONLY SERVICE FACILITY.  

WE SPECIALIZE IN:

Trust our knowledge. We have a proven track record with FTD’s and track victories 
in Club and Vintage Racing. Call for your appointment today.  

- Russ Kelso, Owner

  FIND US ON FACEBOOK: PerformanceMotor CarInvestments

http://Motorsportreg.com
http://www.pmciinc.com/
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PCA Regions - USA and Canada

Region Name 	 Location
Alpine Mountain 	 Colorado Springs, CO

Carrera 	 El Paso, TX

Intermountain 	 Salt Lake City, UT

Llano Estacado 	 Amarillo, TX

Roadrunner 	 Albuquerque, NM

Rocky Mountain 	 Denver, CO

West Texas 	 Lubbock, TX

Meet Your Neighbors
 
The Roadrunner region of Porsche Club 
of America is a part of Zone 9. Zone 9 
encompasses all or parts of the states of 
Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas. The 
largest region by members is Rocky Mountain 
region, headquartered In Denver. The 
smallest region is Llano Estacado in Amarillo, 
TX. In fact, the Llano Estacado region is the 
smallest region in PCA. There are 147 regions 
across America and Canada.

Zone 9 Regions
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Please note:  During this time of social distancing due to COVID-19 in person board meeting will be suspended.  The meetings will be held either 
online or by phone conference call.  Any member can participate.  To gain access contact Roadrunner Region President George Watkins.

2024 CALENDAR
In 2024 the Board / membership meeting will be held online only via ZOOM.  
Any member can participate.  Contact Roadrunner Region President Steve 

Waller for access.   president@rrrpca.com.      The Wednesday lunches at the 
Owl Cafe start at 11:30am.

SEPTEMBER
Tuesday Sept 3 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Tuesday Sept 10 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Tuesday Sept 11 RRR Board meeting ZOOM

Wednesday Sept 12 RRR Wednesday lunch Owl Cafe / Albq

Saturday Sept. 14 914 Drive Tour Roots Farm Cafe / Tijeras

Tuesday Sept 17 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Saturday Sept 21 RRR Drive out East Mountains

Tuesday Sept 24 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Wednesday Sept 25 RRR Wednesday lunch Owl Cafe / Albq

Saturday September 28 Oktoberfest Hops Brewery / Albq

OCTOBER
Tuesday Oct 1 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Tuesday Oct 8 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Wednesday Oct 9 RRR Wednesday lunch Owl Cafe / Albq

Tuesday Oct 8 RRR Board meeting ZOOM

Saturday Oct 12 Chili Cookoff Waller Home

Tuesday Oct 15 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Saturday Oct 19 RRR Drive out Bobcat Pass/Eagles Nest

Tuesday Oct 22 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Wednesday Oct 23 RRR Wednesday lunch Owl Cafe / Albq

Saturday Oct 26 RRR Autocross Expo NM Fairgrounds

Tuesday Oct 29 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill
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NOVEMBER
Tuesday Nov 5 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Wednesday Nov 6 RRR Wednesday lunch Owl Cafe / Albq

Saturday Nov 9 RRR Autocross Location TBD

Tuesday Nov 12 RRR Board Meeting ZOOM

Tuesday Nov 12 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Tuesday Nov 19 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Wednesday Nov 20 RRR Wednesday lunch Owl Cafe / Albq

Tuesday Nov 26 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

DECEMBER
Tuesday Dec 3 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Wednesday Dec 4 RRR Wednesday lunch Owl Cafe / Albq

Tuesday Dec 10 RRR Board Meeting ZOOM

Tuesday Dec 10 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Sunday Dec 15 RRR Holiday Party Santa Ana Star Casino

Tuesday Dec 17 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Wednesday Dec 18 RRR Wednesday lunch Owl Cafe / Albq

Tuesday Dec 24 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

Tuesday Dec 31 Santa Fe Car lunch Capitol Grill

STEVE’S SCENIC DRIVE OUT
Roadrunners enjoy some cool fresh East Mountain air and join your touring Porsche besties on 

Steve Johnson’s Scenic drive.  This drive will explore the ups and downs and curves roads of the 
East Mountains.  It’s a whole new world east of the Duke City.

Here are the details:

When:  Saturday September 21, 2024
Where: Smith’s parking lot, Central and Tramway 

Time:  Arrive 9:00am, Drivers meeting 9:15, Depart 9:30.
Lunch:  Chili Hills Restaurant

Get ready to get outta town.

RSVP to Steve Johnson.  stevelee944@gmail.com
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photo by Wendy Wiehle
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(505)539-2045

“Balance disorders, dizziness, and unsteadiness can greatly 
impair our quality of life, regardless of age,” says Dr. Coltisor. 
She has made it her mission to be an expert when it comes to 
evaluating and treating patients with hearing loss and balance 
disorders and is passionate about improving her patient’s 
quality of life.

Meet Dr. Allison Coltisor

Mission: At National Hearing and Balance, our mission is to take a holistic 
approach to your hearing.

Vision: Our vision is rooted in our belief that every person deserves the 
opportunity to hear, communicate, and connect with the world around them.

Values: We are committed to providing personalized, compassionate, and 
comprehensive hearing and balance health care services that prioritizes the 
needs and wellbeing of each individual patient and their families.

http://www.hanswittlerauto.com/
https://nationalhearingandbalance.com
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ROADRUNNER ROUNDUP!ROADRUNNER ROUNDUP!
Porsches in the PinesPorsches in the Pines
STORY BY SOCIAL EVENT CHAIR BECKY SCHREIBER

PHOTOS BY ANN WALLER, STEPHANIE MORGAN, & TOM THOMPSON

What a fabulous day! The resurrection of the 
Roadrunner Round Up was so much fun.  The 
event was held at the home of Lee and Kim 
Stauffacher in Tijeras; and in the tradition of 
Dave Stinchcomb and Bruce Philips, Lee & 
Kim opened their beautiful property to 70 
gorgeous Porsches of all models on a perfect 
New Mexico summer day. Club members 
brought their own picnic lunches and set up 
their car rally chairs under the shade of the 
Ponderosa Pines, and enjoyed socializing with 
their fellow enthusiasts, meeting old friends 
and making some new ones. 

Steve Waller, club President, welcomed 
members and shared appreciation to Lee for 
his generosity in hosting this event.  He also 
thanked the volunteers who helped Lee get 
ready for Round Up.  We had about 15 cars 

from Santa Fe.  The drive on old route 66 from 
Albuquerque and the drive from Santa Fe 
along the Turquois Trail to get to Tijeras are 
both great roads. 

Harry Season shed a spotlight on a year-long 
labor of love to convert his model 1982 911 
SC Porsche into an early 70’s style long hood, 
with the help of his friends Bruce Philips, Mark 
Gordon, Steve Fallon, and Stephen Jones.  
The car won second place in its class at the 
WERKS Reunion in Monterey. Harry told the 
story with much appreciation, acknowledging 
that he could never have done it without 
the skills and persistence of his friends. He 
reckons that the group spent more than 2000 
man-hours; and is grateful that the friendships 
stood up to the test.
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Becky Schreiber, Social Chair, hosted a raffle 
to benefit the Veterans Integration Center 
in Albuquerque whose purpose is to enable 
Veterans and their families to achieve stable 
housing, financial security, and a renewed 
sense of community. PCA Roadrunner Region 
has selected VIC to support for this year. Items 
for the raffle are donated by members; and 
there were some good ones!  We are pleased 
to report that the Round Up raffle raised just 
over $1000 for the Center. Thanks to all of you 
who contributed generously for this worthy 
organization.

The Club’s Octoberfest is coming up Saturday, 
September 28, and The Chile Cook Off has 
been rescheduled for Saturday, October 12.  
Chris Marquez, 35 year veteran police officer 
and certified trainer, has offered to present a 
2-hour class in keeping safe in Active Shooter 
events.  He will also update us on new traffic 
laws. Watch for scheduling. 
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Your car can now be on your wall
Commission a completely custom painting of your Porsche

www.kolbedesigns.com

https://www.veritas-athena.com
http://www.kolbedesigns.com/
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OUTSTANDING DRIVE OUT TO  
LA VENTANA ARCH

STORY & PHOTOS BY BY RAUL PEÑA

The Roadrunners had an excellent drive out to 
the La Ventana Natural Arch. Our day included 
a stop at the Ranger Station in the El Malpais 
National Conservation Area where we saw an 
educational video of the area. The Ranger Station 
was a mini museum and an excellent source to 
better understand the geology and indigenous 
people of this area. We then made our way to 

La Ventana Natural Arch. The small hike to the 
arch and social time was enjoyable. The stop was 
also a great opportunity for photos and Porsche 
admiration. We then concluded the drive-out at 
the Great American Diner for lunch. Thanks to 
Steve Johnson for all his work and leadership that 
made this an enjoyable event.
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http://loidscollisioncenter.com/
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Verena Mahlow’s Book
Island of Dead Gods

BY LISA PEÑA

My husband Raul and I met Verena’s 
husband Alan at a Maverick (Dallas/Ft. 
Worth) Porsche Club event when they lived 
in Dallas. They moved to Santa Fe at the 
end of last year and then we met Verena. 
They are lovely people and we have enjoyed 
getting to know them. Verena has some very 
impressive credentials that you’ll note on 
the author page attached. When I found out 
she wrote a novel, I couldn’t wait to get it on 
Amazon to read it. Below is my review.

Verena Mahlow wrote a compelling, highly 
entertaining story with her novel: Island 
of Dead Gods. I really enjoyed everything 
about this book. Exotic island location, 
murder mystery, love story, friendship and 
betrayal are only the start! Since Verena lived 

on the island of Ibiza off and on for years, 
she has the insider knowledge to weave 
in the history and mythology of the place, 
as well as drawing you into its culture and 
beauty.

The book is thought provoking and a timely 
commentary on issues such as gender 
inequality. The plot thickens when the 
activities of a secret brotherhood of wealthy 
men and a group of women worshipping the 
goddess Tanit come into focus. Lots of plot 
twists that will keep you guessing until the 
end, I highly recommend this book. 

I hope you get a chance to meet Verena and 
Alan at a Roadrunner event soon.



30 ROADRUNNER RAMBLINGS SEPTEMBER 2024



31ROADRUNNER RAMBLINGS SEPTEMBER 2024



32 ROADRUNNER RAMBLINGS SEPTEMBER 2024

JANE AND TOMMY… HALF A 
CENTURY OF PORSCHE FUN!

STORY BY LILIA CHACON, PHOTOS COURTESEY OF JANE AND TOM THOMPSON

Sometimes life imitates art. But first we have 
to be willing to call romantic comedies an art 
form, and, for the purposes of this RoadRunner 
Ramblings interview, we are. Jane and Tommy 
Thompson are a long-time Porsche couple 
with the greatest meet-cute story this side of 
“Sleepless In Seattle”. 

You could call it “Driven To Attraction”. 

“Jane bought her first 914 new in 1970. She 
was driving it when I parked next to her in 
a Philadelphia-area hotel parking lot,” says 
Tommy. “It was June 8th, 1976, about 5:15 in 
the afternoon, but who’s counting?”

Jane and Tommy Thompson have been two-
for-the road ever since that fateful keep-it-
between-the-lines rendezvous 50 years ago, 
although Tommy notes that it took a while for 
him to convince Jane they were right for each 
other. They are two of the most active and 
longest-standing Porsche Club members in the 
Roadrunner Region and other cities. Both are 
retired now and have been motor car enthusiasts 
since they were old enough to mash a clutch 
pedal.
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RR: Before we talk about your car life ... what 
other lives do you lead?

T and J: Both of us are retired from business 
careers. Tommy retired as a CPA and corporate 
executive in 2010. Jane taught sixth grade for a 
few years and then spent 23 years in an award-
winning career selling Yellow Pages advertising. 
She retired in 2001.

RR: And now you’re both cruising in the slow 
lane?

T and J: Heck no! Today, Tommy volunteers 
for the SCORE Association, a small business 
coaching organization where he mentors 
entrepreneurs who want to buy or sell businesses. 
He volunteers for KUPR-FM, a community radio 
station in Placitas, and for New Mexico Newsline, 
a reading service for the blind and disabled. 
He plays baritone saxophone in the Rio Grande 
Symphonic Band. He cycles in the summer, skis in 
the winter and takes photographs along the way. 

Jane spends her time traveling with Tommy, 
exercising with her sizeable group of friends, and 
exploring new crafts such as tinsmithing and fine 
cuisine. She also manages our timeshares, which 
we use to travel new places and visit friends 
across the country and the world.

RR: Was there anyone who was a car influence in 
your lives?

T and J: Jane’s cousin Jack Hattendorf owned 
a Jaguar XK-150 for several years when she was 
young. That spurred her interest in sports cars. 
Her father also owned a ’62 Thunderbird for a 
while. In college she ogled a professor’s Karmann 
Ghia for its lovely lines. She owned a Plymouth 
Barracuda for a few years before buying her first 
Porsche, a white 1970 914.

RR: That Barracuda was an iconic car with that 
huge wrap around rear window. Did you know 
Plymouth wanted to call it the Panda? We 
digress…
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T and J: Tommy doesn’t remember a time when 
he wasn’t crazy about sports cars generally, and 
Porsches in particular. His first passions were 
356s, then 911s. His interest was “home-grown”, 
so to speak, since his school teacher parents 
weren’t really into cars.

RR: Other than Porsche, any other cars you 
owned that were special?

T and J: Tommy’s first car after college 
was a used 1973 Datsun 240Z. He loved the 
performance, but hated the rust. 

Other “family” cars have included a Saab 99 
EMS sports sedan, an Audi 4000 “5+5”, a pair 
of VW GTIs, a VW Jetta GLI, and a series of Audi 
sedans, culminating in a souped-up 2015 Audi 
Allroad. That was replaced last February with a 
2024 Porsche Macan.

RR: So it’s true that Allroads lead back to 
Porsche! What was the first Porsche you 
purchased?

T and J: Our first Porsche bought together was 
a 1968 911 Targa we got in 1978. Since then, 
we’ve owned two 944s, both of which are still in 
the family, two 911 Carrera 3.2 Targas, a 2007 
Cayman “S”, and recently that 2024 Macan I 
mentioned earlier.

RR: Tommy had a pretty hairy story of survival in 
that Datsun 240Z.

T and J: One night in 1975 Tommy encountered 
a white-out of a blizzard while driving from New 
York City to his hometown of Lake Placid, NY, 
some 287 miles north. The “Z” car confidently 
fish-tailed through up to 7” of new, unplowed 
snow for more than 70 miles at one point in the 
trip.
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RR: Other indelible car memories?

T and J: For Jane, it was the time a policeman 
tried to give her a ticket for parking the 914 the 
wrong way on a one-way street. He mistook the 
rear of the car for its very similar-looking nose. 

RR: Any other interactions with law enforcement 
regarding your rate of travel?

T and J: Tommy got two speeding tickets in the 
first month of owning his 240Z. He’s gotten two 
or three others over the past 45 years. Jane has 
gotten just one speeding ticket, for passing a 
much slower-moving car towing a trailer back in 
the 1980s.

RR: Is there a new model Porsche that would 
look good in your garage?

T and J: There is, and it’s there now. We bought 
a “used” 2024 Macan 4-cyl, formerly a dealer 
demonstrator, late last winter. As to fantasies of 
“new” models? Sure! A new Lava Orange GT3 
would look great in the garage! Jane would be 
thrilled if that GT3 were white, with a Targa roof 
and a bright red leather interior.

RR: You’re going to need his and hers garages. 
How long have you been in the Roadrunner 
Region?

T and J: Jane will mark 50 years of PCA 
membership next spring. Fourteen of those 
years will have been in Roadrunner Region, 
32 in Hudson-Champlain Region, and the rest 
scattered among Florida Citrus and Chesapeake 
Regions. Tommy joined when they married in 
1978. 

“Dragged in, kicking and screaming”, is how he 
describes it. Jane says she told him, “I learned to 
ski on the honeymoon for you. You can come to 
a Porsche Club meeting.” She also notes, “He’s 

far exceeded my expectations for participation.” 
Tommy’s membership is split between 13 years in 
RR Region so far, and 32 in Hudson-Champlain.

RR: Do you attend Porsche Parade or other big 
car events?

T and J: We’ve attended 8 Parades, most 
recently Monterey in 2014. We have firm plans to 
attend Oklahoma City next year and Lake Placid 
(Tommy’s home town) in 2026.

But wait, there’s more! We’ve done numerous 
High Performance Drivers Ed events including 
the PCA Zone I 48 Hours of Watkins Glen 
and many events at Lime Rock Park.  Tommy 
attended one SWMotorSports driver education 
event here at Sandia Speedway shortly after 
we moved here. He also completed the PCA 
National HPDE Instructor program after several 
years as a designated Zone I Driver Instructor.

You might have seen us volunteering or 
attending most Roadrunner Region Fiesta New 
Mexico events since moving to the Region. 
Tommy also emceed the 356 Registry’s West 
Coast Holiday in Santa Fe a few years ago.

We’ve also been active in the nuts-and-bolts of 
Region governance in Hudson-Champlain and 
since moving to RR in late 2010. During the 
1980s, we held several officer and committee 
chair positions in Hudson-Champlain Region. 
Here in New Mexico, Tommy has served a term 
on the RR Board and been active in planning 
and volunteering for Treffen Tamaya in 2018. 
He has also contributed photography to the 
RR Ramblings newsletter and presented a Tech 
Session on Concours car preparation.
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RR: Any advice for new members of the club?

T and J: Yes. Jump in with both feet! While 
PCA is for people with fine cars, it’s as much 
about the people as the cars! 

We’ve come to know so many wonderful people 
through our membership, some of whom we 
met as long as 46 years ago. Our lives have 
diverged over time, but we still have Porsches 
and many other interests to keep us happily 
engaged.

As much as you give, you will find you get 
more back in new friends, new ways of using or 
looking at your car, and new things to challenge 
your mind and hands.

RR: Thanks Tommy and Jane for showing 
us how to get the most from cars and club 
membership as you motor down life’s highways 
together. 
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http://ultimateperformancenm.com
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Introducing CLUB RACER!
New design and format for PCA Club Racing’s print and online magazine
Club Racing News is now CLUB RACER! The new format will continue as the official publication 
of PCA Club Racing and is published quarterly. Each edition includes Porsche racing news, club 
information, and feature stories about PCA members you may know. And you do not have to be 
a PCA Club Racer to enjoy the magazine! Print subscriptions are also available for only $20!

Take a look: www.pcaclubracing.org/clubracer
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Drive your wealth forward with us
Choose a team with over 100 years of combined experience, including:

• Tailored wealth strategies to match your fi nancial path

• Exclusive and private service with the attention to detail you expect

• Dynamic investments keeping your portfolio as responsive as your car

• Saving strategies to optimize your wealth and minimize tax liabilities 

• Legacy planning to secure your achievements for generations

Excellence in every gear

Investment and insurance products offered through RBC Wealth Management are not insured by the FDIC or any other federal 
government agency, are not deposits or other obligations of, or guaranteed by, a bank or any bank affiliate, and are subject to 
investment risks, including possible loss of the principal amount invested. 
RBC WM fi nancial advisors do not provide tax or legal advice. 

© 2024 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, registered investment adviser and Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC.  24-AL-00995 (04/24)

6301 Uptown Boulevard N.E., Suite 100
Albuquerque, NM  87110

(505) 872-5962 | sam.bergamo@rbc.com

us.rbcwm.com/ebylteam

Eckelman, Bergamo, 
Yablonsky, Lamm Team

AUTOCROSS

http://us.rbcwm.com/ebylteam


41ROADRUNNER RAMBLINGS SEPTEMBER 2024

Who would have guessed that autocross in mid-
August was cooler than in June or July!  It was 
summer, but the temperatures were (only) in 
the mid-nineties, and we were blessed with an 
overcast sky and a few breezes to make it feel 
cooler. Three first-time autocrossers came out 
and it only took them one lap with an instructor 
to show us they knew what to do and place very 
competitively in their classes. Congratulations to 
Kathy, Derek and Jayden!

There were 31 drivers, 312 runs 
and the average time for all laps 
was 41.191 seconds.  Jim Garton 
had designed a short course so 
overall raw scores (that is, not by 
class) in many cases were very 
close. Fastest time of the day 
was 35.640 seconds, by Paul D in 
his over-25-year-old Porsche 993 
C4S. Fastest times by class are 
reported below.

Our next autocross will be at EXPO NM on 
October 26. (The State Fair midway will occupy 
our venue in September.) The weather should be 
much cooler, and we expect we will have a great 
turnout to drive and to watch. Hope to see you 
there then!

AUTOCROSS
EVELYN WATKINS 
AUTOCROSS CHAIR

Photo by Mike Courtney
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--P02 Pro ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1   	 Paul D   	 Porsche 993 C4S	 35.640          
-- P03 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1  	 Alan l      	 Porsche 911	 37.931                       
 2	 John W     	 Porsche Boxster S          40.392            (2.461)    
-- P04 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1	 Russell J     	 Porsche Cayman GTS	 36.048                       
 2	 Audrey L     	 Porsche Cayman GTS	 37.823            (1.775)    
 3	 Ivan S	 Porsche 911 GTS	 38.198            (0.375)    
 4 	 Kathryn M   	 Porsche 718 Cayman GTS	 39.265            (1.067)    
 5	 Evelyn W    	 Porsche Boxster Spyder	 39.383            (0.118)    
 6	 Roland W    	 Porsche Boxster S	 41.173            (1.790)    
-- P05 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1	 George S     	 Porsche 718 Cayman GT4	 38.329                       
 2 	 Tori G       	 Porsche GT3 touring	 39.107            (0.778)    
-- M01 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1	 Damian K	 Porsche Cayman S	 36.167                       
 2 	 Scott W      	 Porsche 911 Carrera 3.2	 41.447            (5.280)    
-- X01 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1	 Brian D      	 Mazda MX5 Miata	 36.402                       
 2 	 Jim G      	 Mazda MX5	 36.435            (0.033)    
 3 	 MaryLou H   	 Mazda MX-5	 37.020            (0.585)    
 4 	 David H     	  Corvette C7	 38.001            (0.981)    
 5 	  George W    	 Caterham SV	 38.166            (0.165)    
 6  	 Matthew W 	 Mini Cooper S	 38.173            (0.007)    
 7  	 Derek H     	 Subaru WRX TR	 38.370            (0.197)    
 8  	 RonJo C     	 Cadillac CT4V Blackwing	 40.237            (1.867)    
 9 	 Ken R      	 Hyundai Kona N	 40.397            (0.160)    
10 	 Matt M      	 Ford Mustang GT	 41.302            (0.905)    
11 	 Jayden McD	 Toyota Celica GT	 41.374            (0.072)    
12 	 Nathaniel M 	 Honda Civic Si	 42.312            (0.938)    
13 	  Melanie D   	 Mazda MX5	 42.363            (0.051)    
14 	 Cara B     	 Subaru BRZ	 42.504            (0.141)    
15	 Kenneth M   	 Ford Mustang GT	 42.879            (0.375)    
16 	  Dominic C   	 Mazda Miata	 43.150            (0.271)    
17	 Leo H     	 Honda S2000    	           45.453            (2.303)    
-- X02 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1 	 Michael C     	 Porsche Cayman GT4	 36.318                       
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Selling your Porsche or Porsche parts or accessories? 
The Mart is the best solution!
Mart shoppers are PCA members who know Porsches, know what they’re looking at, and are serious, 
ready, willing, and able buyers — not tire kickers. Because PCA members take care of their Porsches, 
vehicle quality in The Mart is better than other websites. And these are not anonymous buyers and 
sellers, they are registered PCA members.

The Mart is one of the most visited parts of PCA.org, recording over 650,000 page views per month. 
In addition to your online Mart ad, you get a summary version of your ad in Porsche Panorama.

It’s a free benefit of membership — there is no charge to place an ad in The Mart!

VISIT:  mart.pca.org
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Interested in Porsche market trends?
Sign up for PCA’s free monthly e-newsletter, Mart Fresh News!
The Porsche Club of America features news, videos, and information about the current 
market for used Porsches in the monthly Mart Fresh News email newsletter.
Mart Fresh News also highlights a variety of Porsche listings from PCA’s Mart Classifieds. 
When you find a vehicle in The Mart, you can be assured that it’s been cared for by a 
registered PCA member — not some anonymous seller.

SIGN UP FOR MART FRESH NEWS TODAY: www.pca.org/newsletter-signup
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Just like your Porsche, your plumbing deserves the best care and attention. At
Steward's Plumbing, we bring the same level of precision and excellence to

your home’s plumbing that Porsche brings to the road. Trust us to keep
everything running smoothly.

505-461-1914505-461-1914
www.s t eward sp l umb ing . com

NM License #30539 LP #34984

For Easy Online Scheduling!

FREE
INSPECTION
WITH ANY SERVICE

https://stewardsplumbing.com
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Win a Porsche with PCA’s member-only raffles!
Twice a year, many PCA members get a surprise announcement!
Discover an incredible benefit of PCA membership: the opportunity to take part in PCA’s 
semiannual raffle. Members can buy entries for a chance to win a brand-new Porsche.  
The fall raffle is on the horizon, with the anticipation of multiple winners.  

Stay tuned to pca.org for raffle dates and details!

Scan QR Code to  
see the Spring  
2024 Winners
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NEW MEXICO’S WHEEL ALIGNMENT EXPERTS

• State of the art Hunter alignment equipment
• Factory or custom alignment settings
• Race or Street Race options including aftermarket 

adjustments, chassis weights and corner balancing
• Stability control reset

SCHEDULE ONLINE OR CALL US:
(505) 738-8503     chetswheelalignment.com

7815 Menaul Blvd NE , Albuquerque, NM 87110

Killer Color
Buy directly from the cutter.
Our experience delivers the best 
color and flash from a gemstone.

The Cutter’s Bench
Bruce Furst 

505-898-7848 
thecuttersbench@hotmail.com

http://www.petroglyphhome.com/
http://www.chetswheelalignment.com/
mailto:thecuttersbench%40hotmail.com?subject=
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SEPTEMBER 2024

MEMBERSHIP
ROLAND WIELE 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

As Membership Chair I would like to welcome new 
and transferred in members to the Roadrunner Region. 
A schedule of upcoming events can be found on the 
Roadrunner website at www.rrrpca.com. We encourage 
you to join in the fun.  

Roadrunner Region PCA member badges are available 
for purchase and can be ordered at rrrpca.com. They are 
$20.00 each, including shipping and handling.

Total Primary Members	 504		
Affiliate Members	 322		
Total Region Membership	 826		
Test Drive Participants	 4 
Test Drive Conversions	 0 
PCA Juniors	 19 
Renewals	 30 
Late and deleted renewals	 4	
	

PCA National Membership: 
Primary Members	 106,343 
Affiliate Members	 55,725 
Lifetime Members	 23 
Total	 162,091

New Members:
Panayioti Kitsos – Albuquerque – 2021 Macan GTS 

New Test Drive Participants:

Transfers In:
Len Coloccia/Linda Pellitteri – Edgewood – Northern New Jersy – 
1974 914 1.8 
William L. Moon – Albuquerque – Heart O’ Dixie – 1983 911 SC

Tranfers Out:

Lapsed:
Joseph Cecchi
Deborah Gooch
Peter F. Kempf
Stephen L. LaMora
Thomas W. McBurnie
Robert H. Metchick
Randy E. Moore
David P. Olson
Bruce Onofrey
Robert Rymer
Robert A. Schneider
Janice Swope
Mark L. Vollinger
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Delivering Porsche technical 
content directly to your screens
PCA’s Tech Tactics Live is an online extension of our 
biannual in-person Tech Tactics events. Hosted on 
YouTube, we cover various topics, including Porsche's 
newest models, DIY projects, and engaging technical 
discussions. Viewers have the opportunity to interact 
with the host and guests. Episodes are geared for experts 
and casual enthusiasts alike.

SEE VIDEOS:  www.youtube.com/porscheclubofamerica
SUBSCRIBE TO PCA’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL TODAY!
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SUBSCRIBE TO PCA’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL TODAY!

www.youtube.com/porscheclubofamericawww.youtube.com/porscheclubofamerica

Tech Tips from Pedro

CLUNK! …

http://www.owlcafealbuquerque.com/
http://pedrosgarage.com/
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Tech Tips from Pedro

CLUNK! …
by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA

A clunk is very different from a tick, which has 
noting to do with a hiss, a click, a squeal, a knock, a 
pop a rattle or a bang.

All of the above are sounds that you don’t want to 
hear coming from your beloved Porsche.

But if you do, we’ll try to steer you in the right 
direction.

There are hundreds of different sounds a car can 
make.  Some good, others not so much.

Also, please keep in mind that a bad component 
may make more than one sound, and what I 
describe as a clunk, you may think it’s a knock.

It’ll be difficult trying to verbally describe the 
sounds, but here we go….

Clunk: 
That’s the most common one and usually comes 
from the front end.

If it happens when driving on bad roads it’s usually a 
ball joint that’s worn.  

Ball joints have a flexible dust boot to protect the 
joint.  When the boot tears it can allow grease to 
escape and road grime to come in doing damage to 
the joint.

Usually the drop links are the first to go, but control 
arms, trailing arms, steering arms, etc., all have ball 
joints that wear out with time and mileage.

If it happens when driving over bumps, it could be 
an issue with the suspension, such as a bad upper 
strut mount or even a bad strut itself (it happened 
to me recently).

If it happens when you’re turning a corner, it could 
be a problem with the steering rack, or a worn out 
wheel bearing.

Squeak: 
I mention squeaking here because many times it’s a 
precursor to clunking.  If your car starts squeaking 
when the suspension is depressed, it may be one 
or more of the ball joints that has dried out and is 
letting you know.  If you determine which one it 
is check the condition of its dust boot.  If intact, 
you can try to inject some lubricant (high quality 
lithium grease) into the boot with a syringe or with 
an aerosol straw tube.  If it quiets down you know it 
need replacement soon.
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Tick-Tick-Tick: 
So many things can tick!

Generally ticking sounds are heard coming from the 
engine itself.

First check if the ticking varies with engine speed 
or car speed.  That’ll tell you if it’s coming from the 
engine as you rev it with the clutch in or if it’s from 
the drivetrain as you accelerate.

The fuel injectors (all 6 of them) can tick quite 
loudly.

The lifters, especially if the oil level is low can tick-
tick-tic.

A shredding poly-ribbed belt can tick as it goes 
around.

Believe it or not, a very loud, metallic sounding tick 
an also be caused by a loose sparkplug.

If you can get the car on a lift, with the engine 
running, try to determine the general area where 
the ticking is coming from.  The best listening 
device I use is a long screwdriver.  Place the butt 
end against your ear and touch with the tip where 
you want to listen.  You’ll be surprised hat a great 
stethoscope it is.

Knock-knock: 
If you can hear knocking sounds from your engine, 
get it checked out ASAP, something could be 
seriously wrong.  A knowledgeable technician can 
tell you if it’s serious or can be easily fixed.

What’s generally called engine knocking really 
sounds more like clattering and is generally due to 
using a lower gasoline octane rating than what’s 
recommended.  On high compression engines, 
you need to use high octane to avoid pre-ignition 
and knocking which can damage the engine.  
Fortunately most modern Porsches have automatic 
knock sensors that will retard timing to avoid pre-
ignition (but you will lose power).

Bang!, Pop!: 
A loud bang, like a gunshot, is usually a backfire.  
Backfiring happens when unburnt fuel comes out 
of the engine and gets ignited in the exhaust pipe.  
This could be due to a vacuum or exhaust leak or a 
problem with one of the catalytic converters.

The bang can also happen in the intake at the 
throttle body and could indicate an issue with the 
fuel and or the ignition system, caused by a blocked 
fuel filter, bad spark plugs or damaged catalytic 
converter.

Grinding or whirring: 
If the grinding happens when shifting, you probably 
have an issue with a synchro in the transmission 
which makes your gears not mesh at a synchronized 
speed and therefore grind.  

A dried-out CV Joint (drive axle) or a failing wheel 
bearing can also grind quite loudly.

If you hear grinding while applying the brakes, your 
brake pads are probably worn or you may have 
some debris caught between a disc and its pad.

Hissing: 
A vacuum leak while accelerating makes a loud hiss.

A fluid leak getting onto a hot engine surface and 
also hiss.

Rattling: 
Rattles under the car means that something is loose 
and making noise as it vibrates.  Generally a heat 
shield in place over the catalytic converters is one of 
the most common culprits.  They are mounted with 
hardware that deteriorates in time and allow them 
to vibrate and create rattling.
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Whistle (Coke bottle whistle): 
A very distinct and loud “coke bottle” whistle is 
most likely the air-oil separator (AOS). If the inside 
membrane tears, it can create this unique sound.

Roar: 
Most of our cars produce a beautiful roar as we 
accelerate (some call it the symphony in flat-6) but 
if your exhaust note changes all of the sudden to 
a loud roar, something happened to the exhaust 
system.  The exhaust manifold may have cracked 
or one of the gaskets is allowing exhaust to freely 
escape.  The muffler may be damaged or an exhaust 
pipe clamp could have rusted out and become 
loose.

Squeal: 
A loud squeal when you rev the engine, especially 
when cold, is one of the easiest to diagnose.  The 
belt is most likely loose and slipping on the pulley.  
It could be worn and in need of replacement, or the 
tensioner pulley may have lost its tension.

If the squeal is coming from the wheels without 
using the brakes, you probably have some debris 
between the disc and the backing plate.  If it 
happens when applying the brakes, then your brake 
pads may be worn out….

… and, if it’s coming from your tires, back off the 
gas pedal!

For more information on silent Porsches and more, 
please visit my website: www PedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche’ing,

Pedro 
© 2022 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com

We Need Your Photos  

and Stories!

Ramblings is always looking for PCA   
members’ contributions!  Got anything you 
think might be interesting?  
Send it in to Ann Mulhern at  
ann@mulhernadvertising.com 
We’d love to see it!

mailto:ann@mulhernadvertising.com
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505.484.2789 • PositiveEnergySolar.com

SAVE MONEY &
MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

Lower energy costs provide 
immediate & future Savings

Great investment with returns 
rivaling stocks, without the volatility

Government incentives 
available - up to 40% of 
system cost!

Protect the environment & leave a habitable planet for future generations

Increased home value

Why Should You Go Solar THIS YEAR?
Solar energy has never been more popular—and it’s no wonder why.  With energy prices 
growing more expensive every year, and other traditional investments becoming even 
riskier, more people are turning to solar to save money and protect the environment!

Get a free solar property analysis & consultation today!

http://www.positiveenergysolar.com/
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Please call us for a conversation and appointment.  505-247-9771  ivsabq.com 
312 Kinley Ave NW, Albuquerque, NM 87102   M-F 7:30am – 5:30pm
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Welcome to IVS ABQ:
Independent Vehicle Service.
IVS ABQ local Master Technicians make maintenance 
of your ride a gratifying process. We love Porsches, 
and we use only Genuine Porsche and OEM parts to 
optimize performance, handling, and driver safety.

Superior Customer Service.
Our customers come first. We treat every owner 
with respect, fairness and dignity, and communicate 
the details, clearly. Our Porsche Team is committed 
to delivering you a superior automotive experience. 

Prompt attention to every Porsche. 
We want to get you back on the road, quickly. From 
intake with your CSR to diagnosis, dialog, expert 
service and verification, we’re focused and e�cient. 

Expert attention to every detail.
Every detail from superior maintenance and repair of 
your Porsche, to performance updates, and the finest 
auto reconditioning services including detailing, paint 
correction, and GYEON certified ceramic coating. 

PE
RF

EC
T

AUDI    BMW    LEXUS    MERCEDES BENZ    MINI COOPER    PORSCHE    TOYOTA    VOLKSWAGEN    VOLVO

 PERSONALIZED AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES IN ALBUQUERQUE FOR EVERY  
 GENERATION OF PORSCHE. WE WILL NOT VOID YOUR WARRANTY.

I V S  S P OT L I G H T :

PORSCHE

PERSONALIZED CARE FOR YOUR PORSCHE  505-247-9771

http://ivsabq.com/
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http://www.fourseasonscleaning.com/

