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Top Down
Vance Bass
Region President

Well, here we are at the end of another year – where do 
they all go so quickly? As is customary in times like 
these, I’d like to look back on the things that happened 
in 2019, and ahead to 2020. Here are some highlights, 
reminiscences, a roadmap and a little self-back-patting.

MEMBERSHIP 
Continuing the trend from the past several years, we 
continue to grow at a steady pace. Last month, we 
reached another milestone: 700 members (440 primary, 
260 affilates). We had 80 members for the New Member 
Lunch at Porsche Albuquerque in June, which is a 
record! Membership Chair Marc Schwartz has done a 
great job welcoming new members into the club, and he 
has also designed a new nametag with a more modern 
look and feel. Ask him about getting one, or you can 
click on “RRR Gear” on the web site for photos and 
more information.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
The Board accomplished some good things this year, and 
the most consequential is that we have finally approved 
a set of amendments to bring our bylaws into harmony 
with the way the region actually functions and with 
national standards. This was started under Mike Suttle’s 
presidency, and has been quite an undertaking. Many 
thanks to Lisa Hernandez, Paula Sears, Cathie Tardy, 
Marc Schwartz, 2017-9 board members, and of course 
Mike Suttle, for all the work that went into it! We will 
be asking you, the general membership, to approve these 
changes. The old bylaws require a minimum of 120 
members to amend them, so your voice is very important 
in this!

As a non-profit social organization, it is expected 
(required) that we not make (or lose) very much money, 
so the board tries to keep our finances on an even keel. 
As of November, our accounts are slightly up from last 
year, which is right on target.

We also tried to get some things going that didn’t quite 
come to completion: Ken Richardson has been trying to 
get a Tire Rack Street Survival School to come to New 
Mexico all year, but the lack of a suitable space (a very 
large parking lot) has proven insurmountable. Board 
members toured the CNM Automotive Technology 
program late in 2018 to explore the possibility of setting 
up a scholarship in the region’s name, but the financial 
requirements for that turned out to be too great.

FIESTA 2020 
The Fiesta organizers have been working on the event 
since March, and have things nailed down for next 
Memorial Day. It promises to be a great event, with 
familiar features like fun drive-outs and a shine-and-
show display on the Plaza, and some new surprises as 
well. Many thanks for Carrie Rowland and Kelly Raab, 
co-chairs, and all the folks who have volunteered to put 
on this great event. The registration website should be 
announced soon.

STRATEGIC PLANNING 
In June, VP George Watkins chaired a strategic planning 
meeting to help the board set its sights and focus on 
issues vital to keeping the region healthy and active. The 
goals that got the most focus from the board attendees 
were increased participation in region events, increasing 
representation on the board and good communication.
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TECH SESSIONS 
One of the highlights of the year, for me and many 
others I talked to, was the November Tech Session at 
the Unser Racing Museum, with Pike’s Peak Hillclimb 
winner Chris Lennon from Colorado Springs. Thanks 
go to Mike Suttle for putting together this excellent 
session!

UPCOMING ISSUES 
Probably our greatest challenge for 2020 will be the 
continuation of our Meet and Greet social events. 
We have grown large enough that finding venues that 
will accommodate us has become more difficult. And 
right now we have no social events chair. So we are at 
something of a crossroad. Some options are 

• Someone comes forward to be social events chair 
and continues our past programs. You maybe?

• Members volunteer to host one event each and we 
crowdsource the work, much like we have done 
drive-outs.

• We change from monthly to bimonthly or quarterly, 
social events. (Still need someone to organize them, 
however.)

• Someone comes up with another great idea we have 
not thought of yet.

Which of those appeals most to you? Which are 
undesirable to you? If you feel drawn to one of these 
possibilities and would like to help keep the social life 
of the club going, feel free to contact me or incoming 
President George Watkins. We welcome your input!

LOOKING FORWARD TO A GREAT 2020 
In summary, we have a strong club with great members, 
fun cars and beautiful driving opportunities. This must 
be one of the best places in the world to own a Porsche, 
and to be a member of the PCA. I’m glad you are a 
member!

And remember, what this club is and does depends on 
all of us, so please look for ways to add your energy 
and talents to the club. You benefit, we all benefit!

Thanks for the opportunity to be your President for the 
last two years. I’m looking forward to some great times 
together in 2020.

Vance Bass 
president@rrrpca.com
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Fifth Gear
        Steve Waller
             Editor

Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member and other outside submissions for space and content.  If there is a reason to 
publish an article exactly as submitted please let us know.

Just like a mountain snow storm, the Holidays have 
sprung up on us this year.  Even though we have had 
some wintery weather already, it rarely feels like a real 
winter here in New Mexico.  And that’s a good thing!
Our Ramblings cover for December came about from a 
suggestion by proud grandmother Yvonne Teske.  Last 
year (2018) the winning cover in the PCA newsletter 
contest featured an image nearly identical to the one 
on this months cover.  Yvonne and Paul had a kids 
motorized Porsche identical to the one on the winning 
cover.  So we decided to recreate the winning cover on 
this month’s Ramblings.  It certainly reflects the joy and 
excitement, whether young or old in driving a Porsche.  
Thanks Yvonne.
The timing of this month’s issue is good for a couple 
reasons.  This weekend two of the region’s social 
highlights take place.  The annual Holiday Party is 
Friday night the 13th.  And the “Fill a Trunk” food 
drive for the Storehouse West food bank is Saturday 
morning.   Even though the RSVP time has passed for 
the Holiday party, a call or e-mail to Patricia Blackwell 
might get you squeezed in.  Last year our “Fill a Trunk” 
efforts outdid the Rio Rancho Intel employees.  So let’s 
make it even bigger this year.  
Also at the Holiday Party the newly elected Roadrunner 
Board members and officers will be introduced.  Thanks 
to those who voted electronically and by mail.  
November region events included two that we have in 
this issue.  The year end autocross at Sandia Speedway 
and the presentation by Chris Lennon on the Pikes 
Peak Hillclimb Race.  As you will read the AX group 

was met at Sandia Speedway by a large crew of film 
makers and extras shooting a carnival scene.  They had 
been shooting all night in the cold and as they left they 
looked like zombies from Walking Dead.  Our AX team 
turned lemons into lemonade and made the AX work 
around the tents and ferris wheels.  
The presentation by Chris Lennon of the Alpine 
Mountain Region was a huge success.  Nearly 
60 Roadrunners filled the Unser Racing Museum 
auditorium.  Chris’s presentation by itself was 
interesting and many of the stories were humorous.  A 
special surprise guest added to the celebrity vibe of the 
morning.  Take a look at the article to find out who.  
The Roadrunner region filled the tour / drive out chair 
position with Steve Johnson volunteering.  Thanks 
Steve.  If you have any ideas for one day or multi day 
drives in 2020 talk to Steve.  We still have an important 
position to fill in the region:  the social chair position.  
This person is responsible for securing the locations for 
our monthly meet and greet socials.  They also need to 
handle the RSVP process for the dinners.  It’s not a job 
that requires a ton of time, yet is very important to our 
region.  After all “it’s not about the cars, it’s about the 
people”.  
In closing out 2019 I hope everyone has a joyful and 
safe Holiday Season.
We’ll see you in 2020.

Steve Waller 
Ramblings@rrrpca.com
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www.veritas-athena.com

Do you have a power of attorney in place? What does a power of attorney 
provide? When does a power of attorney terminate? Do you have a health 
care directive? Why is it important? Do you have a will? Is a will necessary? 
What are the alternatives to probate? Is there a family member who is 
incapacitated and needs help with daily care and their �nances? How can 
that family member be helped? Have you done any estate planning of your 
assets? How do you ensure �nancial protection of your assets?

 Is your family disagreeing about how to care for an older relative? 

Veritas Athena, LLC, is in the business of assisting you to plan for life 
management and decisions. We do in-home free consultations and visits to 
discuss all aspects of life management. We assist you in considering all the 
alternatives available and prepare the documents needed to protect your 
future and your family’s. The Veritas Athena, LLC team has combined 
experience of over 50 years in �nance, legal, administration and court work.

VERITAS ATHENA, LLC
Protecting your future

Protect yourself and your family from the 
consequences of not preparing for the future.

Contact us today for a free consultation.

GREG IRELAND
505-385-1502

CRYSTAL ANSON
505-337-9151
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2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December

Tuesday, Dec 10  Roadrunner Annual Mtg Juan Tabo Library

Friday, Dec 13 Holiday Party Evening event, Santa Ana Casino

Saturday, Dec 14 Fill a Frunk Charity Drive Storehouse West Rio Rancho, See p.16 for details

Please note:  Membership meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month.  The location is the Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
8600 Academy Rd NE.  Our meeting room is in the education wing on the south side of the church. The meetings will start at 6:00pm. Don’t 
forget to attend the weekly lunch, every Wednesday at 11:15am, and the monthly breakfast the last Sunday of every month at 9:00am at the Owl 
Cafe, 800 Eubank Blvd NE. Unless otherwise noted, Meet & Greet events start at 6:00 p.m.

ROADRUNNER
REGION

P
O

R
S

C

HE CLUB OF AM

ER
IC

A

JANUARY 2020
MEET & GREET
Saturday, January 18th, 10:00 am

The Range Café

Since it’s January, it must be time to visit The Range in Bernalillo for the fi rst Meet 
& Greet of the new year, located at 925 S. Camino Del Pueblo, Bernalillo. You can 
check out the details (menu, map, etc.) on their web site at: www.rangecafe.com. 

Please RSVP to Steve Waller at saw707@mac.com by January 17th so I can give 
the restaurant an accurate head-count.  Join us…it’s a great way to start 2020 with 
your fellow Roadrunner members!
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World Class
Tech SeSSion 

Story and Photos by Steve Waller

It isn’t everyday the Roadrunner Region has racing 
celebrity, make that celebrities in our midst, but that was 
the case at the Tech session with Chris Lennon.  This tech 
session, organized by Mike Suttle and Paula Sears took 
place in a small auditorium at the Unser Racing Museum.  
Chris  is a member of the Alpine Mountain region of PCA 
and was invited to talk about racing in the Pikes Peak 
Hillclimb, which he as done every year since 2012.  As 
a surprise guest Jeri Unser, daughter of Bobby and Pikes 
Peak competitor herself was also in attendance.  

Chris wanted to make the presentation more about the 
history and personalities of the race, rather than on his 
accomplishments.  

The road up to the top of Pikes Peak was built in 1915 
by Spenser Penrose, who also developed the Colorado 
Springs Broadmoor Resort.  Mr. Penrose had custom 
road grading equipment built to carve a functional road 
to the top. Even at that time it didn’t take long for local 
car racers to establish a competition to the top, as the first 

race took place in 1916.  

The course is 12.42 miles long and rises 4725 
feet in elevation.  It challenges drivers with 
156 turns.  The average grade is 7%, and even 
today there are only “some” guardrails.

Speaking of the Unsers, the family has had 
the most significant impact in the more than 
100 years of racing.  The several generations 
of Unsers that have raced at Pikes Peak have 
won 37 times in various classes.  Guest Jeri 
Unser, added her insider knowledge of the 
family’s racing heritage to Chris’s excellent 
presentation.  

The race is challenging not only because of the 
course itself but weather plays a very important 
role in race preparation and strategy.  The 

S P E C I A L  E V E N T  R E C A P
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S P E C I A L  E V E N T  R E C A P

weather conditions at the starting point are always 
much different than at the top.  Because of the number 
of turns and the relative lack of guardrails and the 
steep drops down the side of the mountain, the race 
has been called the most risky and dangerous of all.  
In fact after winning the race in 1967 Mario Andretti 
said he would never run the race again and he hasn’t.  
Added to the challenge are the race rules that allow 
for unlimited horsepower in every division.  

Chris Lennon’s recent notoriety comes from the fact 
that last year he raced the first all electric Porsche 
up the mountain.  The story about his converted 912 
based RSR was featured in the recent November 
issue of Panorama, penned by Roadrunner region 
member Sean Cridland.  

Chris has written a book about the hillclimb race.  
He explained the book originally was intended to 
be an outline guide for rookie drivers and teams to 
have a successful race.  He received input from many 
famous names including Bobby Unser and Mario 
Andretti and eventually the effort morphed into a full 
feature book with many stories from throughout the 
years.  

Following the presentation the Roadrunner faithful 
motored to Rudy’s BBQ for lunch and more colorful 
Porsche racing stories.  Thanks go to Mike and Paula, 
the Unser Racing Museum, Chris and Jeri Unser for 
a Saturday morning tech session that was the best 
ever.    
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In the Zone
Rich Sanders

Zone 9 Rep

Some Peoples Kids….
Walking the dog last week, I noticed that a neighbor 
had left the garage doors open. Noting the cars in the 
stalls, including a familiar 911 C4S Cab, another car 
caught my eye. It was a white Infiniti QX60, a small 
sport crossover. The reason that it caught my eye was 
the familiar Porsche “Cayenne” logo on the back, 
painted in white to match the car. Nice humor, right? 

Yesterday, I ran into a grand-parent who was visiting 
the family and asked about the Cayenne badge. Having 
been told that the car is used by the grand-son, I could 
only imagine that he aspires to own a Porsche. My own 
son falls into that category as well. Independent, mid-
30-s, professionally employed, he is in the process of 
wringing out the last breaths from his ten year old VW 
Touareg. In the next year he should probably part with 
the car, and has begun to casually look around. Faced 
with lots of attractive year end deals on brand new VW 
Atlas’ or Tiguans, he’s not biting. Same functionality. 
Brand new. What’s not to like? Instead, he’s looking 
for a well-maintained under 50k mile Cayenne, of the S 
or GTS variety- probably 5-10 years old in order to fit 
into a “new VW” equivalent budget. It’s nice to know 
that I’m not the only Porsche loyalist, whose family 
experience has led the next generation to go down a 
similar path. As a Dad of a “mature” age, I still worry 
about whether that’s the right decision for my “child”, 
even though that child is a parent himself and nearing 
middle age.
But as I look around, I find a lot of evidence that 
I shouldn’t be worried. Without naming names or 

regions our current region boards are filled with 
“legacy” Porsche children who’ve now grown up 
(sort of) and have turned their ownership into a life-
style.  One region VP recalls helping wash and wax 
Dad’s 930 beginning at age 6, and then the trauma 
of having the car “sold out from under him”, the day 
he got his license. (Give Dad a LOT of credit for that 
decision!). The President of another PCA region recalls 
lots of hours cramped in the back “seat” of a very 
early 911, which his Dad owned since before he was 
born. (Hmm…) A past region president and PCA Cup 
racer, has now raised 3 
sons, all of whom are 
accomplished on the 
track. Within our general 
membership there are 
numerous examples of 
multi-generational P-Car 
families. We even have a 
member in the zone who 
doesn’t look a day over 
40, and who just attended 
his 30th Porsche Parade. 
So I guess I just need to 
relax, and not worry about the kids. Yes kids…plural. I 
suspect our second “child” may go down a similar path 
when HER Golf R starts to get boring- which may be a 
LONG time.

So since you 
are probably 
reading this 
just before 
the year-end 
holidays, may 
I suggest a 
gift idea or 
two to support 
your progeny? 
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The first is for that adult child. How about a day at the 
Los Angeles or Atlanta Porsche Experience Center. 
Run by PCNA, I’m told this is an unforgettable event 
if you’ve not really had the opportunity to understand 
the capabilities of a Porsche. The second idea is for you 
doting grand-parents to “leap-frog” your own children. 
You can sign your grandchildren up for PCA Junior, If 
you haven’t done so already. Run by PCA, it’s a program 
that sends “age appropriate” small gifts to the future 
Porsche lover. My 6 year old grand-daughter proudly 
wears her “rookie driver” PCA t-shirt. And it was free. 

Just go to PCA.org. All the details are there!
Worried about sending future generations down the 
“slippery slope”? Don’t.  They are adults (or will be) and 
the evidence suggests that they are making their own 
decisions and not yours. 

Rich Sanders 
Zone 9 Rep 
Zone9Rep@pca.org
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This Holiday Season fi ll your trunk with Holiday food donations.

The donations will benefi t the low income residents of Sandoval county 
served by Storehouse West.

Storehouse West will be open a special day for members of New Mexico 
car clubs and car afi cionados.  

Items they could use this Holiday Season:

• Frozen turkeys

• Frozen pie shells and canned pumpkin

• Canned cranberry sauce

• Canned vegetables

• Bags of dry stuffi ng & canned gravy

• Bottled juice

• Bottled water

• And basically anything else you want to give (including children’s 
clothing and toiletries)!

We will meet at Cars n’ Coffee in the Starbucks parking lot 
at 7600 Jefferson St. NE at 10:00am 

to caravan to Storehouse West

December 14, 2019   10:00am

Fill-a-Trunk for Charity

Fill-a-TrunkFill-a-Trunk
Food DriveFood Drive
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The Holiday gift for the Porsche 
Person who has everything...

Order Online at 
rrrpca.com/rrr-gear

CLASSIC Badge
• Engraved laminated plastic 

badge

• Magnetic Clasp

• Your personalized badge will 
take 3-4 weeks to complete.

DRIVE Badge
• Die-sublimation transfer direct 

to aluminum
• Born-on date–the year you 

joined PCA
• Magnetic clasp
• DRIVE badges are bespoke – 

ordered every 2 months then 
take 2-3 weeks to complete.

Questions? Email membership@rrrpca.com
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AuTocroSS cAn Be A circuS
Die Serie #10 - novemBer 2, 2019 

Story & Photos by Evelyn Watkins

Many drivers on their way to Die Serie #10 were surprised 
by miles of bumper-to-bumper traffic coming from Sandia 
Motorsports Park. When they arrived at Sandia, they found 
themselves sharing the area with a carnival tent, Ferris wheel, 
and other parts of a film set. Overnight filming had just ended 
but the set wasn’t yet dismantled and removed. The film set 
affected the planned autocross course and grid sites, so Jim 
Garton, George Watkins, and Mike Courtney laid out the grid 
and a new course on the fly on the ovals and north track. They 
had help moving scaffolding off the track, sited the grid on the 
straight in front of the grandstand, and laid out the new course 
in about an hour. Registration and timing were relocated, and 
the autocross started within half an hour of the scheduled 
time. Everyone pitched in and nobody complained about the 
inconvenience.

Everyone had 12 runs during the day, and 158 cones were hit 
during the 315 runs! A row of four cones (put in by George to 
slow drivers) just before the finish gate was the victim of most 
drivers on at least one of their runs. The workers at that post 
got in a huge workout when all four cones frequently flew in 
different directions. (As in bowling, when one pin goes down, 
others do too.) Damian Kemm earned the award for the most 
cones down in a single run. (Ask him about it!) The autocross 
was deemed a success with lots of folks saying how much fun 
the course was. After the autocross finished, we were hoping 
to continue the fun with rides on some of the remaining 
carnival props before we left, but no one was there to operate 
them.

Results from DS #10 are below. Fastest time of the day went 
to Mike Courtney on Run 11 in his 2016 Porsche Cayman 
GT4. With his new tires, he was more than 2.6 seconds faster 
than any other driver. Novice and Intermediate class drivers 
have had great results this year, including in DS #10. We can 
hardly wait to see what the 2020 Die Serie brings! 
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DS10 Autocross Results

-- Overall Raw Scores ----------------------------------------------- Raw -------------------
EXP      Michael Courtney 2016 Porsche Cayman GT4 61.766
ADV      David Flynn 2009 Porsche Cayman S 64.389    
ADV      George Watkins 2007 Caterham SV               64.466    
ADV      Michael Barber 2017 Mazda Miata 64.627    
EXP      Jim Garton 2016 Scion FR86-S 64.731    
EXP      Jimmy Alonso 2004 Subaru STi 65.035    
EXP      Damian Kemm 2014 Porsche Cayman S 65.095    
ADV      Keith McWilliams 2012 Mazda speed 65.372    
ADV      Clark Thompson 1967 Chevrolet Corvette 65.784    
INT       Robert Burrus 2018 Porsche Cayman 65.804    
^^^^^ Top 10 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

NOV     Ken Richardson 2006 Porsche Cayman S           65.857    
ADV     Brett Webb           2016 Fiesta ST                    66.192    
INT      Mark White           2017 Mazda Miata                 66.267    
INT      Cathie Tardy         2007 Porsche Boxster              66.488    
INT      Peter Reynolds       1984 Nissan 300ZX                67.493    
ADV     Chris Ressler         2019 CivicType R                  67.676     
ADV     Evelyn Watkins       2011 Porsche Boxster Spyder       68.010     
INT      Wally Allen           2018 Subaru STi                   68.476     
ADV     Dominic Cagliostro    2007 Mazda MX-5 MSR             70.725    
NOV     Jim Schick           2005 Crossfire                     70.728    
NOV     Alan Mitchell         2006 Porsche 911                  70.937     
ADV     Scott Wilburn         1988 Porsche 911 Carrera 3.2       70.937    
NOV     Gerard Sullivan       2015 Boxster S                    71.117    
NOV     Roland Wiele         2013 Porsche Boxster              71.925    
INT      Aaron Hopkins       1993 Mazda Miata 74.080    
NOV     Bob Guido           2001 BMW Z3 74.456    
NOV     Nicole Archuleta      2013 Subaru/BRZ                 75.754    
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congrATulATionS!
2019 AuTocroSS YeAr-enD PoinT STAnDing 

WinnerSStory & Photos by Evelyn Watkins

For those who aren’t familiar with autocross, it is a sport 
of trying to navigate your car through a defined course of 
pylons, usually on a large parking lot or track, faster than your 
competition. Autocross courses are set up using soft orange 
traffic pylons which will not damage your car and cars run the 
course one at a time, against a clock. Events are run at speeds 
usually between 40-65 miles per hour, normally in second 
gear. Autocross is a “performance driving event” and Porsches 
can be the best cars to use because of their handling.

In the Roadrunner Region, we give points to every car 
that enters a Die Serie autocross, and at the end of the year 
the points are totalled to determine awards for those PCA 
members who have competed at least three times during 
the season. Awards are given in four classes and the drivers 
choose they class in which they compete. (They can be moved 
up if they are obviously misclassified.)  

In 2019, six autocrosses were held in Albuquerque and four 
were in Farmington.   Twenty-six PCA members participated 
in at least three of the ten Die Serie events and thirteen 
attended more than five events. The top three drivers in each 
class for 2019 are:

Novice:  1st Ken Richardson;  2nd Alan Mitchell;  
 3rd Ken Sears

Intermediate:  1st Rob Burrus;  2nd Cathie Tardy;  
 3rd Jeremy Mayne

Advanced:   1st George Watkins;  2nd Mike Barber;  
 3rd Dave Flynn

Expert:  1st Damian Kemm;  2nd Mike Courtney; 
  3rd Jim Garton 

Other PCA members competing at least three times:

Novice:  Richard Gonzalez, Roland Wiele,  
Joanne Williams

Intermediate:  Wally Allen, Shannon Siderius

Advanced:  Vance Bass, Dominic Cagliostro,  
Karl Schaeffer (Alpine Region),  Clark Thompson,  
Randy Torbett, Evelyn Watkins

Expert:  MaryLou Holmes, Jim Ruark, James Wilson

Join us next year.  Autocross is a safe way to learn how to 
drive your car at its limit. You not only learn how to handle 
your car at speeds that you drive daily, but you also:

• Gain confidence in your driving ability
• Learn the limits of your car’s brakes
• Learn correct seating, hand, and feet positions
• Learn the limits of your car’s tire adhesion
• Finally, autocross is a social gathering of new and old 

friends and LOTS OF FUN!
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Get a FREE solar evaluation today!
505.484.2789 • PositiveEnergySolar.com

With Positive Energy Solar’s $0-down financing options and exclusive 
30-year product warranties, you can go solar and start saving money 

from day one, while generating your own clean, renewable energy!

All you’ll have to do is figure out what to do with the savings...

WHEN SAVING MONEY 
CAN HELP SAVE THE PLANET!

!
Federal Tax Credit
begins phasing out!

Don’t Delay.
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ROADRUNNER
MEMBERSHIP
REPORT
Marc Schwartz
Roadrunner Membership Chair
marc@mobiusdesign.com

Welcome new Roadrunners!
Whether you’re into driving or touring, autocrossing or 
tracking, wrenching or polishing, learning or socializing, 
you’re part of something very special – the award-winning 
Roadrunner Region of the Porsche Club of America. As your 
Membership Chair, on behalf all Roadrunners, welcome! 
I’d like to be there for you. Please reach-out to me personally 
at marc@mobiusdesign.com to get answers to club questions, 
to help you get acquainted with us, to make new connections, 
or to simply say hey.    

Get to know Rob in Santa Fe.
Rob Ryan is our Membership Liaison to Santa Fe and to 
points north. Rob offers a local perspective and connection. 
You can reach Rob at robreagan2@gmail.com. 

A bit about Roadrunner Region.
As a PCA Zone 9 Region, we’re the experiential, social 
connection to everything Porsche in most of New Mexico and 
southern Colorado. With 440 primary members and some 260 
affi liates, we’re an active car club with members of all ages, 
backgrounds, and Porsche types. 

And while we do love everything Porsche, “It’s all about the
people” at Roadrtunner Region. Back in 1967, there wasn’t 
much help or technical knowledge being shared by Stuttgart, 
so Roadrunners got together and help each other out. We’ve 
been here for each other for over 50 years – the very reason 
PCA got started in the fi rst place!  

Drive with us.
This will be a very active fall with many great club events 
scheduled. So, I hope to see you at one very soon. Welcome 
again, be safe on the road, and always enjoy your ride. 

Marc Schwartz
Roadrunner Membership Chair

  

____________________________________________________

And here’s your stats.

New Roadrunner Region Members in November, 2019

CJ Giron – Albuquerque – 2016 Boxster Spyder Black

Mel Peralta – Albuquerque – 2018 911 GT3

John Price – Santa Fe – 1955 356 Tan

Doug Reid – Santa Fe – 1988 944

Bryan Sei – Albuquerque – 2019 911 Carrera S Cabrio White

Katy Sei – Albuquerque – 2019 Macan Blue

Michael Wheeler – Los Alamos – 2000 Boxster Yellow

New Roadrunner Transfer IN Members in November, 2019

Paul George – Santa Fe – (CHS) – 1977 911

New Roadrunner Transfer OUT Members in November, 2019

Jeremy Congo – (PNW) – 2018 Panamera 4S Chalk

New Roadrunner Test Drive Participants in November, 2019

Richard Bechtold – Albuquerque

Jim Brewer – Santa Fe

Marshall Watson – Santa Fe

Roadrunner Region Members as of December 1, 2019

Primary Members  445 

Affi liate Members  261 

Total RRR Members 706 = net gain +6

Test-Drive Participants 7

PCA National Members as of November 1, 2019

Primary Members  86,732 

Affi liate Members  47,488

Total Members 134,237 

Life Members 17

  

December 1, 
2019
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• Improved Bone densIty

• Improved posture

• Improved Balance

• Improved athletIc performance

• less JoInt and Back paIn

OsteOstrOng is nOt a gym, diet, supplement, pharmaceutical, Or a medical
treatment. OsteOstrOng is a unique place whereyOu can gOtO imprOve
yOur Overall health by fOcusing Onthe Onething we all have in
cOmmOn: a skeletal system.

call to schedule a free
consultationtoday!

Now accepting HSA & FLEX accounts

ABQ NE Heights • 505-294-8227
Cottonwood • 505-898-9476

Midtown • 505-883-8800

osteostrong.me
0001357207-01

STRENGTH • POWER • ENERGY • AGILITY 
BALANCE • POSTURE

All Gain. No Pain.
Relieve Pain Naturally

Visit Us Today!
SE Albuquerque and Santa Fe locations coming soon.
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Tech Tips from Pedro
NITROGEN OR AIR IN THE TIRES? 

 by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA

If it hasn’t happened to you already, when you purchase 
and mount a new set of tires on your car, you will likely 
hear from the tire shop: “Nitrogen-is-better-than-air for 
your tires” ... and “we offer the nitrogen-fill option at only 
$$” (generally $5 - $20 per tire).

For many years now, nitrogen has been used to fill aircraft 
tires, including the Space Shuttle’s and also tires on 
race cars, but it’s use on street cars is relatively new and 
somewhat controversial.

The tire shop will tell you that nitrogen in your tires: 
• Improves steering
• Improves handling
• Improves braking
• Reduces the chance of tire failure
• Dramatically slows pressure loss from permeation
• Improves fuel economy
• Reduces tire oxidation
• Eliminates interior wheel corrosion
• Reduces running temperatures
• Decreases false alarms and activation of your TPMS 

(tire pressure monitoring system)

As with most marketing there is a little truth to it but the 
rest is mostly HOT AIR!

Nitrogen molecules (N2) are larger than oxygen molecules 
(O2) so therefore, pure nitrogen will permeate the walls of 
your tires less than oxygen molecules.  

But by how much?

Well, a nitrogen molecule measures roughly 300 
picometers while an oxygen molecule measures 292 
picometers.  That’s only a 2.6% difference in size. 
One picometer is one trillionth of a meter (1 m / 
1,000,000,000,000).

Consumer Reports did a study in 2006 where they 
measured pressure loss of nitrogen-filled vs air-filled tires 
over a one year period.  They took 31 pairs of all season, 
automotive tires (H and V speed rated).  One tire of each 
pair was filled to 30 psi with air, the other tire from the pair 
was filled to 30 psi with nitrogen.  All 31 pairs were then 
set aside, outdoors for 12 months.

Their conclusion was that nitrogen does reduce tire 
pressure loss over time (12 months), but the reduction is 
only 1.3 psi.  

Air-filled tires, originally filled to 30 psi lost 3.5 psi over a 
one year period.  

Nitrogen-filled to the same starting pressure of 30 psi lost 
2.2 psi over the same period.

More importantly ALL tires lost pressure, so consumers 
should check their tire pressures routinely regardless of the 
gas used.

The air around us, in our atmosphere, what we breathe and 
what is in most automotive tires is a mixture of gasses. 

Air = 78% nitrogen + 20.95% oxygen + 1% other gasses 
( 0.93% argon, 0.038% carbon dioxide, trace amounts of 
other gases and a variable amount of water vapor).

So, already all of the above claims are not true by 78% 
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Tech Tips from Pedro
NITROGEN OR AIR IN THE TIRES? 

because going to pure nitrogen will only replace 22% of the 
tire’s internal volume.

The claims of improved steering, handling and braking, as 
well as reduced chances of tire failure and improved fuel 
economy are true for properly inflated tires regardless of the 
gas used to fill them. 

Then there’s the claim regarding the reduction of internal 
tire oxidation because nitrogen is inert and oxygen is 
corrosive.  I don’t think any of us have ever replaced a tire 
that had internal rubber decay because of oxygen corrosion.  
Although it is partly true –oxygen is corrosive-, your tires 
will wear out many times over before oxygen starts to 
damage the rubber material.  If this claim were true and 
oxygen causes rubber corrosion that quickly, what about the 
outside of the tire?  It is exposed to 22% oxygen even if you 
have pure nitrogen on the inside!

Some people also will tell you that tires filled with nitrogen 
don’t change pressure as much with heat as those filled with 
air, or that tires filled with nitrogen run cooler than those 
with air and that’s why most race cars including F1, Indy and 
NASCAR all use it.

Again, not true.  

At the temperature (150 – 250ºF) and pressure (25 – 45 psi) 
thresholds found in racing tires, both air and nitrogen will 
act as “ideal gasses”, meaning that they will react exactly the 
same to temperature and pressure.

The real reasons why most race teams use nitrogen gas in 
their tires are:

• Nitrogen is an inexpensive, non flammable gas that can 
be transported safely in high-pressure bottles

• Nitrogen is dry (no water vapor)

• Racing teams strap nitrogen bottles onto their tents’ legs 
to hold them down.

• Nitrogen tanks nearby allows them to fill or adjust 
tires and to run their pneumatic tools without the need 
for an air compressor which requires electric power 
(generator).

Oh, I almost forgot.  There are those that claim that since 
nitrogen is lighter than air you’ll save weight and have better 
performance.

OK, so let’s analyze this one, I mean, less unsprung weight 
is good, no?

The weight difference between oxygen and nitrogen is less 
than 3%, but let’s take the full 3%.

One 255/40/17 summer tire holds approximately 13.88 liters 
(0.5 cu.ft.) of air at 2 bar (29.4 psi).

One liter of air is roughly equal to 1 gram so there are 
roughly 13.88 grams of air per tire, 55.52 grams in all 4 tires.  
Nitrogen is 3% lighter than oxygen, but there’s only 22% 
oxygen in air, so the difference in weight from all 4 tires is 
0.3664 grams, that’s a whopping one third of a gram! 

Here’s the math: 55.52 gr x 0.03 x 0.22 = 0.3664 gr

To put it in perspective, one official ping pong ball weighs 
2.7 grams.

So, in essence, filling your tires with nitrogen won’t hurt 
anything and will provide some minimal benefits.

But, is it worth it?

Absolutely ... if you go to Costo or other shops where it’s a 
free service with your new tires.

But paying an average of $10.00 per tire is absolutely not 
worth it. 

Furthermore it may give you a false sense of security where 
you won’t regularly inspect your tires.  Remember, even 
filled with pure nitrogen your tires will lose pressure over 
time.

For more information about tires, and how to fix them, 
fill them, and more, please visit my website at: www.
PedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche-ing,

Pedro
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Call 954.385.0330 technolab/pedrosgarage
Florida Pre-Purchase Inspections (PPI)

technolab

954.385.0330 • www.PedrosGarage.com

We also offer: Bolt-on HP kits, ECU Chip, HID/LED 
Performance Parts, Brake Caliper Restoration & Painting, 
AX & DE Magnetic Bras and Numbers, much more.

PedrosGarage

FREE DIY tutorials
and technical info
on our website.

The IMS bearing fix: DOF

 We carry the techNOwind  clear windstop for 981

We have the technoFix
IMS bearing Direct Oil Feed
solves the lubrication issue

of the bearing affordably
fits all ‘97-’08 Porsches
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Office and Industrial Cleaning, Maid and Carpet Care Services
Four Seasons Cleaning has been serving Albuquerque and surrounding areas 

for over 30 years offering a variety of services to homes and businesses.

Michael Galaviz, Proprietor and PCA Member
   Office: 505-254-2180 • Cell: 505-489-0755

visit our website www.fourseasonscleaning.com

Carpet Cleaning Coupon
$25.00 / room - 3 Room Minimum

Combo Rooms considered as 2 Rooms

Exp.12-31-2019
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10%
Presenting Sponsor for Fiesta New Mexico 2017


