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Exhaust Notes
Mike Suttle
Region President
Mike Suttle
Region President

G
reetings!

OK, I will admit it. I like cars. It really 
began when I was about 3 years old. 

My dad would let me sit on his lap and 
help steer our car – a 1947 Chevy – 
when we drove down to Asheville, NC 
from Chicago to visit family. Back then 
Interstate highways were non-existent, 
so we would eventually run into curves. 
When the RC Cola and Mail Pouch 
Tobacco signs would begin to appear on 
the roofs of barns I knew it was time to get 
behind the wheel and steer. Even my mom 
thought it was fun!

And then there were the little Matchbox 
cars and trucks. Charlie P. and I used to 
drive them all over our little dirt roads in 
the back yard…hours at a time…

These days, many of us have more than 
our Porsches. Some of these cars are also 
special for one reason or another. 

My point is this. The New Mexico 
Coalition of Car Clubs has about 70 
member car clubs with about 3,000 
members. All kinds of cars. Our 

Roadrunner Region has rejoined the 
Coalition recently. If you like cars, there is 
a lot going on.

My suggestion to you is to go to their link 
from the RRR website, or go to www.
nmcccc.com. You will fi nd their calendar 
with all kinds of events. Just look it over, 
and there may be a few activities that may 
interest you. You might be surprised what 
you fi nd. 

Also, we are excited to be having another 
great Roadrunner year – socials, autocross, 
and of course the Fiesta. There will also be 
an unveiling of the new Panamera at the 
dealer set for April 22nd  - invitations will 
be out soon, but you are ALL invited.  

So – let’s get those cars out and have some 
fun!

Be safe…

Mike Suttle

President, Roadrunner Region, PCA
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Fifth Gear
        Steve Waller
             Editor

T
he month of March always seemed like it took 
forever to get through.  This year it sped by.  
By next month at this we will be starting fi nal 

preparations for Santa Fe Fiesta 2017.  Hold on.

Did many of our Roadrunner Region Porschephiles 
watch the half hour show aired on CNBC called 
“Porsche: Decades of Disruption”?  The Porsche 
produced program only aired for two showings on the 
cable network. Like many other video productions 
I’ve seen from Porsche this one is top notch.  The 
videography, narration, and overall high production 
value is a perfect complement to our German 
engineered cars.  The 30 minute video is fi lmed at 
the Porsche Experience Center in Los Angeles.  It 
features eight cars through the decades that were 
“disruptors” to the conventional thinking in the car 
industry at the time they were produced.  The March 
issue of Panorama has a great article about the cars 
and drivers involved and a behind the scenes look at 
the production.  The PCA weekly e-newsletter, “E 
Brake News” has a link to the video on YouTube in the 
March 21st issue.  Check it out.

Speaking of current disruptors in the Porsche world, 
how about the new Panamera Sport Turismo?  A 550 
HP monster and the fi rst Porsche car or SUV with the 
option of a three row seat confi guration. I’m not sure 
I would want to be in the third row for a Roadrunner 
HWY 191 drive out to Saff ord.  Porsche of Albuquerque 

is making some plans to have a new Panamera unveiling 
in April.  Maybe they will have a Sport Turismo on 
display also.

For the April issue of Ramblings I’ve summarized a day 
long meeting of Zone 9 offi  cials hosted by the Alpine 
Mountain Region and Zone 9 rep Rich Sanders.  Rich 
and PCA national treasurer, Aaron Ambrosino rolled 
out several new initiatives from PCA national.  There 
was also some discussion about “growing pains” in 
managing a car club with over 70,000 active members.  
I enjoyed the once a year opportunity to reconnect with 
Porsche folks from around the zone.  

Our Tech chair, Evelyn Watkins worked with Chris 
Marquez on presenting a Tech session having to do with 
rules of the road.  Chris has a career in law enforcement 
and had a great Legal Update presentation that he 
delivered at Del Norte High School.  My report on the 
legal issues and other topics Chris covered are in this 
issue of Ramblings.  

Also featured in this issue are a story and pictures 
from the Roadrunner Region drive out to the Unser 
Racing Museum.  Thirteen cars and their owners and 
guests, including some new members, spent a Saturday 
morning absorbing everything Unser.  Our social at 
Fuddruckers proved again that Roadrunners like to 
meet, greet, and eat.  Thanks Marsha for continuing to 
be our social butterfl y.  Lastly, Pedro weighs in with our 
tech article on TPMS (it’s not what you think).  I hope 
you enjoy this issue of Ramblings, I’ll see you around 
the region.

Steve Waller      
editor.ramblings@rrrpca.com

Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member and other outside submissions for space and content.  If there is a reason to 
publish an article exactly as submitted please let us know.

HWY 191 drive out to Saff ord.  Porsche of Albuquerque 
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2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April
Thursday, April 20 Meet and Greet Rudy’s on Carlisle

Sat & Sun April 22-23 Driver Education Pikes Peak Raceway Pueblo, Colorado

Saturday April 22 Panamera unveiling Porsche of Albuquerque

Saturday, April 22 Tech Session: Autocross Course Design Erna Ferguson Library

May
Saturday, May 6 Tech session /Concours Prep TBD

Tuesday, May 9 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thurs.-Sun., May 25-28 Fiesta New Mexico Santa Fe, NM

Saturday, May 27 Die Serie #4 Sandia Speedway

June
Wed - Sun June 7-11 Rocky Mountain HWY Alpine Mountain Region

Saturday, June 10 Die Serie #5 Sandia Speedway

Tuesday, June 13 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thursday, June 15 New member luncheon Porsche of Albuquerque

Sat - Sun  June 16-17 HWY 191 Revisited Safford, AZ

July
Sun - Sat, July 9-15 PCA Parade Spokane, Washington

Thursday, July 20 Meet and Greet TBD

Sat - Sun July 29-30 Taos Drive out Taos, NM

August
Tuesday, August 8 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Saturday, August 12 Die Serie #7 Sandia Speedway

Sun.-Sat., Aug 14-19 Monterey Car Week Monterey, California

Sunday, Aug 27 Corrales Round up/Meet and Greet Corrales, NM

Please note:  Membership meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month.  
The location is the Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 8600 Academy 
Rd NE.  Our meeting room is in the education wing on the south side of the 
church. The meetings will start at 6:00pm. Don’t forget to attend the weekly 
lunch, every Wednesday at 11:15am, and the monthly breakfast the last 
Sunday of every month at 9:00am at the Owl Cafe, 800 Eubank Blvd NE.

Calendar continued on page 8
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September
Tuesday, September 12 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thursday, September 14 Meet and Greet TBD

Wed.-Sat, Sept 20-23 PCA Treff en Asheville, North Carolina

Saturday, September 30 Die Serie #8 Farmington, NM

October
Sunday, October 1 Die Serie #9 Farmington, NM

Saturday, October 7 Balloon Fiesta Breakfast Porsche of Albuquerque

Tuesday, October 10 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Saturday, October 21 Chili cook off Steve and Ann Waller

Fri-Sun, Oct. 27-29 Oktoberfi esta Las Cruces, NM

Sunday, October 29 Die Serie #10 Deming/Arroyo Seco, NM

November
Tuesday, November 14 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Thursday, November 16 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, November 18 Die Serie #11 Sandia Speedway

December
Saturday, December 9 Holiday Party lunch TBD
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Welcome to Roadrunner Region PCA Auto-Cross event guide! 
This guide is the key to your success. Here are some basics to help get you started. 

By Evelyn Watkins 

• Registration – (near the grid area) Make sure you bring:
◦Valid Drivers license
◦PCA membership card (if you have one)
◦Tech Inspection Sheet
◦Unique number you would like to use for your car

• Paddock – This is where you will park your car, unload any loose objects you may have and prep your car.
◦Remove loose items - floor mats, tire pumps, coolers, spare tire, jacks, etc…  (Well-secured items are okay.)
◦Inflate your tires to the max PSI.  Someone in the paddock usually has a tire pump
◦Place your number on your car. Mark it on your car’s side window or door. Painter’s tape or window chalk 
works well. You may be able to borrow from someone.

• Tech – This is a simple vehicle inspection for safety. You will do a self-tech before the event and then get tech’d 
by an inspector before the event starts. Registration volunteers can tell you where to find a tech inspector.

• Drivers’ Meeting – All drivers must attend.  You will receive key notes regarding event flow, safety, grid/work 
assignment and any other details.

• Novice Walk – Immediately prior to the drivers’ meeting there will be a guided novice walk available for all 
drivers.

◦Don’t worry about your car as you will have time to move it later.

• Grid – Stage your car in grid just prior to driving in run order. Leave items in paddock but remember to bring 
the following:

◦Helmet – if you have one (a few loaners will be available in grid)
◦Tire pressure gauge (if you have one) – you can always borrow one in the grid
◦Sun block and drinking water

• Working – All solo events are work/drive events.  When assigned, you will be asked to work a specific job 
while others are driving.  Most will be assigned to work on course.  Please report to the timing board to 
receive your work assignment. It is recommended to bring:

◦Sun block, hat, sunglasses, drinking water
◦Comfortable shoes for standing and light running 

Time Table - 
  7:45am  Registration opens, Tech opens 

 8̴:15am Start chalking course, course open for walking 
  8:45am  Registration closes; Tech closes  
  9:00am  Novice/Advanced course walk through 

9:30am Driver's meeting (Mandatory) 
10:00am First car off 
 1̴2:00 m Lunch 

̴1:00pm Resume Auto-X 
Welcome to Roadrunner Region PCA Auto-Cross event guide! 

This guide is the key to your success. Here are some basics to help get you started. 
By Evelyn Watkins 

• Registration – (near the grid area) Make sure you bring:
◦Valid Drivers license
◦PCA membership card (if you have one)
◦Tech Inspection Sheet
◦Unique number you would like to use for your car

• Paddock – This is where you will park your car, unload any loose objects you may have and prep your car.
◦Remove loose items - floor mats, tire pumps, coolers, spare tire, jacks, etc…  (Well-secured items are okay.)
◦Inflate your tires to the max PSI.  Someone in the paddock usually has a tire pump
◦Place your number on your car. Mark it on your car’s side window or door. Painter’s tape or window chalk 
works well. You may be able to borrow from someone.

• Tech – This is a simple vehicle inspection for safety. You will do a self-tech before the event and then get tech’d 
by an inspector before the event starts. Registration volunteers can tell you where to find a tech inspector.

• Drivers’ Meeting – All drivers must attend.  You will receive key notes regarding event flow, safety, grid/work 
assignment and any other details.

• Novice Walk – Immediately prior to the drivers’ meeting there will be a guided novice walk available for all 
drivers.

◦Don’t worry about your car as you will have time to move it later.

• Grid – Stage your car in grid just prior to driving in run order. Leave items in paddock but remember to bring 
the following:

◦Helmet – if you have one (a few loaners will be available in grid)
◦Tire pressure gauge (if you have one) – you can always borrow one in the grid
◦Sun block and drinking water

• Working – All solo events are work/drive events.  When assigned, you will be asked to work a specific job 
while others are driving.  Most will be assigned to work on course.  Please report to the timing board to 
receive your work assignment. It is recommended to bring:

◦Sun block, hat, sunglasses, drinking water
◦Comfortable shoes for standing and light running 

Time Table - 
  7:45am  Registration opens, Tech opens 

 8̴:15am Start chalking course, course open for walking 
  8:45am  Registration closes; Tech closes  
  9:00am  Novice/Advanced course walk through 

9:30am Driver's meeting (Mandatory) 
10:00am First car off 
 1̴2:00 m Lunch 

̴1:00pm Resume Auto-X 

Welcome to Roadrunner Region PCA Auto-Cross event guide! 
This guide is the key to your success. Here are some basics to help get you started. 

By Evelyn Watkins 

• Registration – (near the grid area) Make sure you bring:
◦Valid Drivers license
◦PCA membership card (if you have one)
◦Tech Inspection Sheet
◦Unique number you would like to use for your car

• Paddock – This is where you will park your car, unload any loose objects you may have and prep your car.
◦Remove loose items - floor mats, tire pumps, coolers, spare tire, jacks, etc…  (Well-secured items are okay.)
◦Inflate your tires to the max PSI.  Someone in the paddock usually has a tire pump
◦Place your number on your car. Mark it on your car’s side window or door. Painter’s tape or window chalk 
works well. You may be able to borrow from someone.

• Tech – This is a simple vehicle inspection for safety. You will do a self-tech before the event and then get tech’d 
by an inspector before the event starts. Registration volunteers can tell you where to find a tech inspector.

• Drivers’ Meeting – All drivers must attend.  You will receive key notes regarding event flow, safety, grid/work 
assignment and any other details.

• Novice Walk – Immediately prior to the drivers’ meeting there will be a guided novice walk available for all 
drivers.

◦Don’t worry about your car as you will have time to move it later.

• Grid – Stage your car in grid just prior to driving in run order. Leave items in paddock but remember to bring 
the following:

◦Helmet – if you have one (a few loaners will be available in grid)
◦Tire pressure gauge (if you have one) – you can always borrow one in the grid
◦Sun block and drinking water

• Working – All solo events are work/drive events.  When assigned, you will be asked to work a specific job 
while others are driving.  Most will be assigned to work on course.  Please report to the timing board to 
receive your work assignment. It is recommended to bring:

◦Sun block, hat, sunglasses, drinking water
◦Comfortable shoes for standing and light running 

Time Table - 
  7:45am  Registration opens, Tech opens 

 ̴8:15am Start chalking course, course open for walking 
  8:45am  Registration closes; Tech closes  
  9:00am  Novice/Advanced course walk through 

9:30am Driver's meeting (Mandatory) 
10:00am First car off 
 ̴12:00 m Lunch 

̴1:00pm Resume Auto-X 

Welcome to Roadrunner Region
PCA Auto-Cross Event Guide!

by Evelyn Watkins

This guide is the key to your success. Here are some Basics to help you get started.
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March Social
Story by Marsha MenNe, Photos by Willard MenNe

W ell, I wasn’t sure how our first outing 
to Fuddruckers would turn out, but it 
was a hit. I have to admit that Willard 

was right. He pushed for the burger joint and I 
finally capitulated. Forty-four members made 
for a full patio, a lot of burgers, and a lot of 
fun. Mike & Sandy said the Kobe beef burger 
was excellent. It was great to see Dave & Ann 

Stinchcomb (after their trip to California). It was 
also fun that past-President John Rheinschmidt 
& Elaine were able to join us. The 50/50 winner 
was Sarah Bonneau and $62.00 was added 
to the charity fund. Thanks to everyone who 
participated. The pictures are testimony to a 
great evening! The April M&G will be at Rudy’s 
BBQ on Carlisle. Hope you can come.
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Frostbite 2 Autocross
Photos by Phil Ganderton

12



13 Roadrunner Ramblings April 201713



14Roadrunner Ramblings April 2017

New Mexico leads the nation in several bad 
driving categories  Our legislature continues 
to pass new laws to make our streets safer.  
Roadrunner member and Albuquerque Public 
Schools offi  cer Chris Marquez updated current 
traffi  c laws to a group of Porsche drivers at a tech 
session in March.  Much of the recent legislation 
has been a result of several high profi le incidents 
in Albuquerque.  Laws increasing penalties for 
reckless driving, racing, leaving the scene of 
an accident and DUI have all been discussed in 

the recent legislative session.  Albuquerque also 
leads the nation in automobile thefts, according 
to Chris.  Tactics to make your car less of a target 
to a auto thief were presented and discussed.  
Fortunately Porsches are not a brand that gets 
stolen easily.  Most crooks target domestic cars 
and trucks where there are an abundance of 
targets.  These vehicles are also widely known 
to have easy entry and easy access to starting 
controls.  Chris also educated the Roadrunner 
group as to the current offi  cial guidelines for for 
action in the case of an active shooter situation.  
Unfortunately in our society today situations 
such as this are not isolated rare events.  The 
current actions taught in schools and businesses 
are RUN…HIDE…FIGHT.  Run if you can, 
hide if you can’t run, and fi ght as a last resort 
using whatever is available as a weapon.  Having 
to learn these strategies is a sobering reality 
in today’s world.  Thanks to Chris Marquez 
for a great presentation and Evelyn Watkins 
for helping to coordinate this Roadrunner tech 
session. 

Tech Session #2 Report
Story by Steve Waller

You CAN enjoy a 4-color printed 
copy of Roadrunner Ramblings 

every month by ordering it here!
It’s easy!  It should cost less than $10, plus shipping.
1. Go to your computer.
2. Enter www.magcloud.com.
3. Set up an account with a credit card.
4. Search for Roadrunner Ramblings and you’ll see all the 2015-2016 issues.
5. Browse the issues and select the issue you’d like to have a beautiful 
      hard copy of.
6. Fill out the order form.
7. Our copy arrived about a week later, and it’s gorgeous!
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Stuttgart. Porsche is expanding the Panamera 
family with the addition of a new body version: The 
Panamera Sport Turismo is celebrating its world 
première at the Geneva Motor Show (March 7 to 
19, 2017), where fi ve diff erent versions will be on 
display: Panamera 4, Panamera 4S, Panamera 4S 
Diesel, Panamera 4 E-Hybrid and Panamera Turbo. 
Based on the successful sports saloon, the new 
version once again makes a profound statement in 
the luxury segment with its unmistakeable design. 
At the same time, the Sport Turismo, with up to 
404 kW/550 hp, is more versatile than any other 
model in its class. With a large tailgate, low loading 
edge, increased luggage compartment volume 
and a 4+1 seating concept, the new Panamera 
model off ers the perfect combination of everyday 
usability and maximum fl exibility. “For Porsche, 
the Panamera Sport Turismo is a step forwards into 
a new segment, but retains all of those values and 
attributes that are characteristic of Porsche”, says 
Michael Mauer, Director of Style Porsche. 

From a technological and design perspective, 
the Sport Turismo utilises all the innovations 
introduced with the brand new Panamera model 
line launched only last year. These include the 

digital Porsche Advanced Cockpit, pioneering 
assistance systems such as Porsche InnoDrive, 
including adaptive cruise control, chassis systems 
such as rear axle steering, the Porsche Dynamic 
Chassis Control (PDCC Sport) electronic roll 
stabilisation system and powerful powertrains. 
In addition, all Panamera Sport Turismo vehicles 
are equipped with Porsche Traction Management 
(PTM) – an active all-wheel drive system with 
electronically controlled multiplate clutch – as 
standard. As for the S models, adaptive air 
suspension with three-chamber technology is also 
supplied as standard. 

The design and concept of an all-round 
sportscar 

Just like the coupé-style Panamera sports saloon, 
the Sport Turismo is characterised by its very 
dynamic proportions – a perfect refl ection of 
the Porsche design DNA. The vehicle is 5,049 
millimetres long, 1,428 millimetres high and 
1,937 millimetres wide, while the large wheelbase 
spans 2,950 millimetres. The silhouette is further 
characterised by short body overhangs and large 
wheels measuring up to 21 inches. 

Sport Turismo expands the 
Panamera model line

Courtesy of Porsche.com

Continued on page 16
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Beginning from the B-pillars, that is, from the 
start of the rear doors, the Sport Turismo features 
a completely unique rear design. Above the 
pronounced shoulder, an elongated window line 
and equally long roof contour lend the vehicle its 
striking appearance. At the rear, the roof drops 
away much less dramatically than the window line, 
resulting in a prominent and distinctive D-pillar 
which transitions into the shoulder section in a 
coupé-like fashion.

First adaptively extendible roof spoiler in the 
segment 

At the top of the vehicle, the roof extends into an 
adaptive spoiler. The angle of the roof spoiler is set 
in three stages depending on the driving situation 
and selected vehicle settings, and generates an 
additional downforce of up to 50 kg on the rear 
axle. Up to a speed of 170 km/h, the aerodynamic 
guide element – a central system component of the 
Porsche Active Aerodynamics (PAA) – stays in its 
retracted position with an angle of minus seven 
degrees, which reduces drag and thus optimises fuel 
consumption. 

Above 170 km/h, the roof spoiler automatically 
moves to the performance position with an angle of 
plus one degree, thereby increasing driving stability 
and lateral dynamics. When in the Sport and Sport 
Plus driving modes, the roof spoiler automatically 
moves to the performance position at speeds of 90 
km/h upwards. PAA also provides active assistance 
by adapting the roof spoiler’s angle of inclination 
to plus 26 degrees when the panoramic sliding roof 
is open at a speed of 90 km/h or above. In this case, 
the spoiler helps to minimise wind noise.

Three seats in redesigned rear 

The new Sport Turismo is the first Panamera to 
feature three rear seats. The two outside seats take 
the form of individual seats – in keeping with the 
model line’s claim for sporty performance with 
maximum passenger comfort – thereby producing 
a 2+1 configuration at the rear. As an option, the 
Panamera Sport Turismo is also available in a four-
seat configuration with two electrically adjustable 
individual seats at the rear. 

The raised roof line of the Sport Turismo allows 
for easier entry and exit at the rear of the vehicle 
and ensures greater head clearance. The usability 
of the luggage compartment benefits from the wide 
opening tailgate, which is electrically operated as 
standard, and a loading edge height of just 628 
millimetres. Measured to the upper edge of the 
rear seats, the up to 520-litre storage capacity of 
the Sport Turismo (Panamera 4 E-Hybrid Sport 
Turismo: 425 litres) betters that of the sports saloon 
by 20 litres. When loaded up to roof level and with 
the rear seats folded down, the gains amount to 
around 50 litres. The backrests of the three rear 
seats can be folded down together or individually 
(in a 40:20:40 split) and are unlocked electrically 
from the luggage compartment. When all of the 
backrests are folded down, the loading floor is 
virtually level. In this case, the storage volume 
is expanded to up to 1,390 litres (Panamera 4 
E-Hybrid Sport Turismo: 1,295 litres).

A luggage compartment management system 
is available on request for the Panamera Sport 
Turismo. Among other things, this variable system 
for secure transport includes two rails integrated in 
the loading floor, four lashing points and a luggage 
compartment partition net. An optional 230-V 
electrical socket can also be provided in the luggage 
compartment. 

Five engines at market launch 

The Panamera Sport Turismo is available to order 
now. The European market launch is scheduled for 
October 7, 2017, with the other markets following 
in early November. The new Porsche will be 
available with five engines that are already used 
in the sports saloon. Prices in Germany start at 
97,557 euro for the Panamera 4 Sport Turismo 
(243 kW/330 hp), 112,075 euro for the Panamera 
4 E-Hybrid Sport Turismo (340 kW/462 hp system 
power), 120,048 euro for the Panamera 4S Sport 
Turismo (324 kW/440 hp), 123,975 euro for the 
Panamera 4S Diesel Sport Turismo (310 kW/422 
hp) and 158,604 euro for the Panamera Turbo Sport 
Turismo (404 kW/550 hp), all including VAT.
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Tucked into a quiet shaded alcove in Los 
Ranchos are some winning race cars that 
thundered down the straightaway at the 
Indianapolis 500.  The Unser Racing museum 
was the end point of a short Saturday drive out 
for the Roadrunners.  We gathered at Porsche 
of Albuquerque for some Saturday morning 
chat and drivers meeting.  Then it was off  to 
the back road to Bernalillo.  HWY 550 west 
brought us all the way out to the far north end 

of Unser Blvd.  Unser Blvd brought us back 
through Rio Rancho to Montano Road and the 
museum.  Our dedicated docent, Tom, met us 
as we parked our Porsches, introduced us to 
the museum layout and showed us the catch 
fence and wall from the Brickyard that Little 
Al crashed into during one of his races.  Inside, 
Tom reviewed rooms fi lled with Sprint cars, 
NASCARs, Indy cars, karts and all the racing 
accessories necessary to develop a winner.  The 
family’s winning ways actually started at the 
Pikes Peak hill climb race in the 1930’s  The 
past couple of generations of Unsers has won 
more Indy races that any other family to race 
at the brickyard.  The trophy room in the annex 
building was testimony to the winning legacy 
of this iconic family.  The Unsers didn’t race 
Porsches but advanced the racing technology 
and evolution of Indy car racing.  For anyone 
with a interest in racing history the Unser 
Racing Museum is a gem.  

Unser Racing Museum Drive Out
story and photos by Steve Waller
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“Fueled by Volunteers” is something 
you hear a lot when you hang around 
PCA events, probably second only 

to “It’s not just about the cars, it’s about the 
people”.  After attending my fi rst ever PCA semi-
annual board meeting, I now have another level 
of appreciation for “Fueled by Volunteers”. Until 
now, my perspective on this claim was limited 
to participation in my local region here in Utah. 
The recent meeting in Los Angeles took my 
understanding to a whole new level. The level of 
passion, talent, and collective dedication to make 
a great car club, is something from which we 
all benefi t as individual members of PCA. The 
impact is far more than I imagined – and I had my 
sights set pretty high from the very start. It is most 
impressive—all of the way from the individual 
committee leads up to the EC members who all 
have full time “day” jobs, and probably give an 
additional 20-30 hours per week to PCA. I left the 
meeting feeling pretty humbled.  Porsche Cars of 
North America treated meeting attendees to an 
evening at the new Porsche Experience Center. 

What a delight. If you fi nd yourself on the south 
side of the left coast, I would highly recommend 
that you sign up and enjoy the experience.

In Colorado Springs, during the fi rst weekend 
in March, I had an opportunity to practice 
what I learned in “PCA University” (aka Zone 
rep training) with the region Presidents, Vice 
Presidents and Newsletter Editors from Zone 9.  
It was an enjoyable time to meet with familiar 
and new faces from around the zone. The meeting 
was packed with content, and I’m confi dent that 
attendees took back some solid ideas to make 
regions just a little better for each member. With 
help from Aaron Ambrosino, PCA’s National 
Treasurer, we focused our presentations on 
social media, insurance and risk management, 
the Teen Survival Skills program off ered by 
Tire Rack, activity subsidies for regions, and 
shared ideas for general region management. In 
addition to meeting, we squeezed in some fun, by 
visiting a private car collection during lunch and 

In the Zone
Rich Sanders

Zone 9 Rep

Zone meeting car caravan to our undisclosed lunch site near Colorado Springs.

Continued on page 19
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attending a social with Alpine Mountain Region 
members at Porsche of Colorado Springs. I had 
copious help from the local Alpine Mountain 
Region and would like to thank Denise Jordan, 
Justine Estein, Barb Treacy, Fred Veitch, and Joe 
Bremmer of Porsche of Colorado Springs, for all 
their support.

April 3rd marked the opening of activities 
registration for Parade in Spokane. By now you 
should have made your hotel reservations at 
one of the host hotels.  I hope to meet and greet 
many of you up in Washington State in July. 
Additionally, I’ve now wrapped up a hotel plan, 
as a convenience for those driving through Zone 
9 to Parade. Under the assumption that Salt Lake 
City is a halfway point for many in the south 
and east parts of Zone 9, we are recommending 
that you stay at the Little America Hotel in Salt 

Lake City on July 7th, and join us for an outdoor 
cookout at a private home that evening to help 
break up your travel. On the morning of July 
8th, Porsche of Salt Lake City (4 blocks from the 
hotel) will off er coff ee and breakfast treats before 
you head off  for the day. Road warriors can choose 
to do Salt Lake City to Spokane in a single day’s 
10 hour drive, and check into your Parade hotel 
on the evening of July 8th. For those in a more 
relaxed mode, we have a block of rooms 6 hours 
north of Salt Lake City, in McCall Idaho. This 
will leave us about 5 hours of driving on July 9th 
Sunday morning and early afternoon, for arrival 
in Spokane during the PCA registration open 
hours and in plenty of time before the opening 
reception. Check your region’s website and/or 
Facebook Page for details. 

Rich Sanders

Lots of nice things to see at Porsche of Colorado Springs. A collection of historic race cars at the Los Angeles 
Experience Center
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Andre Oosthuizen, Vice President of Marketing for Porsche Cars of North America addressing PCA Winter Board Meeting attendees at 
the Los Angeles Experience Center. Vu Nguyen, Executive Director of PCA is immediately to Andre’s right—next to the Panamera.

AMR host region attendees at the Zone 9 Presidents 
meeting. L to R. Alex Ching, Bill Cosper, Rich Sanders, 
Joel Godfredsen, John Duclos.

Rich Sanders, Aaron Ambrosino (PCA National Treasurer), Fred Veitch
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The zone nine meeting was the fi rst for new 
zone rep Rich Sanders.  Region Presidents, 
VP’s and newsletter editors from all the 
zones regions attended the one day meeting 
in Colorado Springs.  This was the fourth 
zone meeting I have attended.  There 
were some familiar faces and some new 
ones.  Our guest in attendance from PCA 
was Aaron Ambrosino, the new national 
treasurer. 

The program started with each region 
reviewing their calendar highlights for 
the year.   Among the more interesting 
discussions revolved around the eff ort by 

some members of the Carrera region to 
build a big time race track east of El Paso.  
They already have a considerable amount 
of money into the track and looking for 
investors.  Contact Carrera region President 
Dan Thomas if you are interested.

Rich then reviewed some current profi le 
info on the zone.  In 2016 the growth in 
members in our zone totaled 2900, or 8.1%.  
That was second to zone 12 in PCA.  

The current PCA budget for 2017 is $9.0 
million.  According to Aaron, that is a 
big budget and nearly all work is done by 

Zone 9 Annual Meeting Report
story and photos by Steve Waller

discussions revolved around the eff ort by 

Continued on page 22
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volunteers.  Aaron added that PCA needs 
to be treated like a big business because 
it is.  The primary source of revenue is 
membership dues.  All the national events 
are designed to be break even eff orts.  

Vision 2020 is the working title of PCA’s 
mid term goals.  The national organization 
would like to have 100,000 primary 
members by the end of 2020.  The areas 
of focus in this vision are Panorama, Club 
Racing News, growing digital media and 
national events.  In the digital world PCA 
plans on increasing Twitter, Instagram, 
Facebook, and PCA YouTube.  The goal 
is to create a whole new digital brand.  In 
terms of membership growth, attracting 
Porsche SUV owners and exposing high 
school aged youth to the brand are in the 
works.  

Along those lines PCA is getting more 
involved in a young drivers program 
called Street Survival.  This program 
would attract youth aged 16 years and 
older with a valid unrestricted drivers 
license.  The student would drive their 
own family car.  The weekend course 
would help students be better drivers by 
teaching strategies and tactics around 
attentive driving, anticipating other 
drivers actions and emergency actions 
including a skid pad.  PCA would provide 
a $1250.00 subsidy to a region to host 
a Street Survival.  The Street Survival 
organization would provide all the support 
and materials.  

volunteers.  Aaron added that PCA needs Along those lines PCA is getting more 
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To all Zone 9 PCA members planning to attend 
2017 Porsche Parade Spokane:

Greetings from Rich Sanders, Zone 9 Rep!

If you have been following the announcements 
at PCA.org, you will know that the really 
important Parade dates are:

-Phase I, OPEN NOW for Housing Registration. 
This is when you need to make your hotel 
reservations ONLY.

-Phase II, OPENS on April 3. This is when you 
reserve the events and banquets you want to 
attend while at Parade.

-July 9th,  9am-4pm. PCA check-in table 
opening hours.

As Zone 9 Rep, I thought it would be great to 
add an opportunity to meet other PCA members 
from throughout the Zone, while traveling to 
Parade. Porsche Salt Lake has graciously agreed 
to supply their facility as the host location for a 
social gathering of zone-wide Parade attendees 
on Friday night, July 7th from 5:30 pm to 8:00 
pm. The dinner fee is $17.50 per person and 
includes a Mexican food buffet and tickets for 
two “adult” beverages. There will be dinner 
space for a maximum of 70 attendees, so please 
register soon. If it appears that we are having a 
small turnout from Zone 9, I plan to also extend 
the social invitation to our friends from Zone 8 
from Arizona and Southern California around 
May 1. The link to registration is at the end of 
this email. For those spending the night in Salt 
Lake City we suggest that you spend Friday 

night at Little America Hotel in downtown Salt 
Lake City (host hotel from the 2012 Parade) as 
it is just a few blocks from the social at Porsche 
Salt Lake City and allows a common kick off 
point for Saturday morning for those who wish 
to depart together. Little America suggests using 
an online booking site (like Travelocity, Trivago 
or Expedia) to find the best rates. They indicate 
that on July 7th, there should be plenty of space 
available.

Just to be VERY CLEAR, the driving part of 
your travel to Spokane is NOT A PCA EVENT 
and NOT A TOUR. There will be no PCA 
organization of your travel plans while on the 
road. It is intended simply as a means to meet 
other PCA members from the Zone on Friday 
night, and to arrange times and places to depart 
on Saturday morning should you choose to 
coordinate.

For the drive from Salt Lake City to Spokane, 
there are really two logical choices for you to 
consider. The first approach is to use Interstate 
highways all the way. The drive according to 
route calculations is just about 10 hours (721 
miles). If this is for you, make sure you schedule 
your hotel reservations at Parade in Spokane, to 
begin on Saturday July 8th. The other choice is 
to take Interstate highways for about 2/3 or the 
trip (7 hours - 448 miles) and then some more 
scenic non-interstates for the last 1/3 on Sunday 
morning (about 250 miles) . The drive time is 
only slightly longer and the distance actually 
slightly less. Depending on your departure 
time, this 

Continued on page 24
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approach allows you to arrive at check-in in 
Spokane at noon or in the early afternoon on 
Sunday July 9th.  The planned gathering point 
for Saturday night July 8th, is in the resort town 
of McCall, Idaho. We have a block of rooms at 
“America’s Best Value Inn and Suites”, 415 N. 
3rd St., McCall Idaho 83638. If you like this 
plan you are welcome to call them anytime to 
make your reservation at 208-634-6300. They 
are expecting us.  When you call be sure to ask 
for the “PCA” room block to get your rate of 
$149.50 incl. taxes for a King room, or $161.00 
incl. taxes for a room with two queen beds.

When you register to attend the social at Porsche 
Salt Lake City, we will also want to know if you 
will be staying at Little America on the night of 
July 7th, and/or at the selected hotel in McCall 

Idaho on July 8th. This is simply so that we can 
have an idea of how many folks will be in town 
for each event. To register, go to www.msreg.
com/ParadeOrBust

In the meantime, if you have questions, please 
reply to this email.

Rich Sanders

Zone 9 Rep

FYI
The Little America Hotel - Salt Lake City
saltlake.littleamerica.com
500 S Main St, Salt Lake City, UT 84101
(801) 596-5700

Do you enjoy attending Auto X or Socials or special RRR events?
Please contact me and tell me if you plan to photograph an event! 

Camera phone photos are acceptable as member snap shots but quality digital camera 
photos are always appreciated for events. If you want to shoot video you should be 

able to upload up to 30 second clips via dropbox or another service and we will post 
them on the website. 

Photo galleries sent will also be posted on the website as well as used in Ramblings. 
Most of our images as you know are mainly for fun, and archive purposes. We want 

to tell the story of our events with a goal of attracting new member participation 
because our events are a lot of fun.

Cover shots: send me your best work. Hi Rez jpgs emailed/dropboxed to me are 
the best. I will save them and use as needed throughout the year. Be sure to always 

include a photo credit as you want to be listed. 

ANY and ALL photos gratefully accepted. 
Please consider our new event calendar and contact me so we can designate you as the offi  cial 

photographer. We will need many photographers for Fiesta New Mexico 2017. If you are 
signed up to attend please plan to bring your camera and sign up to photograph some of the 

events at Fiesta as well.
Thank you so much! 

Ann Mulhern 
On behalf of Ramblings and the Website

Calling all Photographers!
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Membership 
    Report
                     Paul Teske     
                      Membership Chair 
          Pteske@comcast.net   

As Membership Chair I would like to welcome the new and transferred in members to the Roadrunner Region. 

I would like to invite all the membership to “try us on” at one of the many club events scheduled soon at a 
local venue near you!

You can fi nd the schedule of upcoming events on the Roadrunner website at www.rrrpca.com.

I would like to extend an enthusiastic welcome these new members and those who 
have joined us from another region!

Additionally farewell to those transferring to other regions….we hope to see you 
soon at a regional or national event!

Again check out our great Website at www.rrrpca.com for all the scheduled events 
and come on out and have some fun!

Please be safe in your travels….. we will see you at one of our many scheduled 
Regional events hopefully soon!

National Standings for March 2017
Primary Members      76801
Co-Members              43004

Region Standings for March 2017
Primary Members 393
Co-Members  235
Total Members  628

New Members:    
Slade Barker  2003 Carrera Cab  
Brian Colvin  2009 Boxster, Red
Lou Garcia  2003 Boxster S, Meridian Blue
Ricardo Maestas 2011 Carrera 4S, Black 
Mitchell Visnick 2015 Carrera S, Grey

Transfers In:   
Emily Perry  2009 Boxster, Red  Three Rivers Region                                    

Transfers Out: 
None
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Important Documents 
available in the Members 
Only section of the website.
  Current Roadrunner Financials
  Minutes from All Board Meetings
  Current Membership Directory
  Region Deadlines and Information

You don’t need a login to download the 
Ramblings. Refer to your “welcome new 
member” email OR  the “new website” 
email for the security password required to 
view any member documents or member 
information. OR contact 
ann@mulhernadvertising.com
Thank you!
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We Need Your Photos 

and Stories!

Ramblings is always looking for PCA   
members’ contributions!  Got anything you 
think might be interesting? 
Send it in to Ann Mulhern at 
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We’d love to see it!

Autocross is generally a rather safe form of 
motorsport. A proper venue, a well-designed course 
and a well-informed crew are the basics.  Following 
a driver’s meeting and course walk, novices and 
experienced cone-kickers alike should be able to 
navigate the course safely. But if any of these are 
slighted, safety can be compromised and accidents 
can happen.

PCA insists on safety at all sanctioned events. So 
this month, Vance Bass will present an autocross 
course design class for our education and 
enjoyment. The class will be held on Saturday, 
April 22, 10:00 am, at Erna Fergusson Library 
meeting room, 3700 San Mateo (parking lot is off  
Comanche Rd).

The class will go through details on how to design a 
safe and enjoyable autocross course. Members who 
design a course get to participate in the autocross 
at no cost (i.e., saving $$ for goodies for the car or 
something else.)

The following was stolen from the Houston Region 
SCCA:  “As a course designer, you will become 
an artist.  According to Webster, an artist is ‘one 
who professes and practices an imaginative art.”  
Believe me, imagination is required to create a 
course that is interesting and fun to drive - and 
when the course design is completed, you will feel 
like you have created a piece of art!” 

Even if you’re not interested in designing a course, 
come and see what goes into making a course fun 
and safe.

Be an Artist – Design a Course
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FOR SALE

2006 Porsche Cayman S, 2-door hatchback coupe with 89,490 miles for sale for 
$22,850 OBO.  Single owner and clean title available.  Beautiful and rare cobalt blue 
exterior with gray interior.  Six-speed manual transmission with six-cylinder 3.4L 
mid-engine.  All service records available, and all service done by local Porsche 
dealership.  Dual power seats and windows, A/C, cruise control, leather seats, seat 
heaters, premium 19” alloy wheels, Power door and remote locks with two keys, 
automatic rear spoiler, CD audio, ABS brakes, Traction Control, Stability Control.  
Four air bags.  Trunk space in both the front and back.  Tires recent and in good 
condition.  This Porsche always garaged and lived in dry New Mexico climate.  
VIN#: WP0AB29826U785397.

Call Ned (505)238-4286; email: ned@ngodshall.com

2006 Porsche Cayman S

• 86K miles
• One owner: 2002-2016
• California Car
• Clean Carfax report
• Stunning one of a kind Lamborghini Yellow paint
• Beautiful condition inside and out
• Drives great
• Everything operates as it should
• Super rare Porsche factory Speedster humps
• 5 speed tiptronic transmission
• Heated seats
• Recent Porsche dealer service

Email:cjlennon@comcast.net
$13,000

FOR SALE
2002 Boxster S
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First of all, TPMS does not stand 
for Terrible PMS as one of my 
customers referred to it when she 

saw the warning light come on and stay on in 
her 2006 Carrera S some time ago.
TPMS stands for Tire Pressure Monitoring System, 
and it is an electronic system designed to “keep 
an eye” on your car’s tire pressures for you.  This 
system reports real-time tire pressures to the driver 
of the vehicle either by a simple warning light or by 
a more complex display indicating each individual 
tire’s actual pressure.
The system is available directly from the 
manufacturer on every car produced after 
September 2007, or as an aftermarket product 
which can be retrofi tted to any older vehicles 
without the OEM technology.  
There are two types of TPMS.  There’s the direct 
TPMS (dTPMS) and indirect TPMS (iTPMS), but 
more on the diff erences later in the article.
First, the origins of TPMS.
The fi rst passenger vehicle to include TPMS was 
the 1986 Porsche 959.  Porsche felt that it was very 
important to give the driver information on his car’s 
tire pressures especially on this supercar which was 
arguably way ahead of its time.

But it wasn’t until the late 90s when the Firestone 
Tire Recall in the US (linked to over 100 
fatalities due to rollovers because of tire tread 
separation) prompted the National Highway and 

Traffi  c safety Administration (NHTSA) of the 
Clinton Administration to legislate the TREAD 
Act (Transportation Recall Enhancement, 
Accountability and Documentation) which among 
other things, mandated the use of TPMS in all 
vehicles under 10,000 pounds. According to the 
TREAD Act, 20% of every manufacturer’s fl eet 
sold in the US had to off er TPMS by October 2005 
and 100% by September 2007.
The initial system used a simple warning light to 
indicate tire under-infl ation. 

Eventually the system, depending on the 
manufacturer, has evolved to show not only 
individual tire pressures but also individual 
tire temperatures, thus off ering additional vital 
information to the driver.  This is extremely 
important for track use.
Back to the two types of TPMS:
The iTPMS is an indirect way to approximate 
tire pressures and is part of the ABS system.  It 
measures each individual tire’s rotation and 
compares it with the other tire on the same axle, 
determining if the monitored tire is rotating faster 
than the opposite one.  When a tire is under-
infl ated, it’s diameter is a bit smaller and therefore 
rotates faster than a properly infl ated one.
Second generation 

Continued on page 32

Tech Tips from Pedro

TPMS
 by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA
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iTPMS can also detect simultaneous under-infl ation 
in up to all 4 tires using spectrum analysis of 
individual wheels with advanced signal processing 
and special software modules integrated into the 
Anti-Lock Braking System (ABS) unit.
There are disadvantages to iTPMS:
• It uses an algorithm to estimate of the tire 

pressure and may not be accurate.
• If all four tires are low, it will not recognize 

a pressure issue since it looks for diff erences 
between each tire’s rotation compared to the 
other ones.

• Winter tires may be of a diff erent diameter, 
triggering a false alarm.

• Use of a new (unworn) spare tire may trigger a 
false alarm.

• Weather and road conditions may cause 
slippage and trigger a false alarm.

• iTPMS is serviced as part of the ABS, requiring 
more specialized equipment.

iTPMS has not yet proven reliable enough to 
meet the requirements of the TREAD Act’s 100% 
mandate.
The dTPMS is a much more accurate system which 
uses individual sensors installed in each wheel.  
These sensors physically measure each individual 
tire pressure (and temperature in some models) 
and transmit the information wirelessly to the car’s 
instrument gauge or corresponding monitor using a 
low frequency radio signal of 315 or 434 MHz.

There are disadvantages to dTPMS:
• Special tools are required to install/service.
• Sensors must be replaced every time the tire is 

mounted since the batteries are integrated and 
not replaceable.

• It is somewhat costly.
Porsche uses the Direct TPMS (dTPMS) in all its 
vehicles since 2007, but you can also have dTPMS 
retrofi tted to any model year vehicle with an 
aftermarket kit.

Now you can keep an eye out for yourself on 
your tire pressures and temperatures.
Properly infl ated tires are safer, off er better gas 
mileage and much better tire wear than those 
that are not.
To learn more about TPMS please visit my 
website at: wwwPedrosGarage.com.
Happy Porsche’ing
Pedro
©2013 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com
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Join in the fun!

use this small one 
when reproducing
less than 1/2 inch

Join your fellow Porsche Club of America members at the 62nd Porsche Parade on 
July 9-15, 2017. Parade is PCA’s annual, weeklong event enjoyed by several thousand 
of your fellow members, who will gather this year in Spokane, Washington. 

Parade participants will enjoy Driving Tours and a Gimmick Rally to explore eastern 
Washington’s mountain vistas and high desert, the Concours at Riverfront Park, an 
Autocross, and a Time-Speed-Distance Rally to test your competitive spirit. 

When you want to step away from driving, Spokane is a walkable city with award- 
winning eateries, the Cork District tasting rooms, craft breweries, and boutique 
shopping. Bring the kids, too, as they’ll be kept busy with activities such as model 
Porsche Concours, RC Car racing, and an ice cream social (well, adults can join in the 
ice cream, too).

REGISTRATION OPENS

FEBRUARY 21ST

HOUSING RESERVATIONS AND  
PARADE REGISTRATION  

OPEN ON FEBRUARY 21ST. 

REGISTRATION FOR EVENTS 
OPENS ON APRIL 3RD.
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Call 954.385.0330 technolab/pedrosgarage
Florida Pre-Purchase Inspections (PPI)

technolab

954.385.0330 • www.PedrosGarage.com

We also offer: Bolt-on HP kits, ECU Chip, HID/LED 
Performance Parts, Brake Caliper Restoration & Painting, 
AX & DE Magnetic Bras and Numbers, much more.

PedrosGarage

FREE DIY tutorials
and technical info
on our website.

The IMS bearing fix: DOF

 We carry the techNOwind  clear windstop for 981

We have the technoFix
IMS bearing Direct Oil Feed
solves the lubrication issue

of the bearing affordably
fits all ‘97-’08 Porsches

IMS bearing Direct Oil Feed
solves the lubrication issue
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10%
Presenting Sponsor for Fiesta New Mexico 2017


