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Porsche Albuquerque
8900 Pan American FWY NE
(505) 821-4000
porschealbuquerque.com
Service Hours M - F 7:30AM - 5:30PM
Sat 8:00 AM - 4:00PM
Appointments recommended.

©2020 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of trac laws at all times.
European model shown. Some options may not be available in the U.S. * Valid membership card must be displayed to receive discount.

With knowledge comes power. 
Speed, agility, and efficiency, too.  
 
Porsche Club of America members who display their current membership card at  
the time of write-up will enjoy membership privileges on their repair labor charges.  
We recognize you have a choice when servicing your Porsche and appreciate your  

loyalty to porsche Albuquerque. 

 
 Porsche Genuine Parts and Service.*

Only at your local authorized  Porsche dealer.
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Top Down
George Watkins
Region President

I hope everyone had a great 4th of July! 

I wrote last month, that my focus was trying to get club 

events back to normal. Although we were unable to 

hold an autocross in May, Sandia Speedway received 

permission to open on a limited basis mid June. This 

made it possible to hold our first autocross events on 
June 27th and 28th. Although very limited, the events 

went very well. Please see the autocross article in this 

issue for more information and results. A BIG THANK 

YOU to everyone who pitched in to make the event a 

success. 

A hearty congratulations to Andy Richardson, the son 

of Ken Richardson (Member at Large on the Board 

of Directors). Andy is participating in Roadrunner 

autocross this year under PCA’s Junior Participation 

Program (JPP). This was Andy’s first points event after 
attending our Autocross School and Frostbite. Driving 

his 2000 Golf GTI with manual transmission, Andy 

kept the pressure on his Dad all weekend. I heard some 

trash talk in the grid area about “racing for pink slips”. 

If this is true, Andy will soon be driving his Dad’s 2014 

Cayman S. Good luck Andy. 

What about Drive Outs and Social events? If more than a 

few people, these events are harder to organize under the 

current New Mexico restrictions. Roadrunners have been 

getting together in small groups to go on unofficial (non-
club sponsored) no-contact drive outs. I think this is a 

great idea. Let us know where you have been and send 

a picture and short story about the trip to Steve Waller, 

Ramblings editor, and DRIVE ON. 

Social events will take time. Under current restrictions 

social events for our large turnouts in an indoor space 

are impossible. Are there alternatives? If you have an 

idea, please let me know. As the COVID-19 situation 

improves, I am certain we can find some sort of event we 
can all be together at. 

I hope to see everyone at an event in the near future. In 

the meantime, our Board continues to meet virtually on 

the 2nd Tuesday each month, and if you are interested in 

joining in, let me know.

George Watkins 

president@rrrpca.com
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Fifth Gear
        Steve Waller
             Editor

Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member and other outside submissions for space and content.  If there is a reason to 
publish an article exactly as submitted please let us know.

I hope everyone is staying healthy and getting out in your 

Porsche occasionally.

One of my monthly tasks in putting Ramblings together 

is updating the monthly calendar.  Sometimes this is a job 

that requires going through recent emails and recalling 

conversations about changes in the events.  Not so much 

recently.  I officially canceled the social for July in this 
issue.  Even though restaurant patios are open in New 

Mexico at 50% occupancy that doesn’t mean a stampede 

of Roadrunners would be welcome.  We’ll have to take it 

month by month but don’t hold your breath.

The region did hold it’s first event since March the last 
weekend of June.  Autocross organizer and competitor 

Evelyn Watkins negotiated the twisty turns of state, local, 

and PCA regulations to stage a AX event.  Everyone 

was diligent about abiding by the current guidelines and 

managed to have a great time.  Thanks to Damian Kemm 

for the pictures, and to all the Roadrunner volunteers that 

make it happen.  By the way there is another autocross on 

the schedule for late July. 

I drive the AX trailer to the events at Sandia Speedway.  

In the RV lot where we keep the trailer I’ve noticed a 

couple interesting cars are stored.  One is this Porsche 

928.  This poor car has spent the last couple years parked 

amongst these giant RVs.  Not the life any Porsche would 

like to have.  The last time I was there I noticed another 

noteworthy vehicle…an AMC Pacer.  And not just a Pacer 

but a Pacer X!!  When I tried to think of a caption for 

the two pictures, all I could think of was Beauty and the 

Beast.    

I must confess, I have a soft spot for Porsche Targas.  

While other sports cars have had split roof or targa type 

tops Porsche was the only manufacturer that branded 

Targa right on the pillar.  I didn’t know much about the 

history of the car.  So when a story showed up on Porsche 

newswire on the Targa story I read it and shared it with 

everyone in this month’s Ramblings.  A couple years 

ago when I spent an afternoon at the Porsche Experience 

Center in LA, I requested a Targa to drive on the track.  I 

guess I like that middle ground between and cabriolet and 

a hard top.  

Of course, during this time when not much is going on 

feel free to send me short stories and pictures of what 

you might be doing with your Porsche.  I’ll make sure 

everyone gets to see them in Roadrunner Ramblings.  

Steve Waller 

Ramblings@rrrpca.com
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• Stock and performance 
engine building

• Alignments

• Suspension upgrades

• Corner weight and 
balance tuning OEM 
parts and accessories

• Transmission mods  
and rebuilding

• Maintenance for ALL 
daily drivers

• Two and four wheel 
dyno tuning available

Performance MotorCar 
InvestmentsPMCI

505-898-6487    1-800-437-PMCI    www.pmciinc.com

Need Special Service 
for your Porsche? 

FOR OVER 30 YEARS, WE HAVE BEEN NEW MEXICO’S ONLY 
INDEPENDENT PORSCHE ONLY SERVICE FACILITY.  

WE SPECIALIZE IN:

Trust our knowledge. We have a proven track record with FTD’s and track victories 

in Club and Vintage Racing. Call for your appointment today.  

- Russ Kelso, Owner

  FIND US ON FACEBOOK: PerformanceMotor CarInvestments

www.veritas-athena.com

Do you have a power of attorney in place? What does a power of attorney 

provide? When does a power of attorney terminate? Do you have a health 

care directive? Why is it important? Do you have a will? Is a will necessary? 

What are the alternatives to probate? Is there a family member who is 

incapacitated and needs help with daily care and their finances? How can 

that family member be helped? Have you done any estate planning of your 

assets? How do you ensure financial protection of your assets?

 Is your family disagreeing about how to care for an older relative? 

Veritas Athena, LLC, is in the business of assisting you to plan for life 

management and decisions. We do in-home free consultations and visits to 

discuss all aspects of life management. We assist you in considering all the 

alternatives available and prepare the documents needed to protect your 

future and your family’s. The Veritas Athena, LLC team has combined 

experience of over 50 years in finance, legal, administration and court work.

VERITAS ATHENA, LLC
Protecting your future

Protect yourself and your family from the 

consequences of not preparing for the future.

Contact us today for a free consultation.

GREG IRELAND

505-385-1502

CRYSTAL ANSON

505-337-9151
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9 Roadrunner Ramblings July 2020

2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July

Saturday, July 4 Cars ’n Coffee Canceled

Tuesday, July 14 Membership/Board mtg Online

Thursday, July 16 Meet ’n Greet Canceled

Saturday, July 25 Die Serie 5 Autocross Sandia Speedway

August

Saturday, Aug. 1 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, Aug. 11 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Thursday, Aug. 20 Meet ’n Greet TBD  Santa Fe

Saturday, Aug. 29 Die Serie 6 Autocross Sandia Speedway

September

Saturday, Sept. 5 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Sunday, Sept. 6 Corrales Round Up Corrales, NM

Tuesday, Sept. 8 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Saturday, Sept. 12 Die Serie 7 Autocross Sandia Speedway

October

Saturday, Oct. 3 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Saturday, Oct. 3 Balloon Fiesta Breakfast Porsche of Albuquerque

Tuesday, Oct. 13 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Saturday, Oct. 17 Chili cook off TBD

Sat-Sun , Oct 17-18 Die Serie 8 & 9 Autocross McGee Park Farmington

November

Saturday, Nov. 7 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, Nov. 10 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Thursday, Nov. 19 Meet ’n Greet Freight House Bernalillo

December

Saturday, Dec. 5 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, Dec. 8 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Please note:  During this time of social distancing due to COVID-19 in person board meeting will be suspended.  The meetings will be held either 
online or by phone conference call.  Any member can participate.  To gain access contact Roadrunner Region President George Watkins.
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In the Zone
Rich Sanders

Zone 9 Rep

“Back to normal.2” – a mid-cycle update.

By now you all probably get that I like to write about 

more than current events. But I figure that in times of 
important changes in our routine of operating PCA 

regions, its probably a priority to err on the side of over 

communicating on the topic of “what’s going on”. 

Last month, I addressed the higher hurdles that your 

region leaders are now required to address prior to 

gaining insurance approval for any moving car event. 

The inevitable result is going to be that your club’s 

committee leaders will face one of two choices- either 

earn permission to run the event with lots of health 

and safety hurdles to assure to the national office; or 
cancel it. You can trust that it is heartbreaking for an 

organizer to cancel any planned activity. A lot of work 

goes into simply getting it on the calendar to begin 

with. Further, if the stars align and an event is proven 

to be insurable, then it’s that much more work for the 

unpaid, unreimbursed volunteers that give up their time 

to bring it your way!

Not to beat a dead horse, but the reason for stressing 

the work in the paragraph above is to restate one 

sentence from last months “Back to Normal?” 

column. It said, “Please be patient with your region’s 

volunteer activities leaders who will be responsible for 

implementing this new expectation”.

Last Sunday, I attended one of the four (yes- four 

versus maybe 20 in a normal year) moving car 

happenings approved across the zone for June. One of 

the restrictions that was required to hold the autocross, 

was that no car could contain more than one person. 

Among other things this meant no in-car instruction. 

This conflicted with one of the guidelines in the region, 
which is that every first-time autocross participant, 

must be released to solo, by an experienced person 

approved by the committee chair to instruct. So mid-

way through the weeks of online registration, three of 

the allowed twenty participants (yes- local restrictions 

limited the organizers to a total of twenty people on 

site) needed to be informed that their money would be 

refunded and that they could not participate. This put 

the very people-oriented volunteers in a position they 

did not enjoy at all. And to make things even more 

awkward, one of the denied participants chose to show 

up, make a scene, and make critical comments about 

the organizer who had already been through lots of 

anguish, just trying to keep the program alive. This 

was disappointing, heartbreaking, and embarassing. 

We need to keep in mind that ALL OF US, both 

members and volunteers are likely feeling a lot more 

general frustration with 2020, than most years in the 

recent past.  So let’s all just count to ten. Then count 

backwards, if you need a little more time. Then try to 

find some hint of a silver lining in whatever just set 
things off.

At the time of this writing, Friday June 20, I was to 

have been on the road to the 65th Porsche Parade in 

a new toy. Parade was canceled, but our meetings are 

still on. So instead of being in the California sun, I’ll 

spend tomorrow on a 6 hour Zoom call with all of the 

other zone reps. And then, Sunday will be a several 

hour “Go to Meeting” call with the EC and the rest of 

the national staff. Further, the new toy, originally due 

in May, isn’t here until next month due to the March 

corona virus shutdown of the Zuffenhausen factory. 

So I’ll count to ten. And then backwards. And then I’ll 

look for the silver lining. The highs in Palm Desert 

during the planned days of Parade, will range from 

106 to 113 degrees. Here in Utah it will be 70- 90 

degrees. That’s silver lining #1.  And as to the delayed 
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car delivery. Well, I guess that’s 1200 miles I won’t be 

putting on the car on a boring I-15 between here and 

SoCal. The car deserves better! So that’s silver lining #2. 

And besides, both problems are a first world issue, and a 
selfish concern if I seriously consider either in the context 
of everything that’s happening around us at this moment 

in history. So I have ZERO reason to be upset and simply 

count my blessings in addition to counting to ten. I hope 

we can all do the same.

It’s about the cars and the people. We have our cars, 

however if you are anything like me, you are missing the 

people part as well. But this too shall pass! Until then, 

keep your cool.

Rich Sanders 

Zone 9 Rep 

Zone9Rep@pca.org

Social distanced driver’s meeting

Colorful IRPCA Past President and 

autocrosser Gigi C.

Rich Sanders- zone 9 rep.

Radios- Social Distanced and 

Disinfected

Why do cars at autocross always seem to 

be more color forward!

Disinfecting of flags and radios will be 
the new normal
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2009 Boxster 987.2 FaceliFt!

A while back in BC times (Before the Covid), I was 

enjoying one of those wonderful Porsche runs when a 

dump truck pulled on to the highway in front of me.  I 

slowed down and soon discovered his previous load was 

sand.  The driver had failed to securely latch the release 

flap at the back of the truck, and when he hit a bump in 
the road, the flap opened and released a cloud of sand 
that enveloped the Boxster.  While I was still braking, the 

truck hit a second bump.  I can still hear that “tinkling 

sound” of the sand hitting the car.

After speaking with many of our fellow club members, I 

chose Loid’s Collison for the repair work.  Loid has been 

in business for 14 years, and used to be on Edith, but two 

years ago he moved to a new location just a little bit to 

the east of the Balloon Park.  This location has two brand 

new buildings totaling 17,000 square feet, with one 

building having a “state of the art” painting booth inside.

Work began in the body shop building, where the 

mechanics “disassembled” the Boxster.  Off came the 

bumpers, mirrors, side vents, door handles, etc.  Inside 

door panels were removed to gain access to the door 

handle assemblies.  Parts were removed for a future 

windshield replacement as well.

When moved to the paint shop building, another team 

began working on the problems.  The “sand blasting” 

damage was worse than thought, so parts of the hood 

required sanding to bare metal to repair pitting.  The 

front bumper had similar damage, and the rear bumper 

had a noticeable dent from a different incident (no, 

Article and photos by Willard MenNe
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Marsha didn’t do it…I did it).

Renee Chavez applied the primer and sealer coat 

before shooting three coats of paint and two clear 

coats.  Both bumpers were placed on a rack and 

painted separately.  He did a most excellent job!
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On to the “cut and polish” room where I met Tim Vigil.  

Tim spent many hours with the Boxster as he brought 

out the shine and beauty of Porsche Ruby Red Metallic 

paint.  I am envious of his toolbox (full of buffers and 

polishes).  Tim has been with Loid’s for over five years.

Following polish came a short return visit to the mechanics, who put it all the pieces back together again.  The 

new windshield was also installed.
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Loid has another dedicated service area just for 

installing the protective films (clear bras) commonly 
used today.  The Boxster’s previous clear bra covered 

only half of the hood and fenders, but this time we went 

for the entire front end, including the windshield frame.  

A quick note about the film used today compared to 
that installed ten years ago:  today’s material is not only 

stronger, it has “self-healing” characteristics as well.  

Rick Casaus did the work.  Rick is well known in the 

local car community for his quality work.

Back to Tim for a final polish and wax before delivery.  
Now I need a concours to enter!
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June 27 & 28 autocrosses held at sandia!

Article by Evelyn Watkins, Photos by Damian Kemm

WOW!  What a surprise when we got a call on June 8th 

that Sandia Speedway got the County and State approval 

to reopen.  And thanks to Larry Bost who had everything 

ready to submit to PCA requesting insurance for the events 

on June 27 & 28.  We opened registration, hoping we 

would get the insurance, at 4:45 pm on Friday, June 12 and 

within 5 hours there were 18 Roadrunners registered to 

drive!  And the next day both days already had people wait-

listed!  Our insurance arrived on Monday the 15th, and we 

had a lot of work to do!

Jim Garton designed course maps for both days; no-
contact thermometers, masks, gloves, disinfectants, were 

purchased; site requirements for social distancing for cars, 
as well as people had to be determined to know how many 

cars we could accommodate safely. Then we had to notify 

everyone who would be confirmed or waitlisted. We also 
determined the requirements from the State and venue, 

and the procedures we would be using to keep everyone 

as safe as possible.  But within the two weeks, everything 

came together and we were ready to go!  Ken Sears even 

provided individual bottles of hand sanitizer for everyone.

We ended up with 26 drivers each day, plus volunteers to 

take photographs and help with recording times.  Ken Sears 

& Peter MacCorquodale spearheaded the check-in (with 

temperature checks & collecting waivers), Mike Courtney 

& Heather Richard set up the canopy for timing, Lisa 

Hernandez set up and recorded times on the boards, set out 

flags, radios, fire extinguishers; others strung out the timing 
& display cables, set up grid and the courses, and did a host 

of other work at the track. With all their help, we managed 

to stay very close to our usual schedule and start on time!  

(Apologies for not knowing, or remembering, who did 

other things.) Tom Reynolds & Paul Dodd did the computer 

timing.  And as usual, everyone pitched in to take down and 

put away everything at the end of the weekend.  I was so 

pleased that everyone followed the masking and distancing 

requirements and worked to keep everyone else safe.  I 

think that people were as excited about seeing each other 

again as they were about driving autocross, and wanted to 

be sure we could do it again.  A huge thanks to all! 

Both courses were fast but long, taking over a minute to 

complete each run.  But on both days, the times indicated 

that this is going to be a very competitive season, with only 

tenths of a second separating most of the times scored.  

On Saturday and again on Sunday, Tom Reynolds had the 

fastest time of the day in his 2019 Camaro ZL1.  Paul Dodd 

in his 2007 Cayman S and Mike Courtney in his 2016 GT4 

alternated taking second and third each day, with James 

Wilson in fourth.  More Porsches were being driven at our 

June autocross than we’ve had since Fiesta 2017.  Of the 

26 drivers, only six or seven were driving non-Porsches in 

the events.  (If this keeps up we may be able to go back to 

the Porsche class system!  I can hardly imagine how many 

Porsche drivers we would have if we didn’t have to restrict 

the number of participants during this pandemic.)

Our next autocross is scheduled for July 25th at Sandia 

Speedway.  Registration on MotorsportReg.com should 

open on July 10th.  Again, registration will be limited, 

but PCA members get priority. So if you’re interested in 

joining us then, check MotorsportReg.com (MSR) as soon 

as registration opens.  No spectators are allowed, but we 

can always find a place for volunteers to come out and help.  
Everyone has to pre-register on MSR, whether driving or 

volunteering.  “It’s not just the cars, it’s [definitely] the 
people!”
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* Times shown include penalty (cones). Each (cone) adds 2 seconds.

Drivers:27   Runs:222   Average Lap: 69.328   Cones:76   DNFs:6

FTD:  EXP 97 Tom Reynolds 2019 Camaro ZL1  62.026 Run 9

-- Overall Raw Scores  Raw 

97  EXP Tom Reynolds 2019 Camaro ZL1 62.026

17  EXP Paul Dodd 2007 Porsche Cayman S 62.230    (0.204)

18  EXP Michael Courtney 2016 Porsche Cayman GT4 62.908    (0.678)

37  EXP James Wilson 2011 Porsche  Cayman S 63.099    (0.191)

63  EXP David Flynn 2009 Porsche Cayman S 63.395    (0.296)

61  EXP MaryLou Holmes 2014 Porsche Cayman S 63.738    (0.343)

171 EXP George Watkins 2007 Caterham SV 63.788    (0.050)

14  EXP Heather Richard 2016 Porsche Cayman GT4 63.798    (0.010)

67  EXP Damian Kemm 2014 Porsche Cayman S 63.986    (0.188)

43  EXP Jim Garton 2016 Scion FR86-S 64.253    (0.267)

^^^^  ̂Top 10 ̂ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

22  ADV Robert Burrus 2018 Porsche Cayman 65.617    (1.364)

47  ADV Ken Richardson 2014 Porsche Cayman S 66.196    (0.579)

42  ADV Alan Mitchell 2006 Porsche 911 67.032    (0.836)

56  INT Mark White 2017 Mazda Miata 67.206    (0.174)

451 NOV Peter MacCorquodale 2006 Cayman S 67.421    (0.215)

317 ADV Evelyn Watkins 2011 Porsche Boxster Spyder 67.923    (0.502)

25  INT Cathie Tardy 2007 Porsche Boxster 68.313    (0.390)

45  NOV Ken Sears 2006 Cayman S 68.410    (0.097)

74  NOV Andrew Richardson 2000 VW Golf GTI 68.995    (0.585)

11  NOV Paul Henning 2018 Porsche Cayman S 69.322    (0.327)

87  ADV Jeremy Mayne 1987 Porsche 944 Turbo 69.843    (0.521)

2   NOV Brett Rimer 2003 BMW Z4 71.016    (1.173)

137 INT Shannon Siderius 2011 Porsche Cayman S 71.272    (0.256)

700 NOV Zach Mayne 1969 Porsche 911 72.610    (1.338)

71  NOV Melanie Dodd 2007 Porsche Cayman S 73.547    (0.937)

007 NOV Joanne Williams 2002 Boxster S 78.115    (4.568)

* Times shown do not include penalties.

Drivers:26   Runs:205   Average Lap: 68.845   Cones:59   DNFs:12

FTD:  EXP 97 Tom Reynolds 2019 Camaro ZL1  61.451 Run 5

-- Overall Raw Scores   Raw

97  EXP Tom Reynolds 2019 Camaro ZL1 61.451

18  EXP Michael Courtney 2016 Porsche Cayman GT4 62.306    (0.855)

17  EXP Paul Dodd 2007 Cayman S 62.446    (0.140)

37  EXP James Wilson 2011 Porsche Cayman S 62.629    (0.183)

43  EXP Jim Garton 2016 Scion FR86-S 62.695    (0.066)

171 EXP George Watkins 2007 Caterham SV 63.525    (0.830)

63  EXP David Flynn 2009 Porsche Cayman S 63.958    (0.433)

61  EXP MaryLou Holmes 2014 Porsche Cayman S 64.021    (0.063)

22  ADV Robert Burrus 2018 Porsche Cayman 64.476    (0.455)

67  EXP Damian Kemm 2014 Porsche Cayman S 64.489    (0.013)

^^^^  ̂Top 10 ̂ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

14  ADV Heather Richard 2016 Porsche Cayman GT4 64.698    (0.209)

40  ADV Jimmy Alonso 2004 Subaru STi 65.112    (0.414)

07  EXP Brett Webb Ford Fiesta ST 65.149    (0.037)

74  NOV Andrew Richardson 2000 VW Golf GTI 65.771    (0.622)

42  ADV Alan Mitchell 2006 Porsche 911 66.317    (0.546)

47  ADV Ken Richardson 2014 Porsche Cayman S 66.447    (0.130)

11  NOV Paul Henning 2018 Porsche Cayman S 66.657    (0.210)

45  NOV Ken Sears 2006 Cayman S 66.946    (0.289)

111 INT Wally Allen 2018 Subaru STi 67.955    (1.009)

451 NOV Peter MacCorquodale 2006 Cayman S 68.489    (0.534)

317 ADV Evelyn Watkins 2011 Porsche Boxster Spyder 68.575    (0.086)

87  ADV Jeremy Mayne 1987 Porsche 944 Turbo 69.297    (0.722)

137 INT Shannon Siderius 2011 Porsche Cayman S 71.418    (2.121)

700 NOV Zach Mayne 1969 Porsche 911 72.554    (1.136)

71  NOV Melanie Dodd 2007 Porsche Cayman S 73.006    (0.452)

26  NOV James Price 2011 BMW Z4 87.537   (14.531)
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history oF the Porsche targa

NEWSROOM

Porsche introduced the 911 Targa at the International Motor 

Show in Frankfurt in September 1965. The Targa is neither 

a cabriolet nor a coupé, neither a hard top nor a saloon, but 

something completely new.

Driving in the open air can now be enjoyed like never 

before in open-top cars in a variety of different ways thanks 

to a removable folding roof and a fold-down plastic rear 

window: completely closed, fully open or just with the 

center roof section removed or the rear window folded 

down. The Targa concept was the starting signal for a totally 

different kind of Porsche driving experience and would 

be featured not only in all future 911 generations, but also 

subsequently in other cars, such as the 914 and the Carrera 

GT. 

With the new concept, Porsche was responding to increased 

safety requirements for open-top cars in the American 

market, countering voices calling for cabriolets to be 

completely banned in the United States. When deciding 

on a name for the model, consideration was given to race 

tracks where Porsche has been particularly successful, 

quickly leading to Targa Florio – the road race in Sicily 

where Porsche has enjoyed great motorsport success since 

the mid 1950s. For a short while, “911 Flori” was under 

discussion, until Head of Domestic Sales Harald Wagner 

stumbled on the answer by asking the question: “Why don‘t 

we just call it Targa?” The Italian term also means “number 

plate,” but legend has it that this only came to light when 

the copywriters were working on the sales brochure. In 

August 1965, Porsche applied for a patent for the Targa 

concept and from autumn 1966 the Targa supplemented the 

Coupé for the 911, 911 S and 912 with resounding success. 

From the late summer of 1967, the Targa models could also 

be optionally ordered with a fixed and heated rear window 
made of safety glass in place of the fold-down plastic rear 

window. A solution that became standard equipment just a 

year later and which remained a feature of the Targa more or 

less unchanged until 1993. 
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The Targa also remained a fixture of the product range for 
the second 911 generation, the G series models built from 

the late summer of 1973. For the first time, the 911 body 
was sustainably modified, now featuring new box-shaped 
bumpers with black bellows on the side, in line with new 

legislation in the United States. They were able to absorb 

impacts up to speeds of 5 mph without any damage to the 

body. No changes were made to the technical Targa roof 

design. The visual appearance was modified, however, 
with the previous durable brushed stainless steel Targa roll 

bar now also available in black. Even when the 911 SC 

cabrio was included in the range in January 1983, once 

again a Porsche that could be driven with a fully open top, 

the Targa remained a fixed constant – even beyond the end 
of G series production in 1989. 

As early as the autumn of 1988, Porsche introduced the 

first all-wheel drive 911 with the 911 Carrera 4 Type 964, 
making it the third generation of the iconic sports car 

from Zuffenhausen. Porsche retained the classic body 

shape of the 911, but underneath about 85 percent of all 

the parts were new. Just a year later, a variant with classic 

rear-wheel drive was also available in the form of the 911 

Carrera 2, but all three body types could also be ordered: 

Coupé, Cabriolet and Targa. The 911 Carrera 2 Targa and 

911 Carrera 4 Targa, built until 1993, still had the classic 

Targa roll bar and the removable roof center section. A 

total of 87,663 Targa models were built within the first 
three 911 generations. 

The fourth generation of the 911 Type 993 was introduced 

in autumn 1993 in combination with a new body 

design, with the development of a new Targa concept 

from November 1995. For the first time in the 911, the 
front wings were wider and significantly flatter. The 
rear wings were also wider and ran in a straighter line 

to the rear. As well as extensive enhancements to the 

engine and chassis, generation 993 took the Targa idea 

in a completely different direction, without the Targa 

roll bar. The roof, made of tinted heat- insulating glass, 

running from the front window frame to the rear, was now 

encased within a longitudinal safety structure. Divided 

into electrical moving segments, it opened smoothly 

at the push of a button and retracted behind the rear 

window like a wide sliding roof. The main benefits of the 
new solution included reduced wind noise with a sun-

drenched interior when the roof was closed. A continuing 

characteristic of this Targa: the tapered rear windows. The 

new Targa concept of the 993 series combined open-top 

driving pleasure with the 911 for the first time, without 
fundamentally changing the classic coupé roofline. 

Porsche presented the fifth 911 generation with the 911 
Carrera Type 996 in 1997. It was completely redesigned 

and relied on water- cooled six-cylinder boxer engines for 

the first time. The Targa was available from December 
2001 alongside the Coupé and Cabriolet. Just like its 

predecessor, the 911 Targa had an electrically operated 

glass roof, now with a surface area of more than 16 square 

feet. There had never before been that much glass surface 

area in a Porsche 911. The new Targa was also the first 
911 to provide a rear window that could be folded up. This 

made it easy to access the rear storage compartment with 

more than 8 cubic feet of storage to load suitcases, bags or 

other luggage. 

September 2006 saw the introduction of the 911 Targa 

belonging to the now sixth 911 generation, type 997. 

In principle, it had the same Targa roof design as its 

predecessor, but with an additional practical rear lid. 

However, the use of special glass made it possible to 

reduce the weight by 4 pounds, and two high-gloss 

polished aluminium strips along the edges of the roof were 

especially eye-catching. In addition, the 911 Targa was 

now only available in the two all-wheel drive variants – 

the 911 Targa 4 and the 911 Targa 4S. 

In September 2011, Porsche introduced the seventh and 

fully redesigned 911 generation. Following the coupé and 

cabriolet body variants, the 911 Targa was presented in 

January 2014, cast as a modern classic with its innovative 

Targa roof. The classic Targa idea was successfully 

combined with state-of-the-art roof convenience for the 

first time. Just like the legendary original Targa, the new 
model had the characteristic wide bar in place of B-pillars, 

a moving roof section above the front seats, and a wrap-

around rear window without a C-pillar. But unlike the 

classic models, the roof was opened and closed in the new 

Targa at the push of a button. The fully automatic roof 

system spectacularly hid the hardtop element behind the 

rear seat system. The new 911 Targa represented a high-

end, innovative new edition of the 1965 classic. 
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the high road to taos

Article and photos by Steve Waller

Back roads driving in New Mexico is the best.  It’s 

the best because many of these areas are so remote 

and sparsely traveled, that you can enjoy the scenery 

and give your Porsche a workout.  That was the story 

on Wednesday morning July 1st for myself, Mike 

and Paula Suttle, Bill Oaks, and Bob and Patricia 

Blackwell.  The destination was lunch in Taos, but 

as we know it’s not the destination but the journey.  

There was cause for celebration along the way.  Bill 

Oaks recently celebrated his 90th birthday.  And Bob 

and Patricia Blackwell recently celebrated their 60th 

wedding anniversary.  A stop at the Church of San Jose’ 

de la Gracia in Las Trampas provided a good photo op 

of the honorees and a cover for Ramblings.  Patricia 

told an interesting story of her childhood.  Her family 

from Albuquerque would come up to this church every 

year to help with the re-mudding of the walls.  The 

drive continued up to Taos, and back though the Rio 

Grande canyon Velarde route.  It was a great way to 

start a holiday weekend.  Get out and drive.
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Photo by James Baca
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ROADRUNNER
MEMBERSHIP
REPORT
Marc Schwartz

Roadrunner Membership Chair

marc@mobiusdesign.com

I hope you’re all doing well and had a Happy 4th of July. 

This year was clearly different with no fireworks to be seen 

from Balloon Fiesta Park. Santa Fe anyone? My Heights 

hood had an impromptu, not so legal but definitely safe 

get together and a parade of, well, 6 cars. There were a 

surprising number of neighbors, safely in their driveways, 

waving flags and cheering us on. It was nicely patriotic. 

Note my Carrera is now restored back to original.

This month, our GEAR store re-opens. You can order your 

DRIVE or CLASSIC member badges at rrrpca.com/rrr-gear 

Please stay connected with Rob and I. We do look forward

to the day we can all drive together. Stay safe and healthy.

Marc Schwartz   

Roadrunner Membership Chair

marc@mobiusdesign.com

Rob Ryan   

Roadrunner Membership Liaison

robreagan2@gmail.com

____________________________________________________

And here’s your stats.

Roadrunner Region Members as of July 1, 2020

Primary Members  440 

Affiliate Members  263 

Total RRR Members 703 = –5 members

Test-Drive Participants 1

PCA Juniors 15

PCA National Members as of July 1, 2020

Primary Members  86,288 

Affiliate Members  47,552

Total Members (inc.17 Life) 133,857  

New Roadrunner Region Members in June, 2020

Zach Mayne – Albuquerque – 1969 911T Gray 

Roadrunner Transfer IN Members in June, 2020

Wayne Reeves – Albuquerque – (HUR) 2000 911 Carrera Black

Roadrunner Transfer OUT Members in June, 2020

James Ang – Inland Northwest (INW)

  

July 1, 
2020
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Important Documents 

available in the Members 

Only section of the website.

  Minutes from All Board Meetings

  Current Membership Directory

  Region Deadlines and Information

You don’t need a login to download the 
Ramblings. Refer to your “welcome new 
member” email OR  the “new website” 
email for the security password required 
to view any member documents or 
member information. OR contact  
ann@mulhernadvertising.com
Thank you!

We Need Your Photos  

and Stories!

Ramblings is always looking for PCA   

members’ contributions!  Got anything 

you think might be interesting?  

Send it in to Ann Mulhern at 

ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We’d love to see it!
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Tech Tips from Pedro

RIP-OFFS
 by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA

Few things tick me off more than seeing people getting 

ripped off by false promises.

This happens every single day and all around us.  Every 

now and then I’ll get a call from someone who wants to 

find out more about a particular product for his Porsche, or 
better yet, wants to find out if a vendor’s claims are true, 
and the three most common are: High-flow air filters, Low-
temp thermostats and high HP mufflers.

Let’s start with the first: High-Flow Air Filters.  These are 

generally marketed as lifetime filters.  They have a metallic 
screen mesh with woven in cotton fibers that are then 
impregnated with oil.  They claim to improve automotive 

performance and increase HP because they flow more air.

But here’s the other side of the story.  

If a filter passes more air than the OEM it means that it has 
larger holes.  Larger holes also let more dirt through which 

is not good for the engine.  Small droplets of the oil that 

impregnates the filter’s mesh and are supposed to catch the 
unwanted particles, get picked up by the incoming air and 

end up on the Mass Airflow Sensor’s surfaces, eventually 
damaging it or hampering its ability to “read” the correct 

amount of incoming air which is shared with the car’s 

computer in order to maintain the optimum mix of air/gas.

Their claims of better filtration are not real. You can do 
a simple test.  Clean the inside of your car’s air intake 

system, from the air filter housing to the throttle body.  
Install a new OEM foam/paper filter and drive normally 
for 30 days.  Inspect the intake system and wipe clean 

with some white-colored paper towels.  Keep the used 

towels for later comparison.  Now, with the intake clean 

again, install a new Hi-Flow, oiled air filter and again drive 
normally for 30 days.  Go back and wipe clean your intake 

system with fresh white paper towels and compare with 

the previously used towels from the previous 30 days.  I 

guarantee that you will clearly see the difference, in favor 

of the OEM foam/paper filter.

As per the more horsepower claims, the ONLY way to 

make more horsepower in an internal combustion engine is 

by passing more air through it.  But the filter is NOT what 
dictates the amount of air that reaches the engine. That’s 

the function of the throttle body.  The TB is the limiting 

or restricting piece in the flow of air.  Making that claim 
is akin to saying that if you drink from a larger container 

you can drink more water.  The amount of water you can 

drink is restricted by your throat’s size.  You can’t drink 

more than your throat will pass even if you drank from a 5 

gallon bucket.

So, why would anyone want to install an aftermarket filter 
that passes more dirt to the engine, fouls the MAF and 

doesn’t allow more air into the pistons?

Tandem to the Air Filters is usually a “cold air intake” kit.

First of all, all modern Porsches already have a cold air 

intake, meaning that the air that reaches the filter and then 
the engine comes from outside of the engine bay, hence 

“cold”.  Many times these “cold air intakes” actually are 

the contrary as they allow hot air from the engine bay to 

get to the engine.  The colder the air, the more dense it is 

and the more power it can make.
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My second pet peeve is the Low Temp Thermostat.  These 

claim that it will keep your Porsche’s engine running cooler 

and hence, better.  It will do neither.

The thermostat in your house can keep the house cooler when 

you dial down the temperature.  This is so because it keeps the 

A/C compressor running longer and pumping in more cold air.

But in your Porsche (or any water-cooled car for that matter) 

the thermostat doesn’t work that way.  Automotive thermostats 

are a simple valve that can only be open or closed, period.  

When you start your cold Porsche in the morning, the 

thermostat is closed.  It stays closed so that the small amount 

of coolant in the engine is circulated within the engine and 

can warm up to operating temperature quickly.  Once this 

coolant reaches the optimal temp, lets say 185 degrees F, 

the thermostat opens and allows the coolant to travel to the 

radiators and back to the engine and maintain it’s optimal 

temperature.  If you are stuck in traffic and there’s no airflow 
through the radiators you’ll notice the engine’s temp will rise a 

bit, so the car turns on its radiator fans to force air through the 

radiators and keep the coolant’s temp where it should be.

But installing a lower-temp thermostat, for instance, a 165 

degree F, will not keep the engine cooler, in fact the only 

thing it will do is open before the engine reaches its operating 

temperature.  After it gets to 165 degrees it stays open and has 

no more temperature-controlling ability.  It’s up to the radiator 

fans and or your speed through the air to maintain the engines 

temp.  So, why would anyone dish out their hard-earned 

money and install a generally more expensive thermostat that 

will just keep the car from warming up sooner?

Some of the vendors that offer these low temp thermostats will 

tell you that the OEM 185 degree thermostat won’t fully open 

until it reaches 200 degrees and that’s why you need the cooler 

one.  If your thermostat takes that long to open, replace it with 

another OEM piece.  Your car will appreciate it.

The third (and not the least) of my aftermarket pet peeves is 

the aftermarket mufflers that claim better horsepower because 
the have better air flow.

In the exhaust system, the only part that can effectively 

improve the car’s performance independently of the rest of 

the system is a set of equal length headers because they can 

reduce wasted energy from a standard exhaust manifold.  But 

a muffler by itself (the silencers) can only modify the final 
sound you hear as the gasses flow out into the atmosphere.  
A super efficient muffler cannot improve your car’s airflow 
because, as we now know, that can only happen by installing 

a larger throttle body.  What many aftermarket exhausts do 

for a Porsche is reduce its horsepower and introduce droning.  

There is a lot of acoustical work and engineering that goes into 

designing and manufacturing a sports car muffler and generally 
the OEM is the one that makes the best exhaust for a particular 

car.  The original Porsche Sport Exhaust (PSE) is a superior 

product that I can highly endorse.  It has valves that open or 

close depending on the engine’s performance and allow more 

gasses to bypass the muffler and thus free up backpressure.  
When the engine is not being taxed, the valves close and all is 

quiet.  

There are several aftermarket brands that offer excellent 

exhaust systems as well, but they are very expensive since they 

are usually made from exotic materials such as carbon fiber, 
titanium, etc.

When purchasing performance products for your Porsche do 

your homework and don’t get ripped off.

Happy Porsche’ing,

Pedro
For more information on all things Porsche, please visit my website:

www.PedrosGarage.com

©2018 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com
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Office and Industrial Cleaning, Maid and Carpet Care Services
Four Seasons Cleaning has been serving Albuquerque and surrounding areas 

for over 30 years offering a variety of services to homes and businesses.

Michael Galaviz, Proprietor and PCA Member
   Office: 505-254-2180 � Cell: 505-489-0755

visit our website www.fourseasonscleaning.com

Carpet Cleaning Coupon

$25.00 / room - 3 Room Minimum

Combo Rooms considered as 2 Rooms

Exp.12-31-2020
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Confidence through the corners,

because we never cut them. 

 
Professional platinum details service includes: exterior wash, high gloss wax 

and polish, clean and dress tires, clear coat paint sealant treatment, vacuum 

and dust interior, clean all windows and door jambs, dress all exterior surfaces, 

clean all vinyl, leather, surfaces, shampoo all fabric surfaces. 

 

 Spring Cleaning Detail Special.*

©2020 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of traffic laws at all times.  
European model shown. Some options may not be available in the U.S.  * Valid membership card must be displayed to receive discount.

Porsche Albuquerque
8900 Pan American FWY NE
(505) 821-4000
porschealbuquerque.com
Service Hours M - F 7:30AM - 5:30PM
Sat 8:00 AM - 4:00PM
Appointments recommended.


