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Porsche Albuquerque
8900 Pan American FWY NE
(505) 821-4000
porschealbuquerque.com
Service Hours M - F 7:30AM - 5:30PM
Sat 8:00 AM - 4:00PM
Appointments recommended.

©2020 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of trac laws at all times.
European model shown. Some options may not be available in the U.S. * Valid membership card must be displayed to receive discount.

With knowledge comes power. 
Speed, agility, and efficiency, too.  
 
Porsche Club of America members who display their current membership card at  
the time of write-up will enjoy membership privileges on their repair labor charges.  
We recognize you have a choice when servicing your Porsche and appreciate your  
loyalty to porsche Albuquerque. 
 
 Porsche Genuine Parts and Service.*
Only at your local authorized  Porsche dealer.
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Top Down
George Watkins
Region President

I hope everyone is well.  It is so hard to write this with 
no club activities to talk about. As we move slowly 
toward May 15th (the end of the current stay at home 
restrictions) one can only guess what the next phase will 
be. Will social distancing and group size restrictions be 
the norm for the summer?  I do not know. I certainly 
hope not! We need to get Meet and Greets, Drive outs, 
Tech Sessions and Autocross going again. 

As we look forward to getting back to normal, the 
Region needs your help. We always need ideas and 
volunteers. The Region is still looking for a Social 
Chairperson and a Tech Session Chairperson. I was 
recently asked by a returning member if now was a good 
time to join PCA, even though there are no activities. 
My response was that there was never a better time to 
join! Volunteer now, pitch in and help us get back to 
normal as soon as possible. 

Speaking of stepping up, Board Member at Large 
Charles Mendez and Membership Chair Marc Schwartz 
have teamed up to create a virtual tech session for 
Saturday, May 23rd.  Charles is one of the original 
Sebring Hall of Fame inductees and the presentation 
will be about Charles’s international racing career.  I 
am looking forward to it. Please see the additional 
information in this issue of Ramblings. Don’t miss this 

one. This was a great idea and will be a great experience. 
On this note, if anyone has ideas for other tech sessions 
or other virtual events, please let us know.  

As Evelyn (Autocross Chair) and I talk about how to 
get events started again if restrictions such as social 
distancing and group size remain in place, we realize 
that we may need to be a lot more creative in how we 
run events. We need your thoughts and ideas as we move 
forward.  

As I work on my projects in the garage, I wonder what 
everyone has been doing during the stay at home order. 
I have been trying to get some house and car projects 
done so I will be ready when we get the green light to 
start having activities.  Let us know what projects you 
are working on. I am sure there are some really great 
Porsche projects going on around the Region that would 
be of interest to everyone in the group. You, too, could 
be in Ramblings. 

Stay safe and watch the email blasts and calendar for 
future activities. 

George Watkins 
president@rrrpca.com
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Fifth Gear
        Steve Waller
             Editor

Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member and other outside submissions for space and content.  If there is a reason to 
publish an article exactly as submitted please let us know.

You know, it could be worse.  I’m referring of course to 
the current stay at home, social distancing world we are 
currently experiencing.  I mean, the Roadrunner Region 
could be a group of golfers, or a club of card players, or 
even a group of folks who enjoy going to Albuquerque 
Isotopes games.  
But we’re a car club.  That means we could have loads of 
solitary fun in our garages playing with our cars.  When 
was the last time you clay barred your car?  The goal of 
the stay at home effort is to minimize contact with other 
people that could have COV-ID19.  Taking a drive with 
your four wheeled friend could also easily accomplish that 
goal.  You could easily take a couple human friends with 
you and still maintain that social distance.
I’ve been practicing my preaching.  For the last four 
weeks I’ve taken the car to Cuba, NM, down Hwy 6 from 
I-40 to I-25 coming out at Los Lunas (by the way the 
road is brand new and smooth) through the Jemez and 
Los Alamos, and down old south 14 to Mountainair.  The 
cover picture of this month’s Ramblings was taken outside 
the B Street market in Mountainair.  I had never been to 
Mountainair so it was a new memory.  So, get the heck out 
of town.  
This month issue of Ramblings presents a dilemma.  What 
do your put in your event driven newsletter when there 
are no events.   My request on the Roadrunner Facebook 
page for member projects got one response.  Former 
Roadrunner Region president, Bill Kaltenbach contacted 
me from Las Cruces where he and Susie now live.  Bill’s 
interest in moving vehicles goes far beyond Porsches.  He 
is currently restoring a 1936 Ford Truck. I gave him a 
call and we had a casual conversation about his frame up 
restoration project.  As you can read in my interview and 
see by his pictures, he has no problem complying with 
the stay at home order.  If anyone else has a car or garage 

project that are working on let me know.  I’m always 
looking for local features.  
I’ve also included in this issue a couple of columns from 
regional Porsche contributors.  Danielle Badler has been 
featured before in these pages.  She is from the Denver 
area.  Rob Turner writes for the Maverick region out 
of Dallas.  They offered some articles through the PCA 
newsletter editors Facebook page. So here they are. 
UPCOMING EVENT.  Coming up on May 23 is a first 
of it’s kind ZOOM enabled Tech Talk session for the 
Roadrunner Region. Membership Chair Marc Schwartz 
has put this together with member racing celeb Charles 
Mendez Jr.  There is a full page ad in this month’s 
Ramblings detailing the session and how to RSVP.   It 
will be a great way to connect with others in this socially 
distant world.   Thanks Marc and Charles.  
So there you have it.  Hopefully by the next Ramblings 
deadlines we will have flattened the curve enough to 
have things starting to open up.  Until then stay safe and 
healthy.
Steve Waller 
Ramblings@rrrpca.com



7 Roadrunner Ramblings May 2020

• Stock and performance 
engine building

• Alignments

• Suspension upgrades

• Corner weight and 
balance tuning OEM 
parts and accessories

• Transmission mods  
and rebuilding

• Maintenance for ALL 
daily drivers

• Two and four wheel 
dyno tuning available

Performance MotorCar 
InvestmentsPMCI

505-898-6487    1-800-437-PMCI    www.pmciinc.com

Need Special Service 
for your Porsche? 

FOR OVER 30 YEARS, WE HAVE BEEN NEW MEXICO’S ONLY 
INDEPENDENT PORSCHE ONLY SERVICE FACILITY.  

WE SPECIALIZE IN:

Trust our knowledge. We have a proven track record with FTD’s and track victories 
in Club and Vintage Racing. Call for your appointment today.  

- Russ Kelso, Owner

  FIND US ON FACEBOOK: PerformanceMotor CarInvestments

www.veritas-athena.com

Do you have a power of attorney in place? What does a power of attorney 
provide? When does a power of attorney terminate? Do you have a health 
care directive? Why is it important? Do you have a will? Is a will necessary? 
What are the alternatives to probate? Is there a family member who is 
incapacitated and needs help with daily care and their �nances? How can 
that family member be helped? Have you done any estate planning of your 
assets? How do you ensure �nancial protection of your assets?

 Is your family disagreeing about how to care for an older relative? 

Veritas Athena, LLC, is in the business of assisting you to plan for life 
management and decisions. We do in-home free consultations and visits to 
discuss all aspects of life management. We assist you in considering all the 
alternatives available and prepare the documents needed to protect your 
future and your family’s. The Veritas Athena, LLC team has combined 
experience of over 50 years in �nance, legal, administration and court work.

VERITAS ATHENA, LLC
Protecting your future

Protect yourself and your family from the 
consequences of not preparing for the future.

Contact us today for a free consultation.

GREG IRELAND
505-385-1502

CRYSTAL ANSON
505-337-9151
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2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May

Saturday, May 2 Cars ’n Coffee Canceled

Saturday, May 9 Die Serie 2 Autocross Canceled

Tuesday, May 12 Membership/Board mtg Access Remotely

Saturday May 23 Tech Talk Tech session ZOOM Online

Thurs.- Sun. May 21-24 Fiesta New Mexico Canceled

June

Friday, June 5 New member luncheon Porsche of Albuquerque (tentative)

Saturday, June 6 Cars ’n Coffee Canceled

Tuesday, June 9 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Sat-Sun, June 13-14 Die Serie 3 & 4 Autocross McGee Park, Farmington (location tentative)

Sun-Sat, June 21-27 Porsche Parade Canceled

July

Saturday, July 4 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, July 14 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Thursday, July 16 Meet ’n Greet TBD

Saturday, July 25 Die Serie 5 Autocross Sandia Speedway

August

Saturday, Aug. 1 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, Aug. 11 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Thursday, Aug. 20 Meet ’n Greet TBD  Santa Fe

Saturday, Aug. 29 Die Serie 6 Autocross Sandia Speedway

September

Saturday, Sept. 5 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Sunday, Sept. 6 Corrales Round Up Corrales, NM

Tuesday, Sept. 8 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Saturday, Sept. 12 Die Serie 7 Autocross Sandia Speedway

Please note:  Membership meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month.  The location is the Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
8600 Academy Rd NE.  Our meeting room is in the education wing on the south side of the church. The meetings will start at 6:00pm. Don’t 
forget to attend the weekly lunch, every Wednesday at 11:15am, and the monthly breakfast the last Sunday of every month at 9:00am at the Owl 
Cafe, 800 Eubank Blvd NE. Unless otherwise noted, Meet & Greet events start at 6:00 p.m.

ROADRUNNER
REGION

P
O

R
S

C

HE CLUB OF AM

ER
IC

A
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October

Saturday, Oct. 3 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Saturday, Oct. 3 Balloon Fiesta Breakfast Porsche of Albuquerque

Tuesday, Oct. 13 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Saturday, Oct. 17 Chili cook off TBD

Sat-Sun , Oct 17-18 Die Serie 8 & 9 Autocross McGee Park Farmington

November

Saturday, Nov. 7 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, Nov. 10 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Thursday, Nov. 19 Meet ’n Greet Freight House Bernalillo

December

Saturday, Dec. 5 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, Dec. 8 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church
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In the Zone
Rich Sanders

Zone 9 Rep

I guess I shouldn’t be “that guy”.

Hunkered down is the term I’m hearing most.  As I 
write this, my home city, Salt Lake, is the “hot spot” for 
Coronavirus in Utah. Hopefully we’re entering a plateau 
in virus cases. Perhaps by the time this monthly letter hits 
your computer or mailbox, we’ll all be in a phase that has 
us coming out of hibernation. For now, though, I like the 
term “couped” up. It sounds the same as being cooped up, 
but I like the comparison to our car models. You have an 
extra escape hatch from a targa or a cabrio. But a coupe, 
really fits the bill for this semi-voluntary full enclosure, 
with a limited number of doors. 

Shortly after the Utah Governor announced our program 
called “Stay Home, Stay Safe”, and our local mayor 
put into place even more stringent measures, I got an 
invitation from a local P-car owner to join him for a 
morning drive up a local canyon. All official PCA drives 
had been canceled. And the invitation was to just 3 others 
from the immediate neighborhood. Feeling cooped up, I 
jumped on the opportunity. We had an enjoyably spirited 
mountain drive, while maintaining our social distances. I 
referred to it as an analog version of a “Zoom” meeting. I 
even posted it on my personal Facebook page. 

After returning home that same day, I began to see a very 
active email thread among members of my former “pre-
retirement” region- not in this zone thank goodness. The 
discussion was among PCA members, communicating 

on PCA club mail servers, to arrange a similar kind of 
planned drive, as an alternative to an official PCA activity.  
While the discussion started small, lots of people chimed 
in with ideas very quickly. It appeared that the drive may 
not eventually be contained to a small number of cars. 
People were clearly wanting to get out and drive with 
their friends.  And it took quite some time before one 
or two PCA members mentioned that, should anyone 
from the public be into “entitlement shaming”, that the 
event could bring a lot of embarrassment to members 
individually, but more likely to Porsche ownership in 
general. Even then, some members tried to wrap the 
proposed “non-event” into a charity fund-raiser. The 
hospital charity idea was well intentioned, but still 
contained the same public relations risks. So I pointed out 
this email thread to my counterpart zone rep, who in turn 
worked with the region President to provide the direction 
needed to stop the discussion.

That whole situation pointed out that I must own up to 
some level of hypocrisy in having made my own canyon 
run earlier in the day. Yes, our group was small. It was 
VERY local.  It was not a PCA event. In fact it was not all 
Porsches. Nonetheless, I’ve now declined the invitation 
for two subsequent Saturday morning canyon runs, and 
any future runs until our state restrictions are eased. 
Perhaps, in my role as zone rep for PCA, the negative PR 
risk would be higher should anything go wrong with our 
drive. But regardless of my personal profile, in light of all 
of the challenges people are facing in terms of physical, 
emotional and economic health, I made my own decision 
that it’s the right thing for me to do. I’ll just have to make 
up for it, as soon as this countdown hits “zero, blast-off”.

Hopefully, I’ll be in your region having fun with lots of 
you later in the year. Until then…please stay as safe as 
you can!

Rich Sanders 
Zone 9 Rep 
Zone9Rep@pca.org
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Social DiStancing While 
Driving a PorSche

Back in 1999 I left behind a job to dive headfirst into 
dotcom. You can probably guess the end of that story. 
Dotcom turned into dot bomb and I had to pivot jobs 
very quickly. The job I left had me going into an office 
every day except for business travel. Dotcom hipness had 
me working from home, virtually. I was a telecommuting 
pioneer. To be frank, I do not know what I would do if 
I had to go back into an office every day. I suspect, I 
would hate it.

My usual work attire is jeans and a long sleeve Porsche 
t-shirt. The thought of dressing up, even just a little, turns 
my stomach. Most weeks I have fifteen plus conference 
calls which are usually routine. However, over the past 
several weeks as COVID-19 has become a major part of 
our lives, the company I work for, like many others has 
mandated that office-bound employees adopt and adapt 
to WFH a/k/a working from home. Now phone calls 
include background noises like dogs and kids, and I hear 
the frustration in the voices of people who have never 
done this before. But it’s an experience we are all sharing 
right now.

Every week I usually get out of the house by going to 
the gym early, then at some point maybe running a few 
errands, but with the CV-19 thing, not so much. Like a 
lot of us I’ve been cooped up in the house for days, now 
weeks on end and, no surprise, I’ve gotten stir crazy. 
The weather hasn’t helped. We’ve had more than a week 
of very steady, sometimes heavy rain. Every day, same 
forecast:  Yep, more rain. Great! But last week I saw a 
break in the rain. Exactly one day, a Saturday no less. 
Sunday more rain. But Saturday, chilly and dry. In other 
words, perfect.

My plan was to head out mid-morning and take my 
usual run up to a secret bridge over the Red River, the 
wet border between Texas and Oklahoma. But the more 
I thought about it, the more I thought – hey, I bet other 

people have been cooped up, dealing with self-isolation, 
social distancing and might need to stretch their legs 
so to speak and do some driving. As a group our PCA 
region is very socially active every weekend, (sometimes 
two or three activities on the same day), mid-week pop-
ups and a variety of other regularly scheduled events. I 
figured others needed to get out of the house and run for 
a bit.

I posted my idea up on our FB page and was not 
surprised when many people said, “Hell Yeah.” I said 
we’d practice social distancing, just wave at each other 
when we arrived and then would be safely ensconced in 
our cars for the rest of the trip. Many people said they’d 
join, but you never really know until you go. I’d posted 
up the route so everyone going would have an idea of 
our general direction. I asked that everyone have a full 
tank of gas and maybe water and snacks. I was so happy 
to see the rain tail off Friday, heading into Saturday. 
Perfect, the promise of a dry day.

The forecast promised clouds, but lo and behold – the 
sun! Wow, a sunny day to boot. Even better. I arrived 
early to find the place I told everyone to meet was 
blocked due to road construction. What a great start to 
the drive! Nothing like having to quickly improvise. I 
asked my wife to post up on FB a nearby location along 
the highway next to where we were supposed to meet 
and I added my phone number for people to reach me 
just in case. There’s always that moment when you’ve 
put something together and you’re not sure if people 
will show up or not, so it was a relief to see the first 
Porsche arrive, then another and another. My relief tuned 
to excitement as it appeared there were many people 
needing to get out of the house. We filled up the side of 
the road, eleven Porsches strong and one BMW X5M 
(the owner worried that his older 944 couldn’t keep up). 
We got out of our cars, greeted each other at a distance, 
maintaining our social distancing protocol and spread out 

Article by Rob Turner, Maverick region
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to take photos of our assembled jelly-bean colored cars 
as the drivers and passengers of other cars gawked at the 
row of gleaming Porsches. Our group assembled; it was 
time to hit it.

We managed to keep our social distancing by following 
each other, no worries there! Everyone keeping pace, our 
string of cars stretched out over a quarter mile. I had to 
manage some local traffic but kept us all together. Once 
we got out in the country, we found little traffic. One 
kind driver in a pick-up truck even pulled aside so we 
could all pass. I must admit, there may have been a time 
or two (but only a time or two ;-) when we cooked it up 
a bit. Just saying. We pressed deeper into the country, 
the route I selected providing a good combination of fast 
sweeping corners, longish straights in between crests 
with good sight lines for a mile, sometimes more. Here 
the string of Porsches would stretch out, giving the 
engines a chance to breathe right up to red line. 

As we piled on the miles, I could feel it. There is a 
perceptible change and it sweeps over you. The car helps. 
Man and machine, the sympathetic beating of human 
and mechanical hearts. The road makes you focus, pay 
closer attention to the details. It can transport you if you 
let it, leaving our trials and concerns behind, if for only a 
couple of hours. We turned onto a road that leads across 
the river, the border between two states. There is a sight 
line of almost two miles down a hill before the bridge. I 
saw clear road ahead. May have gone just slightly above 
the speed limit, just a smidge. In the distance I can start 
to make out a red car shape on the left side of the bridge 
and I can also see some tiny stick figures near the car. 
I must admit, I lifted. Then I realized it was Porsche 
people waiting to cheer us on, so I punched it again, 
giving them a show. We roared past them in a blurred 
whoosh of sound, color and speed.

A brief stop to meet and greet the Porsche people and 
then we were back at it, a little more relaxed on the 
return. Cars peeled off as they needed gas or headed 
home in other directions. The final two cars, my 981 
Cayman S and a 951 drove the last few miles together 
before we finally parted ways. I don’t know about you, 
but I needed that. It helped me reconnect to — me. And 
every once in a while, that blast in the country is just 
what the doctor ordered. Pulling into the garage, I turned 
the key and the great beast of an engine stilled. I let out 
a long slow breath too. I feel good after a drive like that. 
Just the right amount of edge, adrenaline and seat time. 

Times like this offer perspective on who we are, on 
our priorities. But it’s nice to know that we can escape, 
even if it’s just for a little while, reconnect with others 
that share a common passion and experience the love of 
driving our cars. We may be alone in our cars, but in this 
case, we are together at the same time, practicing a good 
measure of medically mandated social distancing – at 
maybe just a few miles over the posted speed limit.

And on that exhaust note, see you all next time.
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Porsche Taycan 4S Arrives At U.S. Dealers  
 
New variant of award-winning Taycan now available 
 

Atlanta, Georgia. Today marks the introduction of an exciting new addition to the 
Taycan model line, as the new 2020 Porsche Taycan 4S joins the Taycan Turbo and 
Turbo S at dealerships in preparation for customer deliveries. 

Klaus Zellmer, President and CEO of PCNA commented: “The new Taycan 4S sits right 
at the heart of our electrified model line-up, delivering the effortless performance and 
engaging dynamics expected of a Porsche sports car with the space and connectivity 
that make it viable for everyday use. Even in these challenging times, it is a credit to our 
dealers that they have developed innovative ways to support our customers.  This 
means the first of the Taycan 4S’s to arrive here in the US will be delivered by our 
dealers to awaiting customers in the coming days.”  

The jurors of the World Car of the Year Awards agreed, by giving the Taycan two 
awards, a first for Porsche: ‘World Performance Car of the Year’ and ‘World Luxury Car 
of the Year.’ 

Powering the Taycan 4S is the 93.4-kWh Performance Battery Plus that allow its dual 
motors to generate up to 562 hp (420kW) using its overboost function and when launch 
control is activated. When configured in this way, it can accelerate from a standstill to 60 
mph in just 3.8 seconds. Its top track speed is 155 mph, made possible through its two-
speed gearbox.  

The EPA estimated range for the Taycan 4S is 203 miles. Supplemental third party 
range testing conducted by AMCI will be available on our web site.   

The Taycan was unveiled in September of 2019 and the global debut of the Taycan 4S, 
and subsequent media launch followed at the Los Angeles Auto Show in November.  

Customers can, in states where it’s feasible to do so, collect their cars in person, or if  
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required (or preferred) receive their new Taycan via contactless home delivery – 
providing customers with access to new cars without leaving the house. This is part of 
the innovative ‘Porsche at Your Service’ program, designed to assist customers with 
greater flexibility and convenience when it comes to online sales, vehicle collection and 
delivery as well as servicing.  

Designed and engineered from the ground up by a new team at Porsche, and built in a 
completely new factory located in Stuttgart-Zuffenhausen, the Taycan represents a bold 
and innovative step in Porsche’s investment in electrification. 

### 

About Porsche Cars North America, Inc. | One Porsche Drive, Atlanta, GA 30354 USA 
Established in 1984, Porsche Cars North America, Inc. (PCNA) is the exclusive U.S. importer of the Porsche 911, 
718 Boxster and 718 Cayman; Macan and Cayenne; Panamera; and Taycan. Headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia, 
since 1998, PCNA is also home to the first Porsche Experience Center in North America featuring a module-based 
1.6 mile driver development track, business center, and fine dining restaurant, 356. The company operates a second 
Porsche Experience Center near Los Angeles. That 53-acre complex features a driver development track with eight 
educational modules totaling 4.1 miles, a business center, and Restaurant 917. PCNA supports 192 independently 
owned and operated Porsche dealerships in the U.S., including supplying parts, service, marketing, and training. 
They, in turn, work to provide Porsche customers with a best-in-class experience that is in keeping with the Porsche 
brand's 70-year history of leadership in the advancement of vehicle performance, safety, and efficiency. PCNA is an 
indirect wholly-owned subsidiary of Porsche AG, which is headquartered in Stuttgart, Germany.  

At the core of this success is Porsche's proud racing heritage that boasts some 30,000-plus motorsport wins to date. 

Follow us: twitter.com/porsche | facebook.com/porsche 
 
Photos and video footage are available to accredited journalists on the Porsche Press Database at 
http://press.porsche.com/ 
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Motorsport Musings 
the cure for racing WithDraWal

Article by Danielle Badler

You say you’re pining for the scream of an F 1 engine?  
You shaking for those in-car views that seem like they’re 
running at 2x speed, only they’re actually real-time?  You 
miss that life-size drama about careers that have been 
pointed toward a seat in F1 since the protagonists were 
eight years old?

Well, bunkie, I’ve got a solution for you.  Formula 1: Drive 
to Survive, season two.  You can find it on Netflix.  And it’s 
free.  Ten episodes.  And, of course, Netflix makes it really 
easy to binge-view the production.  After an episode ends, 
you do nothing.  The system automatically segues to the 
next one.

A year ago, I reviewed season one.  I found it thoroughly 
enlightening.  Like peeling the onion on what actually 
goes on, especially behind the scenes.  The love, the hate, 
the pressure, the support networks that all the drivers 
seem to have.  Oh, and the racing.  The racing itself was 
almost secondary.  Almost, but not quite.  Because the 
cinematography has flashes of brilliance.  Even if you know 
what’s going to happen. 

Last time around, Mercedes and Ferrari didn’t participate.  
As a result, the producers were forced to cover everyone 
else.  Which really amplified the drama associated with all 
the teams trying to be “best of the rest.”  The drivers, the 
team principals, the whole traveling circus.   

Yes, it’s back.  Only, this time around, with Mercedes and 
Ferrari also participating.  I know, I know.  Don’t worry, of 
course they’re covered.  But not to the detriment of the rest 
of the field.

I don’t know if it’s just me.  But I keep trying to think 
of another sport which has opened its doors to the fan in 
such a transparent way.  I know there are limitations in the 
series.  No glimpses into driver negotiations, for example.  
No shots of drivers being told their services will no longer 
be needed.  No analysis of performance data.  No idea of 
just what the actual performance envelope of an F1 car 
actually is today.  Other than the fact that they’re faster than 
last year’s cars.

But, then again, can you name another sport that has 
allowed us into its inner circle?  Friends, managers, parents, 
trainers.  The good-natured kidding between teammates in 
the paddock.  Counterposed by the same drivers out on the 
circuit, bouncing off each other.  

I came away from season 1 with a totally new appreciation 
for the whole crazy affair.  And the kids … ok, we can call 
most of them young adults … who have devoted virtually 
all of their formative years to one dream.  To be an F1 
“pilot.”  You see them literally pinching themselves.  Has 
this been done before?  With the exception of the movie 
Senna, I don’t think so.

The story theme that occupies much of the narrative 
revolves around Pierre Gasley, now in Daniel Ricciardo’s 
seat at Red Bull, trying to establish himself.  Christian 
Horner, Red Bull Team Principal, says, “If they’re good 
enough, they survive.  If they’re not good enough….  
The thing is, who’s good enough to partner with Max 
Verstappen.  P7 or 8 or 9 has no value to us.”

We visit Gasley at home, a home he left at 13 to go karting.  
We’re there when he finds out that Antoine Hubert has 
suffered a fatal crash in the F2 race.  They’ve been close 
friends since they both went karting.  We see the photos.

And we’re there when Gasley learns he’s been demoted 
to Toro Rosso, his seat at Red Bull taken by Alex Albon.  
Who also raced karts with Gasley and Hubert.  Who, one 
year ago, was also in F2.  Helmut Marko: “He has nine 
races to prove himself, and the seat is his in 2020.”

Albon’s first race for Red Bull is at Spa.  Verstappen drops 
out at the start.  Albon goes from 14th to 5th.  His career 
best.  In his Red Bull debut.

Cyril Abiteboul, team principal at Renault.  “I know that, 
if I don’t deliver, my life expectancy is very short.”  His 
dilemma is what to do about Nico Hulkenberg who, we 
learn, has had the longest career in F1 without a podium.  
There’s no way he doesn’t think about it, says journalist 
Will Buxton.
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At Hockenheim, in that great equalizer, the rain, 
Hulkenberg rises to P2.  And spins out.  “You can’t blame 
the elements, can’t blame the track, can’t blame the car,” 
Says Abiteboul.  For 2020, his seat is taken by Esteban 
Ocon.  Who has been reserve driver for Mercedes.

Mercedes Team Principal Toto Wolff, addressing the team 
at the start of the season, “We must manage expectations, 
stay modest.”  At Monaco, mourning the death of Niki 
Lauda, “Niki had the ability to make things happen.  He 
called Lewis (Hamilton) to get him to come to the team.  
Otherwise, he would not do it….  Niki would say the most 
painful incidents are the ones where we learn the most.  
We recover and come out stronger.”

Claire Williams.  “As a child I didn’t understand how 
famous my dad was.  I don’t want to disgrace the Williams 
name.  I don’t want the team to fall apart under me … this 
is a family business.  I took this job to protect a legacy.”   
She holds the title Deputy Team Principal, under her 
father, Frank, who’s shown mostly in the background, in 
his wheelchair.

Their season is summed up by driver George Russell at 
Silverstone.  “Obviously, I want to be world champion.  

And I believe I will get there one day.  The teams know 
your (personal) performance.  But I’m driving around in 
19th position, week in and week out.  I don’t want to be 
there.”

At the end of the race, Russell says, “lap after lap, the car’s 
like a yoyo.  I feel like an idiot.”

The series concludes with a big nod toward 2020.  Zak 
Brown, McLaren Team Principal, notes that they have had 
a successful season, but they have a long way to go, if they 
want to catch the top three.  Their driver Carlos Sainz has 
proven very competitive in his first season for them. 

And Gasley … Gasley! … has seized a P2 in Brazil with 
Toro Rosso, his first podium ever, with Lewis behind him.  
“Thank God!  This is the best day of my life,” he says.

2020 looks to be one of the biggest years ever.  A majority 
of drivers have contracts that expire at the end of the 
season.  It’s a new chapter.

As if.  At this writing, the first six races of 2020 are 
canceled.  Enjoy the Netflix series.  It’s all we’ve got.  But 
it’s worth it.
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Starting to exPerience a little 
cabin fever?

This past month there has been no autocross.  And May 
will be the same.  Hopefully, with social distancing, we will 
be able to get back to autocross in mid-June.  Keep an eye 
on MotorsportReg.com for registration. In the meantime, 
I have “Paraphrased” (= plagiarized) and copied from the 
Caterham car newsletter the following for your enjoyment 
on how to beat boredom:

“Starting to experience a little cabin fever?  Itchy feet 
setting in?  Having arguments with the family over who 
ate the last Hobnob? [ed: There are some British references 
here that I didn’t delete -- but you’ll get the idea anyway.)

“Lockdown isn’t fun, but we are all in this together 
and ultimately it’s for the greater good, (cue Hot Fuzz 
reference) “the greater good”.  Things are the same here for 
us. 

“We’re as eager to get behind the wheel as you are – but 
at the moment, that isn’t a good idea and quite frankly 
doing so isn’t very helpful.  So please stay at home, no 
matter how important it is that you need to go to Waitrose 
to collect some pesto, or driving 500 miles to the Lake 
District for ‘exercise’.  It’s not essential.   

“We’ve been thinking of ways to help you pass the time (or 
to do while you’re ‘working from home’) with stuff that 
you’ll enjoy.  We’ve included links where we can and split 
things into categories, so there should be something for 
everyone.”     

What To Watch:

There are plenty of things to choose from these days, and 
Porsche has appeared in a variety of TV shows, as well as 
being the star of a few.  ….  Below is a list of a few things I 
found easily.

YouTube offers so many videos, it is hard to pick 
highlights, but these are a few you may want to look at. 
Whatever your Porsche interest, insert it in the search bar 
and you’ll find more Porsche videos on the subject than you 
can image.

Porsche Channel – View the official Porsche channel for 
the highlights of the brand according to the factory: https://
www.youtube.com/user/Porsche. (Also see https://newstv.
porsche.com/en/)      
For example:

• Race #1 Zandvoort – Porsche TAG Heuer Esports 
Supercup  Scheduled for 5/2/20, 5:45 AM

• The first race of the 2020 season of the Porsche TAG 
Heuer Esports Supercup will take the 40 best  
simracers of the world to …

• Porsche x VICE present Electric Driving 101: Image  
Welcome to Electric Driving 101, an introductory guide 
where Porsche and VICE help you navigate the exciting 
world of electric …

• Patrick Dempsey And Jay Leno Hop In A 1973 Porsche 
Carrera RS 2.7 | Jay Leno’s Garage     
Patrick Dempsey and Jay Leno take a joy ride in a 1973 
Porsche Carrera RS 2.7. With only 1500    
of these produced in 1973, this ...

• Rare Porsche 914 Station wagon comes home with me, 
A friend asked me to go on a porsche 914 pick with 
him. he was not able to make a deal for $ and then 
passed on it. l  offered $200

• ENDURANCE: The Documentary about Porsche at the 
Two Toughest GT Races in the World.    
In 2019, the world of motorsports saw something it had 
rarely seen before; the two toughest endurance events 
in motor racing took …

• A Night at the Porsche Museum with Max Leitner  See 
photographer Max Leitner in action as he navigates 
the Porsche Museum by night, capturing a suite of 
exceptional Porsche ...

• IDIOT PORSCHE DRIVERS, CRAZY PORSCHE 
DRIVING FAILS WEEK 3 JANUARY 2017

Article by Evelyn Watkins
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• Urban Outlaw – Magnus Walker – The documentary 
that put Magnus Walker on the map: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=LdvPwr_77A0

• Bavarian Enthusiast TV – Follow a 993 and Carrera 
3.2 owner as he explores the world of Porsche 
ownership https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZu-
0_ptx2iWqtAU6F-Q8Ug

• History of Porsche Documentary – History of the 
brand Porsche by Discovery TV https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=fdt2TFbk1Gk

• The 900 Series -- a new series all about and only about 
Porsches. This Porsche specific show focuses on a Las 
Vegas shop, Carl’s Place, with a crew that not only 
works on Porsches but also gives you a bit of inside of 
what makes them so unique “Watch us restore, design, 
repair and introduce the vehicle.”  (The900series.com; 
may be on MotorTrend TV, Saturdays 5am MDT)

• Jay Leno’s Garage

Amazon Prime offers a much more extensive selection of 
Porsche specific movies. Here are some titles to consider.

• Carrera Panamericana (1950-54) – A drama starring 
famous Porsche driver John Finch with orignal footage 
and the story behind the fast and most dangerous race 
in the world: The Carrera Panamerican road race in 
Mexico.

• Decades of Disruption - A Porsche documentary 
covering the 70 year history of Porsche.

• The Green Hell – Story about the famous Nurburgring 
by following the relationship between Man, Machine 
and Nature.

• The Porsche 911 Story – Covers the story of the 
Porsche 911 from the design studio to the race track. 
Famous personalities and collectors open their garages 
with stories about Porsche ownership.

• 50 years of the 911 – Covers the 50 year history of the 
Porsche 911

• Legends of Speed

• Car History Porsche 911 – Motorvision follows the 
history of the Porsche 911.

• Great Cars: Porsche

• Porsche 911 by Studiokippenberger – Bugatti’s head of 
design personal Porsche 911 backdate project. Feature 
Porsche 911 specialist builder Willi Thom.

Netflix doesn’t offer Porsche specific movies but does have 
some interesting Supercar documentaries, racing movies 
and some thrillers and dramas with a car focus.

• Apex, The Story of the Hypercar – A documentary 
about a visionary carmaker introducing his fuel-
efficient, high performance hypercar to compete 
against Ferrari and Porsche

• Drive – An Action Thriller where a thief allies with a 
street racer for a grand heist.

• Faster Car – Drivers of exotic supercars drag race 
against sleeper cars modified by street racers.

• Formula 1 Drive to Survive – Follows the 2019 
Formula 1 season

• Gentleman Driver –A documentary that follows four 
tycoons who race and participate in endurance sports 
car racing.

• Go Karts – The story of teens go kart racing. Might be 
a good one for the family.

• The 24 Hour War - Documentary about the battle 
between Henry Ford II and Enzo Ferrari that 
culmanated in the battles at LeMans. Documentary 
version of Ford vs Ferrari

• Wheelman – Drive like your life depends on it. A 
movie thriller that involves car chases and crashes.

• Williams – Documentary about the birth of the 
Williams Formula 1 team.

What To Play:

Since we can’t go to Atlanta or Los Angeles to drive at the 
Porsche Experience Center simulator, some have suggested 
virtual racing online as a substitute.  iRacing.com, Race 
Room.com are a couple of sites, but PCA has its own 
Sim Racing series too. (https://pcasimracing.com/)  PCA 
members take their virtual cars to virtual tracks around 
the world and compete against each other. “The PCA Sim 
Racing Series gives PCA members the ability to compete 
in some of the most exciting Porsche race cars at world-
famous race tracks, all from the comfort of their homes.” 
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Things to do without the internet:

• Write a diary and pretend your pet is a work colleague. 
“Couldn’t believe that Felix bought a pigeon inside 
and proceeded to take a poo in the corner, how 
unprofessional.”

• Draw a moustache and pretend to be your evil twin, 
blame them for everything - because you know you’d 
never polish off that packet of custard creams in one 
sitting. 

• Make a Porsche from boxes and loo rolls - which now 
have a greater value than gold. 

• Sit in your Porsche, put a TV screen in front of it and 
grab the popcorn = Home-made Drive-In Movie theatre. 

• Stick googly-eyes on everything.  No reason as to why, 
it’s just funny.

• Start a game of hide-and-seek with the kids. Then 
pretend you’re really bad at it... give it an hour, or three.  

• Learn a new skill. Could you teach yourself how to 
learn a language? Maybe.  A Curry? Certainly.  Hotel? 
Trivago.

That’s it from us really. We hope it helps pass the time.

Stay Safe.

Stay Home.” 
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garage Project (not a PorSche)

The call went out on Facebook for car and 
garage projects. Former Roadrunner Region 
President, Bill Kaltenbach responded. Bill and 
his wife Susie now live in Las Cruces. Bill is 
restoring a 1936 Ford truck.

RR: Before we get to your truck project…what’s going 
on in your Porsche world? 

BK: I still have my Beck Spyder. I’ve done as much 
Porsche stuff to it as I possibly can. I also still have 
my ’84 911. When I built my garage here I made it tall 
enough to put a lift in it. It’s turned out very well. 

RR: Was there something special about a 1936 Ford 
Truck? 

BK: When I lived in California around the time I got 
married I bought a ’36 Ford truck and that was my 
daily driver. After a while kids came long and it wasn’t 
very practical so I sold it and I always regretted that. 
I found this truck down between here and El Paso. It 
was basically a front cab, front fenders and grill and a 
hood on a frame. I found a flat head Ford motor here in 
Las Cruces. My vision is to make it look original but I 
have done some hot rod type changes. I also found some 
original wheels but I had to do some retrofitting to make 
them useable. Ford also did what they call a ‘banjo” rear 
end. The guy that sold me the truck also had this rear and 
and sold me that also. I like all the old stuff. 

RR: What are you going to do with the interior? 

BK: I had some Recaro seats from my old 356. The 
guy I sold it to didn’t want them, he wanted the original 
seats. So I took them to an upholstery shop here and had 
them redone. They look pretty nice. I also had the top 
chopped four inches, so it looks kind of squatty. I also 
channeled it on the frame about 4 inches so it looks way 
lower. I put a Ford Mustang rack and pinion steering in 
it. I’m also putting a Chevy standard five speed manual 
transmission. 

RR: Do you have a picture or a template of a final 
product or are you just working out of your head. 

BK: Sorta just out of my head. I’m doing it all myself. 
I’m not a great craftsman. I did get hooked up with a 
young guy to do the welding to chop the top and some 
other welding projects. That turned out to be a bad deal 
financially but I got through it. Many of the friends that I 
hang out with are also into car restoration. So we have a 
lot in common. I’ve got it to where it runs. I’m currently 
hooking up the brakes and clutch, but I’m having some 
difficulty with that. My plan is to paint it black with 
some red accents.



25 Roadrunner Ramblings May 2020



26Roadrunner Ramblings May 2020



27 Roadrunner Ramblings May 2020



28Roadrunner Ramblings May 2020

ROADRUNNER
MEMBERSHIP
REPORT
Marc Schwartz
Roadrunner Membership Chair
marc@mobiusdesign.com

I hope you’re all doing well, being smart and safe during  

these extraordinary times. 

Everything, including our club, feels and is different. One 

strategy I’ve been implementing in my personal life has  

been to ‘create’ a new daily normal. Part of me loves the 

extra time I find myself with each day, while part struggles  

to create momentum to keep things moving forward. 

Most days I honestly don’t know what day it is unless I look 

at my calender. So, I schedule regular events – Wednesday 

and weekend drives. Sometimes these are solo, sometimes 

spirited, and sometimes just appreciating the sound and feel 

of my Carrera as much as what’s passing by. Connecting 

regularly with family, of course, with good friends, and  

with my design clientele is always satisfying. 

Rob Ryan, our Membership Liaison to Santa Fe and  

points north, and I would like to stay connected with you. 

Reach-out to us at any time. We hope you stay safe and  

healthy, on and off the road, free of Covid-19.

Marc Schwartz   
Roadrunner Membership Chair
marc@mobiusdesign.com

Rob Ryan   
Roadrunner Membership Liaison
robreagan2@gmail.com

____________________________________________________

And here’s your stats.

Roadrunner Region Members as of May 1, 2020

Primary Members  450 

Affiliate Members  266 

Total RRR Members 716 = –3 members

Test-Drive Participants 4

PCA Juniors 15

PCA National Members as of May 1, 2020

Primary Members  86,306 

Affiliate Members  47,553

Total Members 133,876 = –1105 members* 

* this is the second consecutive month that a net loss  
   has been reported in PCA data, nationally.

New Roadrunner Region Members in April, 2020

Dave Elwood – Rio Rancho – 1983 911SC Brick Red Metallic

Michael Houx – Albuquerque – 1956 356

Steve Mathias – Albuquerque – 2011 Cayman S Yellow 

Nathan Molina – Albuquerque – 2001 911 Carrera 4 Black 

Roadrunner Transfer IN Members in April, 2020

none

Roadrunner Transfer OUT Members in April, 2020

none

  

May 1, 
2020



29 Roadrunner Ramblings May 2020

Important Documents 
available in the Members 
Only section of the website.

  Minutes from All Board Meetings
  Current Membership Directory
  Region Deadlines and Information

You don’t need a login to download the 
Ramblings. Refer to your “welcome new 
member” email OR  the “new website” 
email for the security password required 
to view any member documents or 
member information. OR contact  
ann@mulhernadvertising.com
Thank you!

We Need Your Photos  

and Stories!

Ramblings is always looking for PCA   
members’ contributions!  Got anything 
you think might be interesting?  
Send it in to Ann Mulhern at 
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We’d love to see it!

You CAN enjoy a 4-color printed 
copy of Roadrunner Ramblings 

every month by ordering it here!
It’s easy!  It should cost less than $10, plus shipping.
1. Go to your computer.
2. Enter www.magcloud.com.
3. Set up an account with a credit card.
4. Search for Roadrunner Ramblings and you’ll see all the 2015-2016 issues.
5. Browse the issues and select the issue you’d like to have a beautiful 
      hard copy of.
6. Fill out the order form.
7. Our copy arrived about a week later, and it’s gorgeous!
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Tech Tips from Pedro
SENSORED
 by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA

If you drive a newer Porsche (from the 90s and forward) it 
is SENSORED! 

The newer the Porsche, the more SENSORED it is.

This whole article is completely SENSORED!

Obviously, I’m referring to the myriad of sensors that keep 
your Porsche running.

You think I’m exaggerating when I say myriad?  

Let’s try to enumerate some of them and explain their use 
and importance.

But first, What is a Sensor?

A sensor is a device that detects or measures a some 
type of input from the physical environment and records, 
indicates, or otherwise responds to it.  This specific input 
could be  light, heat, moisture, pressure, or any one of a 
great number of other environmental phenomena.

Coolant Temperature Sensor 
It keeps tabs on coolant temperature so the car doesn’t 
overheat.

It will interact with a light on the dash if the coolant temp 
goes too high and alert you of the situation.  Always check 
this gauge while driving.

Ambient Temperature Sensor 
Installed in the front bumper it measures ambient 
temperature in order to determine how much cooling or 
heating is necessary for cabin comfort.

Cabin Temperature Sensor 
Hidden inside the dash, it monitors the cabin’s 
temperature, sending the data to the HVAC system.  
There may be more than one of these sensors if you have 
individual temperature controls.

Engine Bay Temperature Sensor 
Installed inside the engine bay, it determines the need for 
the electric blower to activate to keep the engine bay from 
overheating.

Engine Air Intake Temperature Sensor 
Installed in the airbox it keeps tabs of incoming air 
temperature.  The data is used by the engine management 
computer DME or ECU to obtain the perfect air-to-gas 
ratio.

Oil Temperature Sensor 
Installed in the oil pump housing it monitors the engine’s 
oil temperature and will trigger a warning signal if too low.
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Tech Tips from Pedro
SENSORED

Transmission Fluid Temperature Sensor

Installed in the Tiptronic and/or PDK it monitors the 
transmission fluid’s temperature to keep it operating 
optimally.

A/C Temperature Sensor  
Monitors the cooling/heating of the air in the blower box of 
the HVAC system.

A/C Airflow Sensor  
Monitors the amount of air flow being produced by the 
blower.

Alarm Sensor 
Monitors any movement inside the cabin and sends a signal 
to the alarm unit.

Crankshaft Position Sensor 
Installed next to the bell housing it “reads” the crankshaft’s 
position.  It’s also called the Top Dead Center (TDC) sensor.

Camshaft Position Sensor 
One in each engine bank, they monitor the movement of the 
cams for valve-timing purposes.  This is especially important 
for cars equipped  with variable timing such as Variocam and 
Variocam Plus.

Oxygen Sensor  
Installed before and after the primary catalytic converters 
they monitor the amount of oxygen present in the exhaust 
before and after going through the cats.  The DME then 
determines how well the fuel mixture was “consumed”.  
Normally there are 4 per vehicle.  These are the most 
unnecessarily replaced 
sensors.

Coolant Level 
Obviously, this one monitors the level of coolant.  It’s 
located on the coolant reservoir, towards the bottom.  A light 
on the dash will alert you if level is low.  If it is low, find out 
why and don’t just top it off.

Gasoline Level Sensor 
This sensor tells you how much fuel is in the tank.  The 
sensor itself is immersed in gasoline, inside the tank, right 
next to the fuel pump.  It interacts with the gauge cluster to 
visually give you the information.

Windshield Washer Level Sensor 
Very similar to the coolant level sensor, this one tells you 
when you are almost out of windshield washer fluid.  Top off 
as soon as the low level message appears.

Oil Level Sensor 
Keeps tabs on how much oil is in the engine and will set off 
an alarm if not enough oil is present.  Many times a second 
sensor is enclosed in the same housing, the Oil Temperature 
Sensor which makes sure that the oil (and therefore the 
engine) doesn’t overheat.

TPMS Sensor 
Tire Pressure Monitoring System sensors are located one 
in each wheel.  They are battery-powered pressure sensors 
that communicate with the car’s electronics and monitor 
each tire’s individual pressure and many times the tire’s 
temperature as well.  These sensors, because they are battery 
powered, should be replaced every time tires are changed to 
ensure that they work properly through the life of the tires.  
These are the ones that let you know if you have a puncture, 
or are losing air pressure in a tire.

Parking Sensors 
Give you an audible “beep-beep-beep” as your car’s bumper 
(front or rear) approaches an obstacle or another car.  These 
are visible as “buttons” on each bumper. There are 4 or 5 per 
bumper.  This type of sensor is called a proximity sensor.
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Mass Airflow Sensor 
Also known as the MAF, this important sensor measures the 
amount of air that goes into the intake tube.  It then sends the 
information to the DME, which in turn calculates how much 
gasoline the injectors need to spray in order for the mixture 
to be 14.7:1 or at the stoichiometric point.  Most often, 
when you get the Check Engine Light (CEL) the MAF has 
something to do with it.

Brake Wear Sensor 
There is one sensor generally on every brake pad, so a total 
of 8 are usually present.  As the brake pads wear, they get 
thinner and thinner.  Eventually the sensor, which is inserted 
in a small hole in the brake pad is exposed and shorts out 
with the brake rotor, setting off the “Brake wear light” in the 
dash.  Generally when the brake wear light comes on, the 
sensor must be replaced.

Oil Pressure Sensor

Located on one of the valve covers it either shows actual 
oil pressure (Carrera) or just a light on the dash (Boxster 
& Cayman) when the pressure is too low.  These generally 
measure pounds per square inch (psi) or BAR (1 BAR = 1 
atmosphere = 14.5 psi).

Fuel Pressure Sensor  
Installed in the fuel injection rail it monitors the fuel 
pressure present at the injectors. It interacts with the fuel 

pressure regulator to maintain optimal pressure.

A/C Pressure Sensor 
Keeps tabs of the pressure inside the A/C system to protect 
the compressor in case of an anomaly.

A/C Evaporator Anti-Ice Sensor 
This sensor protects the air conditioner’s evaporator from 
freezing by sensing ice build-up on the evaporator’s fins.

Immobilizer RFID Sensor 
This sensor, in the form of a mini pill or “grain of rice”, is 
embedded inside the ignition key’s fob.  It sends an encoded 
signal to the car’s Central Locking Unit (CLU) that will only 
allow the car’s engine to crank (start) if it matches the same 
signal in its memory.

One of the best anti-theft devices. (RFID = Radio Frequency 
Identification)

Engine Knock Sensor  
Looks for telltale engine vibrations caused by knocking.  
If present, the DME retards timing.  We have seen some 
times when people have replaced the engine or transmission 
mounts for the “performance” or “racing” type, that the car 
loses power.  If this happens it could be the knock sensors 
miss-reading the engine vibrations.

Yaw-rate Sensor 
Also known as a Rotational Speed Sensor.  It is a gyroscopic 
device that measures a Porsche’s angular velocity around 
its vertical axis.  The angle between the car’s heading and 
the car’s actual movement direction is called the slip angle, 
which is related to the yaw-rate.  This sensor is part of the 
Porsche Stability Management (PSM) system. If too much 
yaw rate is detected, the PSM will slow down one or more 
wheels to correct the problem.

Speed Sensor  
There are multiple speed sensors within a Porsche.  Some 
monitor the speed of the wheels, the transmission, the 
flywheel, etc.  The signal is sent to the corresponding control 
unit such as the Gauges (speedometer), Cruise Control, ABS 
control unit, DME, etc.
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Steering Angle Sensor 
As its name implies, it monitors the angle of the steering 
wheel but not just for alignment of the wheel but also sends 
a signal to the PSM unit letting it know how much steering 
input the driver is having to use for a particular maneuver.  
The PSM then determines whether it should intervene or not.

Airbag Sensor  
Depending on the car and model year the can be from 1 to 
over 12 airbag sensors in a Porsche.  These sensors when 
actuated in a collision, immediately send a signal to the 
corresponding airbag(s) to deploy and therefore protect the 
occupant.

Passenger Occupancy Sensor is a weight-sensitive element 
that notices if there is more than a certain amount of weight 
in a passenger’s seat.  This is used so people who put their 
babies in the front seat don’t have the airbag deploy into 
the back of the infant’s head in a collision, but a heavier 
passenger will get the airbag protection if required.

ABS Sensor  
There are several sensors in the ABS System.  Their main 
function is to determine when a wheel is about to skid due to 
braking or road conditions and not allow the particular wheel 
to lock up therefore keeping the car tracking in a controllable 
manner.

Accelerator Pedal Sensor  
Senses the position of the accelerator pedal for cars with 
electronic (drive-by-wire) throttle bodies.  The signal 
from this sensor tells the DME how much gas the driver is 
requesting and therefore counteracts with the correct amount 
of air by opening or closing the throttle body to match that 
request.

Throttle Position Sensor 
In cars that have a cable-operated throttle body, this sensor 
monitors the position of the throttle body’s butterfly valve.  
The signal is sent to the DME for air mixture purposes.

Rain Sensor  
Monitors for rain droplets on the windshield and can 
automatically trigger the wipers for you.

Interior Monitoring Sensor  
This is a motion detector which monitors the cabin and 
triggers the alarm if it senses movement while the alarm is on.  

Headlight Leveling Sensor  
Automatically levels the headlight beams adjusting and 
compensating for added weight due to passengers and/or 
heavy items in the trunk(s).

And these are just the usual ones.  Newer cars have even 
more sensors such as:

Intelligent Cruise Control Sensor 
This sensor basically sends a radar signal forward so it can 
monitor the distance of the vehicle in front.  It can then 
maintain a safe distance and is able to accelerate, decelerate 
and brake in order to maintain that safe distance.

Lane Change Sensor 
Monitors the sides of the vehicle and advises the driver by 
either an audible tone, a stiffening of the steering wheel or 
both as to the departure of a lane when the corresponding turn 
signal is not in use.  This is a safety sensor in case the driver 
gets distracted or falls asleep and the vehicle starts to leave its 
lane.

Blind Spot Sensor 
Monitors your Porsche’s rearview blind spots.  When a 
vehicle is in one of your blind spots it alerts you with a visual 
warning light on the corresponding rearview mirror and/or 
with an audible “beep”.

Automatic High Beam Sensor 
When set to “on”, the sensor monitors incoming traffic and 
dims the high beam so as to not blind incoming traffic.  Once 
traffic is past it can then automatically set the high beams for 
safer driving at night.  This is effective for highway use.

You can expect exponentially more sensors once cars have the 
capability of driving themselves.  

Complete SENSORSHIP!

For more information on Porsches and more, please visit my 
website: www PedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche’ing, 
Pedro

© 2017 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com
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Office and Industrial Cleaning, Maid and Carpet Care Services
Four Seasons Cleaning has been serving Albuquerque and surrounding areas 

for over 30 years offering a variety of services to homes and businesses.

Michael Galaviz, Proprietor and PCA Member
   Office: 505-254-2180 • Cell: 505-489-0755

visit our website www.fourseasonscleaning.com

Carpet Cleaning Coupon
$25.00 / room - 3 Room Minimum

Combo Rooms considered as 2 Rooms

Exp.12-31-2020
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Confidence through the corners,
because we never cut them. 
 
Professional platinum details service includes: exterior wash, high gloss wax 
and polish, clean and dress tires, clear coat paint sealant treatment, vacuum 
and dust interior, clean all windows and door jambs, dress all exterior surfaces, 
clean all vinyl, leather, surfaces, shampoo all fabric surfaces. 
 
 Spring Cleaning Detail Special.*

©2020 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of traffic laws at all times.  
European model shown. Some options may not be available in the U.S.  * Valid membership card must be displayed to receive discount.

Porsche Albuquerque
8900 Pan American FWY NE
(505) 821-4000
porschealbuquerque.com
Service Hours M - F 7:30AM - 5:30PM
Sat 8:00 AM - 4:00PM
Appointments recommended.


