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Exhaust Notes
Mike Suttle
Region President

G reetings Roadrunners! 

SAVE THE DATE!! June 9th  - Thursday ? NEW 
MEMBER LUNCHEON! 

For those of you who are new to PCA or to 
Roadrunner Region, we have a new member 
luncheon each year. And YES this luncheon is open 
to all Roadrunner Region members, NEW AND OLD!

Again, this year the luncheon will be graciously 
hosted by Porsche of Albuquerque. Believe me, the 
food will be great, the company better - Porsche 
owners. And what better scenery than to be 
surrounded by Porsches old and new!! So hope to 
see you there!!

New Mexico weather: sunny, rainy, windy, cold, 
warm, snowy, often unpredictable especially in the 
Spring! Never the less, the official driving season has 
begun. Autocrosses, drive outs, off road adventures, 
and of course a drive to our monthly Meet and 
Greet socials! One thing there are lots more that 
distinguishes Porsche owners from other marques 
is the Porsches get driven - not always hard, but 
driven, because that is what they are made for. 

But don’t misunderstand. I like clean cars in general, 
but especially our Porsches. In that regard the topic 
of CONCOURS sometimes comes up. Concours 
preparation amounts to a lot more than just 
washing. Truthfully concours prep never really ends. 
Kind of reminds me of Karate. When one gets to 
Black Belt he or she realizes how little they know. 

The learning never really ends. It can also be quite 
therapeutic. There is just nothing like working on 
a brake caliper trying to get every spec of dirt and 
fluid off of it, or cleaning the inside of a wheel well 
and detailing the cabin air vents, dash, seats, etc. 
So you may think that all sounds dumb or just too 
much work,  but if you are feeling the call you may 
be interested in the upcoming Concours Prep Tech 
Session coming soon - maybe this summer - a time 
when we can all share our ideas and appreciate the 
effort - stay tuned!

Finally, this fall will see the first TREFFEN NORTH 
AMERICA. It will be in Lake Tahoe, CA. Registration 
will open around early May. Be sure to register early 
- it will fill up fast. Paula and I are going - see you 
there!

Mike Suttle
President

amulhern
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Third Gear
        Steve Waller
             Editor

Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member and 
other outside submissions for space and content.  If there is a reason 
to publish an article exactly as submitted please let us know.

Before I talk about the May issue of 
Ramblings, I need to mention a couple 
things about last month’s issue.  First 

off, in my opinion the April issue was a great 
read.   Part of what made it great is that we had 
four member contributions plus a web article from 
Road and Track.  This was in addition to our regular 
contributors.  Second, it was a big issue at 52 pages.  
Whew!   We had a lot going on in late February and 
March and wanted to capture it all.  Don’t expect 
that big of issue regularly in the future.  As a side 
note, publishing online allows us to be flexible to 
accommodate increased content for any issue.

We want to make Ramblings a timely publication 
for Roadrunner Region events.  Many times events 
occur late in the month after our content inclusion 
deadline.  So, as happened with our April issue some 
events may take place five or six weeks before they 
appear in the newsletter.  For that reason the re-
gion board approved a request to have Ramblings 
published no later than the tenth of the following 
month, instead of the first.  In this way we can plan 
on getting article and pictures from late events and 
have them ready for members to read in less than 
two weeks.  So Ramblings won’t be late, you’ll just 
have to be patient.

Another reason Ramblings page number has gone 
up are the ads we have been inserting for events 
in other regions.  At the zone meeting all us editors 
agreed to help publicize each other’s events. This 
year with no signature event in our region, giving 
some page time to other regions allows our mem-

bers to see what’s going on in the area and make 
plans to get after it.  I’ve talked to several members 
already who had made plans to attend events in Col-
orado and Arizona.  

Our member interview this month is with Bill Swope.  
Bill and his wife, Janice have been active in the Al-
buquerque racing community for many years, even 
decades!  I have early region documents from the 
mid 70’s that include their names as region officers.  
Bill still helps out the autocross folks  by driving the 
region trailer occasionally for AX events.  He and 
Janice also attend some of our social events.  When 
arriving at their home for the interview I was alerted 
to the proper speed limit for Porsches when going 
down the drive way.  

The introduction of the new Carrera 991.2 in early 
April was certainly a big event.   Porsche showrooms 
across the USA unveiled the new twin turbo all on 
the same day.  It was an impressive production.  Up-
wards of 300 guests came to witness the dawning of 
the newest evolution of Porsche engineering tech-
nology.  Take look at my article and pictures from Dr. 
Phil and Ann.  

May promises to be a busy month as well for the 
Roadrunners.  We will continue to bring it all to you, 
just a few days later than in the past.  I hope you 
enjoy the May Ramblings.

Steve Waller 
Editor, ramblings@rrrpca.com   

amulhern
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Its Time to plan ahead and reserve a room for this weekend 
DriveOut to Durango, Silverton, 
Purgatory and Mesa Verde!

Reservation and confirmation: The Iron Horse Inn has 80 rooms and it will be given out on a first come first 
serve basis up to 15-20 rooms. Please call Larry Schneider (505-299-5566 or info@di-resource-center.com ) for 
a reservation number and when 20 people have confirmed, unfortunately the ride will have to be closed to all 
others.

When: June 24-26, 2016 

Friday: Departure location: Porsche of Albuquerque Dealership 8:00 am Arrival 8:15 am Driver Meeting 8:30 
am First stop: Cuba (gas/breakfast) Second stop: Bloomfield (gas and ?) 

Lodging: Iron Horse Inn Telephone number for reservation : 970-259-1010 (or: www.ironhorseinndurango.
com) Room rate: $119 (including tax)... deposit required and a group rate with a 10% discount may be 
available. Cancellation policy: prior to three weeks, none thereafter, one night fee charged -see hotel 
website for complete details. Breakfast is Included. 

Saturday: Drive to: Silverton (million dollar mile, curvy/no guard rails) Saturday Night Dinner: “Purge’s” at the 
Purgatory ski area.

Sunday: Check -out Optional drive to Mesa Verde if enough interest.

Consider advertising your business in a club 
publication that provides it’s members with up to 

date information about everything PCA!

 12 issues a year  
This full color publication is emailed to all members on 

or about the first of each month. 

Contact Ann Mulhern
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

Deadlines
Ads must be emailed to ann@mulhernadvertising.com by the 10th of the
month prior to publication.

Publication Dates
The first day of every month

Mechanical Requirements
PDF, EPS or TIFF (300 dpi).  Embed all fonts in files.  Camera-ready art
is required.  Files can be submitted via email or CD.  A hard copy
should accompany a CD file.

Production Charges
Any necessary typesetting, layout or camera work will be charged at the rate
of 40% of the cost of the ad space.  Minimum charge $75.

Production Specifications
All artwork should be 4-color process

Terms
All advertising must be prepaid by the first of the month prior
to insertion please. 

General Information
Display advertising will be accepted for publication upon representation that the advertiser or representative is authorized to publish the entire contents
and subject matter thereof.  The publisher reserves the right to review and edit all ads, to request that an ad be revised prior to publication, or to reject
ads.  The publisher reserves the right to insert the word “advertisement” above any advertising copy.  In consideration for publication, the advertiser will
indemnify Roadrunner Region, Porsche Club of America and its employees, agents and representatives from and against any loss or expense arising out
of publication of such advertisement, including without limitation those resulting from claims or suits for libel, violation of rights of privacy, plagiarism
or copyright infringement.  The publisher reserves the right to repeat the last standing ad or to change for space reserved if acceptable copy is not
received by the deadline.

Reach over 700 readers in New Mexico when you buy an ad in our newsletter. Most of our members’
homes have property values in excess of a half million dollars, and our demographic is active adults
50+. Target these hard-to-reach potential customers who can afford to buy what you sell. Our mem-

bers buy goods, services and homes from businesses they know and trust. Ramblings is a 32-page full-
color e-zine that goes directly to all Roadrunner Region Porsche Club of America members.

Rates
shown 
are for 
one year
= 12
issues.

Ramblings
ROADRUNNER

PCA’s 2008 Region of the Year

ADVERTISING RATES

Effective February 10, 2015

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Over 600 Roadrunner Members can download this 

newsletter every month. 
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Join! 
THE PORSCHE CLUB  
OF AMERICA

• Porsche of Albuquerque will pay for first year’s 
membership with purchase of Porsche automobile.  

• Discount of 10% on parts and service to PCA members.

• Subscription to Panorama, the national PCA magazine.

• Membership in New Mexico based Roadrunner Region.

• Fun Porsche activities for members including driving 
tours, autocross,  social events and tech 
sessions.

• Participation in PCA events allows you to get 
the full Porsche experience.

“It’s not about the cars, it’s about the people”

rrrpca.com 

amulhern
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We invite you to join us for the 2016 Porsche Parade in the spectacular 

mountains of northern Vermont in June. Parade Concours at the Jay Peak 

Golf Course, Parade Autocross at the Newport Airport, rallies and tours  

on scenic New England back roads. Don’t forget the kids…you can surf, 

climb, or float the Big River at the Pump House Indoor Water Park.

Event Registration will open in April. 
Note that everyone already registered for Parade

will need to participate in Event Registration to 
select meals and activities for the week.  

FRIDAY, JUNE 17
Concours Prep 
Jay Parking Garage 24 hours, starting 8 am

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
Concours Prep 24 hours
Welcome Tent 12 noon - 5 pm
Concours 101 5 pm - 6 pm (tentative)
Parade 101 6 pm - 7 pm

SUNDAY, JUNE 19
Concours Prep 24 hours
Art Show Drop-off 11 am - 5 pm

Concours 101 7 am - 8 am and 
11:30 am - 1:30 pm (tentative)

Parade 101 8 am - 9 am and 
12:30 -1:30 pm (two options)

Welcome Tent 8 am - 5 pm
Parade Check-in 9 am - 4 pm
Safety Tech 1 pm - 4 pm
Board of Directors Mtg 2 pm - 4 pm
Welcome Party 6 pm - 10 pm

MONDAY, JUNE 20
Concours d’Elegance 9 am - 4 pm
Historic Display 9 am - 4 pm
Wine Tasting 2:30 pm - 5 pm
TSD Rally School 3:30 pm - 5 pm
Autocross Chalk Talk 4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Vermont Buffet w/Spirit! 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

TUESDAY, JUNE 21
TSD Rally first time out: 8 am
Autocross Course walk 3:30 pm - 5 pm
Tours see website
Safety Tech 1 pm - 4 pm
RC Car event 1 pm - 4 pm
Ice Cream Social 2 pm - 4 pm
Seminars TBD
Concours Banquet 6 pm - 10 pm

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22
Autocross Day 1: 
Course walk

from 7:30 am, 
timed runs starting at 9 am

Michelin Drive & Compare 8 am - 5 pm
Golf Tournament 8 am
Tours see website
Safety Tech 1 pm - 4 pm
Beer Tasting 1:30 pm - 5 pm
Checkpoint (Rally) Banquet 6 pm - 10 pm

THURSDAY, JUNE 23
Autocross Day 2:  
Course walk

from 7:30 am, 
timed runs starting at 9 am

Gimmick Rally first cars depart 7:30 am
Michelin Drive & Compare 8 am - 5 pm
Tours see website
Manny & Dieter Hour 4 pm - 5 pm
Brats & Brew Buffet 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

FRIDAY, JUNE 24

Tech Quiz check in 7:30 am, 
quiz 8 am - 9:30 am

Tech Academy 10 am - 5 pm
Tours see website
Outlet Competition Lunch 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
CAN/AM Fire & Ice 1 pm - 2:30 pm
Early Apex (AX) Banquet 6 pm - 10 pm

SATURDAY, JUNE 25

5K Run/Walk check in 7:30 am, 
race begins at 8 am

Tours see website
Volunteer Lunch 11 am - 1 pm
Bootleg Film Festival 1 pm - 4 pm
Victory Banquet 6 pm - 10 pm

For more info and updates visit:

2016parade.pca.org

2016.03_AD_ParadeJayPeak_V2rsFrsZr.indd   3 3/14/16   4:07 PM
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April Meet & Greet!

The April Meet & Greet at Scarpas was another winner.  
Every monthly dinner is fun, and when the food is good, it’s 
double fun. 

We had the pleasure of meeting new members Nick & Kristi.  They have a beautiful 2004 Carrera Cab 
and seemed to fit right in with our zany lot. 

Next month’s Meet & Greet will be somewhat different with a buffet at the iconic Albuquerque 
Country Club.  I’m really looking forward to having dinner with my fellow “Porsche people” in this 
lovely venue.

amulhern
Sticky Note
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2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 
Sunday, May 1 Die Serie #3 MeGee Park, Farmington, NM

Sat. - Sun May 7-8 Dr. Phil’s Drive Out Safford, AZ

Tuesday, May 10 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Thursday, May 19 Meet and Greet Albuquerque Country Club

Sat. - Sun. May 21-22 Track event Alpine Mountain Region  Pueblo, CO

Saturday, May 28 Die Serie #4 Sandia Speedway

June 
Friday, June 10 New Member Luncheon Porsche of Albuquerque   

Tuesday, June 14 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Saturday, June 18 Die Serie #5 TBD

Thursday, June 23 Meet and Greet TBD

Sun-Sat, June 19-25 Porsche Parade Jays Peak, VT

Fri. - Sun. June 24-26 Driving Tour Durango, Co.

July
Saturday, July 9 Tech Session TBD

Tuesday, July 12 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Sat. -Sun. July 16-17 Drive Out Taos, NM

Thursday, July 21 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, July 23 Die Serie #6 Rt 66 Casino (planned)

Wed. - Sun July 27-31 Rocky Mountain Highway Colorado Springs, CO

August 
Tuesday, August 9 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Sun-Sat Aug 14-20 Werks Reunion/Monterey 
Car Week

Monterey, CA

Thursday, August 18 Meet and Greet TBD

Sunday, Aug 21 Corrales Roundup Dave and Ann Stinchcomb  

Sunday, Aug 28 Die Serie #7 Sandia Speedway

September
Sat.-Sun. Sept 3-4 Drive Out CANCELLED      

Wednesdy-Sunday, September 7-11 PCA Treffen North America Lake Tahoe, CA

Saturday, September 10 Ladies Lunch TBD

Tuesday, September 13 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Saturday, September 17 Die Serie #8 MeGee Park, Farmington, NM

Sunday, September 18 Die Serie #9 MeGee Park, Farmington, NM

Thursday, September 22 Meet and Greet TBD

Please note:  Membership meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month.  The location is the Heights Cum-
berland Presbyterian Church, 8600 Academy Rd NE.  Our meeting room is in the education wing on the south side of the 
church. The meetings will start at 6:00pm. Don’t forget to attend the weekly lunch, every Wednesday at 11:15am, and the 
monthly breakfast the last Sunday of every month at 9:00am at the Owl Cafe, 800 Eubank Blvd NE.

amulhern
Highlight
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October
Saturday, October 1 Balloons and Burritos Porsche of Albuquerque 

Sat. - Sun. Oct 8-9 Drive Out Safford, AZ

Tuesday, October 11 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Saturday, October 15 Chili Cook-off Steve & Ann Waller

Thurs.-Sun Oct 20-23 Oktoberfiesta Carrera Region, Las Cruces, NM 

Sunday, October 23 Die Serie #10 Deming, NM

November
Tuesday, November 8 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Thursday, November 17 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, November 19 Die Serie #11 Sandia Speedway

December
Saturday, December 10 Christmas Lunch TBD

Sunday, December 11 Toys for Tots Butterfield Jewelry

Tuesday, December 13 Membership/Planning Meeting TBD
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RR:Before we talk about your car life, what other lives do 
you lead?

Bill: I was educated as a mechanical engineer.  I’ve been 
involved in several mechanical engineering companies.  
The last one a firm out of Kansas City.   I’m also active in 
a gun organization, the Single Action Shooting Society.  
It’s a target shooting club.  I moved to Albuquerque in 
1968.

RR:  Where did you grow up?

Bill:  I grew up on a farm in Missouri, right in the middle 
of the state.  Close to our farm was an Air Force base 
and the crews brought back sports cars from various 
places in Europe and raced on the runways. 

RR:   Did you learn to drive on a tractor?

Bill:   Actually I learned to drive a mule first, then tractor, 
then 1951 Chevy.

RR:  Was there anyone who was an influence in your car 
life?

Bill:  Later in my youth there was a drag strip in Kansas 
City.  I went to see many top drag racers.  Mark Donahue 
was also a favorite race car driver.  I married a tom boy 
and Janice knew more about racing than anyone else.  
We would slip off at night to a impromptu drag race on 
some dark Kansas City street.

RR:  Other than Porsche have you owned other cars that 
were special?

Bill:  I started a business that bought and restored 
sport car racers.  Triumphs and MG’s.  I bought my first 
Porsche, a 356 in 1962 from Art Janpol Motors in Kansas 
City.   I also had a E production Porsche that I ran in 
SCCA races.   I have a preference for mid engine cars.  
Thats why the Cayman appealed to me.  That’s my main 
Porsche now.  

RR:  Any other experiences that stick out with the first 
356?

Bill:  More than anything I met so many people and 
made so many friends while I owned that car.  

RR:  Through the years how many speeding tickets have 
you got?

Bill:  None.  Although, just a couple years ago I went 
to Escape with the Blackwells.  Coming back I was 
standing on it, passing cars well beyond the speed limit.  
A highway patrolman passed us and turned around 
to pull us over.   He said you’re over the speed limit, 
but your safety is what I am most concerned about.  
He gave me this paper, it was a safety awareness, not 
a ticket, but a reminder that safety was everyone’s 
business.  That was in South Dakota. 

RR:  Do you attend Parade or other national Porsche 
events?

Bill:  Oh yes,  at one time we knew lots of folks in the 
Carrera region from El Paso.  We went to many events 
with those guys.

RR:  Any advice for new members of the club

Bill:  Get involved.   And wear your name badge at club 
events.   Talking to club members is a good way to get 
to know your car better.

ROADRUNNER 
REGION Member ProfileInterview by Steve Waller

Bill Swope 
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968 West Coast Gathering 
  

Start making your plans! South Lake Tahoe, CA! 
July 8th -10th, 2016! 

  
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
We’ve got the perfect venue for a 2016 968 West Coast Gathering - - South Lake Tahoe! 
  
Here are the particulars: 
  
Dates: Friday, July 8 through Sunday July 10, 2016. 
  
The event hotel is the 968 Park Hotel.  Check it out at:   
http://www.jdvhotels.com/hotels/california/lake-tahoe-hotels/968-park-hotel/ 
  
To book your room at the 968 Park Hotel, call the hotel at 530-544-0968 and mention the code 
“Porsche” to receive the exclusive discount rates. Make your reservations early, this is a small 
property, so book as soon as you can so you can be guaranteed a room. The rates won’t apply for 
the 4th of July weekend, however. There are also plenty of other hotels nearby so you can choose 
the hotel of your preference. 
  
We’ve some great drives planned as well as plenty of social time to get acquainted with other 
968 owners and swap stories about our cars! 
 
This is not a PCA-sponsored event, rather it is a gathering for all 968 owners for the purpose of 
having a great weekend in a spectacular setting with your 968!  For more information, contact 
Bob Frith at bob911@cableone.net 
 
Come join in the fun! 
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911.2 Unveiling

Ok, so there wasn’t a red carpet.  But there was 
a black car cover over the star attraction of the 
evening.  Around 250 Porschophiles gathered at 
Porsche of Albuquerque on April 2 for a special 
night.  The only car in the showroom was the 
featured attraction.  Guests enjoyed local brews 
and vino along with hors d’oeuvres mingling and 
enjoying the company.  After all, nearly everyone 
there had at least one thing in common, a 
love of German engineered sportscars.  At the 
appropriate time Richard Lovato, from Porsche of 
Albuquerque reminded us of why we were there 
and introduced our featured guest.  Roadrunner 
Region member, Bruce Phillips was given the 
opportunity to test drive the new 911 Carrera 
S.   Bruce reviewed the evolution of the Porsche 
911 with examples from region members parked 
just outside the showroom.  He also described 
how Porsche engineers and designers took some 
of the best features of the predecessor cars and 
rolled them into the new version.  In his review 
of the personal driving experience he said this 
car had it all.   Power, agility, creature comforts 

everything you’d expect and more.  There were a 
couple features Bruce wasn’t necessarily a fan of, 
but said it would be easy for any potential driver 
to get beyond those.  Then the lights dimmed, 
a Porsche video counted down the seconds and 
the cover was unrolled.  The audience saw for the 
first time the new 911.2 twin turbo.  The color 
was a combination of white, blue and grey, a new 
color.  The interior dark.  Looking back on the 
evening I didn’t see the rear hatch open to reveal 
the new power plant.  Maybe I just missed it.  Oh 
well, you can visit Porsche of Albuquerque to see 
it or another great example of the continuing 
evolution of the Porsche 911 Carrera.

For more pictures of the evening go to the region 
website at rrrpca.com

Steve Waller, photos Ann Waller



17 Roadrunner Ramblings May 2016



18Roadrunner Ramblings May 2016

If one wanted to drive some really challenging roads, 
with sweeping corners amongst gravity-defying hills, 
surrounded by beautiful scenery, farm land, ranches, 
and serene rivers, one would be hard-pressed to 
find a better place to drive than the Hill Country of 
Texas. Located just west of Austin and San Antonio, 
Kerrville, TX was the home site for the 2016 Hill 
Country Rallye (HCR). In its 15th year, the HCR is a 
three-day gathering of air-cooled Porsches with a 
strong emphasis on driving and comradery. The event 
started off on Thursday evening with registration, 
and the 150 participants quickly moved through 
registration with a minimum of fuss. Signup sheets 
were posted for the Friday and Saturday drives and 
were divided into “touring” and “enthusiasts” groups. 
Not having ever driven these roads before, I elected 
for the touring class, believing it would be conducted 
at a more relaxed pace (more on that erroneous 
thought later!)

After registration, we adjourned to the YO Ranch 
Hotel reserved parking lot for Porsches for pizza, 
cold drinks, and general standing around and talking 
about Porsches. There was a wide assortment of cars 
present, with 356s, 911s, 912s, 914s and a couple of 
snuck in water pumpers, including a GT3! But the 
emphasis here is on air-cooled Porsches and they 

were everywhere. Some beautiful, number matching 
examples, some hot rods and some beaters that 
looked like they had seen better days, but were, in 
fact, being driven as they were meant to be.

Friday dawned with very cloudy, threatening skies 
after a night full of rain and thunderstorms. I was just 
glad that it didn’t hail that night! The tour leaders 
made some adjustments to the planned routes as 
many of these roads go through low-lying areas 
with rivers and streams adjacent and flood stage 
measuring posts lining the roads. It continued to rain 
that morning, which made the driving even more 
challenging, at times raining so hard that one could 
barely see a 100’ in front of the car. But, miraculously, 
it stopped raining at each of our stops, though we did 
see a pile of hail from the night’s storm at our lunch 
stop. Our route took us on the Hill Country’s Twisted 
Sisters route, which is composed of TX Hwys 335, 336 
and 337, all of which proved to be quite a drive. Our 
tour leader, driving a 912 (stock, he said – hmmm) 
led a spirited drive and we had a blast going up and 
down the hills, with little or no traffic.
Having made it safely back to the hotel, it was time 
for cleaning up the cars, with a wash station provided 
by the hotel. And then on to the Kerr County 
courthouse parking lot, which had been reserved for 

HILL COUNTRY RALLYE

amulhern
Sticky Note
Article and photos by Harry Seasons



19 Roadrunner Ramblings May 2016

our car show that evening. As there was a Packard car group also in town, the organizers thought it only 
right to invite them, too. So we had about 100 Porsches and five Packards parked in the lot with a Texas 
BBQ food truck providing the food and drink. The weather was much better and everyone had a great 
time, chatting with friends, talking to car owners about their cars, etc.

Saturday, we woke up to beautiful clear skies and anticipation of another great drive through the Hill 
Country, which is exactly what we did. And this drive was capped off with lunch at the Laurel Tree 
restaurant, a beautiful French restaurant in the middle of nowhere, and an amazingly good lunch. Given 
the perfect weather, our tour was conducted at a more spirited pace and I finally got to see more of the 
countryside! I can’t even imagine what the “enthusiasts” were up to, given our pace.

A banquet was held at the hotel Saturday night with table wines provided and lots of door prizes raffled 
off. It was great ending for a really superbly conducted event. The HCR is a must for any air-cooled 
Porsche addict who would like to enjoy the company of like-minded Porsche owners. The emphasis is 
on driving these cars at their intended paces and on the friendships that have spawned the event and 
continue to nourish it. A great event that I hope to attend again in the future.
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FIA WORLD ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIP 
 LMP1, ROUND 1, SILVERSTONE (GB), RACE REPORT

Stuttgart. 

After a thrilling six hour race in Silverstone Neel Jani (CH) finished second in the Porsche 919 Hybrid he shares with 
Romain Dumas (FR) and Marc Lieb (DE).

The race win went to Audi at the opening round of the FIA World Endurance Championship (WEC). However, in 
post race scrutineering, the No. 7 Audi R18 of Marcel Fassler / Andre Lotterer / Benoit Truleyer was found not to con-
form with the LMP1 class Technical Regulations and the No. 2 Porsche 919 Hybrid was declared the winner. 

All three manufacturers that are involved with class 1 Le Mans Prototypes – Audi, Porsche and Toyota – had trouble 
in the race. Porsche suffered the biggest drama when the number 1 car of reigning World Champions Timo Bern-
hard (DE), Brendon Hartley (NZ) and Mark Webber (AU) crashed after around two hours. Hartley touched a GT car 
when lapping it. Both drivers walked away unhurt from what was a spectacular accident. 

After Silverstone saw rain and snow on the previous days, on Sunday the race start was in bright sunshine with the 
two 919 Hybrids of title defender Porsche lining 
up third and fourth on the grid for the first of 
nine World Championship rounds. By doing the 
fastest lap of the race (1:40.303 minutes) Neel Jani 
proved the competitiveness of the innovative hy-
brid race car.   
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911R 4.16 Photo courtesy of Porsche



22Roadrunner Ramblings May 2016

In the
     Zone
                     Liz Shaw

                         Zone 9 Rep

Hello Zone 9ers,

Hard to believe we’re already well into the second 
quarter of 2016. As far as PCA is concerned, it’s 
business as usual – lots of activity going on with 
all of the Zone 9 Regions. I attended the RMR New 
Member Social in March and I was very impressed 
with the organization and level of participation by 
the Region leadership. The party was held at the 
Man Cave in Westminster, CO, and there were several 
tables set up with printed material and pictures 
of the various events. There was also a food drive, 
where non-perishables and cash were collected. 
Everyone enjoyed pizza and drinks for lunch and 
throughout the event, ticket numbers were drawn 
for door prizes. It was great to see lots of seasoned 
RMR members, as well as to meet several new 
members. I’m sure RMR will see many of the new 
members at their upcoming events.

During the first Saturday in April, Roadrunner 
Region’s local dealership, Porsche of Albuquerque, 
hosted an unveiling of the new 911 Carrera S. It was 
quite the fancy party and one of the treats outside 
(besides the chocolate truffles) was a line-up of 
historical 911’s, including a 50th PCA Anniversary 
Club Coupe. Inside the showroom, we saw a 60th 
PCA Anniversary edition 911 GTS Club Coupe 
belonging to Roadrunner member, Tom Linton. 
The evening’s guest speaker was Bruce Phillips, “a 
911 resident expert”. Bruce gave an interesting talk, 
describing the featured historical 911’s, and then he 
pointed out the design features of the new 911. I’ve 
attended some of Bruce’s tech sessions in the past 
and I always learn a lot from him. 

A couple of days after the event at Porsche of 
Albuquerque, event registration opened up for this 
year’s Parade in Jay Peak, VT. I know that the majority 
of Zone 9 members will not be attending Parade 
this year, but I hope they’ll visit the PCA website and 
Facebook for regular updates. 

And speaking of event registration, be sure to watch 
for an announcement from PCA for when Treffen 
Lake Tahoe will open up for registration. That should 
happen sometime in May.

Hope to see several Zone 9 members soon!

Liz Shaw
Zone 9 Rep
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Fiesta de New Mexico
cancelled for 2016

by Steve Waller

Fiesta de New Mexico has been a 
signature event for the Roadrunner 
Region for many years.  From time to 

time the region took a break from Fiesta to 
reorganize and refresh.

For 2016 we are taking a break.

The past few years have seen declining partic-
ipating numbers.  This also means the club at 
best breaks even financially.
Many regions in Zone 9 are having events this 
spring and summer that could satisfy your 

need for weekend getaways.  Ramblings and 
the Roadrunner Region website both have 
events listed for these other regions.  

We’ll take up Fiesta ideas again in the year 
end planning meeting.  Any members who 
would like input into future Fiesta events are 
welcome to contact President Mike Suttle or 
any other board members.
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AMR’s  

NO EXCUSES IV HPDE
presented by Porsche of Colorado Springs

May 21-22 Pueblo Motorsports Park  
Pueblo, Colorado

Time to get set for another great HPDE experience at Pueblo Motorsports Park (PMP).   On May 21-22, we’ll be 
returning to Pueblo for our fourth annual “No Excuses HPDE, presented by Porsche of Colorado Springs.”   PMP is 
a challenging venue with ten turns and a number of elevation changes and is recognized as one of the premier 
tracks in the entire region, for both students and experienced drivers alike.

If you’re new to HPDE we’ll have instructors on hand to teach the basics and plenty of seat time to practice what 
you’ve learned.  You’ll be assigned to a run group with your peers, so you won’t be running in the same group 
as the more experienced drivers.  

Once again, our host hotel is the Wingate by Wyndham, 4711 N. Elizabeth St., Pueblo, CO, 81008 (located just off 
I-25), about 4 miles from the track).  The Wingate is offering a special discount rate ($101/room/night, plus tax) for 
DE attendees.  When reserving, just ask for the Porsche Club of America rate.  The hotel is holding a block of rooms 
for us at this rate until May 6, so reserve now at 719-586-9000.

As many of you know, the Pueblo track’s management is undergoing a change.  We’ve been following the 
process closely for the last several months and fully expect the issue to be resolved within the next few weeks.  
For this reason we are proceeding with the event registration.  Please note that we will be utilizing deferred 
credit card billing, such that in the unlikely event the contract situation is not resolved, your credit card will not 
be charged. 

Participation has grown dramatically for this event over the last three years, and we expect to reach our 
maximum capacity this year.  For this reason and to guarantee T-shirt size and availability for each participant, 
we ask that you register by April 22 on MotorSportReg.com.  
. 
Finally, for the fourth year in a row, we’d like to thank Porsche of Colorado Springs for their sponsorship of this 
event.  THANK YOU!

What:   “No Excuses IV HPDE, presented by Porsche of Colorado Springs”
Where:  Pueblo Motorsports Park
When:   May 21-22, 2016
Cost:  Both Days:  Driver: $250 (Co-Driver in the same car: $230)
           One Day: Driver $180 (Co-driver in the same car: $160)

Chair:  John Duclos, john.duclos@hotmail.com, Co-Chair:  Patrick Dufour, dufour.pat@hotmail.com

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN ON MotorSportReg.com
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No. 93 at March AX  photo courtesy of Michael Baca
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Membership 
    Report
                     Paul Teske     
                      Membership Chair    

Region Standings for February, 2016
Primary Members 374, Affiliate Members 239

Total Members 613

National Standings for February, 2016
Primary Members 73306, Affiliate Members 42769

New members to welcome include:
Paul Bing,                  2006 Carrera S 

Emerson Chivington     2011 Boxster S

Darrin Church      2008 Boxster S

Sean Simpson         2015 Carrera 4 GTS

Mike Travers      2012 Carrera S

Nathan Wilkes      2000 Boxster S

Carol Winscott      2010 Cayanne 

Transfers In: 

James G. Holmes     2004 911 Turbo and   
      1997 911 Carrera     
Transfer Riverside Region

John Kuecan      1997 Boxster 
 Transfer Lincoln Trail Region

Transfers Out: 

Roy B. Moore       2013 Boxster S 
 Transfer War Bonnet Region

As Membership Chair I would like to welcome the new and transferred in members to the Roadrunner 
Region. 

I would like to invite all the membership to “try us on” at one of the many club events scheduled 
soon at a local venue near you!

You can find the schedule of upcoming events on the Roadrunner website at www.rrrpca.com.

I would like to extend an enthusiastic welcome these new members and those who have joined us from 
another region!

Additionally farewell to those transferring to other regions….we hope to see you soon at a regional or 
national event!

  Please be safe in your travels….. we will see you at one of our many scheduled Regional events hopefully 
soon!
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Roadrunner Region Website Workshop
article and screen shots by Steve Waller

The Roadrunner Region website rrr.pca.org is a useful place for club members to see what is going on in the world of 
Porsche, both local and global.  The website also allows members to place classified ads.  Here’s a brief description of 
how to place an ad. 

From the homepage click on Classifieds. This is the first screen you will see.

A club member can place a classified ad for cars, car parts or accesso-ries, non car items, or place a wanted ad.  Simply 
click on “Place ad” to start the process.*  The next screen asks you to classify the item you are placing.  Click continue.   
In the next screen you are asked to supply your contact information, location, item price, description and answer a se-
curi-ty question.  Important: in the price window do not include a dollar sign with the price.  The program will add the 
dollar sign.  If you type anything but numbers in the space you will see this prompt.
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Click the box agreeing to the terms of service toward the bottom.  The program asks you a simple math addition 
problem.  Type the answer in the answer box.  If you have entered the information in the boxes cor-rectly when you 
click continue you will proceed to the next screen.  In this screen you can upload any pictures you have of the item 

for sale.   

To upload pictures open your picture program on the computer, click on a picture and drag and drop into the box 
shown above.  On an older computer click the purple select files box and your desktop file will open and allow you 
to select the picture.  The program allows you to enter only one picture at a time.  When you are done loading pic-
tures click “Check-out”.

The ad will be sent to the webmaster for approval.  This is an additional way that inappropriate ads can be screened.  
The approval would gen-erally take a short time.  After the ad is approved it will appear on the website.
If you have any problems contact Ann, the webmaster, at  webmaster@rrrpca.org 

* If you have logged onto the website in the past two weeks and entered the member’s password (2505rrr), the web-
site will remember you and you will not have to enter it again.  If you have not been to the site you will get a screen 
prompt asking you to enter it.  

amulhern
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You CAN enjoy a 4-color printed 
copy of Roadrunner Ramblings 

every month by ordering it here!
It’s easy!  It should cost less than $10, plus shipping.
1. Go to your computer.
2. Enter www.magcloud.com.
3. Set up an account with a credit card.
4. Search for Roadrunner Ramblings and you’ll see all the 2015-2016 issues.
5. Browse the issues and select the issue you’d like to have a beautiful 
      hard copy of.
6. Fill out the order form.
7. Our copy arrived about a week later, and it’s gorgeous!

Important Documents 
available in the Members 
Only section of the website.

• Current Roadrunner Financials

• Minutes from All Board Meetings

• Current Membership Directory

• Region Deadlines and Information

You don’t need a login to download the 
Ramblings. Refer to your “welcome new 
member” email OR  the “new website” email 
for the security password required to view any 
member documents or member information. 
OR contact  
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

Thank you!

We Need Your Photos  

and Stories!

Ramblings is always looking for PCA   
members’ contributions!  Got anything you 
think might be interesting?  
Send it in to Ann Mulhern at 

ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We’d love to see it!
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Call 954.385.0330 technolab/pedrosgarage
Florida Pre-Purchase Inspections (PPI)

technolab

954.385.0330 • www.PedrosGarage.com

We also offer: Bolt-on HP kits, ECU Chip, HID/LED 
Performance Parts, Brake Caliper Restoration & Painting, 
AX & DE Magnetic Bras and Numbers, much more.

PedrosGarage

FREE DIY tutorials
and technical info
on our website.

The IMS bearing fix: DOF

 We carry the techNOwind  clear windstop for 981

We have the technoFix
IMS bearing Direct Oil Feed
solves the lubrication issue

of the bearing affordably
fits all ‘97-’08 Porsches
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Well it looks like if you’re getting a new Porsche 
you’re going to have to take lessons in German 
because you’ll need to be able to say Porsche 
Doppelkupplungsgetriebe, please.

This is the wave of the future, the new(er) 7 speed 
dual clutch transmission from Porsche, now in it’s 
third generation.

Even the new GT3 is now only offered exclusively 
with PDK.  You cannot get it with a stick shift!

To me, sports cars made a connection between 
the driver and the car through the shifter.

Taking a manual transmission Porsche to the 
track or to a spirited drive on tight and winding 
mountain roads is like going to church.  Having 
to concentrate on accelerating, braking, 
steering and shifting, and making it all seem 
effortless and appear like a ballet requires a lot 
of effort and after a session like that I generally 
finish “cleansed” in body and soul.

One of my fondest memories is remembering 
my Dad teaching me to drive.  Learning to 
synchronize the letting out of the clutch with the 
left foot while smoothly accelerating with the right 
was jarring to say the least.   I remember the jerking 
forward and stopping as my left foot let out too soon, 
but I overcame and within a short time became a 
very smooth driver.

A year or so later my Dad decided that it was time for 
me to learn to heel-and-toe.

He was then, as I am now, a track junkie, and having 
one of his sons also enjoy anything that burned 
rubber and gasoline made him want to teach me 
everything he knew about cars, and he knew a great 

deal.

But I’m now somewhat saddened because my 
children probably won’t be able to teach my 
grandkids how to drive a stick, because there won’t 
be any!

Well, there’ll be my Boxster, which will live forever, 
but ... you know what I mean.

There’s no doubt though, that the Porsche 
Doppelkupplungsgetriebe is an incredible feat of 
engineering capable of extremely fast shifting and 
it also makes shift points get their bearings from 
the driving dynamics of the driver.  Upshifts and 
especially downshifts are perfect and made almost at 
the speed of light!

Downshifts are even done with rev-matching, much 
better than what we can heel-and-toe in our dreams!

Having a PDK-equipped Porsche eliminates the 

Tech Tips from Pedro

Vanishing Art
 by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA
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requirement for heel-and-toe’ing and shifting which 
in turn allows the driver to better concentrate on 
steering, accelerating and braking, making him/her a 
faster driver around the track.

Porsche calls it a dual-clutch manual, but we all know 
it’s an automatic.  I mean, it shifts for you without 
any input and that’s the definition of an automatic, 

even though it has some pretty cool steering wheel-
mounted shift paddles.

So, the joy of being one with the car and the road will 
very soon come to an end when the last Porsche stick 
shift is made (probably sooner than we expect).

But if there’s one thing I enjoy more than shifting and 
heel-and-toe’ing, it’s lowering my lap times at the 
track, so I can’t wait to have one of the new generation 
Porsche Doppelkupplungsgetriebe-equipped 
Porsches!!!

I guess I’ll just start teaching German to my grandkids 
so that they can properly pronounce: Porsche 
Doppelkupplungsgetriebe.

To learn more about PDK please visit my website at: 
wwwPedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche’ing

Pedro
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