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Exhaust Notes
Mike Suttle
Region President

L et’s begin with the most potentially 
controversial issue. By unanimous vote of the 
quorum, the Roadrunner Region Board decided 

that	for	the	first	time	in	many	years,	Fiesta New 
Mexico will not be held in 2016. After the subject 
was discussed at the previous two Board meetings 
it became apparent that the lack of volunteers and 
the expenses involved, such as hotel guarantees, 
warranted that we at least take a breather. We know 
that some members from our region and other regions 
will be disappointed but the reality of it all became 
very clear.

So, I have a personal vision – that of a massive 
gathering of Porsches right here in New Mexico. 
No real events, just a big get together. One possible 
location would be the newly remodeled Porsche of 
Albuquerque. The new manager, Tripp Steele, is 
very much interested in being more involved with us 
Porsche owners. In early February I will be attending 
the Zone 9 President’s Meeting and will have the 
opportunity to talk to the other region presidents about 
how they interact with their dealers. Hopefully this 
will open a new page in our club history. Stay tuned 
for my report next Month.

My ’73 914 that I have owned for around 20 years 
left	on	a	flatbed	today.	But	only	to	Corrales.	The	fuel	
lines  - probably original – gave out so now new lines 
are going in, 3 point harnesses going on (a long time 
dream) and a few other odds and ends. It may even 
start autocrossing again after a number of years only 
running around Sandia Speedway. My wife, Paula, has 
even indicated an interest in auto crossing. There are a 

number of women interested in giving autocrossing a 
try – so please, come on out! Instructors are available 
at no charge and no judgements – just FUN! By the 
way, a special school is planned for February – you 
can check the calendar for more details.

Speaking of autocrossing and Driver’s Ed (DE) 
events, a real special one is in the planning stages. 
Can’t tell you the details now but you will want to be 
a part of it if it happens!

ATTENTION CAYENNES AND MACANS!! 
Sometime, perhaps this spring, there will be a special 
event centered around these Porsches. Nothing too 
rowdy, just a chance to get together for a ride in the 
country and a picnic…watch for it!

Finally, in the near future you will receive a 
brief survey by email. We want to hear from you 
about how RRR can serve our members better. 
Please take the time to answer – your input is needed!

Until next month, keep up the RPM’s!

Mike Suttle
President
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Third Gear
        Steve Waller
             Editor

Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member 
and other outside submissions for space and content.  If there is 
a reason to publish an article exactly as submitted please let us 
know.

If I were to recap January for the Roadrunner 
Region, the word to use would be planning.  As 
Mike’s column mentions, this month the new board 

discussed plans for events this year.  The autocross 
group also got together to discuss their plans.  If you 
check out the calendar for the region online, you’ll see 
some familiar events and some new ones.  

In putting this issue of Ramblings together, I was 
a party to three great stories about how members 
acquired their cars.  February’s member interview is 
with Michael and Margaret Galaviz.  They slowed 
down for about 30 minutes at their business, 
Four Seasons Cleaning, for the question 
and answer.  I always ask the members 
during	the	interview	about	their	first	
Porsche and any experiences that 
stick out.  That always brings up 
stories	about	how	the	first	car	was	
found and bought.  Michael’s story 
was very unique.  The interview is 
entitled “Three cows and a haircut”.  
I’m guessing that even those region 
members who have known Michael for a 
long time have not heard this one.  

Also	in	this	issue	is	a	first	person	account	of	the	
purchase of his new Cayman, or Caymans as is the 
case by Phil Ganderton.  Phil is an active member of 
the	Roadrunner	Region,	having	just	finished	a	term	as	
regional secretary.  His photographic and descriptive 
writing style capture the emotional angst and the nuts 
and bolts of the journey to ultimate Cayman GT4 
ownership.  Can you imagine an unwanted GT4?  
Thanks to Phil for a great story, one that I’m sure 
everyone will enjoy. 

I also talked to a prospective Porsche owner at 
the social brunch at the Range about his car buying 
journey.  He even called me a few days later to follow 

up	on	some	specific	details.		It	wasn’t	that	long	ago	
that I was on his side of the conversation.  So it was 
interesting to have my opinion on some Porsche 
controversies be a part of someone’s decision making 
process.   

The Roadrunner Region social director for the 
second year is Marsha MeNee.  Marsha does a great 
job of coordinating our monthly meet and greet 
events, and other bigger events.  Our kickoff 2016 
Breakfast Brunch at the Range in Bernalillo was very 
fun.  Who knew that 35 Roadrunners could be out of 

bed and at the Range by 10:00 a.m.?  Marsha 
and Ann Waller make a good host and 

photographer team.  
Are you looking for a new or used 

Porsche?  Is part of the pitch the fact 
that the car in question has “crossed 
drilled brake rotors”?  In his tech 
article this month Pedro weighs in on 
the cool sounding resonance of cross 

drilled rotors.  Pedro’s article “Full of 
Holes” could help you understand some 

important features of braking dynamics.  
Whether	buying	that	fifth	car	or	your	first	car	

you can sound like a pro.  February kicks off some 
driving events along with social gatherings.  Whatever 
your interest, the Roadrunner Region has something to 
offer.  We’ll keep it covered in Ramblings.

Steve Waller 
Editor
ramblings@rrrpca.com   
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NEW! 
  Roadrunner Porsche Club 
                            WEBSITE!Welcome Roadrunners!

Your Roadrunner Porsche Club has a new website that should 
allow all of us easier navigation and at the same time provide you 
with the  information you want to see.

Our web address has changed to: rrrpca.com
You no longer have to login to download the Ramblings.
We will have a single password protecting the documents containing club 
members’ personal email and phone number or address information. You should 
have received the password in an email sent by me on Sunday, November 29. 
This password will work until the next time I change it for security reasons, and 
you	will	all	be	notified	only	by	email	when	a	password	change	is	made.	Please	
do not share this access password with non-members.
When you go to our new website you will see a menu bar at the top of your screen.
This is one way to navigate this website. Clicking on the different tabs and their 
drop down menus will move you between the pages.
You will also see large images and the home page allows for you to scroll down 
the home page and click on many of the menu tabs to see the latest information. Click on any of these sections and you are then 
taken to that page of information.
Try clicking around--explore the site. Please send comments or issues to me. We have tested this on many different devices but 
not every device that everyone uses.
Our	goal	was	to	create	a	website	that	is	easier	to	manage	and	easier	for	members	to	find	the	information	they	need.	It	is	our	
hope	that	you	will	use	it	more	often,	and	be	able	to	benefit	from	the	posts	and	information.
We hope that you enjoy the new design, and find it easier to use going forward. 
On behalf of the Board, 
Thank you!
webmaster@rrrpca.com

Consider advertising your business in a club 
publication that provides it’s members with up to 

date information about everything PCA!

h 12 issues a year  h
This full color publication is emailed to all members on 

or about the first of each month. 

Contact Ann Mulhern
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

Deadlines
Ads must be emailed to ann@mulhernadvertising.com by the 10th of the
month prior to publication.

Publication Dates
The first day of every month

Mechanical Requirements
PDF, EPS or TIFF (300 dpi).  Embed all fonts in files.  Camera-ready art
is required.  Files can be submitted via email or CD.  A hard copy
should accompany a CD file.

Production Charges
Any necessary typesetting, layout or camera work will be charged at the rate
of 40% of the cost of the ad space.  Minimum charge $75.

Production Specifications
All artwork should be 4-color process

Terms
All advertising must be prepaid by the first of the month prior
to insertion please. 

General Information
Display advertising will be accepted for publication upon representation that the advertiser or representative is authorized to publish the entire contents
and subject matter thereof.  The publisher reserves the right to review and edit all ads, to request that an ad be revised prior to publication, or to reject
ads.  The publisher reserves the right to insert the word “advertisement” above any advertising copy.  In consideration for publication, the advertiser will
indemnify Roadrunner Region, Porsche Club of America and its employees, agents and representatives from and against any loss or expense arising out
of publication of such advertisement, including without limitation those resulting from claims or suits for libel, violation of rights of privacy, plagiarism
or copyright infringement.  The publisher reserves the right to repeat the last standing ad or to change for space reserved if acceptable copy is not
received by the deadline.

Reach over 700 readers in New Mexico when you buy an ad in our newsletter. Most of our members’
homes have property values in excess of a half million dollars, and our demographic is active adults
50+. Target these hard-to-reach potential customers who can afford to buy what you sell. Our mem-

bers buy goods, services and homes from businesses they know and trust. Ramblings is a 32-page full-
color e-zine that goes directly to all Roadrunner Region Porsche Club of America members.

Rates
shown 
are for 
one year
= 12
issues.

Ramblings
ROADRUNNER

PCA’s 2008 Region of the Year

ADVERTISING RATES

Effective February 10, 2015

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Over 600 Roadrunner Members can download this 

newsletter every month. 
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January Meet & Greet!

The first Meet & Greet in 2016 was 
held at The Range in Bernalillo.  
We had 35 hungry people show up 
for brunch.

 

The Range always 
provides good food 
and service. Despite 
the snow-packed 
roads, Liz Shaw and 
Jo Martin managed 

to make it down from Santa Fe, as did Bob 
Blossom (from even farther north).  We also 
had some new faces in the crowd.  One couple 
has two Porsches (“his and hers”) and the other 
couple is looking at Porsches.  All four were 
“trying us on” to see if they want to become 
RRR members.  Paul Teske was working his 
magic as Membership Chair, so we’ll see.  
Bob Blackwell brought the “traveling” Zone 
9 Challenge Trophy for all to see.  Maybe it 
will motivate our members to join in the fun of 
participating in other Zone 9 clubs’ activities 
in 2016 so we can keep the trophy in the Road 
Runner Region another year.
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2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

February 
Saturday, February 6 Ladies Lunch M’Tucci Kitchina

Saturday, February 6 Zone 9 meeting Denver, Co

Tuesday, February 9 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Saturday, February 13   Tech session/Course design TBD

Thursday, February 18 Meet and Greet Indian Pueblo Cultural Center

Saturday, February 27  Frostbite 2 Autocross Route 66 Casino

March
Tuesday, March 8 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Saturday, March 12 Autocross School Rt 66 Casino 

Sunday, March 13 Die Serie #1 Rt 66 Casino 

Thursday, March 17 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, March 26 Drive Out TBD

April
Saturday, April 2 Tech Session/ AX timing TBD

Tuesday, April 12 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Saturday, April 23 Rallye TBD

Thursday, April 28 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, April 30 Die Serie #2 MeGee Park, Farmington, NM

May 
Sunday, May 1 Die Serie #3 MeGee Park, Farmington, NM

Tuesday, May 10 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Saturday, May 14 Drive Out TBD

Thursday, May 19 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, May 28 Die Serie #4 TBD

June 
Saturday, June 11 New Member Luncheon TBD

Tuesday, June 14 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Saturday, June 18 Die Serie #5 TBD

Thursday, June 23 Meet and Greet TBD

Sun-Sat, June 19-25 Porsche Parade Jays Peak, Vt

July
Saturday, July 9 Tech Session TBD

Tuesday, July 12 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Thursday, July 21 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, July 23 Die Serie #6 Rt 66 Casino (planned)

Please note:  Membership meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month.  The location is the Heights 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 8600 Academy Rd NE.  The meetings will start at 6:00pm. 
Don’t forget to attend the weekly lunch, every Wednesday at 11:15am, and the monthly breakfast the last Sunday of 
every month at 9:00am at the Owl Cafe, 800 Eubank Blvd NE.
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August 
Tuesday, August 9 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Sun-Sat Aug 14-20 Monterrey Car Week Monterrey, Ca

Thursday, August 18 Meet and Greet TBD

Sunday, Aug 21 Corrales Roundup TBD

Saturday Aug 27 Die Serie #7 TBD

September
Wednesdy-Sunday, September 7-11 PCA Treffen North America Lake Tahoe, Ca

Saturday, September 10 Ladies Lunch TBD

Tuesday, September 13 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Saturday, September 17 Die Serie #8 MeGee park, Farmington, NM

Sunday, September 18 Die Serie #9 MeGee park, Farmington, NM

Thursday, September 22 Meet and Greet TBD

October
Saturday, October 1 Balloons and Burritos Porsche of Albq. 

Tuesday, October 11 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Saturday, October 15 Chili Cook-off Steve & Ann Waller

Sunday, October 23 Die Serie #10 Deming, NM

Sunday, October 30 Die Serie #10 Carrara Region’s Oktober Fiesta , Arroyo Seco Motorplex, Las Cruses/Deming They have not 
announced this event yet. The date could be off by a week or more. 

November
Tuesday, November 8 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Thursday, November 17 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, November 19 Die Serie #11 TBD

December
Saturday, December 10 Christmas Lunch TBD

Sunday, December 11 Toys for Tots Butterfield	Jewelry

Tuesday, December 13 Membership/Planning Meeting TBD

FEBRUARY
MEET & GREET 

Thursday, the 18th at 6:00pm  
At the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center,  

2401 12th St., NW.  It is at the corner of 12th 
St. and Menaul.  If you haven’t been there,  

you can check it out at  
http://indianpueblo.org/visit/cafe.html.    

We will be on the closed-in patio (there are 
heaters!),   parking is ample, and we will have 

separate checks.  Hope you can come!
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RR: Before we talk about your car life ... what other 
lives do you lead?

Mike:  I’m a small business owner of Four Seasons 
Cleaning.  That takes up most of my non car time.  At 
home	Margaret	and	I	have	a	nice	fish	pond.		It’s	about	
22 feet by 12 feet, and at it’s deepest end about four 
feet.		We	raise	Koi	and	goldfish.

Margaret:  We live in Golden, NM.  It’s very quiet, 
there are mountains all around.  We have an outdoor 
kitchen where we entertain friends.  

Mike:  Owning a tractor is on the agenda for this year.

RR:	Was	there	anyone	who	was	a	car	influence	in	
your life?  

Mike:  Not really.  I had lots of toy cars.  I remember 
seeing posters of Porsche 959’s and turbos.  I grew up 

in	Golden.		My	first	car	was	a	1980	Toyota	Corolla.		It	
cost me three cows and a haircut.  I had a job taking 
care of cows on a ranch and the owners paid me in 
cows.  I earned three cows and my folks said I needed 
a good haircut.  So, the cost of this car was the three 
cows and I had to get a haircut.

RR: Margaret, anyone in your life who has been a car 
influence?

Margaret: 	Only	car	influence	in	my	life	has	been	
Michael.  When Mike and I were dating he would 
pick me up in his red 914.  I thought that was pretty 
neat.  

Mike:		At	first	Margaret	would	yell	at	me	when	we	
would take a drive on some back curvy roads.  Now 
she complains that our Dodge Magnum doesn’t have 
enough horsepower.  She’s gotten used to the power 
and acceleration of the Turbo.

R O A D R U N N E R 
R E G I O N Member ProfileInterview by Steve Waller

Michael and Margaret Galaviz   
THREE COWS AND A HAIRCUT
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RR: Other than Porsche, any other cars you 
owned that were special?

Mike:  Not really.  I do own a Harley Davidson-
Buell motorcycle.  It has a sports bike frame and a 
Harley Davidson V twin.  So it’s different. 

RR:	What	was	the	first	Porsche	you	purchased?

Mike:		The	first	was	the	914-4.		I	built	a	914-6.	I	
had a 1969 911S, which I sold too cheaply.  And 
now the 2007 Turbo.

RR:	Any	experiences	with	the	first	car	that	stick	
out?   

Mike:  With the older cars I did a lot of autocross.  
When I joined the club way back when, one of 
the things I noticed was everyone was so nice and 
helpful to a young guy.  

RR: How many speeding tickets have you gotten?  

Mike:  In the Porsche not very many.  The 914s 
were so close to the road and small I was under 
the radar.

Margaret:  Not many tickets for me.

RR: Is there a new model Porsche that would look 
good in your garage?

Mike:  Any one of them.  There is a Porsche for 
every occasion, for every season.  I really like the 
Panamera.  

RR:  What do you think about Porsche going to 
all turbo engines..no naturally aspirated?

Mike:  Porsche has always had complaints 
from its customers when things changed.  If the 
company had listened to these complaints and 
not done their own thing, we wouldn’t have a 
911, wouldn’t have a Cayenne.  Porsche is doing 
what they have to do to meet country emissions 
requirements and continue to evolve the 911 
Carrera.

RR: How long have you been in the Roadrunner 
Region?

Mike:  (takes out his calculator)  Let me think…
how old am I?  Probably around 26 or 27 years 
ago.  Been a member most years since then. 

RR: Do you attend Porsche Parade or other big 
car events?

Mike:  We’ve done Parade, Fiesta New Mexico, 
and I helped out with Escape when it was here.

RR: Any advice for new members of the club? 

Margaret:  Go out and try different events.  If you 
have a new idea for the club bring it forward.  

Mike:  If you’re into cars, and into Porsches 
there is a whole group of people who understand 
that and share those feelings.  Social events, 
competitive driving, if you want to be more 
involved in the club leadership, all these 
opportunities are there.
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In the
     Zone
                       Liz Shaw

                         Zone 9 Rep

We’re already into the second month of the 
new year and I’m looking forward to Zone 9 
gathering momentum for another great year 

of PCA activities. Some of the Regions already have their 
calendars	filled	out	with	details	for	each	month	and	some	
Regions are still setting dates, etc. The best way to check 
on things is to go to the Region website or to contact the 
Region president. For me, when I write the Zone Report 
for March, I’ll have attended the PCA Board of Directors 
meeting in Atlanta and I’ll have conducted the Zone 9 
Presidents’ meeting in Denver. 

Here are a few highlights for the Zone 9 Regions:

AMR’s key event of the year: Rocky 
Mountain Highway, July 27th – 31st
Socials, tours, autocrosses, charity 
events, etc. throughout the year.
http://amrporsche.com 

2016 is Carrera Region’s 50th PCA 
anniversary so check their website 
regularly so see what they have 
planned. 
OktoberFiesta, tours, socials, etc. 
http://carreraregionpca.org 

The Amazing Rally in May, plus 
Drivers’ Education, Club Race, 
autocrosses, tours, rallies, socials, etc. 
throughout the year.
www.irpca.org 

Autocross school and autocrosses, tech 
sessions, tours, socials, etc. (Check out 
their new website!)
www.rrrpca.com 

Concours d’Elegance in Littleton, 
autocrosses, Drivers’ Education, tours, 
Club Race, socials, tech sessions, etc.
http://rmr.pca.org 

West Texas Region will be running 
another successful autocross series, 
starting in May. They’re also planning 
socials, tours and tech sessions 
throughout the year.
http://wtx.pca.org 

Llano Estacado Region will be celebrating their 50th 
PCA anniversary this year. Their regular meeting is to have 
breakfast	on	the	first	Saturday	of	each	month	at	Furr’s	
Cafeteria, 8:30am CST, in Amarillo.

Nationally, Parade 2016 in Jay 
Peak, VT in June (19th to the 26th). 
//2016parade.pca.org

    
“Treffen Lake Tahoe”, September 7th to the 11th. 

“PCA Escape” has been re-branded to be known as “PCA 
Treffen North America”. Check www.pca.org for more 
information. 

Start working on your 
bid to win this year’s Zone 9 
Challenge and I hope to see 
you at a Porsche event soon!

Liz Shaw, Zone 9 Rep
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The New Cayman GT4
story and photos by Phil Ganderton

I       really wanted a GT3, but I ordered 
my 2015 Cayman GTS in August of 
2014 after many months debating 

whether to opt for a used GT3. 

I had looked at a few 2007 and 2008 cars selling 
for around $80,000. For that money I could also 
buy the just-released Cayman GTS. Ultimately I 
went with the GTS. What a great, new, car! It was a 
real step up from my 2006 Cayman S bought used 
four years before, and although I really enjoyed my 
first	Porsche,	I	was	itching	to	drive	a	car	with	more	
power. There’s something special about a 997 GT3 
with its Mezger motor and simple 6-speed manual 
gearbox. A real driving experience, for sure. But I 
chose the modern alternative and ordered the GTS 
with	PDK,	just	to	experience	first	hand	what	all	this	
fuss over Porsche’s dual clutch transmission was 
about.

Not long after I placed the order for the GTS, 
and months before I took delivery in mid-December 

2014, rumors started that Porsche was going to make 
a track-oriented version of the Cayman called the 
GT4. Test mules were spotted and the rumor mill 
kept	running	strong	until	finally	Porsche	announced	
the GT4 in early February 2015. I put on a good 
face, but I was gutted, especially as the GT4 was 
only	$10,000	more	than	the	GTS,	but	significantly	
different	in	specification	and	closer	to	the	car	I’d	
really wanted when looking the year before. The 
GT4 not only looked like a “real” GT with a big 
wing, but also had the parts to back it up: a 3.8 liter 
engine from the current 911S, front suspension and 
steering rack right out of the 991 GT3, corresponding 
GT rear suspension and GT3 brakes all round. And 
although the 991 GT3 only comes with a (superb) 
PDK-S transmission, the GT4 would be a 6-speed 
manual, no PDK option. Despite some nit-picks, such 
as a power rating lower than the 911S with the same 
motor, the GT4 looked pretty fantastic on paper, on 
the road, and with minor tweaks, on the track.

When the rumors started in late 2014 many people 
went straight to their dealers and put a deposit on a 
car	that	didn’t	exist.	By	the	official	announcement	
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nearly all allocations had been pre-ordered and by the 
time the car started arriving on US shores they were all 
sold!	Porsche	finally	increased	production,	but	every	one	
of	those	new	allocations	was	snapped	up	like	cheap	flat	
screen TVs on Black Friday. I was driving my GTS and 
really enjoying it, although it took me quite a few months 
to fall in love with the PDK. (That’s another story.) I 
drove my GTS and only occasionally thought of the car I 
might have had if timing, and luck, had gone differently. 

Cut to the recent past, when a group email from a 
Cars and Coffee friend announced that an unclaimed GT4 
had arrived at the Albuquerque Porsche dealer that day. 
I decided to swing by the dealership early on Saturday 

before Cars and Coffee, and checked out the newly 
arrived GT4 in white over black leather and Alcantara. A 
really stunning car, but what I noticed was the relatively 
minimalist options and the MSRP of $91,000. The story 
behind the car was a little unusual: after placing the order 
the buyer wanted to change some options, but it was after 
the lock date and rather than accept the car as originally 
ordered, he cancelled. The dealer assumed the car would 
not be delivered, but it turned up much to their surprise. A 
dealer with an “unwanted” GT4 is going to do what this 
dealer did—immediately post the car for sale on Ebay 
at a $10,000 premium! I hesitated about an hour before 
claiming the car as my own, paying MSRP and trading 
my ten-month old GTS at a massive discount. For me the 
chance to buy the GT4—the car I would have bought if I 
had been able to—was too great to let go. While waiting 
to complete the purchase, quite a few people called and 
came in to the dealership to buy the GT4. I could not 
have delayed my decision any longer. 

Buying a car that someone else ordered will always 
involve some compromise, and for me that included 
having the satellite radio wart on the roof, massively 
heavy and unnecessarily complicated 18-way seats (no 
luck getting LWBs I’m afraid), and the cutesy passenger 

side	fire	extinguisher.	But	there	was	one	thing	I	was	
pleased to see: the leather steering wheel. The Alcantara 
wheel on the GTS had become a real pain, and the odd 
feel in my hands was only avoided by wearing driving 
gloves every time I drove. I generally like Alcantara as 
an	interior	finish,	but	it’s	really	no	nicer	than	leather	and	
wears unevenly and quite fast. Otherwise the car was not 
burdened with lots of options.

As with all new Porsches, the break-in period is 2,000 
miles, during which time the revs should be kept below 
4,200. This is very controversial, with some arguing that 
once	warmed	up,	the	car	can	be	driven	hard	from	the	first	
mile. At the other extreme are those who stick religiously 
to the manual. Fortunately, that guru of Porsche GT 
cars Andreas Preuninger is on record recommending a 
progressive break-in where revs are raised in steps as the 
miles get logged until full engine potential is realized 
around the magic 2000-mile mark. Taking delivery of 
a new car just before winter, however, means it’s still 
going to be a long time before enjoying the car fully is 
only a matter of waiting until the oil reaches operating 
temperature.

What’s the GT4 like? With the aero package of 
deep,	low	front	lip	and	large	fixed	wing	sitting	on	cast	
aluminum stanchions it looks the part, and the wide 20 
inch	wheels	filled	with	massive	brakes	mean	serious	
business. It sits over one inch lower than stock on PASM 
suspension with two settings: taut and really stiff (for the 
track only.) Inside it is very similar to any 981 Cayman, 
Boxster, or a 991 for that matter. All new Porsches share 
an interior that is far more modern and luxurious than 
the rather sparse and utilitarian interiors common to 
Porsches up until the water-cooled era. About the only 
distinctive interior feature is the small 918-inspired 
steering wheel, and although less noticeable, but no less 
important, the shorter gearshift knob. And what a sublime 
delight that shifter is. Porsche has created what might be 
the best (short, direct, crisp, fast) gear shifter ever. PDK 
is amazing, having experienced the lightning fast and 
perfect shifts in my GTS, but the manual gearbox in the 
GT4 adds to the experience. When combined with the 
auto-blip rev-matching feature selected with the Sport 
button, a satisfying blip of the throttle, adding even more 
to its racecar persona, accompanies each downshift. I’ve 
never mastered the heel-and-toe method, but with the 
GT4 I no longer have to. Thanks Porsche.

The car drives like a GT Porsche. It is purposeful, 
precise and powerful. It was always said that if the 
Cayman had 400HP it would be a magical car. The 
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GT4’s 3.8L engine stolen from the 911 Carrera S 
officially	comes	up	15HP	short,	but	according	to	
Porsche’s Preuninger the power estimate might 
be a little conservative. After installing Fabspeed 
headers	to	my	car,	I’m	very	satisfied	with	the	power,	
and especially the mid-range torque. But handling 
defines	a	Porsche	more	than	power,	and	the	mid-
engined Cayman is perfectly balanced. The factory 
dials in just a little understeer, but the push is really 
only evident during really hard driving, and on the 
track (so I hear, as I have yet to put the car through 
its paces on a track.) The precision comes through 
the steering, which is taken directly from the 
GT3, and it feels sharp, and direct, with incredible 
feedback. Many people love that Porsche offers its 
X73 analog sports suspension on its cars (I had it 
on the Cayman GTS), but the GT cars come with 
their	own	version	of	PASM,	and	the	GT4	variant	is	firm,	
but not harsh. It’s even tighter in sport mode, but that’s 
to be expected and reserved for special occasions, or 
the track. The suspension has to keep the car planted, 
and going where intended, and it does that perfectly in 
the GT4. The brakes are massive and just work, which 
builds	confidence.	Shipped	with	Michelin	Pilot	Sport	
Cup 2 tires, the car has more than adequate grip in most 
conditions, but like the majority of GT cars it has been 
spending too much time in the garage this cold winter 
because those tires are only fair weather friends.

For a guy who’d dreamed about Porsches his whole 
life,	whose	first	Porsche	was	a	2006	Cayman	S,	and	
whose second Porsche was a 2015 Cayman GTS, the 
Cayman GT4 is a dream come true. It’s perfect. But it’s 
not perfect, really. It’s not a GT3, it exists by raiding 

the Porsche Motorsports parts bin, and it could be more 
powerful. The biggest complaint seems to be the gear 
ratios,	taken	without	modification	from	the	981	Cayman	
GTS. They are “too long”. Shorter ratios would mean 
quicker times to 60mph and the line at the quarter mile, 
but	all	Porsches	could	benefit	from	shorter	gears:	who	
actually needs a car that can do 180mph? I’m not too 
worried about the short-comings of the GT4. 

We live in a world where Porsche offers an “auto 
stop-start” mode. A world in which new Porsches are 
turbo-charged in order to meet strict emission and fuel 
efficiency	standards.	But	we	also	live	in	a	world	where	
Porsche still makes normally aspirated sports cars that 
look great, sound fantastic, and go fast. Thanks Porsche.

Ladies Lunch 
The ladies will be meeting at  

M’Tucci’s Kitchina at 11:30 on Saturday, Feb 6.  
Please RSVP to Paula Sears at  

PaulaS777@aol.com or 235-0395 by 2/3/16. 
If you are new to the Porsche Club, this is a 
great way to meet the ladies of the group.  

Don’t hesitate to come just because you don’t 
know anyone - you will have some new friends 

after this! 

 Location is on the NE corner 
of Montaño & Coors, behind 

Walgreen’s
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Rocky Mountain High Way 2016
Escape the heat and enjoy beautiful Colorado Springs

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27TH – SUNDAY, JULY 31ST, 2016

Join your Porsche friends from all over in 
Colorado’s high country for the ultimate 
summer escape.

SO MANY GREAT EVENTS:
• Guided Full and Half Day driving tours 

on Colorado’s great roads to amazing 
destinations

• Self-Guided Tours 

• Wash & Shine, Golf, Banquets and much, 
much more!

Register at: www.rockymtnhwy.com

See website or contact Kathleen Lennon at 
kklennon@comcast.net for more details!
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Membership 
    Report
                     Paul Teske     
                      Membership Chair    

As Membership Chair I would like to welcome 
the new and transferred in members to the 
Roadrunner Region. 

I would like to invite all the membership to “try us 
on” at one of the many club events scheduled soon at a 
local venue near you!

You	can	find	the	schedule	of	upcoming	events	on	
the Roadrunner website at www.rrrpca.com.

Region Standings for December, 2015
Primary	Members	357,	Affiliate	Members	237
Total Members 594

National Standings for December, 2015
Primary	Members	72684,	Affiliate	Members	43276

New members to welcome include:
Roland  Gerencer, 2015 GT Silver Turbo
Kendell  Rogers, 2012 Cayman R
Ron Rudolph, 1999 911 Black Carrera Cab

Transfers In:   None
Transfers Out:    James Martincoit

I would like to extend an enthusiastic welcome 
these new members and those who have joined us from 
another region!

Additionally farewell to those transferring to other 
regions….we hope to see you soon at a regional or 
national event!

  Please be safe in your travels….. we will see 
you at one of our many scheduled Regional events 
hopefully soon!
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You CAN enjoy a 4-color printed 
copy of Roadrunner Ramblings 

every month by ordering it here!
It’s easy!  It should cost less than $10, plus shipping.
1. Go to your computer.
2. Enter www.magcloud.com.
3. Set up an account with a credit card.
4. Search for Roadrunner Ramblings and you’ll see all the 2015-2016 issues.
5. Browse the issues and select the issue you’d like to have a beautiful 
      hard copy of.
6. Fill out the order form.
7. Our copy arrived about a week later, and it’s gorgeous!

Important Documents 
available in the Members 
Only section of the website.
 n Current Roadrunner Financials
 n Minutes from All Board Meetings
 n Current Membership Directory
 n Region Deadlines and Information

You don’t need a login to download the 
Ramblings. Refer to your “welcome new 
member” email OR  the “new website” 
email for the security password required to 
view any member documents or member 
information. OR contact  
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

Thank you!

We Need Your Photos  
and Stories!

Ramblings is always looking for PCA   
members’ contributions!  Got anything you 
think might be interesting?  
Send it in to Ann Mulhern at 

ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We’d love to see it!
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Big cross-drilled brake rotors which fill 
the inside space of the wheels look sexy 
and racy but, are they the best option?

Let’s take a look back to the first cross-drilled 
rotors and why they were left full of holes.

Back in the 60s, when the first disc brakes 
started appearing on production vehicles and 
therefore on race cars, it was quickly discovered 
that when the brakes were applied forcefully 
(as in a racecar) the brake pad material would 
sublime (go directly from solid to gas).

This would create a cushion of gas between 
the rotor and the pad that gave a brief loss-of-
brakes before the pads again grabbed.

Engineers soon realized that if they cross-
drilled the rotors and even better, if they vented 
the rotors and then cross-drilled them the gasses 
would immediately have a route to escape and 
the brakes would feel strong and progressive 
from the onset, hence the use of cross-drilling on 
racecars began.

Since in those days it was “Win on Sunday & 
Sell on Monday” these cross-drilled rotors began 
to appear on sports and high performance cars 
as well.  Very soon it became the norm that a 
sports car should have cross-drilled disc brakes 
and this created the idea that cross-drilled rotors 
offer increased breaking performance.

Today, with advances in metallurgy (rotors) 
and materials science (pads) there is no need for 
cross-drilled rotors anymore, but we keep seeing 
them in our Porsches, Lamborghinis and Ferraris.  
Why?  Because car buyers think they look cool.

You’re thinking: “That can’t be, Pedro has lost 
his marbles”, but I can assure you that that’s the 
case.

Take a good look at any serious professional 
racecar today.  I bet you won’t see any cross-
drilled rotors and that’s because they create 
more problems than they solve. 

 What all those holes do in a rotor is create 
stress points and a rotor surface that’s heated 
and cooled unevenly.  This results in rotors 
that can easily crack and 
makes catastrophic brake 
failure more likely.  The 
worst case is when cracks 
between multiple holes 
connect, which can lead 
to a large chunk of rotor 
breaking 
free. Not 
a pretty 
sight.

Tech Tips from Pedro

Full of Holes!
 by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA
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Technically, a blank rotor will offer the best 
braking performance because the brake pads 
of today don’t sublime like in the old days.  

But, when running in the rain, the water on 
the pad’s or rotor’s surface will turn to vapor 
as soon as the two surfaces meet, having the 
same effect as the old sublimation, so what 
you will see in most top-notch racecars today 
are slotted rotors.  

Slotting serves the same purpose as 
cross-drilling (letting gasses escape) without 
weakening the rotor as much.  

If you track your car and have cross-drilled 
rotors, go and look at them closely and I bet 
you you’ll find some surface stress fractures.  

And the next time you’re at the track and 
a car comes into the paddock from doing hot 
laps with cross-drilled rotors, go and put your 
ear next to one of the front wheels and you’ll 
likely hear metallic pings, clicks and pops as 
the rotor’s surface cools unevenly.  

What you are hearing is in essence cracks 
forming!

Cross-drilled rotors may look cool, but 
they’re not the best option because ... 

... they’re full of holes!

To learn more about brakes and 
more please visit my website at: 

wwwPedrosGarage.com

Happy Porsche’ing,

Pedro

Ⓒ2013 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com
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