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Mike Suttle
Region President

Greetings Roadrunners!

Last June we (Roadrunner Region) went on 
a weekend drive-out to Durango and also 

ran the Million Dollar Highway through some 
beautiful country including Telluride. It was 
great! So as Paula and I are leaving Durango that 
Sunday we spotted a fl ea market and our 911 just 
kind of veered right in. 

Among the items for sale were a few boxes of 
Louis L’Amour books – you know, the westerns, 
going back to the early 50’s. So, for $20, and 
Paula’s permission, I was able to squeeze in 
around 100 paperbacks into the Porsche. I love 
these books. Many of the stories are framed right 
here in New Mexico with many towns like Las 
Vegas, Santa Fe, Pie Town, etc. mentioned. I 
fi gure at the rate of about a book every 2 weeks or 
so I should get them all read in about 4 or 5 years. 
I am in the old west…

So what does this have to do with Porsches, you 
might wonder! The main mode of transportation 
back then was the horse. Nice scenery, but even a 
fast horse can’t go too far in a day. 

In about a month your Ramblings newsletter 
editor, Steve Waller, and I will be driving – in a 
Porsche, of course – to Colorado Springs for the 
annual Region Presidents Meeting. Our zone, 
Zone 9, has 7 Regions and representatives from 
each region meet to learn and share ideas about 

how our regions can serve the members in better 
– or diff erent – ways. You can go to www.pca.org
for the region maps of all PCA in the USA.

For me this trip will be extra fun because we will 
be driving through the wild west of the L’Amour 
novels but at a much “brisker” pace – and with 
quite a few more horses under us. Isn’t that 
part of the Porsche experience many of us love 
so much? Running briskly through beautiful 
wide open country? And where better than New 
Mexico and Colorado!

I encourage you to look at our calendar at www.
rrrpca.com and fi nd activities you would like to 
participate in – from the monthly socials, to auto-
cross, tech sessions, drive outs – whatever you 
see – and if you don’t see what you would like 
to do come to our monthly Membership Meeting 
and suggest it – or email me or any of the board 
members – maybe it can get scheduled!

Folks, WE WANT TO SEE YOU – there will be 
lots of good activities again this year – our 50th 
anniversary year!

Happy Trails!

Mike Suttle
President, Roadrunner Region, PCA
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Fifth Gear
        Steve Waller
             Editor

After a cold gloomy January we fi nally have some
sunshine.  Maybe I’ll go out and wash the 996 
after I fi nish my editor’s column.

There is a theme to this February issue of Ramblings.  
It is not by design, but just how events and information 
fell together.  The theme for the February Ramblings 
is technical products and education.  For the fi rst 
time in awhile the Roadrunner Region has a technical 
chairperson:  Evelyn Watkins.  Without a tech chair 
the tech session as a educational event is left hanging.  
Evelyn has enthusiastically taken on the position 
and as a result the region had a well attended tech 
session in January.  The session dealt with the proper 
preparation and presentation of a car for autocross.  
There will be more scrutiny of the cars this year.  The 
tech session allowed members to get reacquainted 
with the inspection standards to keep car and driver 
safe.  On a cold Saturday morning Evelyn had a good 
turnout.  She is working on another tech session 
for February.  Some pictures and story are in this 
Ramblings. 

A PCA member from the Rally Sport region of 
southeastern Michigan contacted me around the fi rst 
of the year. His name is Dave Cooper.   He had a 
996 turbo that had developed a malfunction of the 
deployment of the rear downforce wing.  He also 
happened to be an engineer.  So his analytical brain 
needed to get to the bottom of the problem.  Dave took 
the wing mechanism apart and discovered the root 
issue.  Then, he worked on not only fi xing the problem 
but developed a work around to improve the German 
engineering.  Finally, Dave turned his invention into a 
business and product that could benefi t other owners 
of 996/997 turbo Porsches that might have the same 
problem.  So our tech column this month is Dave’s 
story about the diagnosing, fi xing, and development of 
a product that could be purchased from his company.  
Way to go Dave. 

At the other end of the tech spectrum is a product I’ve 
found that is an inexpensive answer to anyone with an 
older Porsche (or other car) who would like an more 
modern radio system.  That is, a radio that can handle 
bluetooth and wireless streaming of downloaded 
music, podcasts or music services.  All it takes is a 
“smart” phone and this portable, plug into the cigarette 
lighter device.  The device wirelessly connects to an 
FM frequency to bring the 21st century to your 20th 
century radio.  Take a look at all these tech stories in 
this Ramblings. 

Roadrunners love to get together for good times and 
food.  That was the case in January.  We had two social 
events last month that brought out new members and 
old friends for fun and laughter. 

If you intend to register for Fiesta we are full now. The 
Fiesta organizing committee reports over 120 cars and 
180 people have signed up. We are wait listing people 
so sign up quick!  Finally check out the calendar 
for 2017.  Several events have been added since last 
month.

Enjoy this issue of Ramblings. 
Steve Waller 
editor.ramblings@rrrpca.com

Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member and other outside submissions for space and content.  If there is a reason to 
publish an article exactly as submitted please let us know.
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2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

February
Thursday, February 16 Meet and Greet Monroe’s Mexican Restaurant on Osuna

Tuesday, February 21 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thursday, February 23 Tech Session/Timing TBD

Saturday, February 25 Frostbite 2 Autocross Sandia Speedway

March
Saturday, March 11 Autocross School Route 66 Casino

Saturday, March 12 Die Serie #1 Autocross Route 66 Casino

Tuesday, March 14 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thursday, March 18 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, March 18 Drive out Unser Racing Museum

Wed-Sat., March 29- April 1 PCA Treffen Austin, Tx

April
Saturday, April 8 Die Serie #2 Farmington, NM

Sunday, April 9 Die Serie #3 Farmington, NM

Tuesday, April 11 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thursday, April 20 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, April 22 Tech session/ Legal update TBD

May
Saturday, May 6 Tech session /Concours Prep TBD

Tuesday, May 9 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thurs.-Sun., May 25-28 Fiesta New Mexico Santa Fe, NM

Saturday, May 27 Die Serie #4 Sandia Speedway

Please note:  Membership meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month.  
The location is the Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 8600 Academy 
Rd NE.  Our meeting room is in the education wing on the south side of the 
church. The meetings will start at 6:00pm. Don’t forget to attend the weekly 
lunch, every Wednesday at 11:15am, and the monthly breakfast the last 
Sunday of every month at 9:00am at the Owl Cafe, 800 Eubank Blvd NE.

Calendar continued on page 8
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June
Wed - Sun June 7-11 Rocky Mountain HWY RMR Region

Saturday, June 10 Die Serie #5 Sandia Speedway

Tuesday, June 13 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thursday, June 15 New member luncheon Porsche of Albuquerque

Sat - Sun  June 16-17 HWY 191 Revisited Safford, Az

July
Saturday, July 8 Die Serie #6 Route 66 Casino 

Sun - Sat, July 9-15 PCA Parade Spokane, Washington

Thursday, July 20 Meet and Greet TBD

Sat - Sun July 29-30 Taos Drive out Taos, NM

August
Tuesday, August 8 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Saturday, August 12 Die Serie #7 Sandia Speedway

Sun.-Sat., Aug 14-19 Monterey Car Week Monterey, California

Sunday, Aug 27 Corrales Round up/Meet and Greet Corrales, NM

September
Tuesday, September 12 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thursday, September 14 Meet and Greet TBD

Wed.-Sat, Sept 20-23 PCA Treffen Asheville, North Carolina

Saturday, September 30 Die Serie #8 Farmington, NM

October
Sunday, October 1 Die Serie #9 Farmington, NM

Saturday, October 7 Balloon Fiesta Breakfast Porsche of Albuquerque

Tuesday, October 10 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Saturday, October 21 Chili cook off Steve and Ann Waller

Fri-Sun, Oct. 27-29 Oktoberfiesta Las Cruces, NM

Sunday, October 29 Die Serie #10 Deming/Arroyo Seco, NM

November
Tuesday, November 14 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Thursday, November 16 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, November 18 Die Serie #11 Sandia Speedway

December
Saturday, December 9 Holiday Party lunch TBD
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We’re off to a good start in 2017 with 
the Meet & Greet crowd.  Thirty-nine 
members filled the Lizard Lounge at 

The Range in Bernalillo with good conversation 
and good will.  The Hamiltons drove down from 
Santa Fe, and new member Norm Cairns and his 
son joined us.  Thanks to Steve Waller for the 

surprise door prize of a Nicholas Hunzicker 2017 
Art Calendar.  It was won by Jane Thompson.  
She helped pass out the tickets…so it looks fishy, 
but I drew the ticket.  (She’ll pay me later!)  I’m 
working on restaurant selections for this year’s 
Meet & Greets, and look forward to seeing you 
in the future.

January Social
Story by Marsha MenNe, Photos by Ann Mulhern

9Roadrunner Ramblings February 2017
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During the January Tech Session there were 
questions about helmets. So here is the scoop. 

For autocross the Roadrunner Region accepts 
helmets with Snell ratings of SA, SAH, M, 
or EA (or the equivalent).  A face shield is 
required for cars without windshields.  The 
Snell sticker must be attached.  

Snell updates its standards every 5 years and 
the newest helmets on the market are marked 
2015.  The Region accepts the current Snell 
rating and the two previous ratings. So helmets 
marked Snell 2015, Snell 2010 (shown) 
and Snell 2005 are currently acceptable for 
Roadrunner PCA autocross. If you purchase 
a helmet today you should be looking for 
one with a Snell rating of SA2015 or M2015 
so you won’t have to replace it as soon.  In 
2020, helmets marked 2005 will no longer be 
acceptable.

Just be mindful of wear, tear and abuse on your 
older helmet; you would not want it to fail 
when you need it.  Manufacturers recommend 
replacing a regular-use helmet 3 to 5 years 
after manufacture (or if it was damaged). Once 

it gets into the 6 to 8 year category, it’s time 
to replace.  If  in doubt about an older helmet, 
you should replace it.  Some manufacturers, 
like Shoei, will inspect a helmet for free, 
but you would need to ship it to them for the 
inspection.  

Autocrossing? You only need an M- or SA-
rated helmet. Hitting the track for Club 
Racing? You need an SA-rated helmet.  What’s 
the diff erence between M and SA?  SA helmets 
have the highest level of impact and fi re 
protection,  On the other hand, the fi eld of 
vision for M helmets is larger than SA and they 
can be signifi cantly cheaper.

Manufacturing costs being what they are... 
most manufacturers build their SA and M 
helmets identically with the exception of the 
inner liner. This generally means that you 
will fi nd that a more expensive helmet will be 
more comfortable and have a better fi t. One 
thing cannot be denied, though, and that is that 
safety is crucial, and your life could depend on 
this one simple piece of equipment. Do your 
research, choose wisely, and keep in mind that 
you get what you pay for.

Safety Corner
Story by George Watkins, Photos by Evelyn Watkins
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2007 PORSCHE BOXSTER CONVERTIBLE $12,650

2000 PORSCHE BOXSTER   13,200

1997 PORSCHE BOXSTER   15,400

2001 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 4 CONVERTIBLE 20,900

2002 PORSCHE BOXSTER   14,300

1983 PORSCHE 928S    18,150

1999 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA   18,700

1974 PORSCHE 911    31,900

1987 PORSCHE 924    8,250

1988 PORSCHE 959 ROADSTER RE-CREATION 21,450

1988 PORSCHE 911 CABRIOLET  34,100

2002 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 4S  29,700

1970 PORSCHE 911 TARGA   52,800

1978 PORSCHE 911 CUSTOM COUPE  44,000

1977 PORSCHE 911S  GT2 conversion  132,000

1971 PORSCHE 911T    63,800

1973 PORSCHE 911T CUSTOM COUPE  39,600

1978 PORSCHE 911 RS RE-CREATION  66,000

1995 PORSCHE CARRERA CABRIOLET 33,000
1964 PORSCHE 356C    64,900

1962 PORSCHE 356B    71,500

1997 PORSCHE 911 993 TURBO   220,000

1991 PORSCHE 911 CARRERA 2 TARGA RWB 82,500

1967 PORSCHE 911S    170,500

2005 PORSCHE CARRERA GT   616,000

1973 PORSCHE 911S    205,500

1977 PORSCHE 930 TURBO   181,500

1979 PORSCHE 930 TURBO   125,400

2000 PORSCHE BOXSTER S CONVERTIBLE 15,950

2007 PORSCHE 911    29,700 

*source: Barrett-Jackson.com

Barrett-Jackson Scottsdale 2017

2005 PORSCHE CARRERA GT   616,000

2000 PORSCHE BOXSTER S CONVERTIBLE 15,950

2007 PORSCHE 911    29,700

*source: Barrett-Jackson.com
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Roadrunner Region Board
members at large 2017

Doug Brosveen - I became a Porsche owner in 1992.  For the 36 years prior to that 
I had owned BMW’s.  A Road & Track article discussed “used bargains” in great 
performing vehicles.   The BMW M5 was one discussed—but on the next page was 
the Porsche 928.  I had always been a fan of V8 engines and was impressed by the 
article enough to start reading about this car.  Bottom line—I found one—bought it for 
$10,000 and over the next 16 years turned it into a $50,000 garage queen.   I think it 
was originally white—but my blood stained it to Guards Red.

When my family insisted that it be replaced, or “if you keep it just drive it around town”.  (Why would 
I want a Porsche to just drive around town?).  I had a dilemma, I really like the people in our club that 
now hosts most of my friends.  However, I need a Vin number to belong.  The Cayman S proved to be 
the only Porsche that met my criteria of carrying three weeks’ worth of luggage for two people-----and 
Annie (the 50-pound dog).

Sean Simpson - What is the best part about owning a Porsche? Is it owning a piece 
of art that is the very defi nition of ‘eye candy’, or the hum of the H6 just behind your 
head, or the auto-blip of the PDK as you enter a tight corner? We’d all agree these 
aspects are swell.  But for me, the best part of the Porsche experience is the Family we 
inherited the day we joined the PCA, the friends we’ve made along the way, the get-
togethers, the drive-outs, and ultimately the memories that will last a lifetime for my 
three little girls.

Lisa Hernandez - I joined the Roadrunners in 2013, and I currently drive a Guards 
Red 2008 Boxster S. My favorite things to do are hang out at autocross, schmooz at 
Meet & Greets, and tour the beautiful back roads of the American Southwest in search 
of the ultimate green chile cheeseburger. Looking forward to serving on the board and 
getting to know more of our members!

Doug Brosveen
I had owned BMW’s.  A Road & Track article discussed “used bargains” in great 
performing vehicles.   The BMW M5 was one discussed—but on the next page was 
the Porsche 928.  I had always been a fan of V8 engines and was impressed by the 
article enough to start reading about this car.  Bottom line—I found one—bought it for 
$10,000 and over the next 16 years turned it into a $50,000 garage queen.   I think it 
was originally white—but my blood stained it to Guards Red.

Sean Simpson
of art that is the very defi nition of ‘eye candy’, or the hum of the H6 just behind your 
head, or the auto-blip of the PDK as you enter a tight corner? We’d all agree these 
aspects are swell.  But for me, the best part of the Porsche experience is the Family we 
inherited the day we joined the PCA, the friends we’ve made along the way, the get-
togethers, the drive-outs, and ultimately the memories that will last a lifetime for my 
three little girls.

Lisa Hernandez -
Red 2008 Boxster S. My favorite things to do are hang out at autocross, schmooz at 
Meet & Greets, and tour the beautiful back roads of the American Southwest in search 
of the ultimate green chile cheeseburger. Looking forward to serving on the board and 
getting to know more of our members!

Continued on page 15
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George Watkins - I have always been a Porsche fan. Growing up, family friends 
owned the Volkswagen-Porsche Dealership in my home town.  This continued when 
I had the opportunity to live in southern Germany for 5 years. Evelyn and I currently 
have a 2011 Boxster Spyder, a 2008 911S and a 2017 Macan. For the past two 
autocross seasons Evelyn and I have “shared” the Spyder, competing with each other 
for bragging rights.  Although Evelyn and I share a passion for autocross we do enjoy 
an occasional drive out and we have already made plans for Fiesta in May.

James Wilson - I am also the Autocross chair.  The highlight of my Porsche activity 
is driving on the AX course or taking the Cayman down to Saff ord on the HWY 191 
drive outs.  This year I’ve been very involved in designing the Fiesta registration site 
on motorsportreg.com.  I try to go to the social events for the region, so chat me up 
when you see me.  

Steve Waller - I was always a “car” guy, but my life was spent mostly just looking 
at other’s cars. That changed a few years ago when I bought my 911 Carrera.  Since 
then a big part of ownership has been belonging to the Roadrunner Region. The club 
gives me opportunities to enjoy my car in the company of others who have a similar 
enjoyment. It’s been fun and a learning experience putting together Ramblings, and I 
am proud to be a board member for the region.

George Watkins
owned the Volkswagen-Porsche Dealership in my home town.  This continued when 
I had the opportunity to live in southern Germany for 5 years. Evelyn and I currently 
have a 2011 Boxster Spyder, a 2008 911S and a 2017 Macan. For the past two 
autocross seasons Evelyn and I have “shared” the Spyder, competing with each other 
for bragging rights.  Although Evelyn and I share a passion for autocross we do enjoy 
an occasional drive out and we have already made plans for Fiesta in May.

James Wilson
is driving on the AX course or taking the Cayman down to Saff ord on the HWY 191 
drive outs.  This year I’ve been very involved in designing the Fiesta registration site 
on motorsportreg.com.  I try to go to the social events for the region, so chat me up 
when you see me.  

Steve Waller
at other’s cars. That changed a few years ago when I bought my 911 Carrera.  Since 
then a big part of ownership has been belonging to the Roadrunner Region. The club 
gives me opportunities to enjoy my car in the company of others who have a similar 
enjoyment. It’s been fun and a learning experience putting together Ramblings, and I 
am proud to be a board member for the region.

The February Meet & Greet will be 
Feb. 16th, Thursday, 6:00 pm, 

at Monroe’s at 6051 Osuna Road NE.  
The menu is traditional southwestern 

fare with some “Gringo” items thrown 
in for those faint of palate.  Some think 
they have the best red chile around, so 

you should come and fi nd out.

Please RSVP to Marsha at mmilmen@gmail.com by February 15th

February Social - Come Join Us!
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The viewing room was 1550 miles from the 
racetrack but that didn’t deter the enthusiasm 
of the group of Roadrunner Region race fans.  
Thirty-four members gathered at Chama River 
Brewing company for the exciting fi nish of the 
Rolex 24hrs of Daytona.  There was everything 

a Porsche race fan could want: food, a big screen 
TV, camaraderie of fellow members and a new 
variant of the 911 race car, the 911 RSR.  The 
event drew four new members into our paddock.  
Everyone had a great time.  Looks like this could 
be an annual aff air.  

Roadrunners Cheer on
Porsche to victory.

Story and Photos by Steve Waller
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E
vent calendars for most regions are coming 
together nicely. Rocky Mountain Region and 
Alpine Mountain Region seem to have the 

running start on getting their full calendars locked 
down and posted on their websites. As a single event 
though, it’s clear that the team putting together the 
Santa Fe FIESTA in the Roadrunner Region, really 
has their act together as the registration site went 
live back in December 2016!  In my own home 
region, Intermountain, the committee leads have 
been locking down the track dates. Those dates then 
drive timing for the socials, and then the autocross 
venue rentals etc.- all to avoid confl icting dates. No 
matter the region, the amount of work it takes to put 
together a full year calendar is really impressive, 
fairly invisible, and as a result, underappreciated. 
So if you are a club member reading this monthly 
zone letter and checking out your own region’s 
newsletter or website, you might want to drop a 
short “thank you” in an email (or on your region’s 
Facebook page) to the team that puts it all together. 
A large part of the work in pulling together a year 
of activity for any PCA region, comes right now in 
the planning stages! 

Speaking of planning, now is the time to consider 
participating in the Zone 9 Challenge. The goal is 
to visit and participate in an event in all 7 regions 
of Zone 9. This year in particular, MIGHT be 
the most practical year to go after the challenge. 
Think about it. Treff en is in Austin Texas in late 
March, early April. This gives you a great reason 
to cross the Lone Star State and hit all 3 of our 
Texas regions- Llano Estacado, West Texas and 

Carrera- on the way out and on the way back.  
Then in July, with Parade being in Spokane this 
year, you have a reason to pass through Salt Lake 
City. We are planning a Cars and Coff ee type 
breakfast at Porsche Salt Lake City for anyone 
in the zone passing through on that Saturday 
morning on their way to Spokane. We may even 
suggest a recommended hotel with discounted 
rooms the night before. So stay tuned.

Coming back to now, I’m looking out the 
window at a foot of fresh fallen snow and 
listening to Utah Highway Patrol reports of 200 
slide off s and 3 trooper’s cars being hit. In stark 
comparison, Intermountain Region members are 
simultaneously posting Facebook pictures of their 
Porsches that serve as daily drivers all winter. So 
far each post has been a mid-engine. I’m hoping a 
C4S owner, or an even more daring Carrera owner 
will post some pix, too. Strangely there’s not one 
post from a Cayenne or Macan owner. I guess 
that falls into the category of “so what’s the big 
deal”? The only reason for going down this path 
though, is that I’m thinking about driver safety. 
Especially teens on dry roads, and all of the rest 
of us in challenging winter conditions. In the next 
year, I would LOVE to see a region or two visit 
or revisit plans for teen survival skill programs, 
AND for the rest of us, some winter driving skills 
development. Hmmm…I think I just decided 
to add this topic to the agenda of the Colorado 
Springs Zone meeting with region Presidents on 
March 4th.

In the Zone
Rich Sanders

Zone 9 Rep
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T ech Session #1, 2017 was held on 
Saturday, January 21, 2017 to 
instruct the steps required to inspect 

a vehicle prior to each Autocross.  The 
Roadrunner Region Tech Inspection Sheet 
was used and Michael Galaviz generously 
allowed the Club to use both his shop 
bay for the demonstration as well as his 
pristine, modified 914-6 for our training 
aid. 

With snow storm and bitter cold weather, I was 
not optimistic about having a large class, but 22 
intrepid Porsche pushers showed up and enjoyed 
Michael’s hospitality, Evelyn’s home-baked 
muffi  ns and spice bread and hot coff ee brought 
by James Wilson.  

Questions were fi elded during the class and many 
shared personal experiences with diff erent items 
inspected.  

Porsche pictures provided by Michelin Tire were 
provided complements of Liz Shaw, our previous 
Zone Representative and many found a new 
home as the class broke up.

I was thanked and congratulated as members 
departed. I believe that this will be the fi rst of 
many successful Tech Sessions coordinated by 
Evelyn Watkins for this year.  Thanks to all for 
attending and especially to Michael Galaviz for 
his support.  The list of attendees is attached.

Bob Blackwell,  Instructor 

Roadrunner Region Tech Session
Story by Bob Blackwell, Photo by Steve Waller
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Upgrade your Porsche audio system…
for few bucks!

For anyone with an “older” Porsche, that is a car 
without navigation, bluetooth etc this article could 
be for you.  I’ve come across a great item that can 
bring your car radio and navigation systems into 
the 21st century.  The Otium portable bluetooth, 
FM transmitter device is small and fi ts into the car’s 
cigarette lighter.  Once paired to your bluetooth 
phone the multifunction player can help you answer 
calls handsfree and use the car’s stereo system as 
a speaker.  If you have a smart phone with music 
downloaded or an app with Pandora or other 
streaming music service the Otium will transmit 
the signal wirelessly to your FM radio with great 
sound quality.  An important feature here is that all 

functions are wireless.  The device connects to your 
phone via bluetooth and to the FM radio by pairing 
the Otium to a FM frequency that you select on 
your radio. The music comes through your Porsche 
speakers without static and with full dynamic range.  
In addition it has a charging function to charge your 
phone with the proper charging power cord.  Lastly, 
it even displays the voltage of the car battery when 
powering up.  All this for less than $25.00.  I enjoy 
listening to my favorite driving music in my 996.  
This inexpensive device could help you jump 
past many generations of improvements in audio 
systems.  I bought my Otium T10 on Amazon.com.

story and photos by Steve Waller
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SANTA FE MAY 25-28, 2017
Presented by Porsche of Albuquerque

Celebrate the 2017 Fiesta New Mexico at the Hilton Santa Fe 
Historic Plaza Hotel in beautiful Santa Fe, NM! It’s the 50th Year of 
Roadrunner Region hospitality and fun!

• Concours
• Autocross
• Landmarks Rally
• Beautiful New Mexico Drive Outs

There will be a Welcome Reception, Continental breakfasts and 
Awards Banquet. You will definitely want the commemorative 
t-shirts and other goodie bag items, all included.

COME CELEBRATE THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ROADRUNNER REGION AT THIS PREMIER EVENT!

 Registration will be through 
motorsportreg.com

http://www.motorsportreg.com/
events/2017-rrr-pca-fiesta-new-
mexico-hilton-santa-fe-historic-

plaza-roadrunner-027901

Plan to register early- we can 
accommodate a maximum 

of 100 cars at our event. 

The Roadrunner Region 
is proud to announce 

that the artwork for this 
event, which will be on our 

commemorative t-shirts, 
will be produced by world-

famous Porsche artist, 
Nicolas Hunziker. 

You can see more of Nicolas’ 
art at this site: 

nicolashunziker.com
and be sure and visit his store to 
see his collection of t-shirts and, 

newly available, footwear. 

Nicolas has done the artwork 
for the first three Porsche Werks 

Reunions held in Monterey, 
CA during the Pebble Beach 

Concours d’Elegance Car 
week, and we are immensely 
proud that he will be doing 

the artwork for our 2017 Fiesta 
New Mexico event. The 2017 
Fiesta New Mexico t-shirts will 
certainly be a collector’s item 
and will only be available to 

Fiesta New Mexico registrants 
(and co-registrants) by 
attending our event.

There is a lot to do in Santa Fe, NM. You may want to come 
early and stay late to really enjoy the trip. Below are some 

helpful links to help you plan your trip.
https://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/Things_to_Do/Tours/index.html
https://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/Self_Guided_Tours/index.html

https://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/Museums/index.html
https://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/Dine/index.html

https://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/Galleries/index.html
http://www.visitalbuquerque.org

http://taos.org
https://www.newmexico.org/videos/

http://www.newmexico.org
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• Concours
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• Landmarks Rally
• Beautiful New Mexico Drive Outs

There will be a Welcome Reception, Continental breakfasts and 
Awards Banquet. You will definitely want the commemorative 
t-shirts and other goodie bag items, all included.
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Plan to register early- we can 
accommodate a maximum 

of 100 cars at our event. 

The Roadrunner Region 
is proud to announce 

that the artwork for this 
event, which will be on our 

commemorative t-shirts, 
will be produced by world-

famous Porsche artist, 
Nicolas Hunziker.

You can see more of Nicolas’ 

The 2017 Fiesta New Mexico is currently sold out! 
However, we do expect that some registrants may have to cancel 
between now and the end of May. If you are not already registered 
for the event, we would encourage you to go ahead and sign up for 
the waitlist, as those persons waitlisted will be automatically added 
to the event (in the order that they are waitlisted) if anyone drops 
out. Credit cards will not be charged until mid-April and then only 
for those who have confi rmed registrations for the event.”
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Membership 
    Report

     Paul Teske     
Membership Chair 

         Pteske@comcast.net   

As Membership Chair I would like to welcome the new and transferred in members to the Roadrunner Region. 

I would like to invite all the membership to “try us on” at one of the many club events scheduled soon at a 
local venue near you!

You can fi nd the schedule of upcoming events on the Roadrunner website at www.rrrpca.com.

I would like to extend an enthusiastic welcome these new members and those who 
have joined us from another region!

Additionally farewell to those transferring to other regions….we hope to see you 
soon at a regional or national event!

Again check out our great Website at www.rrrpca.com for all the scheduled events 
and come on out and have some fun!

Please be safe in your travels….. we will see you at one of our many scheduled 
Regional events hopefully soon!

National Standings for January 2017
Primary Members      75627
Affi  liate Members      43251

Region Standings for January 2017
Primary Members 398 
Affi  liate Members 242
Total Members  640

New Members: 
Roger Erker  2008 911 Carrera Blue
Mark Webster  2002 911 Seal Grey 
Laurie Overton   1969 912 Tangerine
Michael and Sherry Frese 1980 911 SC Petrol Blue

Transfers In:   
None

Transfers Out: 
None
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NEW! 
  Roadrunner Porsche Club 
Welcome Roadrunners!
Your Roadrunner Porsche Club has a new website that should 
allow all of us easier navigation and at the same time provide 
you with the  information you want to see.

Our web address has changed to: 
rrrpca.com
You no longer have to login to download the Ramblings.
We will have a single password protecting the documents containing club 
members’ personal email and phone number or address information. Please 
email the webmaster to receive the password if you do not have one or it 
does not work. This password will work until the next time I change it for 
security reasons, and you will all be notifi ed only by email when a password 
change is made. Please do not share this access password with non-members.
When you go to our new website you will see a menu bar at the top of your screen.
This is one way to navigate this website. Clicking on the diff erent tabs and their drop down menus will move you between the 
pages.
You will also see large images and the home page allows for you to scroll down the home page and click on many of the menu 
tabs to see the latest information. Click on any of these sections and you are then taken to that page of information.
Try clicking around--explore the site. Please send comments or issues to me. We have tested this on many diff erent devices but 
not every device that everyone uses.
Our goal was to create a website that is easier to manage and easier for members to fi nd the information they need. It is our 
hope that you will use it more often, and be able to benefi t from the posts and information.
We hope that you enjoy the new design, and fi nd it easier to use going forward. 
On behalf of the Board,
Thank you!
webmaster@rrrpca.com
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FOR SALE

2006 Porsche Cayman S, 2-door hatchback coupe with 89,490 miles for sale for 
$22,850 OBO.  Single owner and clean title available.  Beautiful and rare cobalt blue 
exterior with gray interior.  Six-speed manual transmission with six-cylinder 3.4L 
mid-engine.  All service records available, and all service done by local Porsche 
dealership.  Dual power seats and windows, A/C, cruise control, leather seats, seat 
heaters, premium 19” alloy wheels, Power door and remote locks with two keys, 
automatic rear spoiler, CD audio, ABS brakes, Traction Control, Stability Control.  
Four air bags.  Trunk space in both the front and back.  Tires recent and in good 
condition.  This Porsche always garaged and lived in dry New Mexico climate.  
VIN#: WP0AB29826U785397.

Call Ned (505)238-4286; email: ned@ngodshall.com

2006 Porsche Cayman S

• 86K miles
• One owner: 2002-2016
• California Car
• Clean Carfax report
• Stunning one of a kind Lamborghini Yellow paint
• Beautiful condition inside and out
• Drives great
• Everything operates as it should
• Super rare Porsche factory Speedster humps
• 5 speed tiptronic transmission
• Heated seats
• Recent Porsche dealer service

Email: cjlennon@comcast.net
$15,000

FOR SALE
2002 Boxster S
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Do you enjoy attending Auto X or Socials or special RRR events?
Please contact me and tell me if you plan to photograph an event! 

Camera phone photos are acceptable as member snap shots but quality 
digital camera photos are always appreciated for events. If you want 
to shoot video you should be able to upload up to 30 second clips via 

dropbox or another service and we will post them on the website. 
Photo galleries sent will also be posted on the website as well as used 

in Ramblings. Most of our images as you know are mainly for fun, and 
archive purposes. We want to tell the story of our events with a goal of 
attracting new member participation because our events are a lot of fun.
Cover shots: send me your best work. Hi Rez jpgs emailed/dropboxed to 
me are the best. I will save them and use as needed throughout the year. 

Be sure to always include a photo credit as you want to be listed. 

ANY and ALL photos gratefully accepted. 
Please consider our new event calendar and contact me so we can designate you 
as the offi  cial photographer. We will need many photographers for Fiesta New 
Mexico 2017. If you are signed up to attend please plan to bring your camera 

and sign up to photograph some of the events at Fiesta as well.
Thank you so much! 

Ann Mulhern 
On behalf of Ramblings and the Website

Calling all Photographers!
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Our autocross chair, James Wilson will educate us on how to operate our computerized 
timing equipment for autocross events. Our software is used for registration, reports, 
run order, grid sheets, times, etc. At the track, a pair of electric eyes at the start line 

automatically starts the timer when the beam is broken. A second set of electric eyes at 
the fi nish line stops the timer. 

But we still need people to ensure that the equipment is operating correctly and that 
times and penalties go to the right driver. (We also have car numbers and times on paper 
in case something happens to the computer.) The volunteer doesn’t need to be able to do 
much more than he/she might at a home computer or laptop and you can quickly learn 

the basics. 
Obviously a person can’t be a driver and operate the timing equipment at the same time. 
Non-drivers who can help are very appreciated!  As a bonus, the timing equipment is in 
a trailer, so the volunteer is out of the sun and weather.  Please consider coming to the 
training and helping us out.  We will meet at 6:00pm on February 23, the location to be 

determined.  Contact Evelyn Watkins at 332-9336 for more information.

RRRPCA Tech Session 2 coming February 23:
Autocross timing
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Improving the 996 / 997 Turbo 
Wing Lift Mechanism

A few years ago, my Porsche® 996 
Turbo’s hydraulic wing lift system 
failed… twice…  The first failure 

was before I bought the car.  I purchased 
my 2002 Turbo knowing that the wing did 
not go up and down as it should.  Being an 
engineer, I thought it must certainly be a 
rather simple repair.   Researching a few 
popular online 996 Turbo forums, there 
was quite a bit of advice on how to fix the 
problems with the hydraulic wing system.  

Step 1 was removing the 3-piece hydraulic 
mechanism from my Turbo’s back lid and 
disassembling it on my work bench.

   

Removal of the 3-piece hydraulic system and 
subsequent troubleshooting took quite a bit of eff ort 
– and was a very messy job with power steering 
fl uid leaks and drips.   But I was driven to fi nd the 
root cause of failure and fi nally discovered plastic 
components that had partially melted inside the 
12V motor along with the PS fl uid leaks.  It was 
clear that the system was never intended to be 
refi lled, much less regularly maintained.  Once the 
motor was repaired and the hydraulics refi lled, bled, 
tightened up and bench tested, the mechanism was 
installed back into my Turbo.  Problem solved…I 
was proud of my repairs.
Just a few months after the rebuild, one of the 
hydraulic rams catastrophically failed, leaking PS 
fl uid down the back bumper and into the engine 
bay.  The wing was stuck up on one side and 
wouldn’t move.

 

Further research verifi ed that the hydraulic ram 
cylinders cannot be rebuilt without cutting them 
apart to replace leaking internal seals – then 
resoldering the assembly back together.  From 
stories on the forums, it became apparent that there 
are a quite a few failure modes:

story by David J. Cooper, Rally Sport Region

disassembling it on my work bench.

   

Continued on page 22
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• Drive motor overheating (my root cause 
problem)

• Leaking ram o-ring(s) (my other root cause 
problem)

• Leaking banjo fi tting(s)
• Leaking syringe pump seal(s)
• Broken plastic plunger block
• Malfunctioning micro-switch(es)
• Broken ram spring(s)
• Deteriorated shaft wiper seal(s)
• Contaminated fl uid
• etc.
Why would such a failure prone mechanism ever 
be installed on the 996 Turbo?  Further research 
revealed that Porsche® designed and patented a 
“Motor vehicle with a rear end spoiler device”, or 
the bi-wing design, that for the fi rst time provided 
negative lift (or downforce) on the Turbo.  Porsche 
needed a dual cylinder lifting mechanism for such 
a wing and went outside to fi nd the mechanism.  
A hydraulic mechanism was designed, patented 
and supplied by a German supplier to Porsche 
in time for the 5th generation water cooled turbo 
production start in 2000.  This same hydraulic 
mechanism was used for the Carrera GT wing and 
again for the 6th generation 997 Turbo wing.  It was 
clear to me that there had to be a better device for 
raising and lowering the wing.

My engineering instincts kicked in, causing me to 
wonder how to improve the overly complex, and 
failure prone hydraulic wing lift mechanism.  
My goal was to design and build a simple all-
electronic wing lift mechanism for my car that 
is robust, yet easy to install and work on without 
special tools.  I searched for a 12 volt electric 
ram and found devices that are used to position 
photovoltaic panels in the desert.  Perfect for 

placement under the Turbo’s lid!  I then designed 
CAD prototype parts and had them machined for 
trial fi tting.  A local water-jetter and machinist were 
secured to produce the various prototype parts out 
of billet aluminum:

The next challenge was fi guring out the electronics, 
which was the most time consuming piece of the 
puzzle.  In the stock Turbo, should the wing not 
move, or extend up all the way, or take too long to 
deploy, the dreaded Spoiler Warning is displayed on 
the instrument cluster. Continued on page 33
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It was necessary to understand the switch logic and 
reverse engineer what the original programmers had 
coded into the cluster ECU in order to circumvent 
the warning.  After completing the ladder logic, 
I made a prototype electrical gizmo with relays 
and programmable timers mounted to a plywood 
board for in-car testing.  It functioned perfectly to 
circumvent the warning.  

The fi nal challenge was fi guring out how to fi t 
all of the electronic components into a small 
waterproof box – with that piece done, it was 
mission accomplished:  Lighter, More Robust, 3 
Heights, Virtually Plug & Play and NO MORE 
HYDRAULICS!

After all this work, I wondered if an electric 
wing lift mechanism might be desired by other 
996 Turbo owners?  As it turns out, the 4th most 
popular post on a well-attended 996 Turbo forum, 
at 55,911 views, is “996 TT rear spoiler problems 
– Help!”  The original idea was to improve upon 
the factory hydraulic system in my car, but maybe 
others would benefi t from a solution to replace their 
dysfunctional spoiler mechanisms.  

To fi nd out, I created a post on the same 996 Turbo 
forum titled “Beta Testers Needed for Electric 
Spoiler Rams”.  In short order, 24 fellow 996 turbo 
enthusiasts stepped up to test out my new wing 
lift kit and provide feedback.  Currently, my “Beta 
Testers” post is in the top 15 with 27,958 views.  
I had my answer.  Early in 2015, I created a 
company called Rennkit to provide a replacement 
electric actuation system for the wing hydraulics 
on 996 Turbos.  Any new company must hand out 
titles.  I chose President, and my wife was awarded 
the title of Chief Bubble Wrap Offi  cer (CBWO).  
The fi rst “eRam” kit was installed on my 996 Turbo 
in March, 2015, followed closely by the two dozen 
beta testers.

The Rennkit website was launched to explain the 
infamous factory hydraulic system and failure 
modes and to provide details about the distinctive 
eRam wing actuation system.  The electric wing 
lift mechanism was unique enough to fi le for a 
provisional patent.  The fi nal check was high speed 
track testing; which took place at our club’s annual 
Grattan Raceway DE event and again at another 
club’s Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course weekend 
DE event.  The highest extension version is the 
4” eRam, which added more rear downforce to 
improved lap times.

With Rennkit up and running, the next development 
was for the 997 turbo eRam kit, which was 
accomplished 6 months later.  The fi rst 977 turbo 
eRam beta tester claimed 200 MPH runs with his 3” 
eRam kit installed.  
At the moment, I don’t have any plans to develop 
a kit for the Carrera GT, unless that one-off  request 
comes in.  So, what quirky part on your Porsche® 
should be reimagineered?  

It was necessary to understand the switch logic and 
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Call 954.385.0330 technolab/pedrosgarage
Florida Pre-Purchase Inspections (PPI)

technolab

954.385.0330 • www.PedrosGarage.com

We also offer: Bolt-on HP kits, ECU Chip, HID/LED 
Performance Parts, Brake Caliper Restoration & Painting, 
AX & DE Magnetic Bras and Numbers, much more.

PedrosGarage

FREE DIY tutorials
and technical info
on our website.

The IMS bearing fix: DOF

 We carry the techNOwind  clear windstop for 981

We have the technoFix
IMS bearing Direct Oil Feed
solves the lubrication issue

of the bearing affordably
fits all ‘97-’08 Porsches

IMS bearing Direct Oil Feed
solves the lubrication issue
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You CAN enjoy a 4-color printed 
copy of Roadrunner Ramblings 

every month by ordering it here!
It’s easy!  It should cost less than $10, plus shipping.
1. Go to your computer.
2. Enter www.magcloud.com.
3. Set up an account with a credit card.
4. Search for Roadrunner Ramblings and you’ll see all the 2015-2016 issues.
5. Browse the issues and select the issue you’d like to have a beautiful 
      hard copy of.
6. Fill out the order form.
7. Our copy arrived about a week later, and it’s gorgeous!

Important Documents 
available in the Members 
Only section of the website.
  Current Roadrunner Financials
  Minutes from All Board Meetings
  Current Membership Directory
  Region Deadlines and Information

You don’t need a login to download the 
Ramblings. Refer to your “welcome new 
member” email OR  the “new website” 
email for the security password required to 
view any member documents or member 
information. OR contact 
ann@mulhernadvertising.com
Thank you!
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We Need Your Photos 

and Stories!

Ramblings is always looking for PCA   
members’ contributions!  Got anything you 
think might be interesting? 
Send it in to Ann Mulhern at 
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We’d love to see it!
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10%
Presenting Sponsor for Fiesta New Mexico 2017


