
Roadrunner Autocross Safety Briefing 

Good Morning.

Autocross, like any other motor sports event IS DANGEROUS. Please 
remain alert at all times. 

Everyone here needs to have signed the insurance waiver, and should 
have a wrist band. Parents are required to sign the minor waiver for any 
minors present. NO EXCEPTIONS.

REMINDER: There are no drugs or alcohol allowed at the event at any 
time.

Bare feet are not permitted at any time, and flip-flops or loose sandals or 
similar footwear are not permitted while driving on course.

Do we have anyone who is driving with us for the first time today
– Raise your hands. 

Instructors raise your hands. These individuals will be available to ride 
with you. Only PCA instructors or those approved by one of the PCA 
drivers council members are allowed to take passengers or ride with other 
drivers.

By now you should have already taken all LOOSE OBJECTS out of the 
car; that means the passenger compartment and trunk. Look under the 
seat too. You don’t want to have a water bottled sliding forward and getting 
stuck behind the brake pedal. For the same reason, it is a VERY good idea 
to remove the floor mat from the driver’s side of the car.

Everyone should have their car inspected and has a tech sticker on 
the windshield

When driving in the paddock and grid area, no faster than walking 
speed is permitted.



Your tires will take a couple runs to warm up, and you will probably take 
a bit to warm up too. The course will likely also be pretty dirty at first. That 
means that you may find that the car is initially a bit loose.....be aware.

When on course, you must maintain control of your car at all times. 
Everyone will spin occasionally, but the key is that once you have lost it, 
you need to gather it back up without endangering the course workers or 
yourself. This is not a drifting competition.

Here at Sandia it is possible to drive off course into the dirt. We will have a 
chat with you if you go four wheels off, or repeatedly go two wheels off. 
Don’t be “that guy”. Corner workers MAKE SURE YOU REPORT CARS 
OFF THE TRACK. ( RADIO CALL: Timing this is corner ##, car 
## two wheels in the dirt)

**FULL STOP   required   at finish. A full stop means a full and complete 
stop. Regional Safety and Event chairs have been given DNF’s for failing 
to do so, which is our way of saying we mean it. Once you have made your 
full and complete stop and are acknowledged by the course worker 
manning the finish, proceed immediately back to your grid or paddock spot;
do not linger admiring the awesomeness of the time you just set, as 
another car may be fast approaching.

**FULL STOP NOT   required   at finish, you must reduce your speed 
immediately after the timing lights to a pace determined to be safe by 
the event and safety chair for that event.

WORKING THE COURSE

When working the course, you will have a green or red safety vest, a radio, 
a fire bottle and a red flag, and possibly an air horn (for emergency use 
only) .

Rule #1 is NEVER turn your back on an approaching car. Follow the car
through your position, check for cones in their wake, and then immediately 
turn around for the next car. 

Things can get dicey when we have overlap, but the takeaway is that you 
never want to put yourself in harm’s way. I



If you can’t get to a cone before the next car, leave it; the approaching 
driver has the option to stop for a downed cone and request a re-run.

Cones – Any upright cone downed or moved out of the box is a penalty.
 
Up right and touching the box OK. 

Corner workers MAKE SURE YOU REPORT CONES DOWN. ( RADIO 
CALL: Timing this is corner ##, One cone down, car ## )

RED FLAGS AND WHEN TO USE THEM

You should wave the red flag under any of the following circumstances:

• When instructed to do so by timing
• If you hear another corner calling for a red flag
• If you observe ANY unsafe condition

the key is that when a red flag is called, EVERYONE should be 
vigorously waving their flags. If you see an unsafe condition of any 
kind, wave your flag immediately and call it in on the radio.

Reasons for throwing a red flag could mean a spectator walking onto the 
course, a dog, anything. Or, it could mean an unsafe condition with a car 
on course, say a gas leak or a loose wheel. 

If you have to wave the flag, do not hesitate and do so vigorously but DO 
NOT jump in front of an oncoming car. If the driver does not see you, the
day will end very badly for everyone; hopefully they will see the flag at the 
next worker position.

Do not hold the flag rolled up tightly; hold it unfurled but secure so when 
you need to wave it an approaching driver will see a red flag, not a red 
stick.



As a driver, the rules regarding red flags are simple; if you see a red flag, 
safely bring the car to an immediate stop, and do not move again until
instructed to do so by a course worker. When so instructed, finish the 
rest of the course at a greatly reduced pace. Do not short-cut the course in 
any way and make sure you go through the finish lights.

Lastly, for photographers - you need a safety vest and a spotter if you 
are within the course boundaries, and that spotter cannot be a corner 
worker. If you are unsure about where to stand, ask the event safety chair.


