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With knowledge comes power. 
Speed, agility, and e�ciency, too. 

Porsche Genuine Parts and Service.*  
Only at your local authorized Porsche dealer. 

Porsche Club of America members who display their current membership card at 
the time of write-up will enjoy membership privileges on their repair labor charges. 
We recognize you have a choice when servicing your Porsche and appreciate your 
loyalty to Porsche Albuquerque.

©2020 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of tra c laws at all times.  
European model shown. Some options may not be available in the U.S.  * Valid membership card must be displayed to receive discount. Expires 04/30/20.  

Porsche Albuquerque
8900 Pan American Fwy NE
(505) 821-4000
albuquerque.porschedealer.com
Service Hours M – F 7:30 AM – 5:30 PM
Sat 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Appointments recommended.
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Top Down
George Watkins
Region President

I hope everyone is well. As I start writing this month, I 
do not know where to start. The past month has been full 
of challenges, never seen before and never anticipated. 
In Ramblings last month, I was excited about up coming 
events, including the start of autocross, the March 
Meet and Greet and the upcoming Fiesta. COVID-19 
has changed all of that. I hope that we can get back to 
normal soon but it may not be as soon as we would like. 

In March, I wrote about the great Taycan roll out event 
the Porsche of Albuquerque Team hosted. A few days 
after I wrote that, Porsche of Albuquerque withdrew 
all of their support for Fiesta 2020. This leaves Fiesta 
without a Saturday night event which was being held 
by Porsche of Albuquerque. At this time we do not 
know what this means in terms of dealership support for 
future events held by Roadrunner Region. Following 
the news that Porsche of Albuquerque was withdrawing 
their support for Fiesta, the City of Santa Fe asked us 
to withdraw our request to hold the Show and Shine on 
the Plaza during Fiesta. The City is not approving any 
events on the Plaza through the end of May. This also 
was a big hit on the event.    

At this time, we have not formally canceled Fiesta. 
The Board of Directors is currently talking with the 
Hilton and exploring all options, to include canceling or 
rescheduling at a later date. This decision will be made 
in the next few days. I would like to thank the Fiesta 
2020 team for all of the hard work that they put into 
getting this event started. 

I look forward to getting back to normal as soon as 
possible. A Regional calendar that looked so full a month 
ago, now looks so empty. COVID-19 has changed how 
we do things and it will take time to recover and get 
back to normal. 

Stay safe and I hope to see you at a Roadrunner event in 
the future.  

George Watkins 
president@rrrpca.com

Fiesta New Mexico 2020 has 
officially been cancelled.
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Fifth Gear
        Steve Waller
             Editor

Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member and other outside submissions for space and content.  If there is a reason to 
publish an article exactly as submitted please let us know.

Life as we knew it six weeks ago has certainly changed.  I 
encourage all Roadrunner members to heed the voices in our 
government to practice social distancing, wash your hands, 
and avoid unnecessary trips away from home.  

Now I don’t want to minimize in any way these directions.  
But that last one, would a drive out of town in your favorite 
Porsche be deemed unnecessary?  Could you make the case 
that for psychological reasons for yourself and mechanical 
reasons for your car, that a round trip with out a stop could 
be necessary.  I think you could.  And I can testify that a 
drive like this can be good for the soul and good for your flat 
six.  Just sayin’.

For the first half of March every thing was in pretty much 
full swing for the region and PCA.  

Among the local events the Roadrunner Autocross group got 
off to a rousing start.  An autocross school on a Thursday 
evening attracted nearly  30 prospective racers, including 
some from the BMW club. Driving instructor Paul Dodd 
lead the group on the in’s and out’s of timed autocross 
racing.  Then it was off to the Sandia Speedway track the 
following Saturday for instructor teamed driving.  The next 
day it was Frostbite time.  The first AX of the season.  Time 
to have the new rookies and the tenured drivers test the Jim 
Garton designed course. Check out the article and pictures 
in this issue of Ramblings.  Thanks to Roadrunner member 
Richard Gonzales for the great article and Stephanie Morton 
and Don Jeffries for the pictures.  

Roadrunner member Jules Doty has found his Porsche and 
automotive nirvana.  It’s the long weekend of the Amelia 
Island Concours d’ Elegance automotive extravaganza in the 
area around Jacksonville, Fl.  Like many car events, Amelia 
Island has morphed into a international expo.  This is Jules’ 
third time to travel to the event.  If you know him, you know 
he has no trouble meeting people and making friends and 

talking Porsche.  Beyond that he makes the extra effort to be 
on the grounds early and stay late, with his camera in hand.  
This month’s cover came from his adventure and more pics 
and a story are in this issue.  

This might be a good time to talk about the businesses who 
support the club by advertising in Ramblings.  The car repair 
businesses are classified as “essential businesses”. They 
are all open.  From the sole proprietors to the Porsche of 
Albuquerque service department you can get your Porsche 
tuned up and ready to go for another driving season.  When 
the current CoVid-19 business closures are lifted support 
these entrepreneurs by going to lunch or getting your house 
or business cleaned.  

It’s hard to say what Ramblings might look like next month.  
The region has cancelled all the April events. Fiesta New 
Mexico 2020 has also been cancelled.  Through e-mail 
blasts, and the region website rrrpca.com we will keep you 
up to date with everything going on or not going on in the 
Roadrunner Region.

Steve Waller 
ramblings@rrrpca.com
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• Stock and performance 
engine building

• Alignments

• Suspension upgrades

• Corner weight and 
balance tuning OEM 
parts and accessories

• Transmission mods  
and rebuilding

• Maintenance for ALL 
daily drivers

• Two and four wheel 
dyno tuning available

Performance MotorCar 
InvestmentsPMCI

505-898-6487    1-800-437-PMCI    www.pmciinc.com

Need Special Service 
for your Porsche? 

FOR OVER 30 YEARS, WE HAVE BEEN NEW MEXICO’S ONLY 
INDEPENDENT PORSCHE ONLY SERVICE FACILITY.  

WE SPECIALIZE IN:

Trust our knowledge. We have a proven track record with FTD’s and track victories 
in Club and Vintage Racing. Call for your appointment today.  

- Russ Kelso, Owner

  FIND US ON FACEBOOK: PerformanceMotor CarInvestments

www.veritas-athena.com

Do you have a power of attorney in place? What does a power of attorney 
provide? When does a power of attorney terminate? Do you have a health 
care directive? Why is it important? Do you have a will? Is a will necessary? 
What are the alternatives to probate? Is there a family member who is 
incapacitated and needs help with daily care and their �nances? How can 
that family member be helped? Have you done any estate planning of your 
assets? How do you ensure �nancial protection of your assets?

 Is your family disagreeing about how to care for an older relative? 

Veritas Athena, LLC, is in the business of assisting you to plan for life 
management and decisions. We do in-home free consultations and visits to 
discuss all aspects of life management. We assist you in considering all the 
alternatives available and prepare the documents needed to protect your 
future and your family’s. The Veritas Athena, LLC team has combined 
experience of over 50 years in �nance, legal, administration and court work.

VERITAS ATHENA, LLC
Protecting your future

Protect yourself and your family from the 
consequences of not preparing for the future.

Contact us today for a free consultation.

GREG IRELAND
505-385-1502

CRYSTAL ANSON
505-337-9151
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9 Roadrunner Ramblings April 2020

2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April

Tuesday, April 14 Membership/Board mtg Access Remotely

Sat-Sun, April 18-19 EVO School / DS Cancelled

Thursday, April 23 Meet ’n Greet Cancelled 

May

Saturday, May 2 Cars ’n Coffee Cancelled

Saturday, May 9 Die Serie 2 Autocross Cancelled

Tuesday, May 12 Membership/Board mtg Access Remotely

Thurs.- Sun. May 21-24 Fiesta New Mexico 2020 Cancelled

June

Friday, June 5 New member luncheon Porsche of Albuquerque

Saturday, June 6 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, June 9 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Sat-Sun, June 13-14 Die Serie 3 & 4 Autocross McGee Park, Farmington

Sun-Sat, June 21-27 Porsche Parade Palm Springs, CA

July

Saturday, July 4 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, July 14 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Thursday, July 16 Meet ’n Greet TBD

Saturday, July 25 Die Serie 5 Autocross Sandia Speedway

August

Saturday, Aug. 1 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, Aug. 11 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Thursday, Aug. 20 Meet ’n Greet TBD  Santa Fe

Saturday, Aug. 29 Die Serie 6 Autocross Sandia Speedway

September

Saturday, Sept. 5 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Sunday, Sept. 6 Corrales Round Up Corrales, NM

Tuesday, Sept. 8 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Saturday, Sept. 12 Die Serie 7 Autocross Sandia Speedway

Please note:  Membership meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month.  The location is the Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
8600 Academy Rd NE.  Our meeting room is in the education wing on the south side of the church. The meetings will start at 6:00pm. Don’t 
forget to attend the weekly lunch, every Wednesday at 11:15am, and the monthly breakfast the last Sunday of every month at 9:00am at the Owl 
Cafe, 800 Eubank Blvd NE. Unless otherwise noted, Meet & Greet events start at 6:00 p.m.

ROADRUNNER
REGION

P
O

R
S

C

HE CLUB OF AM

ER
IC

A



10Roadrunner Ramblings April 2020

October

Saturday, Oct. 3 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Saturday, Oct. 3 Balloon Fiesta Breakfast Porsche of Albuquerque

Tuesday, Oct. 13 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Saturday, Oct. 17 Chili cook off TBD

Sat-Sun , Oct 17-18 Die Serie 8 & 9 Autocross McGee Park Farmington

November

Saturday, Nov. 7 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, Nov. 10 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Thursday, Nov. 19 Meet ’n Greet Freight House Bernalillo

December

Saturday, Dec. 5 Cars ’n Coffee Four Seasons Santa Fe

Tuesday, Dec. 8 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

NOW ORDER YOUR RRR MEMBERSHIP BADGES ONLINE

Order Online at  
rrrpca.com/rrr-gear

Questions? Email membership@rrrpca.com
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In the Zone
Rich Sanders

Zone 9 Rep

Staying engaged in PCA while social distancing!

It’s hard to think of membership in PCA as a computer based 
pursuit. But I guess in these unusual times, it’s the right thing 
to do.  Last month, I recapped all of the face to face, super 
exciting things we have in front of us for 2020. And as I’m sure 
you’ve read, most events in regions across the zone have been 
put on hold or canceled. Just an hour or two before wrapping 
up this month’s letter, I read the official notice that Treffen at 
the Broadmoor in Colorado Springs has been canceled. I’m 
sorry for the disappointment around the zone among planned 
registrants. Even more so, for all of you who volunteered for 
the preparation and execution of this wonderful weekend, I’m 
sincerely sorry. 

Now we’re all talking about “social distancing” and wondering 
if more great events in the zone and beyond, are going to 
happen. So if you’re stuck at home waiting out the Coronavirus, 
how can you get your Porsche Club fix. Of course there will be 
nice days for driving. But you can’t do that all the time.

Well, of course there’s Panorama. I suspect that a fair percent of 
PCA members are “Panorama members” who get the majority 
of their PCA experience from reading the magazine and seldom 
or never attending a scheduled club activity. But, then there’s 
you. If you are reading this, it’s probably because your region 
magazine covers all of the goings on in your region and you 
want to see the local cars and people. If that’s the case, perhaps 
you could spend a bit of social distance time either writing up a 
recent region event for a Panorama article or a similar article in 
support of your region’s newsletter editor. 

What else?  Well there’s PCA.org. There are several hidden 
gems to be found at the national website. Are you a member of 
your car’s registry? PCA has about 20 model specific registries. 
The newest is that Taycan/Panamera registry. Join up. Each 
one has its own website full of history and includes forums for 
model specific ownership experiences. You can chat live across 
North America with other owners of your model.

While you’re in there at PCA.org,, how about a little spring 
cleaning. Is your profile up to date? No? Well then log in and 
clean it up. And if you’ve forgotten your password, just reset 
it.  Need help? Call Charlotte at 401-381-0911. She’ll be happy 
to help.  It’s amazing how out of date the information is in 
the database. So let’s get your current garage occupants listed 
in there, as well as getting your associate or family member 

correctly listed and with the current email address. THANK 
YOU!

Do some online shopping at the PCA webstore under the 
membership drop down menu. It’s virus free. Both Mother’s 
and Father’s Day will be here before you blink and there are 
some really nice clothing options in there.

Research the value of your Porsche using tools from Hagerty, 
Kelly, Leland and lots of others. These links are found at PCA.
org and will help you value your car for insurance purposes.

And as I’ve mentioned before, use PCA.org to register your 
youthful children or grand-children into the PCA Juniors 
program.

And of course, make sure you browse “The Mart”, PCA’s 
classified toy store where PCA members are individually 
selling their cars to other PCA members. It’s a fun read, even if 
you’re not shopping.

Finally, there’s a very cool new PCA activity called PCA SIM 
Racing. “If you haven’t watched one of PCA’s sim races, you’ll 
be amazed at the quality broadcast and competitive racing. You 
can support over 80 PCA member racers from Regions across 
the entire club and even comment your encouragement.” Look 
for announcements at PCA.org.

Hopefully next month will be a better picture. But for now, 
let’s be aware of the need for the health and safety of ourselves, 
relatives and neighbors as we weather this challenge together.

Rich Sanders 
Zone 9 Rep 
Zone9Rep@pca.org

Lori Schutz, daughter of Peter Schutz former Porsche AG CEO presents 
to a packed house at IRPCA Cars and Coffee in Salt Lake City.
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Third Time is Charming
Story and photos by Jules Doty

What a difference a couple of weeks makes! As we hunker 
down at home and look forward to a time when we can hug 
and shake hands at a Roadrunner event, let’s look back to a 
more innocent time…the beginning of March!

I suspect many of you have a favorite spot, perhaps for 
vacation, or to reunite with family and friends. These places 
and the things we do there are anchors on the calendar, 
eagerly awaited and can’t-miss memories happening in real 
time. Heading to the Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance has 
become that for me. I travel and stay with dear friends, fellow 
Roadrunners Sean Cridland and Sandra One Feather. And 
once there, it’s just one great encounter after another, with 
fellow petrolheads and the thing that brings us there in the first 
place: the cars.

This year just happened to be the 25th anniversary of the 
Concours, which calls for something silver, and Bill Warner, 
founder and MC of this special weekend, brought the Borg-
Warner Trophy to celebrate this year’s honoree, Mr. Roger 
Penske. My friends and I thought this was a great choice 
when it was announced last fall, but shortly after, Mr. Penske 
purchased the Indianapolis Motor Speedway and the NTT 
Indycar Series to boot. For racing fans, this is excellent news, 
as the success of Penske the racer and team owner, as well as 
the stewardship of the Penske companies bodes very well for 
the future of racing.

But you are reading a Porsche magazine, yes? And probably 
want to hear a little bit about our favorite marque, no? I 
love most anything with a motor, and all around are great 
machines, but for a Porsche fan, it kicks off right away on 
Thursday night with the Guardians of Porsche Winemaker’s 
Dinner. The food and drink were the best I’ve had yet in three 
years there, and while it’s a pricey ticket, the sights inside are 
worth it. Drivers, engineers, Porsche Motorsport and PCNA 
leaders are everywhere, and mixed in are folks like me, who 
are just so happy to be there. A great Q&A was conducted by 
Pedro Mota, VP of Marketing for PCNA with Roger Penske, 
and for the three hour dinner, the stories, laughs and good 
food and drink made the time fly.

Friday is the first “official” day of what has grown into 
four days of non-stop car action. The first auctions kick off, 
vendors are ready to fill your bags and empty your wallets, 
and Werks Reunion is here! A new venue was used this year, 
the Amelia Island Golf Club, and it allowed PCA to display 
the cars in groups that were separated by lines of trees and 
walkways, allowing us to walk the grounds and see groupings 
of cars that fit our own tastes. This year was the 914’s chance 
to shine, and several variants were on hand to display this 
versatile platform as a racer, personal sportscar, and for many, 
the first real chance to own a piece of the Porsche brand. Like 
a good spirit, the 914 has come into its own, but many would 
tell you it was always good, and shame on us for taking so 
long to realize it.

Rare shade 968 at the RM Sotheby’s auction preview.
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By Saturday, I was already having regrets about pictures I 
could have taken, but I just kept running into friends and 
the camera just hung by my side. With the world riding out 
this virus threat, I have no regrets about those visits and 
stories. The big deal for Saturday is Cars & Coffee on the 
Concours, a chance for folks like you and me to put our 
pride and joy out on the same grass that will host the judged 
entries on Sunday. It’s a gift back to the local community 
that supports this week each year, and a way to encourage 
enthusiasm for the car and all that goes with it. Donuts and 
coffee are provided and I get to wander for the next four 
hours among the cars and their owners. Plenty of Porsches 
are there to enjoy and it’s something of a “hair of the dog” 
after the previous day at Werks. The cars have to clear off 
of the course to make way for the preparations for Sunday’s 
main event, so at one o’clock, everyone fires up and drives 
off. The only personnel allowed to be on the field after one 
have to have credentials, so that the cars of the honoree can 
be staged for what I call the “family photo”. In this case, 
with Mr. Penske, that meant over 35 cars were assembled to 
represent his august career to this point. Funny story: I’ve 
just told you that the C&C people have to leave the field, 
right? Well, a certain 1968 Swedish Rally 912 was moved by 
its owner across the field right where the Penske cars needed 
to be. Apparently the owner thought the car would be “out of 
the way” there and could be collected later. I got to witness 
the might of the Amelia and Penske organizations pop the 
lock on this little car and push it out of camera view. There 
were calls to push it into the lake, donate it to the silent 
auction, etc., but while it was annoying at the time, now it’s 
good for a laugh.

Sunday dawns, and I am there even earlier. The serenity of 
that Sunday morning, that wonderful hour as the sun colors 
the sky and things are hushed is one of my favorite events of 
the entire week. I got to play with my camera and have some 
special views of the cars that wouldn’t be possible again. 
The 917 that won at LeMans in 1970. Not a recreation. THE 
Attwood/Herrmann 917. This year for the judged Concours, 
the category was “Porsche Firsts”. So there was the TAG 
powered IndyCar, the 550 Spyder, the 804 Formula1 car…
you get the idea.

As the day winds down, all that is left is for me to go to 
FedEx and ship home all the books and other goodies I’ve 
found there, including an original 991.2/935 sketch I’ve 
won at the silent auction, donated by Porsche designer Grant 
Larson. As a bonus, I got to meet and visit with Grant and 
now we’re social media buddies. There is no better story to 
explain why I come back again and again and again.

Gerard Larousse-raced 911R now in the Collier 
Collection at the Revs Institute.

917 Hippie recreation at Cars & Coffee on the Concours.

1973 911 2.7 RS
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L to R: Rob Dyson, Derek Bell, Roger Penske, Rusty Wallace, Hurley Haywood, (auction winner), 
Johnny Rutherford, Jochen Mass, Jim Busby, Patrick Long, Jeff Zwart and Jacky Ickx.

 One-of-one PTS “Urban Jungle” 
Chromaflair GT2RS at C&C on the Concours.

Chip Perry and Sean Cridland with the steel-
bodied 356 America Roadster (first of two 
Porsches ever imported to US).

THE Richard Attwood/Hans 
Herrmann LeMans winning 917.
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RS Sypder in the Penske race 
car display.

550 Spyder “Porsche Firsts” category cars

Humble beginnings at the Brumos Collection.
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Friendship rekindled aFTer 50 years

Story and interview by Steve Waller

The story of this friendship begins in 1970.  The continuing 
story of this friendship began around 2018.  Here it is, as told 
by Roadrunner Region member John Shannon.

“In 1970 I was hired as a Juvenile Counselor by the Juvenile 
Services Administration.  Basically a Juvenile Probation officer 
in the state of Maryland.  My first day on the job my supervisor 
handed me a stack of 45 case files 
and said “go to work”.  That was 
my training.  After he realized I was 
floundering, he said “why don’t 
you ride with this guy, an old hand, 
Al Northrop.  So for three weeks 
we rode around and worked cases 
together.  I wasn’t sure I wanted to 
continue but Al encouraged me.  
The cases included everything from 
truancy to breaking and entering 
to stealing cars.  Many of the kids 
were emotionally disturbed.  The 
most extreme case I remember was 
a kid who had shot four people.  I 
had to meet him in jail knowing 
that the four people had died.  The 
guard locked me into the interview 
room with the kid.  Not fun.  A 
broad gamut of cases.”  

John and Al worked together for 
about three years.  Al had been 
in law school at night.  Al added, 
“during those three years we were 
best buddies”.   Al had a 1971 914.  
He and John worked on cars, socialized and had a great time.  
One day after Al had put new tires on the car, they took the 914 
to a small racetrack in the area.  The state police were using 
the track and after they left Al and John buffed those new tires 
down considerably.  That track was the location of the very 
first PCA track event for the Potomac region.

So, about 1973 Al and John parted ways.  John went up to 
Baltimore to form a consulting firm.  Al finished up law school 
at the University of Maryland.  He passed the bar and in 1986 
be became a probate judge part time, then some time later a 
district judge and a circuit court judge.  

In the late 80’s Al bought land in Pagosa Springs, Colorado and 
built a house.  He and wife moved 
there when he retired in 2017.

Meanwhile John and his wife 
Becky had moved to Albuquerque 
in 1990.  He joined the 
Roadrunner Region around 2003.  
He was seduced by a Corvette 
and dropped out of the club to 
join the Corvette club.  That was 
a unsatisfactory experience.  So 
he came back to Roadrunner after 
buying a Boxster GTS.   The first 
Roadrunner Ramblings John read 
had a letter to the editor from Al 
Northrop.  John was startled “AL 
NORTHROP”!!!!!  Could it be the 
same guy?  Sure enough it was.  So 
he found Al’s contact information 
and called him up and said “Al, 
this is a voice from your past”.

They talked for a long time.  Now 
Al has come to Albuquerque a 
number of times and stayed with 
John on his way to the airport.  

Their friendship has been rekindled.  

Al still lives in Pagosa Springs.  He now drives a 2008 911 
Cabriolet 4S.  He calls it version 8.0…it’s his eighth Porsche.  
He’s owned a Porsche every year since that first 914.

I met Al and John together by chance at the Roadrunner annual 
meeting in December.  Our interview took place at a local 
pub after the meeting.  It was a great opportunity listen to the 
stories these friends shared after all these years apart.   
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FrosTbiTe/WeaTher-be-damned auToCross

By Richard Gonzales, Photos by Don Jeffries and Steffanie Morgan

It kicks off the annual autocross season for the Roadrunner 
Region. Sometimes it’s called the Frostbite, sometimes the 
Weather-Be-Damned Autocross. By whatever name, this 
late-winter prelude to Die Serie can be counted on to bring 
meteorological challenges for the drivers.

The 2020 season got off to a rousing start with the drivers’ 
school aimed at those new to the sport. It began with a 
classroom session on Thursday evening, March 5, at the 
Erna Ferguson Library in Albuquerque. Driving instructor 
Paul Dodd gave an informative presentation using slides and 
videos to the 28 registrants, who included six members of the 
BMW Club and four new members of the Porsche Club. The 
class is designed to bring novice drivers up to speed on the 
nature of autocross (as opposed to, say, drag racing or frisbee 
or pinochle), the basics of car preparation, and fundamental 
driving techniques. Note-taking was optional, and there was 
no test.

The classroom session was followed on Saturday with on-
track instruction at the Sandia Motor Speedway. Happily, the 
weather didn’t conform to its historical patterns. Participants 
were greeted by sunny skies and temps in the 60’s. Nineteen 
of the classroom students took to the track, ingeniously 
configured by chief driving instructor Jim Garton. The track 
consisted of two different layouts, one in the morning and one 
in the the afternoon each emphasizing different skills from 
slaloms to sweepers to lane-changes to braking. Times were 
not kept for the morning session, but unoffcial times were 
recorded in the afternoon to give the drivers some sense of 
their improvement. Each student-driver was accompanied 

by an instructor, who not only kept the driver on track, but 
pointed out the optimal lines through the various features and 
proper braking points. Driving instructors Jim Garton, Paul 
Dodd, Mary Lou Holmes, Mike Courtney, Heather Richards, 
Mike Barber, James Wilson and Tom Reynolds deserve 
special thanks for their help and encouragement.

Sunshine gave way to clouds and sharp breezes on Sunday. 
Not quite frostbite weather, but cold enough to chase some 
drivers back to their cars and crank up the heaters during 
lunch hour. A large turnout of 38 drivers, about half of whom 
were from Saturday’s novice school, participated. The field 
consisted of 15 Porsches and the balance made up of a wide 
variety of marques, including the five Bimmers. Jim Garton’s 
course made clever use of the Sandia Motorsports track. The 
figure-eight configuration incorporated a fast slalom on the 
back straight of the small oval, transitioning to a long sweeper 
over the north banking onto another slalom on the back 
straight of the big oval, and culminating in a tricky off-camber 
sweeper to the finish. Although all times were unoffcial and 
do not count in the final Die Serie standings, FTD was taken 
by Paul Dodd with a blazing 47.535 seconds on his seventh of 
eight runs in his 2007 Cayman S. Adam Wood’s 2001 Subaru 
Impreza (47.646) and James Wilson’s 2011 Porsche Cayman 
(47.879 ) rounded out the podium.

Of particular note was the large number of novice participants, 
all of whom showed marked improvement over their two-day 
track session. We hope that they will be back for more.  The 
next scheduled autocross will be May 9th at Sandia Speedway, 
Albuquerque.
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ROADRUNNER
MEMBERSHIP
REPORT
Marc Schwartz
Roadrunner Membership Chair
marc@mobiusdesign.com

I hope all of you are doing well, and being smart and safe 

during these challenging times. 

Everything, including our club, feels and is different. As a

designer, I’ve run a “virtual” branding and communications 

agency for many years. So, part of this disconnected new-

normal feels somewhat familiar to me. Most does not. The 

best I can offer is to encourage you to stay connected with 

family, of course, and with your extended family, our fellow 

Roadrunners. We might not be driving with each other for 

some time but we can certainly use the many digital tools  

available to us to stay connected. 

Last week, a group of my creative friends in California;  

designers, architects, writers and entertainment types got  

together for a Zoom cocktail party. The second free 40  

minute session, after we all had a chance to refill our 

glasses was truly hilarious. It definitely made me feel 
closer to my extended “creative” family.

Rob Ryan, our Membership Liaison to Santa Fe and  

points north, and I would like to stay connected with you. 

Reach-out to us at any time, and please stay safe and  

healthy, free of Covid-19.

Marc Schwartz   
Roadrunner Membership Chair
marc@mobiusdesign.com

Rob Ryan   
Roadrunner Membership Liaison
robreagan2@gmail.com

____________________________________________________

And here’s your stats.

Roadrunner Region Members as of April 1, 2020

Primary Members  452 

Affiliate Members  267 

Total RRR Members 719 = +4 members
Test-Drive Participants 5

PCA Juniors 15

PCA National Members as of April 1, 2020

Primary Members  87,158 

Affiliate Members  47,806

Total Members 134,981 = –326 members* 

* this is the first time since I’ve been monitoring PCA  
   data that a net loss has been reported, nationally.

New Roadrunner Region Members in March, 2020

Vincent Gonano – Placitas – 2012 Cayman R Meteor Grey Met

Tom Higgins – Santa Fe – 2018 Panamera 4 E-Hybrid Black  

Keith Lidke – Albuquerque – 2019 718 Cayman GTS 

Richard Schoegler – Santa Fe – 1974 911 Carrera Bitter Choco 

Bryan Shivers – Corrales – 2015 Boxster Guards Red

Craig Utley – Ontario, CA – 2006 911 Carrera S Silver

Roadrunner Transfer IN Members in March, 2020

none

Roadrunner Transfer OUT Members in March, 2020

none

April 1, 
2020
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• Improved Bone densIty

• Improved posture

• Improved Balance

• Improved athletIc performance

• less JoInt and Back paIn

OsteOstrOng is nOt a gym, diet, supplement, pharmaceutical, Or a medical
treatment. OsteOstrOng is a unique place whereyOu can gOtO imprOve
yOur Overall health by fOcusing Onthe Onething we all have in
cOmmOn: a skeletal system.

call to schedule a free
consultationtoday!

Now accepting HSA & FLEX accounts

ABQ NE Heights • 505-294-8227
Cottonwood • 505-898-9476

Midtown • 505-883-8800

osteostrong.me
0001357207-01

STRENGTH • POWER • ENERGY • AGILITY 
BALANCE • POSTURE

All Gain. No Pain.
Relieve Pain Naturally

Visit Us Today!
SE Albuquerque and Santa Fe locations coming soon.
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Tech Tips from Pedro
TURBOIL                                        

 by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA

One of my very first Tech Articles was on Engine Oil.

Back then I said it was a slippery subject because there are 
so many varying opinions on viscosity, brand, etc.

It’s an important subject, making sure you use the right oil 
and that your oil and oil filter is changed on a regular basis 
and much more so nowadays.

Why?  Because of the newer engines now on the market.

If you have a new Boxster, Cayman or Macan the chances 
are that it’s turbocharged. Porsche, together with every 
other car manufacturer has been forced to force more air 
into the new engines because of the new standards and 
regulations which have been and are being imposed by 
governmental agencies worldwide.  It is expected that by 
the year 2021 almost 40% of all new vehicles sold in the 
US will be turbocharged.

These new engines are much more complex than their 
normally-aspirated ancestors and therefore require keen 
attention to maintenance in order to operate as designed.

First of all we need to know what a turbocharger is, what it 
does and how it does it.

A turbocharger or turbo is a turbine-driven, forced air 
induction system that increases an internal combustion 
engine’s power and efficiency by forcing extra air (oxygen) 
into the combustion chamber.

But how does it work?  The turbocharger is placed between 
the engine and the exhaust and takes advantage of the 
energy that runs out of the tailpipe and puts it to better 
use.  The turbo has two finned wheels (turbines) that spin 
together on a common shaft.  The “hot” wheel captures the 
power of the exhaust.  The “cold” wheel forces more air 

back into the engine, then the engine management system 
or ECU adds extra gas to compensate and you now have 
the power of a larger-displacement, normally-aspirated 
engine.

While the turbocharger is in theory a simple mechanical 
device, many of the newer turbos and in particular many 
of Porsche’s turbos have variable turbine geometry (VTG) 
to reduce or eliminate boost-lag, making them marvels of 
modern materials and manufacturing, but costing a pretty 
penny.  A new replacement turbo costs many thousands of 
dollars without counting labor to replace it.  

The way to avoid premature turbo failure is to follow 
Porsche’s motor oil recommendations to the letter.  Turbos 
can be brutally tough on motor oil.  

While the engine crankshaft averages about 3,000 rpm 
at highway speeds, the turbo’s shaft can spin at almost 
200,000 rpm and can reach temperatures of 1,000º C 
(1,800º F).  Because of this, engine oil in turbocharged 
engines can run almost twice as hot (400ºF) as those on 
normally aspirated engines (200º F) so an oil that’s been 
tested to handle those conditions is a must and changing it 
and the filter at the recommended time intervals is just as 
important.



29 Roadrunner Ramblings April 2020

Tech Tips from Pedro
TURBOIL                                        

The first thing that causes rapid wear and stress to a 
turbocharger is starting the car’s engine and driving off.  
When the engine is started there is a short delay until the 
oil being pumped from the oil pan reaches the turbo.  In 
that short time span, the turbines are already spinning many 
times faster than the engine.  Since engine oil is the turbo’s 
only lubricant it is very important that it be delivered quickly 
and efficiently to keep the bearings in the turbocharger 
from wearing prematurely.  In this critical time it is best 
to allow the car to idle for a few minutes before driving 
off for the first time.  When the oil temperature is cold it is 
thick and flows slower through all of the oil passages, lines 
and filters so it is critically important to allow the oil to 
come up to operating temperature before the turbo is put to 
use.  The ideal oil temperature for oil to flow and provide 
proper lubrication is between 180-210º F and on a cold day 
it can take an engine up to 20 minutes to reach operating 
temperature so once you have let your car warm up for a 
few minutes, it’s best to drive it easy for  the next 5 minutes.  
This will give oil the needed time to properly warm up and 
do its job of lubricating all of the engine’s vital areas and in 
particular, the turbocharger.

Every Porsche leaves the factory with Mobil1 full-synthetic 
oil in the engine. 

According to Porsche: “This fully-synthetic oil has a solid 
structure with molecular chains of approximately equal 
length and molecules of a uniform size. This allows optimum 

pump and flow performance at low temperatures and 
extreme stability at high temperatures. Mobil 1 has another 
advantage over conventional engine oils: contaminants, such 
as paraffin, sulphur and reactive hydrocarbons are filtered 
out of the high-performance oils using a complex process. 
Added to this is increased age resistance, allowing reliable 
operation at extended oil change intervals”.

My Porsche has only used Mobil1 and even though it’s 
not turbocharged, it just turned 280,000 (s)miles on the 
odometer.

 

www PedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche’ing, 
Pedro

© 2017 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com
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Office and Industrial Cleaning, Maid and Carpet Care Services
Four Seasons Cleaning has been serving Albuquerque and surrounding areas 

for over 30 years offering a variety of services to homes and businesses.

Michael Galaviz, Proprietor and PCA Member
   Office: 505-254-2180 • Cell: 505-489-0755

visit our website www.fourseasonscleaning.com

Carpet Cleaning Coupon
$25.00 / room - 3 Room Minimum

Combo Rooms considered as 2 Rooms

Exp.12-31-2020
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Con�dence through the corners,  
because we never cut them. 

Spring Cleaning Detail Special.*  

Professional platinum detail service includes: exterior wash, high gloss wax 
and polish, clean and dress tires, clear coat paint sealant treatment, vacuum 
and dust interior,clean all windows and door jambs, dress all exterior surfaces, 
clean all vinyl, leather, surfaces, shampoo all fabric surfaces.

©2020 Porsche Cars North America, Inc. Porsche recommends seat belt usage and observance of tra�c laws at all times.  
European model shown. Some options may not be available in the U.S.  *Cannot combine with any other o�ers. See Service Advisor for full details. Expires 04/30/20.   

Porsche Albuquerque
8900 Pan American Fwy NE
(505) 821-4000
porschealbuquerque.com
Service Hours M – F 7:30 AM – 5:30 PM
Sat 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM
Appointments recommended.


