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Porsche Albuquerque
8900 Pan American FWY NE
(505) 821-4000
porschealbuquerque.com
Service Hours M - F 7:30AM - 5:30PM
Sat 8:00 AM - 4:00PM
Appointments recommended.

©2020 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of trac laws at all times.
European model shown. Some options may not be available in the U.S. * Valid membership card must be displayed to receive discount.

With knowledge comes power. 
Speed, agility, and efficiency, too.  
 
Porsche Club of America members who display their current membership card at  
the time of write-up will enjoy membership privileges on their repair labor charges.  
We recognize you have a choice when servicing your Porsche and appreciate your  
loyalty to porsche Albuquerque. 
 
 Porsche Genuine Parts and Service.*
Only at your local authorized  Porsche dealer.
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Top Down
George Watkins
Region President

The summer PCA National Board meeting was held on 
July 13. A detailed financial statement may be found in 
the July issue of Panorama. As expected, revenue for the 
first half of 2020 is down. This is due to the cancellation 
of Treffen and Parade. There has also been a reduction in 
club racing activity and Panorama advertising has seen a 
drop. 

PCA saw membership decline in March, April and 
May of this year. Membership rebounded in June with 
a record number of late renewals. In the Roadrunner 
Region in July we gained two new members and we had 
two members transfer out. With the addition of a Test 
Drive member in July our primary membership grew 
by one to 441. With 266 Affiliate members our total 
membership stands at 707 as of August 1. 

In the Roadrunner Region we continue to feel the 
impact of COVID-19. Restrictions continue to impact 
large driveouts, gatherings and meet and greets. I know 
many of you get together in small groups for unofficial 
driveouts. Drive on and share your experiences and 
pictures with us in Ramblings. 

Autocross is doing well despite the challenges. We 
cannot have on-site registration, temperature checks are 
done to make sure that all participants do not have a 
fever, everyone must sign the track’s COVID-19 waiver 
and the PCA communicable disease waiver in addition 
to the PCA Liability waiver. This plus additional spacing 
between cars on the grid and making sure everyone is 
social distancing and the wearing of masks when not 

driving. All equipment used by participants is sanitized 
before initial use and between run groups.  Thanks to all 
the participants that pitch in to keep everything running. 

If you have ever thought of serving on the Roadrunner 
Region Board of Directors, now is the time to volunteer. 
I encourage members outside of Albuquerque to consider 
running for a board position. Board responsibilities 
are identified in the By-Laws, which can be found on 
our website. The Board meets monthly on the second 
Tuesday. Terms are for one year, from January 1 to 
December 31 and anyone can attend our Board meetings 
through either Zoom or conference calls.  

If you’re interested in running for the board or 
would like more information, please contact one of 
the nominating committee members: Kai Gerkey 
(secretary@rrrpca.com), Lisa Hernandez (edproserv@
gmail.com) or Mike Suttle (mp71602@gmail.com) . All 
nominations must be received no later than September 
6. Additional information will be out soon in an email 
blast. 

That is all for this month, I hope to see everyone at an 
event in the near future.

George Watkins 
president@rrrpca.com
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Fifth Gear
        Steve Waller
             Editor

Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member and other outside submissions for space and content.  If there is a reason to 
publish an article exactly as submitted please let us know.

Here at mid summer unless you have been personally 
affected by the coronavirus, it feels like life has returned 
to a new normal.  Of course kids going back to school in 
various forms will continue to be problematic.  But that’s 
life in 2020.

I saw a couple pictures in my e-mails last month that 
really caught my eye.  One of them was from Roadrunner 
member Gary Singer.  My request on email blasts for 
stories from members prompted 
Gary to email me a picture of his 
recently acquired 356 outlaw.  
The pic immediately drew my 
attention.  Not only because it 
was a great looking car, but it was 
green!  I’ve never owned a green 
car, but an attractive green always 
makes me look.  So, Gary and I 
had some back and forth on email 
and we arranged to get together at 
his place for pictures.  Gary has 
collected cars (and an American LaFrance firetruck) and 
bought and sold cars throughout his life.  This was his first 
356.  Just like nearly every Porsche owner, the quest and 
purchase of this car comes with a story.  If you know Gary 
you know he likes to tell his story.  So while we went 
to a couple location for pictures, I captured his story on 
my iPhone and transcribed it for this issue of Ramblings.  
Gary said he couldn’t recall a picture of him with his cars, 
so we put on on the cover.

Another picture in the PCA e-brake news also caught my 
eye. It was a vintage photo of a Lufthansa airliner on a 
tarmac with many 356 cars alongside.  What could this 
be?  The article was the story of the first Treffens held 
by PCA.  The Treffens were in Germany.  Early PCA 

members bought cars from Porsche and then flew together 
to Germany to pick them up and embark on a Treffen.  
PCA archivist and historian RJ Wilmoth and I shared 
some e-mails and he sent me the article. No matter how 
long I’ve been a PCA member there is always another 
piece of the Porsche history onion to be peeled back.  I 
think you’ll enjoy this piece of PCA history.  RJ is a 
treasure trove of PCA history and trivia.  Thanks RJ.

Actually those aren’t the only two 
personal stories in this issue.  In 
searching for a tech article from Pedro’s 
Garage, I came across a very personal 
article from Pedro.  He wasn’t always 
a Porsche motorhead.  He had a real 
job that took him around the globe.  On 
a business trip to Brazil he had two 
experiences that would stay with him 
forever.  Check out Pedro’s article for the 
full scoop.

The Roadrunner autocross fanatics hit the Sandia 
Speedway track for the second time this summer at the 
end of July.  You know there’s a pent up demand for 
driving events when the registration for the AX fills up 
within a few hours of opening.  This one day AX was 
made available to Porsches only due to the demand.  
Thanks to Evelyn and George Watkins and all the drivers 
and volunteers who make Roadrunner autocross a 
signature event.

I hope you enjoy this issue of Ramblings.  Stay safe and 
healthy.

Steve Waller 
Ramblings@rrrpca.com
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• Stock and performance 
engine building

• Alignments

• Suspension upgrades

• Corner weight and 
balance tuning OEM 
parts and accessories

• Transmission mods  
and rebuilding

• Maintenance for ALL 
daily drivers

• Two and four wheel 
dyno tuning available

Performance MotorCar 
InvestmentsPMCI

505-898-6487    1-800-437-PMCI    www.pmciinc.com

Need Special Service 
for your Porsche? 

FOR OVER 30 YEARS, WE HAVE BEEN NEW MEXICO’S ONLY 
INDEPENDENT PORSCHE ONLY SERVICE FACILITY.  

WE SPECIALIZE IN:

Trust our knowledge. We have a proven track record with FTD’s and track victories 
in Club and Vintage Racing. Call for your appointment today.  

- Russ Kelso, Owner

  FIND US ON FACEBOOK: PerformanceMotor CarInvestments

www.veritas-athena.com

Do you have a power of attorney in place? What does a power of attorney 
provide? When does a power of attorney terminate? Do you have a health 
care directive? Why is it important? Do you have a will? Is a will necessary? 
What are the alternatives to probate? Is there a family member who is 
incapacitated and needs help with daily care and their �nances? How can 
that family member be helped? Have you done any estate planning of your 
assets? How do you ensure �nancial protection of your assets?

 Is your family disagreeing about how to care for an older relative? 

Veritas Athena, LLC, is in the business of assisting you to plan for life 
management and decisions. We do in-home free consultations and visits to 
discuss all aspects of life management. We assist you in considering all the 
alternatives available and prepare the documents needed to protect your 
future and your family’s. The Veritas Athena, LLC team has combined 
experience of over 50 years in �nance, legal, administration and court work.

VERITAS ATHENA, LLC
Protecting your future

Protect yourself and your family from the 
consequences of not preparing for the future.

Contact us today for a free consultation.

GREG IRELAND
505-385-1502

CRYSTAL ANSON
505-337-9151
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Webmaster
webmaster@irpca.org
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2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

August

Tuesday, Aug. 11 Membership/Board mtg Conference Call

Thursday, Aug. 20 Meet ’n Greet Canceled

Saturday, Aug. 29 Die Serie 6 Autocross Sandia Speedway

September

Sunday, Sept. 6 Corrales Round Up Tentative

Tuesday, Sept. 8 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Saturday, Sept. 12 Die Serie 7 Autocross Sandia Speedway

October

Saturday, Oct. 3 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Saturday, Oct. 3 Balloon Fiesta Breakfast Porsche of Albuquerque

Tuesday, Oct. 13 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Saturday, Oct. 17 Chili cook off TBD

Sat-Sun , Oct 17-18 Die Serie 8 & 9 Autocross McGee Park Farmington

November

Saturday, Nov. 7 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, Nov. 10 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Thursday, Nov. 19 Meet ’n Greet Freight House Bernalillo

December

Saturday, Dec. 5 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, Dec. 8 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Please note:  During this time of social distancing due to COVID-19 in person board meeting will be suspended.  The meetings will be held either 
online or by phone conference call.  Any member can participate.  To gain access contact Roadrunner Region President George Watkins.

ROADRUNNER
REGION

P
O

R
S

C

HE CLUB OF AM

ER
IC

A
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In the Zone
Rich Sanders

Zone 9 Rep

Keep your cool.

Max, our Berne-doodle guard-dog, used to get mad 
when I’d head out of the house for a walk without him. 
He’d chastise me with frustrated barks as I walked out 
the door. Now he just lays on the cool stone foyer floor 
and picks up his head to acknowledge my departure.  
Too hot, he says. In fact, he’s probably sick of me as 
well, hoping I’ll spend less time in the house.  

Given that Salt Lake City is in the northwestern corner 
of the zone probably means that, except for those of 
you who are living above 7000 feet, it’s even cooler 
here than where you are. But 
despite the heat, as regions begin 
to “open up” to normal activities, 
there seems to be a pent up demand 
among members to get out and DO 
SOMETHING.  Tours, autocross 
and HPDE events are re-emerging. 
These are events that allow for 
regions to manage your health and 
safety to the greatest extent possible. 
Activities like indoor socials, cars 
and coffee events and other face 
to face activities still remain a 
challenge in most regions. Hopefully 
the situation will improve in the next 
months. But for those of us who are 
venturing out for the limited number of moving car 
activities, we are doing so right in the middle of the 
summer heat. The attached photo shows the top of an 
Intermountain Region member’s helmet reading 140 
degrees. The tarmac where we stood as cone wranglers 
was even hotter. So let’s make sure we stay well 
hydrated. 

Speaking of health, safety and helmets. For those of 

you who do participate in either autocross, HPDE 
events, or Club Racing, it is never too early to plant 
the seed with your loved ones for that perfect holiday 
gift. Just as a reminder, your 2005 Snell-rated helmet 
that you use for autocross, and/or your 2010 similarly 
rated helmet that you use for HPDE or Club Racing 
activities, will turn into a pumpkin in 2021. I’ve 
learned that the 2020 specification helmets will become 
available from the manufacturers beginning around 
October of this year. A nice gift idea if you are that 
person who is impossible to buy for.

And for those of you who enjoy 
“televised” racing, you are hopefully 
enjoying the fact that F1 racing (and for 
some, maybe NASCAR too??) is back 
in full force, at least for a limited season. 
IMSA is back as well with a limited 
schedule, and affords that only real US 
based opportunity to enjoy sanctioned 
Porsche racing from the confines of 
home. 

But if you want to see some serious 
racing excitement, with professional 
commentary, and ONLY Porsches on 
the track, YOU MUST check out PCA’s 
rapidly growing SIM racing competition. 
You can watch “Live” or “On Demand” 

races by PCA members throughout North America 
broadcast on YouTube (either on your computer screen 
or through your Smart TV) in your home. There 
have been multiple “Series” so far this year. Series 
4, at popular race venues throughout the U.S. is now 
complete and can be viewed FREE, and on demand. 
The fastest way to navigate to it as you read this, is to 
simply Google it, using the words “PCA Sim Racing 
YouTube”. Up will pop a selection of the past races. 
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Series 5 will take place in September and October. At that 
time you will be able to watch the races “Live” as well. 
Keep in mind that ALL of the racers are PCA members. 
So if you find the idea intriguing, you too may join the 
fray. A decent in-home set up is probably in the $1000-
$1500. (Use some of that money you are not spending 
due to our current situation.) At PCA.org, you can search 
SIM RACING in the search bar, and it will take you 
to all the information that you need, including a list of 
recommended items needed to get started.  PCA has also 
established an eDE training program for those of you 
who will be new to the I-Racing program. And just as in 
the physical PCA DE program, virtual racing groups are 

segmented by experience level. So don’t be intimidated 
by the videos that you see on YouTube. When you do 
get onto that “virtual” racetrack, you’ll be with similarly 
skilled drivers! Next year we are expecting also that there 
will be competitions between zones. I know of only a few 
members in the zone who are in the program today. So 
check it out. Hope to see your name on the drivers list!

Rich Sanders 
Zone 9 Rep 
Zone9Rep@pca.org
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MeMber IntervIew
Gary SInGer

RR:  Gary where did you find the car and what condition 
was it in?

GS:  I found the car on Ebay.  I had been looking for 
a 356 for several years.  I’ve lived my working life 
practicing surgical precision, so my quest was for 
the perfect car for me.  Many times the cars are too 
expensive and too nice to drive regularly.  Then I had an 
epiphany that if I got a 356 outlaw car, all the rules of the 
Porsche pixies are suspended.  I could have a car that I 
could enjoy without having to deal with naysayers saying 
that my car wasn’t authentic.  This one showed up on 
Ebay looking pretty much how it is.  It had been owned 
by a man who passed away about 12-14 years ago.  The 
owner passed when the car was in mid restoration.  His 
partner in the project owned a storage unit and the car 

was worked on there.  Some work had been done, but 
the car was not in street drive-able condition.  So the car 
languished in a storage unit garage for eight to nine years 
before the family came to claim the car.  In the meantime 
the brand new fuel tank rusted through, the fuel system 
died, seals dried out, time took its toll.  When the 
deceased owner’s son showed up to claim the car, he was 
presented with 10 years of storage unit back rent and 
costs related to the restoration.  The partner was awarded 
the car by the courts due to these past bills.  But he also 
wanted to retire.  I started talking to him and evaluating 
the car for my vision.  The car was an auction item, I 
called Joe Almers to get his opinion about a price, and 
bid 10% less with one minute to go in the auction.  There 
were 45 other bidders, and I won.  The owner called me 
immediately and said he was very happy that I got the 

Article by Steve Waller, photos by Gary Singer
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car.  And, oh by the way the car has an external fuel 
line, zip tied to the under belly, and it needs a new 
fuel tank.  After the car arrived I educated myself on 
the repairs needed and set to work.  It took nearly a 
month to get it road worthy.  As many people know 
the 356 is delightful in its simplicity.  

RR:  What exact model and year is this car?

GS:  This is a 1961 356B, T5 single grill variant.   I 
thoroughly enjoy being in touch with the 1960s.  I 
was in college at that time, and the rich kid had 
this car new.  I’ve enjoyed becoming intimately 
acquainted with the inner workings of the car.  I’m 
retired, there is no rush.  And Joe Almers was very 
helpful in mentoring me in my tasks.  I got the car I 
wanted and couldn’t be happier.
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ATTENTION ASPIRING ROADRUNNER  
BOARD MEMBERS!

Now’s the time to throw your hat in the ring 
and volunteer to serve on the Roadrunner 
board of directors! 
Candidates for the board are committing to being at all board meetings 
(one per month, on the second Tuesday from 6:00-7:30 pm, either in 
person or via conference platform for members who live outside of 
ABQ) and working as a team at all times for the good of the club. 
Terms are for one year, from January 1 to December 31.

The Roadrunner Region encourages members outside of Albuquerque 
to consider running for a board position.  As RRR continues to see 
greater event participation from outside of Albuquerque, we would 
welcome board candidates from Santa Fe, Los Alamos, and other 
areas across the region.

If you’re interested in 
running for the board 

or would like more 
information, please 

contact the nominating 
committee:  

Lisa Hernandez 
edproserv@gmail.com

Roland Wiele  
rhswiele@gmail.com 

or Steve Raab 
stephenwraab@gmail.com

All nominations must be received no later than September 6
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PCA Sim Racing provides fun and competitive online racing 
against members from all 14 Zones!
Join PCA members from all 14 Zones.

Ready to join us in PCA Sim Racing? The group is founded on the principles of gentlemen driver racing 
found in PCA Club Racing. If you are a beginner racing online this is a great place to start as we openly 
coach and mentor new drivers through our highly successful eDE Driver Education program. Races are 
broadcasted live on YouTube with professional announcers.

JOIN US!  https://register-simracing.pca.org
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  https://pcasimracing.com

Ready to join us in PCA Sim Racing? The group is founded on the principles of gentlemen driver racing 
found in PCA Club Racing. If you are a beginner racing online this is a great place to start as we openly 
coach and mentor new drivers through our highly successful eDE Driver Education program. Races are 
broadcasted live on YouTube with professional announcers.
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Sunday MornInGS wIth FrIendS  
who own PorScheS

Story and Photos by Willard MenNe

Sometimes it just happens…someone says, hey, let’s 
go for a drive-out…and then someone else says, “I’ll 
contact a couple of guys in Santa Fe.”
Six from Albuquerque met up with six from Santa Fe at 
the DeVargas Center parking lot for a Sunday morning 
P-car drive.  It was time to let those horses run free 
through some of our northern NM roads.  Apparently, 
it was going to be a GT kinda day.  I was following a 
GT3, two GT3RSs, a GT2RS, a Panamera GTS and 
two Turbos.  It was truly a nice line for the people 
watching as we left.
Unfortunately, we ran into road work issues on US64 
on the way to Tres Piedras and had to turn back.  No 
problem though, as we still got a great run by returning 
home via a right turn at Abiquiu Lake.  Unknown to 

me, there is a great New Mexico P-car road to Cuba 
located there!   I’ve included a Google map for anyone 
who may be feeling the need to drive…
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autocroSS contInueS!
Story by Evelyn Watkins photo by Mary Lou Holmes

July 25, 2020.  The alarm went off at 5 am and I heard 
the announcement, “Bad news; it’s raining.”  I thought 
of getting up, cancelling the autocross, and going back to 
bed to sleep in a while. Then I remembered that we had 
over thirty Roadrunners (plus others) who had signed 
up within the first day of registration! That’s a lot of 
folks to disappoint. We did have some attrition, due to 
mechanical issues, out-of-state registrants, malaise, first-
time participant or other reasons, but 27 drivers came, 
along with a few volunteers to round out the limit at 
thirty.  

As is getting to be usual, everyone pitched in to help 
set up.  Dave Flynn and Mike Barber took care of grids 
and tech, Cathie Tardy disinfected everything, Lisa 
Hernandez & Joanne Williams got the boards ready, 
Tom Reynolds checked out and made sure timing was 
ready to go; others took charge of setting up the canopy, 
stringing out the timing cables, putting out the cones and 
checking for safety.  Everything was ready to go by 9:30!  
What a team effort.  Thanks to everyone, whether named 
here or not.

Brett Webb, a PCA Test Drive participant, designed a 
course with every type feature imaginable.  Although 
the cross-over and a couple of Chicago boxes were 
eliminated when the features were taken off paper and 
put onto the ground, modifications to the design on site 
are common at Sandia.  It’s a challenging venue for 
design. It was Brett’s first design for Sandia and boy, 
was it fun!  We started off with a bit of a slalom, a hard 
left turn onto the road course, some gates, then after 
joining the large oval, another left to the small inside 
oval with its slalom. A right turn back to the large oval, 
through more gates then a left onto the north course and 
more slaloms, and a hairpin turn back to the large oval 
and a hard right before the Chicago box and the finish.  

Plenty of opportunities to hit cones, but frequently, folks 
missed a feature (e.g., went on the wrong side of a cone) 
and got a DNF--Did Not Finish the course as designed.  
Nobody complained, as it was long, fast and fun. (Well, I 
complained; I was having fun and wanted more runs.)

Because of the dark clouds in the afternoon and the 
threat of monsoon rains, the autocross was cut short at 
only six runs/car for the day. It was still enough runs 
to give everyone a chance to get their car out for some 
friendly competition. Tom Reynolds had the Fastest 
Time of the Day last month in his 2019 Camaro ZL1 but 
replaced it with a 2018 Race Yellow Porsche Cayman 
GTS to come back and again take FTD this month at 
66.528 seconds. James Wilson in his 2011 Speed Yellow 
Cayman S came in second, and Paul Dodd in his 2007 
Slate Gray Cayman S was third.  (Should we get yellow 
Caymans to go faster?) But you can see by the times, 
that we had lots of ‘Experts’ and times separated by tens 
or hundredths of seconds.  Lee Stauffacher came back 
to autocrossing after rebuilding his 1974 Porsche 914 
(yellow, I might add), and was only two one-thousandths 
of a second behind Steve Nelson in his 2010 Boxster.

Of note was that seven of the twenty-seven drivers were 
women. Mary Lou Holmes placed fifth in her 2014 
Cayman S. We’re hoping that more women come out and 
try autocrossing, just to show the guys that we don’t need 
separate classes any more.  We can hold our own! 

Our next scheduled event is on August 29th, so there 
may not be a write-up in the next Ramblings, but we’ll 
try to get the results into that edition.
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July 25, 2020 Die Serie #3 Sandia Speedway, 
Drivers: 28   Runs:162   Average Lap: 76.319   Cones:73   DNFs:12
FTD:  EXP 7 Tom Reynolds 2018 Cayman GTS  66.528 Run 6

-- Overall Raw Scores ----------------------------------------------- Raw ---------------------------  
7   EXP  Tom Reynolds 2018 Cayman GTS  66.528
37  EXP  James Wilson 2011 Porsche Cayman S 69.294    (2.766)
17  EXP Paul Dodd 2007 Cayman S 70.597    (1.303)
43  EXP Jim Garton 2016 Scion FR86-S 71.023    (0.426)
61  EXP MaryLou Holmes 2014 Porsche Cayman S 71.431    (0.408)
18  EXP Michael Courtney 2016 Porsche Cayman GT4 71.830    (0.399)
171  EXP George Watkins 2007 Caterham SV 72.157    (0.327)
188  EXP Michael Barber 2017 Mazda Miata 72.238    (0.081)
237  EXP Maxwell Blake 2003 Mazda Miata 72.261    (0.023)
63   EXP David Flynn 2009 Porsche Cayman S 72.847    (0.586)

^^^^  ̂Top 10 ̂ ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

00  EXP Steve Nelson 2010 Boxster. 72.968    (0.121)
74  INT Lee Stauffacher  1974 Porsche 914 72.970    (0.002)
07  ADV Brett Webb 2016 Fiesta ST 73.152    (0.182)
11  NOV Paul Henning 2018 Porsche Cayman S 73.752    (0.600)
317 ADV Evelyn Watkins 2011 Porsche Boxster Spyder 74.074    (0.322)
42  ADV Alan Mitchell  2006 Porsche 911 74.428    (0.354)
67  EXP Damian Kemm 2014 Porsche Cayman S 75.127    (0.699)
14  ADV Heather Richard 2016 Porsche Cayman GT4 75.541    (0.414)
25  INT Cathie Tardy 2007 Porsche Boxster  76.403    (0.862)
137  INT Shannon Siderius 2011 Porsche Cayman S 76.533    (0.130)
45  ADV Ken Sears 2006 Cayman S  76.762    (0.229)
111  INT Wally Allen 2018 Subaru STi   74.998+1  (0.236)
451  INT Peter MacCorquodale 2006 Cayman S 77.525    (0.527)
87  ADV Jeremy Mayne 1987 Porsche 944 Turbo  78.004    (0.479)
71  NOV Melanie Dodd 2007 Cayman S 78.934    (0.930)
700 NOV Zach Mayne 1969 Porsche 911   78.953    (0.019)
007 NOV Joanne Williams 2002 Porsche Boxster S 86.871    (7.918)
27  ADV Dominic Cagliostro 1991 Mazda Miata DNS   
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PCA Early Treffens to Europe

The name Treffen has been around PCA for over sixty 
years now. It simply means meeting or get together 
in German. The event most associated with treffen 
in PCA over the years has been the trips to Europe. A 
few years ago, we started PCA Treffen North America, 
but for this article I want to cover the early European 
trips.

The first PCA trip wasn’t call treffen, rather the first 
PCA Rally to Europe. The reason for the trip was to 
attend the 4th International Porsche Treffen and 
eventually the name treffen was used by PCA whether 
they were going to an international meeting or not. 
The International Porsche Treffen was planned by Eu-
ropean Porsche clubs and sponsored by the Porsche 
factory. Starting in 1955, before PCA was chartered, 
the International Porsche Treffen was held in Merano 
Italy. Over the next few years, it was also held in Swit-
zerland and Germany. There weren’t many competi-

 RJ Wilmoth, National Historian

tive events, it was mainly a three-day gathering with 
tours and banquets. In some years Porsche held a 
Drivers School for the PCA group at the Solitude race-
track before they left Stuttgart. The main competitive 
event was getting there. For those that wanted to run 
a rally to Merano there were multiple geographically 
separated starting points and routes through Europe 
that ended at the treffen.

Sometime in 1957 Ferry Porsche invited PCA’s 
founder, Bill Sholar, to attend the next treffen.                        
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The first problem, getting there, was solved by char-
tering a Lufthansa Super Constellation. That was state 
of the art at the time, and only fourteen hours non-
stop from New York to Stuttgart! The first trans-Atlan-
tic jet service started later that year. But for Lufthansa 
jets to Germany wouldn’t come until 1960. 

It probably never occurred to the good doctor that Bill 
would bring along eighty of his PCA friends!

For those of you who have planned a multi event 
weekend for your local region you know how much 
work and coordination goes into it. Now think about 
planning a two-week event on another continent 
back when all you had was snail mail, Telegrams, and 
expensive trans-Atlantic phone calls.

Among the many things to plan would be getting 
there, cars to drive, planning different tours around 
Europe that ended at Merano. Information on pass-
ports, international health certificates, border cross-
ing and much more. 

Bill did most of this by himself.
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You couldn’t fly to Germany and rent a Porsche in 
1958, so forty-five new cars were ordered for delivery 
at the airport.  Only fourty-four made it to Merano 
though. 

One of the new cars was probably the first pink 
Porsche, long before the famous 917 “pink pig”. PCA 
charter member June Syze from Detroit ordered her 
356 in pink with whitewall tires.

The event was a huge success and the next year PCA 
chartered two Lufthansa Constellations. 

160 PCA members picked up 101 new 356’s in 1959. 
The two captains of the planes were Americans work-
ing for Lufthansa. They both had Porsche’s in Stuttgart 
and joined PCA on the treffen.

There were more PCA cars at the 1958 and 1959 In-
ternational Porsche Treffen than any of the European 
clubs. And we have the trophies to prove it!  
After a few years, some PCA members questioned 

PCA being in the travel agency business, particularly 
the financial risk of chartering planes. Some, includ-
ing the PCA president at the time wanted to turn the 
treffens over to a travel agency. This was put to a 
vote, and the membership decided to keep it as a PCA 
event.
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The Sholar’s lead the PCA group of 44 cars into the 4th International Porsche Treffen
October 1958, Merano Italy 
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Not all PCA Treffens left from New York. Some left 
from San Francisco, Chicago and even Montreal. By 
1969 the PCA treffens to Europe seemed to have run 
their course. The 1969 event was canceled due to lack 
of entrants.

There may have been some organized by PCA regions 
that were not on the official calendar as was done in 
1975.

In 1975 a group of PCA members from the Central 
New York region planned their own treffen and used a 
travel agency from Maryland. The planner and guide 
for the trip was Peter Sontag, a name familiar to many 
in PCA.

By the next year PCA Treffens were on again. This time 
Peter’s agency was running it as a PCA sanctioned 
event. Peter is still at it; you can see his Fast Lane 
Travel ads for the PCA Treffens in Panorama.

1962 PCA Treffen. Car deliveries at the factory. Note the Porsche engines stored outside 
against the back wall and the dress of the day.
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ROADRUNNER
MEMBERSHIP
REPORT
Marc Schwartz
Roadrunner Membership Chair
marc@mobiusdesign.com

I hope you’re all doing well and I’m happy to share some

good news. After several months of sliding Roadrunner 

and National membership numbers, our Region and PCA  

are growing once again. This is in part due to an increase  

in renewal memberships which had lagged, impacting the  

downward trend bigtime, as well as rebounding Porsche  

sales driving dealer referrals.

On another positive note, Autocross is back! Even with the

new restrictions in place, every autocrosser I’ve spoken too 

has really enjoyed being back on the track. Cool.

While there will be long lead times, RRR GEAR is open.  

You can order your DRIVE or CLASSIC member badges at 

rrrpca.com/rrr-gear 

Please stay connected with Rob and I. We do look forward
to the day we can all drive together. Stay safe and healthy.

Marc Schwartz   Roadrunner Membership Chair
marc@mobiusdesign.com

Rob Ryan   Roadrunner Membership Liaison
robreagan2@gmail.com

____________________________________________________

And here’s your stats.

Roadrunner Region Members as of August 1, 2020

Primary Members  441 

Affiliate Members  266 

Total RRR Members 707 = +4 members

Test-Drive Participants 2

PCA Juniors 14

PCA National Members as of August 1, 2020

Primary Members  86,753 

Affiliate Members  47,729

Total Members (inc.17 Life) 134,499 = +642 members  

New Roadrunner Region Members in July, 2020

Richard Bechtold – Santa Fe – 1996 911 Carrera

David Rossi – Albuquerque – 1993 911 SC Gold 

Roadrunner Transfer IN Members in July, 2020

none

Roadrunner Transfer OUT Members in July, 2020

Matt Bleything – Carrera (CRR)

David Gardner – Pacific Northwest (PNW)

Non-Renewal Roadrunners as of August 1, 2020

8 members

Renewal Roadrunners as of August 1, 2020

36 members

August 1, 
2020
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Important Documents 
available in the Members 
Only section of the website.

  Minutes from All Board Meetings
  Current Membership Directory
  Region Deadlines and Information

You don’t need a login to download the 
Ramblings. Refer to your “welcome new 
member” email OR  the “new website” 
email for the security password required 
to view any member documents or 
member information. OR contact  
ann@mulhernadvertising.com
Thank you!

We Need Your Photos  

and Stories!

Ramblings is always looking for PCA   
members’ contributions!  Got anything 
you think might be interesting?  
Send it in to Ann Mulhern at 
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We’d love to see it!

Tech Tips from Pedro
FAMOUS AMERICAN RACECAR DRIVER
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Tech Tips from Pedro
FAMOUS AMERICAN RACECAR DRIVER

 by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA

Every now and then, instead of technical stuff, I also 
like writing about personal stories relating to Porsches. 
This one in particular has just a hint of Porsche content 
but it mostly relates to my other passions, Formula1, and 
little karts that go fast and burn gasoline laced with nitro-
methane and castor oil, so here it is:

Back in the last century, in the 1990s, in another life, when 
I was part of the corporate world, I had to travel constantly. 
One of those trips took me to Brazil, São Paulo to be more 
precise.

I had been to São Paulo multiple times before but I’d 
never had any free time to see the sights, since my hectic 
schedule usually was: overnight flight from the US, go 
to hotel, shower and change, go to long meeting, then 
to dinner with business host, back to hotel for a few 
hours of sleep, early morning visit to the plant, wrap up 
negotiations, back to airport, evening flight and return 
home. Repeat next week in another country.

On this particular trip we were able to reach our business 
agreements very quickly and suddenly found ourselves 
with some free time.

My business host asked me if there was anything that I’d 
like to see or do while in São Paulo and I told him that 
there were actually two things that I’d love to do.

One was to pay my respects to the greatest racecar driver 
ever, Ayrton Senna, who had died just the year before, and 
the other one was to visit the Formula 1 track of Interlagos 
(Autódromo José Carlos Pace).

My host, who was an F1 maniac like 99.9% of Brazilians, 
was all smiles. He told me that it would be a pleasure for 
him to take me to both places and as an added bonus we 
would take his beautiful Guards Red 944S (this is the 
extent of the Porsche content).

We chitchatted a little as we made our way to the Morumbi 
Cemetery in São Paulo which took about 90 minutes, as we 
fought through the intense traffic of the largest metropolis 
of the Southern Hemisphere.

When we arrived you could hardly tell it was a cemetery. 

It looked more like a park, since you couldn’t see any 
vertical headstones or monuments. We slowly made our 
way to the big tree in the center of the concentric rows of 
tombs, each with a small, discreet plaque on the recently 
mowed grass.

Ayrton Senna’s is very simple and somber.

The bronze plaque reads:

Ayrton Senna da Silva 
21-03-1960 01-05-1994 
NADA PODE ME SEPARAR DO AMOR DE DEUS. 
Nothing can separate me from the Love of God.

We spent there about a half hour and left without saying a 
word. It was a moving experience, since Senna had been 
my all-time favorite racecar driver and I had followed his 
career very closely. His fatal racing accident was still fresh 
in my mind since it had happened less than a year before 
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while he was leading the 1994 San Marino Grand Prix at the 
Autodromo Enzo e Dino Ferrari in Imola, Italy.

After we left the cemetery we headed south.

“Lets go see Autódromo Carlos Pace. It’s only about 10 
kilometers” (6 miles) my host said, breaking the silence with a 
cheerful voice.

Indeed it was a quick drive but when we got there the main 
entrance was closed!

We parked to the side and I walked up to the cyclone fence 
to try to see the cars that were on the track. I couldn’t see the 
track from there but I could hear the screaming engines of 
various 4 cylinder powerplants going around the track.

My host had walked to the gate, a few yards away and I could 
see him talking to someone on the other side. After a short 
time, he waved me over and said: “Get in the car, we’re going 
in”.

I asked him how he had got permission and he said: “Oh, I just 
told the guard that you were a famous American racecar driver 
visiting Brazil and that you wanted to see the track”.

Immediately I jumped in the car, the gate opened and we drove 
in. We made our way to the tunnel and to the infield, then to 
the pits. What I had been hearing was a foursome of Formula 
3 cars that were practicing and were now coming into the 
garages.

We got out of the car and walked all around, looking at the 
cars, equipment, etc.

After about 30 minutes, when we were about to head back to 
the car, I heard someone call out my name but I didn’t react. 
Pedro is a common Brazilian name so it must be some other 
Pedro, I thought.

“Pedro!” the voice called out again and this time I turned 
around. “I knew it was you!” he said.

I can’t believe my eyes. There, in front of me was one of my 
former rivals from my old Karting days. We both had made 
it twice to the CIK’s (Commission Internationale de Karting) 
Pan-American Championship 25 years earlier.

In 1970 I had bested him, finishing in 11th and he in 13th place 
overall, and two years later he bested me by only 1/10th of 
a second grabbing 10th place and leaving me out of the final 
runoff championship race.

We looked at each other not knowing what the greeting 
protocol should be. Do I smack him or shake his hand?, I 
thought to myself.

We then just hugged and patted each other in the back. Kind of 
hard if, I remember correctly.

He then asked me: “What are you doing here?” I said: “Just 
looking. I’m in São Paulo till tomorrow and came by to see the 
track. What about you?” I asked. He said:

“I am coaching some young drivers at the Kartódromo Ayrton 
Senna, over there, next to the track”. Then he said: “You think 
you still have it in you?” I answered: “Do you have a helmet 
for me?”

He said: “Let’s go and find out! Follow me in your car”. He 
hopped into his golf cart and we followed in the car. We made 
our way out of the infield and onto the circular access road 
towards the Karting School’s track. There my old friend had 
his guys quickly prepare two of the training Karts for us and 
we went at it.

We did 8-10 laps passing each other several times. This was a 
much friendlier battle than our previous encounters and I still 
remember the feeling to this day. It was just wonderful! … and 
to top it off it was at Senna’s hometown track, where he had 
raced his Kart and won many times.

We spent another 45 minutes or so there and we were shown 
around the compound. After being all caught-up, in our lives, 
we hugged again, promised to keep in touch and I headed back 
to the car with my business host.

When we were in the car, just leaving the track my host turned 
to me and said: “Wow! I wasn’t lying when I told the guard 
that you were a famous American racecar driver. Who knew!”

For more information on Porsches and more, please visit my 
website:

www PedrosGarage.com. 
Happy Porsche’ing, 
Pedro 
© 2018 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com
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Office and Industrial Cleaning, Maid and Carpet Care Services
Four Seasons Cleaning has been serving Albuquerque and surrounding areas 

for over 30 years offering a variety of services to homes and businesses.

Michael Galaviz, Proprietor and PCA Member
   Office: 505-254-2180 • Cell: 505-489-0755

visit our website www.fourseasonscleaning.com

Carpet Cleaning Coupon
$25.00 / room - 3 Room Minimum

Combo Rooms considered as 2 Rooms

Exp.12-31-2020
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Confidence through the corners,
because we never cut them. 
 
Professional platinum details service includes: exterior wash, high gloss wax 
and polish, clean and dress tires, clear coat paint sealant treatment, vacuum 
and dust interior, clean all windows and door jambs, dress all exterior surfaces, 
clean all vinyl, leather, surfaces, shampoo all fabric surfaces. 
 
 Spring Cleaning Detail Special.*

©2020 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of traffic laws at all times.  
European model shown. Some options may not be available in the U.S.  * Valid membership card must be displayed to receive discount.

Porsche Albuquerque
8900 Pan American FWY NE
(505) 821-4000
porschealbuquerque.com
Service Hours M - F 7:30AM - 5:30PM
Sat 8:00 AM - 4:00PM
Appointments recommended.


