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Left Lane
Bill Kaltenbach
Region President

A s I slowdown in the LEFT LANE and 
get in the right lane to make the next 
exit, I realize how fast time passes.  It 

seems like yesterday, at the 2013 Holiday Party, I 
was complaining about the lady who cuts my hair 
misunderstanding my request on how much to take 
off.  I now have a new 
barber and it is not an 
issue with him.

For me, it has been 
an honor to be a part of 
Roadrunner Region of 
PCA.  The support from 
the Board and all the 
members has been more 
than I ever expected.

I first want to thank 
Mike Suttle for taking 
over for the last few 
months, giving Suzy and 
me the opportunity to 
prepare for our move to 
Las Cruces.  The whole 
Club has been very kind 
to us as we make the move.

James, Vance, Willard, Steve and everyone else 
who worked so hard to make our Autocross season a 
success deserve a special thanks.  Without their hard 
work I would have been lost.

Ann and Steve, what can I say. The Website and 
the Ramblings are the best, and the fact that they put 
up with me being late almost every month is beyond 

the call of duty.  A big thank you to Dave for making 
my article look great.

Marsha deserves special recognition. Our Meet and 
Greets have been so good that the participation has 
had a significant increase. Great job Marsha. 

I have mixed emotions about the Club next year.  I 
regret the fact that I won’t be 
very involved with the Club 
but am very appreciative of 
everyone who stepped up 
to the plate to serve on the 
Board next year. As he has 
already demonstrated, Mike 
will make a great President 
and with Vance and 
Willard’s enthusiasm and 
Yvonne’s meticulous care of 
our treasury, I know it will 
be an exciting year

Thanks also to our 
Members at Large. New 
is George Watkins, Mike 
returning for another year, 

and our reliable members, James, Paul, Steve and 
Harry.

I can’t think of a better group to lead the Club.
As soon as Suzy and I get settled in Las Cruces, all 

will be welcome at our new home and rest assured, I 
will be back in the left lane.

See you in the Left Lane!
Bill
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Third Gear
        Steve Waller
             Editor

Note:
The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit 

member and other outside submissions for space 
and content.  If there is a reason to publish an 
article exactly as submitted please let us know.

December is a good time to look back on the 
past year, and look ahead and plan for the 
new year.  It’s been a very active year for the 

Roadrunner Region and Porsche in general.  Here’s 
some bullet point highlights of Porsche news gathered 
from the PCA website.

• PCA announces the new Porsche 911 GTS Club 
Coupe, a collaboration between PCA and PCNA 
to honor the club’s 60th anniversary.  Only 60 
GTS Club Coupes will be made and one car will 
be raffled off to a lucky PCA member.

• Porsche announced the new Porsche Cayman 
GT4.  The new high performance Cayman 
produces 385 horsepower, with a six speed 
manual.  At the Nürburgring track the car is just 
eight seconds slower than a 605hp Carrera GT.

• The Geneva International Motor Show is the site 
for the announcement of the new 911 GT3 RS.  

• Porsche invests $100 million into the new PCNA 
headquarters in Atlanta.  In addition to the 
headquarters at One Porsche Drive, the property 
includes the Porsche Experience Center, a multi 
use track for members and fun.

• The 24 Hours of LeMans resulted in a 1-2 finish 
for the Porsche 919 Hybrids in the LMP1 class.  
This year’s win was the first for Porsche at 
LeMans since 1998.

• Porsche Parade at French Lick, Indiana was 
labeled a success in spite of the rain that inundated 
the area during Parade week.  

• A naturally aspirated 911 Carrera is a car of the 
past.  The new Carrera lineup is powered by twin-
turbocharged 3.0 liter flat sixes.  The Carrera 
Turbos hit the market in March 2016.

• Porsche debuts the all electric Mission E concept 
car.

• VW admits to installing a defeat device program 
designed to fool emissions tests in 11 million TDI 
models worldwide. 

• Treffen North America.  Porsche announces the 
inaugural Treffen Lake Tahoe.  The Treffen is 
scheduled for September 7-11, 2016.

Thats a lot…and it’s just a brief sample.
This issue of Ramblings also contains a special 

interview.  I sat down with the new general manager 
of Porsche/Audi/Mercedes Benz of Albuquerque, 
Tripp Steele.  For those in the region who have 
met Tripp, they probably would say he is open and 
personable.  I found him excited at his opportunity at 
the dealerships.   We talked about the past associations 
and the future plans for the three brands.  Thinking 
about 2016, I think the Roadrunner Region could have 
a good partner in Porsche of Albuquerque.  

Region member John Rheinschmidt had a 
surprise come up with his Boxster that lead to a DMV 
experience.  It turned out OK.  Check out John’s story 
that could be a good lesson for all club members.  

The Roadrunner Region has a lot on its plate 
month after month.  We try to sample as much as we 
can in Ramblings. Thanks for reading.  I’m looking 
forward to the Holiday Party and closing out the year.  
I hope everyone has a happy and safe Holiday Season.

Steve Waller
Ramblings@rrrpca.com
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47 members (well, 46 members and a maybe future member) 
met in Los Ranchos at the El Bruno restaurant for the November 
Meet & Greet.  If you equate the conversation volume with a 
good time, we had a great time, or just bad acoustics!  Either 
way, with such a large turn-out, we had a fun evening.  The 
December Meet & Greet is the Christmas Party, so if haven’t 
RSVP’d, please do so now.   I am looking forward to more 
Meet & Greet evenings in 2016.  Your suggestions are always 
welcome.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, Marsha

November Meet and Greet
Article by Marsha MenNe, photos by Ann Mulhern
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NEW! 
  Roadrunner Porsche Club 
                            WEBSITE!Welcome Roadrunners!

Your Roadrunner Porsche Club has a new website that should 
allow all of us easier navigation and at the same time provide you 
with the  information you want to see.

Our web address has changed to: rrrpca.com
You no longer have to login to download the Ramblings.
We will have a single password protecting the documents containing club 
member’s personal email and phone number or address information. You should 
have received the password in an email sent by me on Sunday, November 29. 
This password will work until the next time I change it for security reasons, and 
you will all be notified only by email when a password change is made. Please 
do not share this access password with non-members.
When you go to our new website you will see a menu bar at the top of your screen.
This is one way to navigate this website. Clicking on the different tabs and their 
drop down menus will move you between the pages.
You will also see large images and the home page allows for you to scroll down 
the home page and click on many of the menu tabs to see the latest information. Click on any of these sections and you are then 
taken to that page of information.
Try clicking around--explore the site. Please send comments or issues to me. We have tested this on many different devices but 
not every device that everyone uses.
Our goal was to create a website that is easier to manage and easier for members to find the information they need. It is our 
hope that you will use it more often, and be able to benefit from the posts and information.
We hope that you enjoy the new design, and find it easier to use going forward. 
On behalf of the Board, 
Thank you!
webmaster@rrrpca.com

Consider advertising your business in a club 
publication that provides it’s members with up to 

date information about everything PCA!

h 12 issues a year  h
This full color publication is emailed to all members on 

or about the first of each month. 

Contact Ann Mulhern
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

Deadlines
Ads must be emailed to ann@mulhernadvertising.com by the 10th of the
month prior to publication.

Publication Dates
The first day of every month

Mechanical Requirements
PDF, EPS or TIFF (300 dpi).  Embed all fonts in files.  Camera-ready art
is required.  Files can be submitted via email or CD.  A hard copy
should accompany a CD file.

Production Charges
Any necessary typesetting, layout or camera work will be charged at the rate
of 40% of the cost of the ad space.  Minimum charge $75.

Production Specifications
All artwork should be 4-color process

Terms
All advertising must be prepaid by the first of the month prior
to insertion please. 

General Information
Display advertising will be accepted for publication upon representation that the advertiser or representative is authorized to publish the entire contents
and subject matter thereof.  The publisher reserves the right to review and edit all ads, to request that an ad be revised prior to publication, or to reject
ads.  The publisher reserves the right to insert the word “advertisement” above any advertising copy.  In consideration for publication, the advertiser will
indemnify Roadrunner Region, Porsche Club of America and its employees, agents and representatives from and against any loss or expense arising out
of publication of such advertisement, including without limitation those resulting from claims or suits for libel, violation of rights of privacy, plagiarism
or copyright infringement.  The publisher reserves the right to repeat the last standing ad or to change for space reserved if acceptable copy is not
received by the deadline.

Reach over 700 readers in New Mexico when you buy an ad in our newsletter. Most of our members’
homes have property values in excess of a half million dollars, and our demographic is active adults
50+. Target these hard-to-reach potential customers who can afford to buy what you sell. Our mem-

bers buy goods, services and homes from businesses they know and trust. Ramblings is a 32-page full-
color e-zine that goes directly to all Roadrunner Region Porsche Club of America members.

Rates
shown 
are for 
one year
= 12
issues.

Ramblings
ROADRUNNER

PCA’s 2008 Region of the Year

ADVERTISING RATES

Effective February 10, 2015

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Over 600 Roadrunner Members can download this 

newsletter every month. 
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Branded Title
Maybe you should check your Carfax report periodically!

story and photo by John Reinschmidt

We have all been repeatedly reminded 
to check our credit rating maybe 
check your car reporting should be 

added to that warning. Let me explain why I 
suggest that. 
Recently I was at Porsche of 
Albuquerque discussing using our 
2006 Boxster S as a trade-in. We 
have had the car since new so I knew 
the condition it was in. After the 
car was inspected a Carfax report 
was printed on the car. Imagine 
our surprise, when we were told 
the car had a branded title. What 
is a branded title?  Vehicle title 
branding is the use of a permanent 
designation on a vehicle’s title to 
indicate that a vehicle has been written off due to collision, 
fire or flood damage or has been sold for scrap. How did a 
car we have owned since new and has not been written off 
become branded?  How did Porsche of Albuquerque sell us a 
car with a branded title without telling us?  
After the shock wore off we started investigating.  Living in 
Rio Rancho I went to the local MVD office and found out 
the most likely cause was a keystroke error at the great MVD 
office in Santa Fe when I renewed the registration. The office 
in Rio Rancho explained they could not help and I had to call 
the Santa Fe office. We all know those guys, the keeper of all 
things related to your car and driver’s license.  After many 
phone calls and getting sent from one clerk to another clerk I 

finally spoke with someone that promised to help me but had 
to pull up the information which would take 24 to 72 hours. 
Silly me, I believed what I was told. After waiting for about 
a week I decided I had been forgotten about and called back, 
got the same person that assured me he would return my call. 
Guess what, she had not pulled my file. (Surprise, surprise) 
After asking for a supervisor several times and finally telling 

her I would talk to a supervisor, I was 
connected to someone else. I started 
getting the run around again about how 
hard it would be to find out how this 
had happened. I decided on a different 
tactic. I explained I didn’t necessarily 
care how or who, I just wanted my title 
cleared. That seemed to change things, I 
was connected with an Error Resolution 
Agent. She explained they would have 
to contact my insurance company and 
research the place I purchased the car to 

see if there were any complaints. So I was ready for another 
wait.  I had an answer that afternoon along with a letter stating 
the MVD “found that this vehicle title was branded in error”. 
I just wanted everyone to know what could happen to your car 
title without you knowing it.  Since this happened to me  had 
a conversation with a member that bought a 356 not too long 
ago that found out he actually had a trailer according to MVD.  
After many phone calls, the State Police actually coming to 
his house to inspect his car VIN it was discovered someone 
somewhere had transposed an O for a 0. My fear is if MVD 
can declare a vehicle has been written off with simple key 
stroke, what else can they do to your vehicle?        
  

Ladies 
Luncheon

Food, conversations, and 
laughs were abundant 

when 12 Porsche 
affectionados gathered for 
Ladies Tea on November 

14th at Paula Sears’ home. 
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In the
     Zone

Liz Shaw

Zone 9 Rep

Hard to believe I’m already writing the 
December Zone Report! It’s still November 
since I have to provide the report to the 

newsletter editors and webmasters early enough for 
publication in December, but I don’t remember what 
happened to October! The only Zone 9 Region event 
I was able to attend in October was Carrera Region’s 
OktoberFiesta. Like the last few years, the weekend’s 
events were centered in Las Cruces and Deming and the 
fun got started on Friday evening. Things were a little low-
key, which was good so that everyone could get some rest 
before the next day. 

We had planned to have PCA President Caren Cooper 
join us but unfortunately, her sinuses had other ideas and 
she was not able to make the trip from Austin. As it was, 
Hurricane Patricia was wreaking havoc in Austin, so she 
might not have been able to fly out anyway. On Saturday, 
about 22 cars headed out on a day-long tour, led by Andy 
Medley. If you’ve never gone on a tour from this excellent 
leader, you’re really missing out! We headed north on I-25 
and then got on backroads, which led us through the little 
towns northwest of Las Cruces. We were able to see lots 
of pecan groves, chile fields and cotton fields. The road 

through the Gila National Forest was twisty and hilly – 
perfect for Porsches! Lunch was in Silver City and then we 
made our way back to Las Cruces through more forested 
roads and then through the flatter areas outside of Deming. 
Some people opted to head straight to Las Cruces and 
some of us stopped at Arroyo Seco track to meet up with 
the drivers who had spent their day with the High Speed 
Drivers’ Education event. As you can see in the picture 
below, Brian Leduc saw a gopher snake on the track, 
crossing behind a 911. 

On Saturday night, we enjoyed a delicious buffet 
dinner at the Hotel Encanto, complete with door prizes 
and free posters. Then on Sunday, Carrera Region hosted 
an autocross and most yummy barbecue lunch at Arroyo 
Seco. Big thanks to President Dan Thomas, Lenny Loftin, 
and Andy Medley for putting on another successful 
OktoberFiesta! 

Hope to see many of you before the end of the year!

Liz Shaw, Zone 9 Rep
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2015 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Please Note: Mmembership meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month. The address for Board 

Meetings is: Four Seasons Cleaning, 5600 McLeod Rd NE, Suite B. The meetings will start at the regular time, 
6:00 PM.  

Don’t forget to attend the Weekly Lunch, every Wednesday at 11:15, and the Monthly Lunch, last Sunday 
of every month, 9:00 am, at the Owl Cafe, 800 Eubank Bl. NE.  The Monthly PCA Breakfast, the second 
Saturday of every month, at the Golden Corral, has been discontinued.

December
Saturday, December 5 Christmas Party 

Sunday, December 6 Christmas Toy Drive 

Tuesday, December 8 Membership/Planning Meeting 6PM 

Sandia Casino

Butterfield Jewelers

Michael Galaviz's Office

REMODELED DEALERSHIP 

GRAND OPENING



12Roadrunner Ramblings December 2015

This month we talk to Tripp Steele

RR.  Before we talk about your 
life here at the dealership, tell us 
about your life outside the show-
room.

TS.  I was born and raised in 
Dallas.  I’ve been married 17 
years.  We have three amazing 
daughters, 15, 14, and 11.  
My middle child has Downs 
syndrome.  I am very involved 

with communities around kids with disabilities.  I like to 
hunt and fish.  I’m looking forward to an elk hunt later this 
year.  Our 15 year old daughter hunts with me.  My family 
will be moving here toward the end of the year.  And today 
I awoke to six inches of snow.  Now thats fun. 

RR.  Are there any first impressions of Albuquerque and 
New Mexico that you could share?

TS.  The people here are very nice.  There is a feeling of 
welcoming and accommodating that makes me feel like 
growing up in Texas. 

RR.  I know you’ve worked outside the car industry.  
Would you call yourself a car guy or someone who brings a 
variety of work experiences to this dealership?

TS.  Definitely a car guy.  I have been in the car business 
for nearly my whole working career.  When I was out I 
missed every minute.  In my heart I’m a car guy.  The 
reason I love the car business is because it’s a people 
business.  I really enjoy the car business because it’s 
rewarding, fast paced, fun and I can develop some fantastic 
relationships.  I’m not a car guy based on what I have in 
my garage.  I’ve been blessed to drive amazing cars since 
1993.  I’ve never really had to go out and buy something 
really cool because I was usually already driving it.  

RR.  The Porsche and Audi physical showrooms and 
service areas went through a major remodel this year, what 
should potential buyers expect when they come to the 
showroom?

TS.  You know, whether we have a new building or an 
older building we would be very conscious of how our 
clients are being taken of.  With the new building the client 
experience should be even higher because of what we 

have to offer.  Our level of service should go beyond the 
building. 

RR.  Does the remodel and expended facility bring any 
new services to the dealership?

TS.  We can now park eight to nine cars inside the 
showroom.  In addition to more cars, it allows more people 
to be in the space without feeling closed in.  Our members 
can interact better and develop those positive relationships.   
By expanding the dealership we earned another 23 cars this 
year.  

RR.  I’m aware that in the past there have been some 
service issues on the Porsche side.  What could you tell our 
readers about the service experience they could expect.  

TS.  I can’t speak to the past experiences.  Going forward 
it’s more the philosophy of taking care of the client that 
I want to manifest. There are two things that are really 
important to me.  I’ve found that the better you treat your 
internal clients, the members here, and give them some 
high standards to hit, the better the external clients will be 
treated.  I set very high expectations for all our members.  

RR.  US sales of Porsche and Audi have had a very good 
year so far in 2015.  In terms of Porsche sales locally has 
this been a good year for the dealership?

TS.   We’ve had a really good year.  With the extra 
inventory going forward, the change in culture of how we 
treat and service our clients, that will bode very well in 
the future.  Also, our relationship with the Porsche club 
here will help.  I think doing events like the Balloon Fiesta 
breakfast and the open house will set a tone for the future.  
I want the Porsche club members to say “go down and see 
Tripp, go down and see them”.  Thats the relationship I 
want to foster with the club.  

RR.  Looking ahead to 2016 what kind of goals would you 
have for the dealership group?

TS.  I would like the whole three brand group to get to 150 
cars per month in sales.  That included new and pre-owned.  
Next year we plan on expanding our pre owned inventory 
to include domestic and foreign, in all price ranges.  We 
would like to be our clients’ one dealership for all services.  
Buying a first car for a teenager or a lifetime bucket list car 
we want Albuquerque buyers to visit our dealership.  It’s 
all about bringing people to the store to experience what 
we have to offer. 

R O A D R U N N E R 
R E G I O N Member ProfileInterview by Steve Waller
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Die Serie 11 Nov. 21, 2015, Sandia Speedway, Event Chair: Willard MeNee
Drivers: 29   Runs: 226   Average Lap: 86.103   FTD: X01L 2 Shaleen Brown

-- S01 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T   5 Dave Heinz 2012 Porsche Boxster 79.590            
 2   57 Len Heinz 2012 Porsche Boxster 81.231    (1.641) 
 3    4 Bill Oaks 1997 Porsche Boxster 88.443    (7.212) 

-- S02 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T  93 Brian LeDuc 2006 Porsche Cayman S  81.516            
 2   50 Willard MenNe 2009 Porsche Boxster S 82.759    (1.243) 
 3   77 Jason Funderburk 1999 Porsche Carrera  83.377    (0.618) 
 4  926 Kurt Mayer 2015 Porsche 911 DNS              

-- S02 Ladies ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T  14 Heather Richard 2014 Porsche Cayman S  81.413            

-- S03 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T   5 Bob Tokar 2012 Porsche Cayman R  80.929 
 2  171 George Watkins 2011 Porsche Boxster Spyder 84.498   (3.569) 

-- S03 Ladies ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T 317 Evelyn Watkins 2011 Porsche Boxster Spyder 85.031            

-- P01 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T  66 Garry Wolf 1963 Porsche 356 B 96.738            
 2    4 Art Jarvis 1974 Porsche 914 DNF              

-- P03 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T  63 David Flynn 2002 Porsche Boxster S 79.901            

-- P04 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T  37 James Wilson 
 2   59 Randy Torbett 

2011 Porsche Cayman S 77.525            
2009 Porsche Carrera C4S 84.905   (7.380) 

-- P05 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T   7 Steve Fallon 2007 Porsche GT3 83.160            

-- I01 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T   8 Bob Blackwell 2009 Porsche Cayman S 94.347            

-- X01 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T  41 John Poore 1986 Van Diemen 76.161            
 2T  21 Jim Garton 2007 Ford Mustang SGT 76.769    (0.608) 
 3T  84 Chuck Hanson 2012 BMW M3 77.565    (0.796) 
 4T  80 Michael Courtney 2015 Corvette Stingray 79.090    (1.525) 
 5   82 Scott Kratochvi 1990 Mazda Miata 82.194    (3.104) 
 6   11 Joshua Burger 2000 Exomotive Exocet 84.261    (2.067) 
 7  111 Comac Sookram 1999 Subaru Impreza 87.100    (2.839) 
 8  027 Dominic Cagliostro 1991 Mazda Miata 87.984    (0.884) 
 9   26 Aaron Hopkins 1993 Mazda Miata 91.816    (3.832) 
10  505 Chris Waggom 2015 Chevy Camaro Z28 95.078    (3.262) 

-- X01 Ladies ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T   2 Shaleen Brown 1972 Triumph Spitfire 75.876            

FAST CLASS

On Saturday the 21st of November, twenty-eight drivers assembled for the Die Serie #11 mandatory drivers’ meeting at Sandia 
Speedway. It started out cold though...mid 30’s for the early morning set-up crew, and coats were still on for the 09:30 meeting. 
However, coats and jackets started to come off by noon. Even Marsha’s frozen cookies were starting to warm up.  The forecasted wind 
did not appear either, so it became another beautiful New Mexico day…perfect for a RoadRunner autocross event.  

The course utilized straight portions of the track to create six separate slalom sets, each with 
varying lengths and cone separation.  Also, we wanted to enjoy the track’s turns themselves 
to set-up for these slalom straights.  Once out of the start box you never returned to first. This 
second and third gear (for some) course provided great “wiggle” through the cones.  The actual 
length of the course became evident during the morning driver’s walk.

We broke into A and B groups of 14 each, and the first car was out at 10:20 am.  A cold track 
and cold tires made for some pretty slippery moments during the four morning runs, but run 
times continued to move down as the day warmed.  After a 45 minute break for lunch, we all 
agreed it was a fun course, so we made it a point to have five more runs (not four) before calling 
it a day.

Special thanks to Lisa Hernandez for her help at the boards all day, Dave Flynn for his support at the timing table (great job in a 
difficult position), James Wilson for his help with the course design, Brian Leduc for his safety review and his early morning help with 
the course set-up.  Very, very special thanks to my wife Marsha for the cookies.  And a final thanks to all of you that participated.  You 
all made it a great day.  Willard
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Nov. 21, 2015, Sandia Speedway, Event Chair: Willard MeNee
Drivers: 29   Runs: 226   Average Lap: 86.103   FTD: X01L 2 Shaleen Brown

-- S02 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1T  93 Brian LeDuc 2006 Porsche Cayman S 81.516            
84.662      81.754+1    81.516      82.517      82.343      85.305     

2   50 Willard MenNe 2009 Porsche Boxster S   82.759    (1.243) 
89.800      85.525      84.713      84.755      83.745      84.217DNF   84.678  
82.759     

3   77 Jason Funderburk 1999 Porsche Carrera 83.377    (0.618) 
90.331      87.538      85.952+1    83.881      85.844+1    84.587      83.377   
83.455     83.175+1   

4  926 Kurt Mayer 2015 Porsche 911 DNS              
DNS       

-- S02 Ladies ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1T  14 Heather Richard  2014 Porsche Cayman S 81.413            
86.081DNF   86.221      83.642      82.313+1    82.775+1    82.558      
81.413      96.428DNF     82.205+1   

-- S03 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1T   5 Bob Tokar 2012 Porsche Cayman R  80.929            
84.176      81.912      82.498      80.929      84.283+1    82.663      82.170      
82.503     81.666     

2  171 George Watkins  2011 Porsche Boxster Spyder 84.498  (3.569) 
37.981DNF   87.444      85.539      84.809      90.862      85.214+1    84.498     
84.728     89.491DNF   85.043     

-- S03 Ladies ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1T 317 Evelyn Watkins           2011 Porsche Boxster Spyder         85.031         
94.214      86.915      86.897      85.975      86.795+1    85.589      85.031      
87.030     
88.402+2   

-- P01 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1T  66 Garry Wolf 1963 Porsche 356 B 96.738            
99.114+1   101.103      99.465      98.505      96.738      99.018      
96.961+1    96.855     
97.448     

 2    4 Art Jarvis 1974 Porsche 914 DNF              
 94.201DNF  

-- P03 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T  63 David Flynn 2002 Porsche Boxster S 79.901            
 83.057      82.029      81.871      81.303      80.165      79.901      79.607+2  
78.651+1   
78.906+1   

-- P04 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T  37 James Wilson 2011 Porsche Cayman S 77.525            
 82.533      80.931      78.730DNF   78.964      80.934      78.849      78.558    
77.525     
 77.700     

 2   59 Randy Torbett 2009 Porsche Carrera C4S 84.905    (7.380) 
97.564      93.924      93.175      88.070      89.991      84.905     134.366DNF   
85.501     
102.934+2   

-- P05 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T   7 Steve Fallon 2007 Porsche GT3 83.160            
 86.687+1    84.105+1    83.115+1    83.160     

-- I01 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T   8 Bob Blackwell 2009 Porsche Cayman S 94.347            
96.203DNF   98.229      97.709+1    96.538      95.336      94.347      
95.668      94.787     
95.336     

-- X01 Men -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1T  41 John Poore 1986 Van Diemen 76.161            
82.503      82.338+1   105.265DNF   80.802      81.553      79.117      
77.389      77.590+1   
76.161     

2T  21 Jim Garton 2007 Ford Mustang SGT 76.769    (0.608) 
80.538      78.113+1    77.585      76.769      78.863      77.515      
77.691+1    78.194DNF  
76.445+1   

3T  84 Chuck Hanson 2012 BMW M3 77.565    (0.796) 
80.143+3    80.066+1    80.412+2    80.729      79.845      78.949+1    
77.565      78.222+1   
77.974     

4T  80 Michael Courtney 2015 Corvette Stingray 79.090    (1.525) 
86.951      84.083      80.898      79.540      81.204      80.682      82.311+1  
79.090     
79.293     

5   82 Scott Kratochvil 1990 Mazda Miata 82.194    (3.104) 
86.148      83.893      83.357      82.194      82.658      81.712+1    82.594  
82.189+1   
81.591+1   

 6   11 Joshua Burger 2000 Exomotive Exocet 84.261    (2.067) 
95.477      87.889      87.554      86.994      88.270      87.643      84.235+1  
84.842     
84.261     

 7  111 Comac Sookram 1999 Subaru Impreza 87.100    (2.839) 
93.251      96.971      88.322+1   119.415DNF   90.431      87.853+1    
88.328      87.186+1   
87.100     

8  027 Dominic Cagliostro 1991 Mazda Miata 87.984    (0.884) 
97.692      87.984      99.725      88.557      88.256+1    88.899      89.086  
88.587     
88.533     

 9   26 Aaron Hopkins 1993 Mazda Miata 91.816    (3.832) 
 93.371      98.165+1    92.766      91.651+1    91.816     

10  505 Chris Waggom 2015 Chevy Camaro Z28 95.078    (3.262) 
103.606      95.078      90.628DNF   91.973DNF  

-- X01 Ladies ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1T   2 Shaleen Brown 1972 Triumph Spitfire 75.876            
81.535     101.000      80.706      80.773+1    81.850      79.441      78.700      
77.086     
75.876     

ALL CLASS
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-----Top 10-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2 X01L Shaleen Brown 1972 Triumph Spitfire 75.876
41 X01M John Poore 1986 Van Diemen 76.161    (0.285)
21 X01M Jim Garton 2007 Ford Mustang SGT 76.769    (0.608)
37 P04M James Wilson 2011 Porsche Cayman S 77.525    (0.756)
84 X01M Chuck Hanson 2012 BMW M3 77.565    (0.040)
80 X01M Michael Courtney 2015 Corvette Stingray 79.090    (1.525)
5 S01M Dave Heinz 2012 Porsche Boxster 79.590    (0.500)
63 P03M David Flynn 2002 Porsche Boxster S 79.901    (0.311)
5 S03M Bob Tokar 2012 Porsche Cayman R 80.929    (1.028)
57 S01M Len Heinz 2012 Porsche Boxster 81.231    (0.302)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
14 S02L Heather Richard 2014 Porsche Cayman S 81.413    (0.182)
93 S02M Brian LeDuc 2006 Porsche Cayman S 81.516    (0.103)
82 X01M Scott Kratochvil 1990 Mazda Miata 82.194    (0.678)
50 S02M Willard MenNe 2009 Porsche Boxster S 82.759    (0.565)

7 P05M Steve Fallon 2007 Porsche GT3 83.160    (0.401)
77 S02M Jason Funderburk 1999 Porsche Carrera 83.377    (0.217)
11 X01M Joshua Burger 2000 Exomotive Exocet 84.261    (0.884)
171 S03M George Watkins 2011 Porsche Boxster Spyder 84.498    (0.237)
59 P04M Randy Torbett 2009 Porsche Carrera C4C 84.905    (0.407)
317 S03L Evelyn Watkins 2011 Porsche Boxster Spyder 85.031    (0.126)
111 X01M Comac Sookram 1999 Subaru Impreza 87.100    (2.069)
027 X01M Dominic Cagliostro 1991 Mazda Miata 87.984    (0.884)
4 S01M Bill Oaks 1997 Porsche Boxster 88.443    (0.459)
26 X01M Aaron Hopkins 1993 Mazda Miata 91.816    (3.373)
8 I01M Bob Blackwell 2009 Porsche Cayman S 94.347    (2.531)
505 X01M Chris Waggom 2015 Chevy Camaro Z28 95.078    (0.731)
66 P01M Garry Wolf 1963 Porsche 356 B 96.738    (1.660)
4 P01M Art Jarvis 1974 Porsche 914 DNF   
926 S02M Kurt Mayer 2015 Porsche 911 DNS   

OVERALL RAW SCORES

Photos by Phil Ganderton
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Class Participant #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6 #7 #8 #9 #10 #11 Chair Total
S01 M Vance Bass 8 8 8 6 8 8 46

Len Heinz 8 6 14
Bill Oaks 6 5 11
Joe Stephenson 8 8
Dave Heinz 8 8
Tom Isselhart 8 8

S01 L Lisa Hernandez 6 6 6 8 26
Heather Richard 8 8 16
Madeleine King 8 8 16

S02 M Brian LeDuc 8 8 8 8 8 40
Mike Courtney 6 6 8 20
Kurt Mayer 8 8
Willard MenNe 6 6
Jason Funderburk 5 5
Harvey Dayhoff 5 5

S02L Heather Richard 8 8 8 24

S03 M George Watkins 8 6 8 8 8 8 8 6 6 66
Bob Tokar 8 8
Rick Wells 8 8
John Huft 8 8

S03 L Evelyn Watkins 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 72
P01M Brant Thrower 8 8 16
P01L Amanda Thrower 8 8 16
P02M Scott Wilburn 8 8 16

Grey Wilburn 6 6
P02L Dianne Wilburn 8 8
P03 M David Flynn 6 8 8 8 8 8 46

James Wilson 8 8
P04 M James Wilson 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 64

Randy Torbett 8 6 6 8 28
P05M Steve Fallon 8 8 16
I01 M Bob Blackwell 8 6 8 8 8 8 8 54

Lee Stauffacher 8 8
Dennis Ledbetter 8 8

M01 M Peter Smith 8 6 6 8 28
Patrick Ferrell 8 8 8 24

2015 Standings

Planning Ahead For 2016

Got an idea for a Roadrunner Region club activity in 2016?  It could be a drive out, rally, 
autocross, fund raiser, social…just about anything.  Don’t be shy, come to the RRR planning 

meeting on December 8th.  Every year our calendar fills up with great ideas from our members. 
We are always looking for new RPM’s, er..ideas.  The planning meeting will take place at the 

offices of Four Seasons Cleaning.  
Here are the details:  Four Seasons Cleaning 5600 McLeod Rd NE, Suite B 

at 6:00pm.  We’ll see you there.

Photos by Phil Ganderton
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Membership 
    Report
                     Paul Teske     
                      Membership Chair    

I would like to welcome the 4 new members to the Roadrunner Region. I invite all the new members to “try us 
on” at one of our many club events we will have scheduled monthly next year. You can find the calendar of 
events posted on our new website at rrrpca.com

The full calendar for 2016 will publish in the January Ramblings. It will also be posted on the new website before 
January 1, 2016.

Region Standings for October, 2015
Total Members: 607;  Primary Members: 363;  Affiliate Members: 244

New members to welcome include:
David Alessandri - 2015 Cayman GTS;  Margie Conley - 1998 Boxster;  Tamara Moore - 1971 911T;
 and Scott Spindler - Boxster Spyder.

We hope to see you all soon at a local, regional or national event. Please be safe in your travels.
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You CAN enjoy a 4-color printed 
copy of Roadrunner Ramblings 

every month by ordering it here!
It’s easy!  It should cost less than $10, plus shipping.
1. Go to your computer.
2. Enter www.magcloud.com.
3. Set up an account with a credit card.
4. Search for Roadrunner Ramblings and you’ll see all the 2015 issues.
5. Browse the issues and select the issue you’d like to have a beautiful

hard copy of.
6. Fill out the order form.
7. Our copy arrived about a week later, and it’s gorgeous!

Important Documents 
available in the Members 
Only section of the website.

n

n

n

n

 Current Roadrunner Information  
Minutes from All Board Meetings  
Current Membership Directory  
Region Deadlines and Information

You don’t need a login to download the 
Ramblings. Refer to your “welcome new 
member” email OR  the “new website” 
email for the security password required to 
view any member documents or member 
information. OR contact  
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

Thank you!

We Need Your Photos 
and Stories!

Ramblings is always looking for PCA   
members’ contributions!  Got anything you 
think might be interesting?  
Send it in to Ann Mulhern at 

ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We’d love to see it!
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A lot of hot air is what can save your life 
in case of a frontal crash if you have one 
of the earlier Porsche Airbags. Actually, 
hot nitrogen, produced by a chemical 
reaction in the Airbag.

Have you ever wondered how airbags work?  
What if any is their maintenance? Or, have you 
heard that you shouldn’t use a full face helmet in 
conjunction with an airbag?
Keep on reading and we’ll fill you up, I mean fill 
you in ;)

The goal of an airbag is to slow the passenger’s 
forward motion as evenly as possible in a fraction 
of a second when a crash occurs, because as we all 
know speed doesn’t kill, it’s the sudden stop that 
gets you.

In 1987 Porsche introduced the first automobile 
in the world to have as standard equipment driver 
and passenger airbags.  That car was the 944 
Turbo.  The 944 and 944 S offered Airbags as 
optional equipment that same year.

Eleven years later, in 1998, the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) mandated 
as standard equipment dual frontal airbags in cars 
and a year later in light trucks as well.

The airbag’s inflation system reacts potassium 
nitrate (KNO3) with sodium azide (NaN3) to 
produce nitrogen gas which inflates the bag.

Think of the airbag inflation system as a solid 
rocket booster.  The airbag ignites a solid 
propellant which burns very rapidly and creates a 
large volume of gas to inflate the bag.  The airbag 
actually bursts from its storage at up to 200 mph.  
A second later the nitrogen gas dissipates through 
small holes in the bag which completely deflates 
it.

Today, the technology has evolved to also include 
side impact airbags, curtain airbags, side tubular 
airbag knee airbags and others to further protect 

Tech Tips from Pedro

A Lot of Hot Air!
 by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA
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the vehicle’s occupants.  The technology also 
changed so that today’s airbags produce cool 
nitrogen, not hot gas.

From impact to full deployment, a driver’s airbag 
takes approximately 30 - 40 milliseconds (0.030 
- 0.040 second) - an eye blink takes 0.2 second - 
while the passenger airbag, which is larger, takes 
40- 80 milliseconds to inflate.
Side impact airbags must inflate and deploy 
much quicker because there is no crumple zone 
and very little space between the passenger and 
the door.  Side-collision detection must take 
place within 3 milliseconds (0.003 second) 
and complete deployment of the side or curtain 
airbags must happen within 10 - 15 milliseconds 
(0.010 - 0.015 second).
These side airbags can deploy much quicker 
because they don’t depend on a chemical reaction 
as with the frontal bags.  They have their own 
high-pressure gas canisters and the gas is released 
cold. 

Porsche uses a combination of airbags in their 

vehicles to protect its passengers:

Aside from the frontal driver and passenger 
airbags, The Porsche Side Impact Protection 
(POSIP) system on the sport cars comprises side 
impact protection elements in the doors and two 
airbags in each side.

The Macan, for instance, is equipped with full-
size frontal airbags just like the sports cars, but 
also offers driver and passenger knee airbags and 
the POSIP includes side airbags in the front seats, 
curtain airbags along the entire roof frame and 
the side windows from the A-pillar to the C-pillar, 
and side airbags for the rear compartment.

Regarding maintenance, Porsche’s airbag systems 
are very well made and are supported by a very 
sophisticated self-diagnostic capability.  Even 
the very early airbag systems will detect minute 
changes within the system and return an error 
message or warning light if specific electronic 
values are exceeded or operational issues are 
detected.  If your airbag warning light lights up 
when you turn on the ignition and then goes off 
by itself a few seconds later, your airbag system 
is ready to work for you.  
Porsche recommends inspecting the airbag 
system eight years after manufacture and every 
two years thereafter for the life of the car. Porsche 
does not recommend replacing airbags at any 
specific time interval, only when, if ever, they are 
inflated.  
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And the one about not using a full-face helmet in 
conjunction with an airbag.

Myth or fact?

If you are using a three-point restraint (shoulder/
lap seatbelt) such as on a DE or AX there 
is no problem in using a full face helmet. If 
you are using a racing seat with a five or six 
point restraint harness you should not have an 
operational airbag.

The reason is that with a 3-point seatbelt, in a 
frontal crash, your torso will move forward as 
the belt tightens and stretches a bit, aligning your 
chest with the inflating airbag, as it was designed.  

With a 5 or 6 point restraint your torso will not 
move forward appreciably, just your head.  This 
puts your chin in line with the inflating bag which 
can catch the edge of the helmet’s chin protection 
area and snap your head back!  

That’s why you don’t find airbags in racecars.

Also remember that the airbag system is not 
a substitute for seatbelts.  They both work 
together making your car safer for you and your 
passenger(s).

For more information on airbags and more, 
please visit my website:  
www PedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche’ing,
Pedro

©2015 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com
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