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Top Down
Vance Bass
Region President

In New Mexico, we’re sort of inverse bears. We 
hibernate in the dreadful days of summer, then reemerge 
in the fall to enjoy the lovely weather.

So our events calendar is starting to look busy, even 
crowded, again. If you don’t check the calendar 
regularly, you are probably missing out on something. 
You can see it on the Roadrunner web site at  
http://www.rrrpca.com/events/. 

By the time you read this, we will have just enjoyed the 
49th Corrales Roundup. What an amazing gathering of 
beautiful Porsches, some almost 70 years old, some just 
a few weeks old. Then the following week, September 
10, is our monthly board and membership meeting, 
to which you are always invited. And on the 28th and 
29th, we’ll be running Autocross in the huge, wide-open 
fairgrounds parking lot in Farmington.

Then comes October, when things really start hopping. 
On Saturday, Oct 5, Porsche of Albuquerque will once 
again treat us to coffee and breakfast burritos at 6:30 
a.m., as the hot air balloons rise on the other side of 
the freeway. This is one of those things that could only 
happen in Albuquerque. Don’t miss it!  The board/
membership meeting is on Tuesday the 8th, and on 
Saturday the 12th, Porsche of Albuquerque will launch 
the new 992-generation of 911s. We’re all invited. This 
should be a blast!

But wait, there’s more! The following Saturday, 
Oct 19th, Ann and Steve Waller will again host the 
Roadrunner Chile Cookoff, always a great way to spend 
a brisk autumn afternoon. There will be great food 
(cooked by us), drink, and company. And then the next 
weekend Oct 25-27, Cathie Tardy and Brian Turnbull 

will lead a jolly bunch of Porsche drivers to Red River, 
over some of the most scenic roads in New Mexico. 
Last year’s overnight stay in Red River included a 
campfire by the river, so keep your eyes peeled for the 
announcement for this one.

That should keep us busy for a while. This is basically 
a list of what we do as a club: driving together, racing 
together, socializing together. It’s a great way to enjoy 
our fine cars and some fine people.

In other news, the Fiesta 2020 Organizing Committee 
has been making progress putting together next year’s 
event. They have secured the Santa Fe plaza for our car 
show, and we have signed a contract for the hotel. So, 
the two basic prerequisites for a Fiesta are done. Other 
Roadrunners are working on tasks like driving tours, 
publicity, etc. It’s still very early days, but all signs point 
to another great Fiesta next Memorial Day weekend.

Finally, you know those fancy keychains in the glass 
cases at the dealership? The ones that look like little 
brake discs and calipers? I had to have my front brake 
pads and discs replaced recently and I decided that a real 
brake disc would make a cool garage ornament. Now, 
on my car, there were two brake discs, so actually I have 
a spare one. So, if you’ve read this far, you may be the 
winner of a very cool garage decoration. First e-mail 
to president@rrrpca.com requesting the disc gets it. 
(You’ll have to pick it up – these things are heavy.)

Vance Bass 
Region President
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Fifth Gear
        Steve Waller
             Editor

Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member and other outside submissions for space and content.  If there is a reason to 
publish an article exactly as submitted please let us know.

There is a small but significant 
change to the cover of 
Ramblings this month.
Porsche Parade for 2019 is over 
and the numerous awards for 
cars, PCA members, regions, 
newsletters and websites have 
been announced.  Roadrunner 
Region Ramblings won second 
place in the newsletter contest 
for regions in class IV, that is 
regions whose size is 400-700 
members.  The Roadrunner 
website finished fourth, just out 
of the ribbons.  For Ramblings, 
that is a move up from third 
place last year.  The two most 
significant things about our 

award is that we are in competition with regions with way 
more members and presumably resources, and that this is the 
fifth year in a row in the winners circle for the region.  So 
this cover of Ramblings includes 2019 on its byline. 
When Ann and I took over the media jobs for the region six 
years ago I titled my editors column First Gear.  It was my 
goal to change the name as time went on based on important 
events for the newsletter.  Through the years there have been 
several of them, thus the current name of Fifth Gear.
We still have a gear to go.  The overall best newsletter, the 
Betty Jo Turner Award is still out there.  This year that award 
was won by our zone partner  Alpine Mountain Region from 
Colorado Springs.  Congrats to them and editor Matt Ardiaz. 
With that said, I can proudly say Ramblings is one of the 
best newsletters in all of PCA.

On to the August issue.  Last month was a busy one for the 
Roadrunners.  Willard MenNe put together a fun day drive 
out to the railroad burg of Lamy, NM.  Like other parts of 
our large state, if you never had a reason to go to Lamy, you 
probably never did.  So for most of us it was undiscovered 
territory.  Members from Santa Fe and northern New Mexico 
were organized by Stephen Raab. We all met for a picnic 
lunch at the Lamy junction.  See the story and pictures in this 
issue.  
Santa Fe was also the destination for the August Meet and 
Greet.  For the second year Roadrunners gathered for lunch 
at the Rio Chama Restaurant.   Their patio is a sublime 
location for a delicious lunch.  Members new and tenured, 
from points near and far filled the patio.  Ann’s photos 
captured the relaxed atmosphere and the happy faces of 
members.
Summer is also autocross season.  Our Die Serie has been 
very popular this summer.  Evelyn Watkins and Ramblings 
autocross contributor Richard Gonzales have put together the 
current AX point standings and delivered a colorful story in 
this issue.
At the Santa Fe Meet and Greet I sat with a Santa Fe member 
who regularly travels to Colorado to participate in DE and 
HPDE events.  Check out the ad for a DE event sponsored 
by the Rocky Mountain region.  
There are also several calendar changes for dates of future 
Roadrunner events.  Make sure you update your calendar 
with the correct dates and times to join us. 
Many thanks to the Ramblings contributors, volunteers, 
advertisers and production artist Myriah Williams for making 
it a PCA award winner.

Steve Waller 
Ramblings@rrrpca.com
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2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September

Sunday, Sept. 1 Corrales RoundUp Corrales, NM

Tuesday, Sept. 10 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Sat-Sun, Sept. 21-22 Rocky Mountain Thunder Byers, CO  see ad p.16

Thurs.-Sun Sept, 26-29 *Cars & Colors Festival Telluride, CO

Sat.-Sun. Sept 28, 29 Die Serie #8,9 Autocross Farmington, NM

Sat-Mon., Sept 28,29,30 *New Mexico Car Council puts on an 
auto parts Swap Meet

Isleta Casino & Resport

October 

Saturday, Oct. 5 Balloon Fiesta Breakfast Porsche of Albuquerque

Tuesday, Oct. 8 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Saturday, Oct. 12 Porsche 911 v992 unveiling Porsche of Albuquerque

Saturday, Oct. 19 Chile Cook Off Steve & Ann Waller

Sat-Sun October, 26-27 Red River Tour  Red River, NM

November

Saturday, Nov. 2 Die Serie #10 Autocross Sandia Speedway

Tuesday, Nov. 12 Membership/Board mtg Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Thursday, Nov 21 Meet and Greet TBD

December

Tuesday, Dec 10  Roadrunner Annual Mtg Juan Tabo Library

Friday, Dec 13 Holiday Party Evening event, Santa Ana Casino

Please note:  Membership meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month.  The location is the Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
8600 Academy Rd NE.  Our meeting room is in the education wing on the south side of the church. The meetings will start at 6:00pm. Don’t 
forget to attend the weekly lunch, every Wednesday at 11:15am, and the monthly breakfast the last Sunday of every month at 9:00am at the Owl 
Cafe, 800 Eubank Blvd NE. Unless otherwise noted, Meet & Greet events start at 6:00 p.m.

ROADRUNNER
REGION

P
O

R
S

C

HE CLUB OF AM

ER
IC

A

*All NM Car Club events are non-RRRPCA sponsored events.
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August 2019
Meet & Greet

Story by Vance Bass, photos by Ann Mulhern

story by Steve Waller, Photos by Ann Mulhern

A jolly crowd of Roadrunners gathered on August 24 at 
the Rio Chama steak house in Santa Fe, reprising last 
year’s successful lunch date there. Fifty-five people filled 
the patio dining area and enjoyed good food, good drink 
and good company.

The September Meet & Greet is the Corrales RoundUp 
on the 1st, and the October event is the Chile Cookoff on 
the 19th. We hope to see you there!

Important message: This was the last Meet & Greet 
organized by our Social Events Chair, Marsha MenNe, 
who has done this for the club for the past six years. She’s 
so good at it, and we’ve had such good times with her 
organizing, we all owe her a big thank you. Next time 
you see her, please let her know how much you appreciate 
what she’s done for the social life of the club.

A restaurant parking lot full of Porsches can only mean 
two things.  The Roadrunner region members have 
swooped in for a meet and greet, and the food must be 
pretty darn good.  That was the case on a picture perfect 
Saturday in August at the Rio Chama Restaurant in 
Santa Fe.  A capacity group of 55 members took over 
the sun dappled patio for a relaxing lunch.  The Rio 
Chama was well prepared with a full menu and efficient 
service.  Many new folks enjoyed a healthy dose of 
Roadrunner camaraderie.  Thanks the Rio Chama for 
hosting a delightful luncheon and Marsha MenNe and 
Vance Bass for bringing it all together.  
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www.veritas-athena.com

Do you have a power of attorney in place? What does a power of attorney 
provide? When does a power of attorney terminate? Do you have a health 
care directive? Why is it important? Do you have a will? Is a will necessary? 
What are the alternatives to probate? Is there a family member who is 
incapacitated and needs help with daily care and their �nances? How can 
that family member be helped? Have you done any estate planning of your 
assets? How do you ensure �nancial protection of your assets?

 Is your family disagreeing about how to care for an older relative? 

Veritas Athena, LLC, is in the business of assisting you to plan for life 
management and decisions. We do in-home free consultations and visits to 
discuss all aspects of life management. We assist you in considering all the 
alternatives available and prepare the documents needed to protect your 
future and your family’s. The Veritas Athena, LLC team has combined 
experience of over 50 years in �nance, legal, administration and court work.

VERITAS ATHENA, LLC
Protecting your future

Protect yourself and your family from the 
consequences of not preparing for the future.

Contact us today for a free consultation.

GREG IRELAND
505-385-1502

CRYSTAL ANSON
505-337-9151
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In the Zone
Rich Sanders

Zone 9 Rep

Authors in our Midst!
This monthly letter is being dreamt up during “Speed Week” 
at the Bonneville Salt Flats. Scheduled to start last Saturday, 
it looks like the shortened week will begin tomorrow, a 
Tuesday. The delay is thanks to two thunderstorms last 
week. Salt needs time to dry in order to become safe again 
for racing. Such are the narrow parameters needed to run 
the safest possible event for those who want to set world 
records. But thinking about one of the more unique records 
at Bonneville reminded me of a former Zone Rep, Sean 
Cridland. (Sean still holds a world record from “speed 
skiing” while strapped on the roof of a car at 162 MPH 
on the salt). And thinking about Sean reminded me of yet 
another newly minted author in our midst, Chris Lennon. 
And that finally led me to take stock in the overall level of 
talent that’s scattered throughout our regions. Let’s start 
there, and we’ll work back to Sean and Chris!
For those of you who have been to a Porsche Parade, 
you will be aware that the national awards for the prior 
year’s activities are announced throughout the week, at 
various banquets in front of nearly 1000 people. One of 
the really BIG awards was won by the Alpine Mountain 
Region. The award is the “Betty Jo Turner Award” for 
Best Overall Newsletter for AMR’s Mountain Passages 
monthly publication. Newsletters take a village to create and 
maintain. They also evolve in order to continually improve 
and pull in advertisers. So at the risk of offending those who 
chase down advertisers and content writers, or those who 
contribute to the process of getting each issue published and 
mailed, I’d like at minimum recognize the 2018 editor Matt 
Ardaiz. And realizing that it took a lot of formative years to 
get the newsletter to its current state, a lot of development 
credit should also be attributed to Bill Cosper, Matt’s 
predecessor for the many years just prior to Matt’s tenure. I 
should also mention that during tonight’s semi-annual board 
meeting conference call with 145 invited region President, 
Cindy Jacisin, PCA’s Vice President chose this award, as 
one of  four National Awards to highlight as she recapped 
activities at the recent Porsche Parade. Congratulations to 
AMR and its leadership under Denise Jordan.

Four additional national awards within the zone were 
announced at the event in Boca Raton. These were awarded 
to the Rocky Mountain and Roadrunner Regions. The 
awards included a first place in the Region Website Class 
V category in RMR. Congratulations to Webmaster Scott 
Rogers. Next, RMR took 2nd place in the National Awards 
for Best Newsletter in a Class VI region. And Roadrunner 
Region also took a newsletter award; a 2nd place 
among Class IV regions. Nothing like a little neighborly 
competition with AMR, right? Congratulations to Tom 
Champion, newsletter editor RMR.  And also to Steve 
Waller and Ann Mulhern who are collectively credited with 
a five year string of national newsletter awards. And a really 
special recognition to Bill Simon, who, if I understand 
correctly is instrumental in providing publication support 
for BOTH the RMR and AMR newsletters. Finally, a third 
national award was won by the RMR region; a 3rd place 
for Public Service. In other Parade competitive news, I also 
understand that we had two Concours entries from the RMR 
region who won their respective classes. Congratulations to 
Dave and Bette Seeland, as well as Jim and Randy Osgood!
No mention of awards won, should go without recognition 
of the nominations for awards NOT WON. Every year, the 
zone rep has the dubious expectation from PCA national 
leadership to pester region presidents to make or assign 
nominations for the top national awards. Considering and 
creating these nominations takes A LOT of time. And 
because it takes a lot of effort, no nomination gets written 
unless the person making the nomination truly believes that 
the national recognition should be warranted. Having read 
all of this year’s nominations it would be wrong to NOT 
recognize the intended recipients, and those who wrote the 
nominations. I’ll leave the specifics to each region announce, 
but special recognition should be made to Gigi Camarena 
and Jim Thorburn as Presidents of IRPCA and RMR regions 
respectively, and to John Mackin as Past President of RMR. 

continued on next page



14Roadrunner Ramblings September 2019

Photos by Rich Sanders
All photos are from the 64th Annual Porsche Parade in Boca Raton Florida

You were all involved in one way or another in either 
nominating or being nominated for Region of the Year, 
Enthusiast of the Year, or Charity of the Year Awards. Your 
work is not lost on anyone, even though in each case, the BIG 
NATIONAL award was taken by another amongst the 145 
PCA regions.
Now, coming back to recognition of mountain west PCA 
members who are spreading their writing talent around the 
world, I just want to make a short mention of two books 
published within the last year. I’ve purchased and read one of 
them and look forward to doing the same for the second. Many 
of you may already be aware of former Zone 9 Rep Sean 
Cridland’s “HURLEY: From the Beginning”, co-authored by 
Sean and Hurley Haywood.  Sean traces his 9 years as the 
newsletter editor for the Roadrunner Region’s “Ramblings” 

as the beginning of his industry-wide Porsche-oriented article 
writing career. During his tenure, the newsletter placed on the 
PCA National Awards “podium” twice!  The new book also 
includes a LOT of Sean’s incredible photography. Nicely done 
Sean. 
Finally our perennial Pike’s Peak racer, Chris Lennon, from 
the Alpine Mountain Region, has recently released his own 
book titled “The Peak of Racing” (www.peakofracing.com). 
Chris’ most recent run up the hill was in a fully electric….
wait for it….911!  I’m looking forward to reading this book, as 
well. He added a sixth podium finish to his record (in the rain 
this time)! Congratulations, Chris!

Rich Sanders 
Zone 9 Rep, PCA

US first unveiling of the 2020 Cayman GT4 
and Boxster Spyder.

An array of display cars from PCNA, including the 
“love it or hate it” Green Panamera.  

I’m in the love it camp.David and BeMe Seeland’s winning Concours entry

Grant Larson, Wisconsin born designer of the Boxster, 
posing with his latest project, the 911 Speedster.

View of the Concours field along the fairways.

GTLM LeMans winning 911 taking in the 
Florida sun
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Rocky Mountain Thunder 2019   
September 21-22, 2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

High Plains Raceway  
Byers, Colorado 

 
Join us for a great weekend of PCA Club Racing and Advanced Drivers Education 

in beautiful Colorado on a challenging, yet terrifically fun 2.55 mile track with 
rolling terrain that provides over 70 feet of elevation change! 

  
Two days of racing & advanced/solo DE + Open track practice on Friday 

Two sprint races + a 60 minute enduro - all for points! 
2.55 mile High Plains Raceway full-course configuration                                               

A fun, technical track with 15 turns 
300'+ of elevation change each lap, maximum 10% climbing grade. 

Great fall weather (we promise!) 
Our usual compliment of entertainment 

Beer :30 after the track goes cold each evening  
Two dinners! 

Friday Brats & Brews sponsored by On-Site Tires 
Saturday Country BBQ (extra cost) 

Racing movies at the pavilion on Friday & Saturday 

 
 
  

For additional details and registration links see http://www.rmrclubrace.com 
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Give Me A FilM with CArs And rACinG
story by Danielle Badler

Yes, it’s true.  Give me some racing footage.  A good, 
unpredictable story that sucks you in.  Great dialog.  The 
chance to shed a tear or two.  And I’m there.
Does “The Art of Racing in the Rain” qualify?  Well, I 
read the book when it first came out, and loved it.  So 
I had to see the movie.  We went on opening night.   I 
think it works pretty well.  At least against its historic 
competition.  Although that may be damning with faint 
praise.
First off, let’s pause and acknowledge the competitive 
pantheon … “Grand Prix” and “Le Mans” … and move 
on.  Then what have we got?
Not many.  And that’s the point.  Remember, we’re not 
talking about movies that have cars in them.  Movies 
like “Gone in 60 Seconds” or the “Fast and Furious” 
franchise.  Or movies with chase scenes.  Like “The 
French Connection.”  They’re a dime a dozen. 
No, we’re talking about serious films that revolve around 
racing.  There’s “A Man and a Woman,” where the male 
lead, played by Jean-Louis Trintignant, is a racer who 
is shown driving in the Monte Carlo Rally … in a … 
stumped?  Gotcha.  But can you hum the movie theme?  
I knew you could.
“Bobby Deerfield,” with Al Pacino in the lead.  It was 
directed by legend Sydney Pollack.  But it was panned 
by critics and ls largely forgotten today.
“Winning.”  Remembered mainly as the film that hooked 
Paul Newman on racing.  For life.
“Driven.”  Sylvester Stallone’s “Rocky meets a racing 
car” movie.  I came, I saw it, I left.  What got to me was 
when I read that they filmed the cars going a maximum 
of 90 mph or so.  Indycars.  “The audience won’t be able 
to tell the difference,” they said.  Not true.
“Rush.”  About the Lauda-Hunt competition during the 
’76 Formula 1 season.  What do I remember?  The crash, 
of course.  And the aftermath, where the film did a great 
job of capturing the off-the-charts focus and pain of Niki 
Lauda.  Made all the more poignant with his passing this 
year.

And, just for grins, there’s “The Racers.”  Featuring Kirk 
Douglas.  From 1955.  I remember watching it once.  
Although, for the life of me, I can’t remember anything 
about the film.  I wouldn’t mind seeing it again, if I could 
find it.  
I believe we should have a new addition to the list this 
month, with the upcoming “Ford v Ferrari.”   I have 
high hopes.  Although, and I had the same problem with 
“Rush,” it irks me to know, going in, how it ends.    But, 
then again, it features Matt Damon and Christian Bale, 
who are both Academy Award-winners.  Although I have 
no idea how much either actually knows about cars and 
racing.  Or whether it matters.
Which begs the question of whether any of this makes 
any difference in the quality and lasting ability of a film.  
Remember, the only test, ultimately, is time.
From my reading up on ‘The Art of …,” the male lead, 
Milo Ventimiglia, is an actor, plain and simple.  Not a 
bad actor.  But he’s not a racer.  My understanding is 
that actor/racer Patrick Dempsey was a producer.  And 
ace drifter and former “Top Gear” US host Tanner Faust 
did most of the driving.  Indeed, in the rain in a Turner 
Motorsports BMW.  Behind the wheel of a Penske Dpi 
Acura at the Rolex 24 at Daytona and also in, yes, a 
Wright Motorsports GT Daytona Porsche.  He’s also 
shown drifting a new Ferrari coupe.  
The footage looks really good.  And, with all due respect 
to Faust, part of the credit for the action cinematography 
has to go to Jeff Zwart.  Don’t know him?  You know 
his work – virtually every car commercial that features 
action footage is his work as director.  He’s also set a 
number of records in Porsches at Pike’s Peak.  
As for the shots of Ventimiglia, behind the wheel 
with the dog (he’s named Enzo,) which is part of the 
trailer and used for the movie poster, that had to be the 
actor doing his own driving.  Although he is, clearly, 
not exactly exercising the Ferrari.  Which is a shame.  
Because the car is a ‘50s classic which I’d love to hear at 
speed.  My best guess is it’s a Testarossa.  Correct me if 
I’m wrong.  
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Now, some critics have said the film is really a dog 
movie.  I guess you could say that.  And I guess some 
writer for a dog magazine is chronicling, right now, 
how the film stacks up against dog classics.  Although 
I’m not sure there are any.  Does “The Shaggy Dog” 
qualify?  “Marley and Me”?  “Beethoven”?  “Lady 
and the Tramp”?  “Old Yeller”?  “Turner & Hooch”?  
“101 Dalmations”?  How about my favorite, “Best of 
Show”?  I have no idea.  But, gee, I do think there are 
actually more dog movies than race car movies!
This film is narrated by Enzo, who’s a Golden Lab 
(using the voice of Kevin Costner.)  And he does do a 
great job of endearing himself to everyone with whom 
he comes in contact.  
At one point, Enzo tells the audience that Mongolians 
believe in dog reincarnation.  He explains, Mongolians 
believe that, if you’re a dog and you lead a worthy 
life, you will come back as the sort of human you 
most emulate.  Enzo says he’s working on it.  He’s 

“imprinting” all the knowledge he’s accumulating, to 
be ready for his upcoming life as a human.  
I gotta tell you, when I got home from seeing the film, 
I stared long and hard at my dog, looking for a sign, a 
hint, anything.  No luck.  All he wanted to do was go 
for a walk.  
So, how does the film stack up as a work of cinema?  
I’ve no idea.  See me in 10 years.  If I told you anything 
else, that would ruin everything.  I refuse to spill the 
beans.  Although, if you read the book, as I did, it will 
all come rushing back.  Just as, if you saw “A Man and 
a Woman,” you’d remember by now what he drove.  
Still stumped?  Oh, ok, it’s a rally-prepared Mustang.  
There just aren’t enough movies with racing.  Cherish 
them always. 

ALL ABOARD!!!  That could have been the 
conductor’s cry for the Roadrunner Region drive out 
to Lamy, NM.  What’s in Lamy you ask?  The answer 
is, nothing much except a working vintage Amtrak 
train station, and on this particular Saturday about 45 
Porsche cars and Roadrunner members.  Organized 
by members Willard MenNe and Stephen Raab this 

tour brought members to Lamy from both north and 
south.  The north group included members from Santa 
Fe and Los Alamos.  The south group included a large 
contingent from Albuquerque.  The back roads of the 
east mountains provided the scenery including a slow 
parade through artsy Madrid, NM.  

roAdrunners pull into lAMy stAtion
story by Steve Waller, photos by Willard MenNe and Ann Mulhern
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NEXT STOP…LAMY, NM.  The Lamy station house 
was built in 1909 by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa 
Fe Railroad.  Roadrunners converged on the Lamy 
station in time for a picnic lunch or a green chile cheese 
burger or bratwurst from the station grill ( a patio grill 
not a eating establishment).  Soon after lunch it was 
time for the 1:10 Amtrak to roll into the station.  Right 
on time the east bound train saddled up to the loading 

platform for passengers.  The train unfortunately had 
encountered a livestock on the track and had to be 
rinsed down.  Oh, the perils of train travel in the west.  
Nearly 75 Roadrunner members shared a shady spot 
and got a history lesson in railroad travel in days gone 
by.  Thanks to Willard and Stephen for putting together 
this great drive.

“My son and I had a great time!
“great way to spend a Saturday!!!”
“We beat the rain!”
“Enjoyed the chance to visit with everyone.”
“What a great outing & an impressive turn-
out!!”
“356 always loves a good drive with good 
company.”
“Beautiful day!”
“As recent transfers, we felt very welcomed”

“Great job herding “cats” (parking) at 
destination”
“A good time was had by all!”
“Looking at you organizing the parking today 
reminded me of air traffic control.”
“Cow ‘0’ Train ‘1’” (you really had to be there 
to understand)
“Great people, Great cars, Great drive.” 
“Enjoyed the chance to visit with everyone.”
“What a great outing & an impressive turn-
out!!”

Here are some comments from members who climbed aboard for this trip…
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die serie #6 AutoCross
Story by Evelyn Watkins

Saturday, July 27th turned out to be a great day for 
Roadrunner autocross after all.  On Tuesday, the 23rd, there 
were only 12 persons who had indicated they were coming to 
autocross on that Saturday. There was considerable concern 
because with any fewer than 16 participants, there would be 
no autocross because of safety requirements.  Also, Randy 
Torbett had developed a course configuration which would 
require at least 24 persons to participate for safety reasons. 
Near-panic was setting in wondering who would handle 
timing and boards, plus there were first-timers, who would 
need an instructor when driving plus possibly needing more 
than cursory instruction on how to be a course worker. 
Randy’s design was put on the shelf, and an old configuration 
using only the ovals and needing a minimum number of 
course workers was pulled out of the file.

So it was a great surprise when by Thursday night, there 
were 30 entries! Plans had already been put in motion to use 
an old configuration; Cathie Tardy and Clark Thompson had 
agreed to handle timing, and Lisa Hernandez was coming 
to take care of the boards. Two drivers had to cancel, and 
one more person signed up on site, so everything looked 
rosy when we started on Saturday. Mike Barber and Mike 
Courtney kept busy as instructors, while also competing. We 
had a few communication and timing problems but everything 
was sorted out afterwards.  Vance Bass was excited about 
his Fastest Time of the Day (36.046 seconds) but that turned 
out to be one of the timing glitches.  Sorry, Vance!  FTD 
went to Mike Courtney (44.627) in his 2016 Cayman GT4, 
followed by Damian Kemm (44.958) in his 2014 Cayman S.  
Regardless of the times, everyone had a fun day and pitched 
in to help wherever needed.  Thanks!!

DS6 Autocross Results
--NOV---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
42  Alan Mitchell 2006 Porsche 911 49.759          
92  Chase McFarland 2015 BMW 335i  50.977+1  
007  Joanne Williams 2002 Boxster S      54.138    
86  Michael Adams 2001 Honda S2000    55.698    
13  Nicole Archuleta 2013 Subaru BRZ      55.951    
98  Jack Muniz 2013 Subaru BRZ       56.129    
188  Monica Gualtero 2016 Mazda Miata 56.396    

--INT-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
88 David Fitzgerald      2016 Porsche GT4  46.880            
22    Robert Burrus        2018 Porsche Cayman    47.085     
777   Jon Sierra  Honda S2000          47.758    
 77   Justin Thomas         2018 Honda Civic Si    47.956    
 25   Cathie Tardy           2007 Porsche Boxster 48.758     
 97   Jeremy Mayne         1997 Porsche Boxster    48.848    
 37   Aaron Hopkins         1993 Mazda Miata      52.094   
 99   Tommy Thompson      2007 Cayman S  52.287    
 66   Christopher Adams      2000 Honda S2000     52.605    
32   Ray Saunders         2001 Miata         53.047    
51   John Viney            2015 Subaru WRX      59.335     

-- ADV -----------------------------------------------------------------------------
107  Jimmy Alonso          2004 Subaru STi        45.851     
188  Michael Barber        2017 Mazda Miata     46.258    
171  George Watkins       2007 Caterham SV      46.304    
07  Brett Webb            2016 Fiesta ST        46.408     
96  Kurt Mayer            2018 Porsche 911GT3    47.587    
19  Vance Bass            2009 Porsche 911 S      47.841    
9  Randy Torbett         2009 P Carrera 4C 47 .171     
317  Evelyn Watkins        2011 P Boxster Spyder  48.437    
58  Clark Thompson      2009 Chevrolet Corvette  48.649    

-- EXP -------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1T  18 Michael Courtney      2016 P Cayman GT4     44.627            
 2   67  Damian Kemm        2014 P Cayman S       44.958    
 3   03  Kai Gerkey           2016 Porsche GT4      47.381    

FAST CLASS



23 Roadrunner Ramblings September 2019

die serie #7 AutoCross
Story by Richard Gonzales

It wasn’t exactly Beatlemania and the resultant British 
Invasion, but the August 10 event drew a higher-than-
usual number of British cars to Sandia Motor Speedway.  
They brought with them a rain-threatened morning, which 
fortunately gave way in the afternoon to sunny New Mexico 
skies.  The Brits included Henry Morrison’s 1954 Jaguar 
XK120, Erik Jacobsen’s 1969 MGB-GT, Walter Hollowell’s 
1970 Triumph TR6, Dave Ruybal’s 2008 Mini Cooper, and 
George Watkins’ 2007 Caterham SV.  (Shaleen Brown’s 1972 
Triumph was registered but did not start). Among those, 
George had the fast time at 63.452 seconds.  And while some 
might question the Cat’s pedigree because of the Ford Focus 
SVT power plant, they might want to reconsider: Winston 
Churchill had a Brooklyn-born mother!

The real star of the event, however, was the Randy Torbett-
designed course, which incorporated not only Sandia’s usual 
large and small ovals, but one of the inner loops of the road 
course with its elevation changes.  Previous iterations of 
the autocross course were confined to the ovals and their 
connecting links because the two-way radios used for safety 
purposes couldn’t “see” over the hill to the road course.  
That problem was solved by upgrading the radio system and 
positioning a radio on the top of the oval track embankment 
to relay reports of any incidents on the road course portion of 
the track. 

So this course had a little bit of 
everything:  high speed sweepers, 
off-camber hairpins, tight slaloms, 
elevation changes.  Overall, 
the course was fairly open, so 
there were relatively few cones 
displaced, but those two tight, off-
camber right-handers — one early 
and one late — required perfect 
set up and execution; anything 
less scrubbed off speed, with few 
opportunities to make it up.  With 
each competitor given nine runs 
for the day, there were plenty of 
chances for drivers to refine their 
lines and improve their times.

Some drivers took the event as a tune-up for the SCCA 
Nationals coming up in early September.  Among them was 
Shea Seefeldt in a race-prepared 2000 Toyota MR2 Spyder, 
who took Fast Time of the Day with  a run of 58.496 seconds.  
Taking second FTD (and driving the same car!) was Andrew 
McGibbon (58.730), the only two sub-60 second runs of the 
day.  Unfortunately for them, they experienced mechanical 
problems and were unable to compete in the afternoon 
session.  Nevertheless, their times were more than two full 
seconds faster than the final podium finisher, Tom Reynolds’ 
2019 Camaro ZL 1 (61.038).  Michael Courtney’s 2016 
Cayman GT4 was the fastest Porsche, finishing 4th (62.416).

The event attracted a total of 39 drivers, including seven first-
timers.  The Novice Class made up fully a third of the entire 
field, five of whom (four in Porsches of one type or another) 
posted sub-70-second times. (Time to move up a class?).

The next two events, DS #’s 8 and 9, will take place at 
Farmington’s McGee Park on September 28 and 29 on a 
course designed by Jim Garton.  The final event of the year, 
DS #10, returns to Sandia Motor Speedway on November 2, 
with Cathie Tardy doing the layout.
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DS7 Autocross Results

Die Serie Point Standings for PCA Members
participating in at least two of seven 2019 Die Serie autocrosses through August 10, 2019 (DS #7). 

The number in parentheses indicates the number of Die Serie events the driver has participated in this year. 

-- NOV ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1 016  Matthew Tafoya      2016 Corvette Z06                    67.319            
 2 451  Ken Sears                 2006 Cayman S                        67.852  
 3  47   Ken Richardson         2014 Porsche Cayman S             69.129  
 4  42   Alan Mitchell            2006 Porsche 911                    69.592  
 5   45  Peter MacCorquodale   2006 Cayman S                        69.891   
 6   14   Andrew Starbuck           2018 Focus ST                        71.088 
 7  210  Roland Wiele              2013 Porsche Boxster                 71.127   
 8   31   Jim Schick                2005 Crossfire                       73.723   
 9    7   Richard Gonzales          2003 Porsche 911                    73.825   
10 13   Nicole Archuleta         2013 Subaru BRZ                      75.250   
11 112 Bob Guido                 2001 BMW Z3                          73.801+1   
12   4   Monica Gualtero           2016 Mazda Miata                     76.444    
13   71 Geoff Danielson           1995 Audi S5 Avant                   76.845    
-- INT -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1  22  Robert Burrus             2018 Porsche Cayman                  64.695            
 2  88  David Fitzgerald         2016 Porsche GT4                     66.409    
 3  25  Cathie Tardy              2007 Porsche Boxster                 66.422    
 4   44  Eric Roland              2016 Porsche Cayman GT4         66.990    
 5  005 Peter Reynolds            1984 Nissan 300ZX                    67.120    
 6   51  John Viney                2015 Subaru WRX                      73.041     
 7   32  Ray Saunders              2001 Miata                           73.293   
 8  307 Jake Morrison             1972 Chevy Malibu                   75.705   
 9   28  Erik Jacobsen             MGB GT                     76.043   

-- ADV ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 1 171  George Watkins        2007 Caterham SV                     63.452            
 2  59  Randy Torbett            2009 Porsche Carrera C4C            64.325    
 3  88  Michael Barber          2017 Mazda Miata                     4.551     
 4  58  Clark Thompson         1967 Chevrolet Corvette              65.857  
 5  27  Dominic Cagliostro     2007 Mazda MX-5 MSR                  68.101     
 6  73  Walter Hollowell        1970 Triumph TR6                     68.810    
 7  10 Henry Morrison          1954 Jaguar XK 120                        76.601    

-- EXP ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 1  69 Shea Seefeldt             2000 MR2 Spider                      58.496            
 2 169  Andrew McGibbon        2000 Toyota MR2                     58.730     
 3  76  Tom Reynolds              2019 Camaro ZL1                     61.038    
 4  18  Michael Courtney          2016 Porsche Cayman GT4         62.418     
 5   67  Damian Kemm               2014 Porsche Cayman S              62.808    
 6   43  Jim Garton                2016 Scion FR86-S                    63.098     
 7   80  Larry Vaughan             2008 Cayman S                        63.444  
 8  143  MaryLou Holmes            2016 Scion FRS                       64.439    
 9   40  Jimmy Alonso              2004 Subaru STi                     64.640  
10 00  Dave Ruybal               2008 Mini Cooper                    65.201    

FAST CLASS

Expert Class # Events Points
Damian Kemm  (7) 36
Mike Courtney (5) 31
James Wilson  (3) 21
Jim Garton   (6) 20
Paul Dodd (2) 13
MaryLou Holmes  (3) 6

Advanced Class # Events Points
George Watkins (7) 38
Mike Barber (6) 23
Dave Flynn (3) 16
Randy Torbett (5) 15
Evelyn Watkins (6) 14
Rich Sanders** (2) 12
Clark Thompson (4) 9
Dominic Castigliostro  (5)   8
Karl Schaeffer** (2) 7
Vance Bass (3) 5

Novice Class # Events Points
Ken Richardson (4) 21
Alan Mitchell (5) 20
Curt Sanders** (2) 14
Joanne Williams (3)  7
Richard Gonzalez (4)  4
Roland Wiele (3)  3
Monica Gualtero (2) 2
Sandy Mayne (2) 2

Intermediate Class # Events Points
Rob Burrus (6)   44   33*
Cathie Tardie (6) 29
Jeremy Mayne (3) 15
Shannon Siderius (3) 12
Wally Allen (2) 9
*Points from placing first or second place in Novice class three times in a 
row were cut in half upon moving up to Intermediate class.

**PCA members from other regions

Although it may seem that there are quite a few significant differences between some points, and therefore some standings, there are three 
more autocrosses in the 2019 Die Serie.  As a result, the standings could change if a person runs and places well, or the persons ahead of 

them either don’t attend or don’t place well.  So watch for the changes after the back-to-back events in Farmington on September 28 & 29, 
and after the final Die Serie event in Albuquerque in November.  It’s still anyone’s chance to move up or even win their class! 

Die Serie Point Standings are compiled by Lisa Hernandez.
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Fall Colors Overnight Drive out
OCTOBER  26 & 27 2019

We will depart Albuquerque from Weck’s - location near I 25, (4500 Osuna Rd NE), 
at approximately 9AM. 
(Drivers meeting at 8:30, 
breakfast at 7:30) then,

Travel to Las Vegas New Mexico 
via I 25 - Pit Stop/coffee break 
with snacks - photo OP at BW Plus 
Montezuma inn

We will continue to Red River on 
I 25, NM 58 and US 64 and then 
NM 38. Approximately 4 .25 hours 
driving time

Check in to the BW River’s Edge

Free time to explore town of Red 
River, fi sh in the river behind the 
hotel or ride the lift to the top 
of the ski hill for some incredible 
views.

6:00PM catered BBQ dinner at the 
BW River’s Edge (BYOB)

Camp fi re and marshmallow roast/smores on the river’s edge 
behind the hotel 

Overnight and Breakfast at the BW River’s Edge.

10:00 AM departure from Red River via NM38 to NM522 thru 
Taos.

From Taos we will continue NM 518 south to La Cueva and then 
onto Las Vegas.

From Las Vegas we will return to I 25 and back to Albuquerque 
thru Santa Fe Approximately 4.5 hrs.

Space is limited so book as soon as possible but no later than October 1, 2019.  

Please RSVP to Cathie Tardy at 505-710-3295 or catardy@cpatardy.com. 

 In an effort to reduce check in time at the hotel, Cathie will book the hotel for each 
couple, who will then receive a guarantee form to complete.  Your keys and other 

information will be ready on arrival.

Cost per couple is $130 including dinner, overnight double accommodation and Breakfast.

9/11/2018 Albuquerque, NM to Albuquerque, NM - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Albuquerque,+NM/Las+Vegas,+NM/Springer,+NM/Red+River,+New+Mexico/Taos,+NM/La+Cueva,+NM/Las+Vegas,… 1/1

Map data ©2018 Google 10 mi 

10 h 10 min
598 miles

via I-25 N
10 h 10 min without trac

Drive 598 miles, 10 h 10 minAlbuquerque, NM to Albuquerque, NM

10/12/2018 Weck's to Albuquerque, NM - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Weck's,+4500+Osuna+Rd+NE+%23+100,+Albuquerque,+NM+87109/Best+Western+Plus+Montezuma+Inn+%26+S… 1/4

Map data ©2018 Google 5 mi 

4500 Osuna Rd NE # 100, Albuquerque, NM 87109
Weck's

Get on I-25 N from Osuna Rd NE

1. Head northeast toward Osuna Rd NE

2. Turn right toward Osuna Rd NE

3. Turn right at the 1st cross street onto Osuna Rd
NE

4. Continue onto San Mateo Blvd NE

5. Use the left 2 lanes to turn left onto Pan American
Frontage Rd N

6. Use the left 2 lanes to take the ramp onto I-25 N

Follow I-25 N to I-25BL in San Miguel County. Take exit 347
from I-25 N

7. Merge onto I-25 N

2 min (0.7 mi)

112 ft

131 ft

0.2 mi

177 ft

456 ft

0.3 mi

1 h 35 min (117 mi)

117 mi

Drive 487 miles, 8 h 15 minWeck's to Albuquerque, NM
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Get a FREE solar evaluation today!
505.484.2789 • PositiveEnergySolar.com

!Don’t Delay.
30% Federal Tax 
Credit Ends 2019.

START GENERATING POSITIVE ENERGY

With $0-down financing options and 25-year standard warranties, you 
can go solar and start saving money from day one, while generating 

your own clean renewable energy.

All you’ll have to do is figure out what to do with the savings...
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ROADRUNNER
MEMBERSHIP
REPORT
Marc Schwartz
Roadrunner Membership Chair
marc@mobiusdesign.com

Welcome new Roadrunners!

Whether you’re into driving or touring, autocrossing or  

tracking, wrenching or polishing, learning or socializing, 

you’re a part of something very special – the award-winning 

Roadrunner Region of the Porsche Club of America. As your  

Membership Chair, on behalf all Roadrunners, welcome! 

I’d like to be there for you. Please reach-out to me personally 

at marc@mobiusdesign.com to get answers to club questions, 

to help you get acquainted with us, to make new connections, 

or to simply say hey.    

A bit about Roadrunner Region.

As a PCA Zone 9 Region, we’re the experiential, social  

connection to everything Porsche in most of New Mexico and 

southern Colorado. With 435 primary members and some 250 

affiliates, we’re an active car club with members of all ages, 

backgrounds, and Porsche types. 

And while we do love everything Porsche, “It’s all about the

people” at Roadrtunner Region. Way back in 1967, there 

wasn’t much help or technical knowledge being shared by 

Stuttgart, so we had to get together and help each other out. 

We’ve been here for each other for over 50 years!  

Get to know Rob in Santa Fe.

Rob Ryan is our first Membership Liaison to Santa Fe and to 

points north. Rob offers a local perspective and connection. 

You can reach Rob at robreagan2@gmail.com. 

Drive with us.

This is a very active summer with many great club events 

scheduled. So, I hope to see you at one very soon. Welcome 

again, be safe on the road, and always enjoy your ride. 

Marc Schwartz

Roadrunner Membership Chair

____________________________________________________

And here’s your stats.

New Roadrunner Region Members in August, 2019

Rob Love – Placitas – 1988 924S Black

Robert Rymer – Santa Fe – 2019 718 Boxster White

Ken Sears – Albuquerque – 2011 Cayman S Meteor Grey

Cecil Stark – Albuquerque – 1999 Carrera Cabriolet Grey

Maik Thormann – Panketal, BB – 1975 911S Targa Peru Red

Roadrunner Region Members as of September 1, 2019

Primary Members  435 

Affiliate Members  251 

Total RRR Members 686 = net gain +0

Test-Drive Participants 6

PCA National Members as of September 1, 2019

Primary Members  85,803 

Affiliate Members  47,064

Total Members 132,867 

Life Members 17

SEPTEMBER 1, 
2019
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• Improved Bone densIty

• Improved posture

• Improved Balance

• Improved athletIc performance

• less JoInt and Back paIn

OsteOstrOng is nOt a gym, diet, supplement, pharmaceutical, Or a medical
treatment. OsteOstrOng is a unique place whereyOu can gOtO imprOve
yOur Overall health by fOcusing Onthe Onething we all have in
cOmmOn: a skeletal system.

call to schedule a free
consultationtoday!

Now accepting HSA & FLEX accounts

ABQ NE Heights • 505-294-8227
Cottonwood • 505-898-9476

Midtown • 505-883-8800

osteostrong.me
0001357207-01

STRENGTH • POWER • ENERGY • AGILITY 
BALANCE • POSTURE

All Gain. No Pain.
Relieve Pain Naturally

Visit Us Today!
SE Albuquerque and Santa Fe locations coming soon.
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Tech Tips from Pedro
BETTER THAN OEM

 by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA

We’ve all been told that you need to ONLY use 
Porsche (OEM) parts when replacing anything in your 
car.

For the most part that is great advice .... but not 
always!

Original Equipment Manufacturer (OEM) parts 
are specifically designed for a particular car by the 
factory to assure maximum performance and value, 
so, as a rule of thumb, it is good advice to only use 
OEM as replacement parts on your Porsche.  If your 
car is a Concour D’Elegance entry you should only 
use OEM and specific to your model and model year, 
otherwise the Judges will penalize you.

But there are some areas where the aftermarket 
products have surpassed the OEM parts.  Windshield 
Wipers is one of them.

Except for the newest models, where the factory is 
catching up with the new materials and designs, the 
windshield wipers had not changed much throughout 
their history, which, as a side story, date back to 
1903 when they were patented by Mary Anderson, 
from Birmingham, AL as a manually operated rubber 
blade-against-the-windshield contraption.  It wasn’t 
till 1922 when Cadillac made windshield wipers 
standard on their vehicles.

Windshield Wipers are 
wear items, just like 
brakes and tires and 
need to be replaced on a 
regular basis, generally 
when doing scheduled 
maintenance on the car.

Depending on the type of 
wipers (material), their 
use and general (weather) 
conditions they will wear 
differently.  As soon as 

you start to not see clearly through your windshield 
during rain or other inclement weather, they should be 
replaced.

But, now that you’re aware of the aftermarket wipers, 
which ones should you install?

Keep in mind that our cars have different windshield 
sizes and curvatures, depending on the particular 
model and model year.  On most Porsches (with very 
rare, racing, exceptions) there is a pair of blades on 
the windshield.  But those two blades may be different 
in size and in curvature, so when replacing your 
wipers with aftermarket blades check the application 
guides which will tell you exactly which two blades 
you need.

Aside from the difference in size and curvature wipers 
come in 3 general types: Bracket, Beam and Hybrid.

The bracket type is the traditional wiper with a frame 
supporting the blade.

This frame is designed to follow the windshield’s 
curvature and press the rubber blade onto the glass, 
but it is higher profile and can trap insects, road 
debris, and/or ice in its components.

The beam type uses a single strip of curved metal 
within the blade to keep the blade’s edge pressed 
against the glass.  Because they are much lower 
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profile that the bracket type they remain clear of 
buildup.  They also have an airfoil design that pushes 
the blade harder against the windshield as speed 
increases.

 

As the name implies, hybrid blades are a combination 
of the above.  They use a plastic shell that acts as 
the frame but with a lower profile.  The shell is also 
aerodynamically designed to keep the blade against the 
glass even at high speeds.

And then you have a variety of brands to choose from, 
such as Bosch, Rain-X, Michelin, etc., etc.

I personally like and recommend the Bosch ICON 
and the Rain-X Latitude (in that order).  They both 
have excellent wiper qualities but Bosch recently 
reformulated their blades with “Clear Max 365”, 
which they claim resists ozone-induced cracking of the 
material longer than the competition.  Only time will 
tell if those claims are right, but I’ll be wiping away 
rain and love bugs in the meantime.

By the way, you can get them at just about any auto 
parts store or online for less than $20.00 per blade and 
they are very easy to install by yourself.

For more information on the 2004 cars, the IMS, 
the DOF and more, please visit my website:   www 
PedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche’ing, 
Pedro

©2019 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com
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Call 954.385.0330 technolab/pedrosgarage
Florida Pre-Purchase Inspections (PPI)

technolab

954.385.0330 • www.PedrosGarage.com

We also offer: Bolt-on HP kits, ECU Chip, HID/LED 
Performance Parts, Brake Caliper Restoration & Painting, 
AX & DE Magnetic Bras and Numbers, much more.

PedrosGarage

FREE DIY tutorials
and technical info
on our website.

The IMS bearing fix: DOF

 We carry the techNOwind  clear windstop for 981

We have the technoFix
IMS bearing Direct Oil Feed
solves the lubrication issue

of the bearing affordably
fits all ‘97-’08 Porsches
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Office and Industrial Cleaning, Maid and Carpet Care Services
Four Seasons Cleaning has been serving Albuquerque and surrounding areas 

for over 30 years offering a variety of services to homes and businesses.

Michael Galaviz, Proprietor and PCA Member
   Office: 505-254-2180 • Cell: 505-489-0755

visit our website www.fourseasonscleaning.com

Carpet Cleaning Coupon
$25.00 / room - 3 Room Minimum

Combo Rooms considered as 2 Rooms

Exp.12-31-2019



34Roadrunner Ramblings September 2019

10%
Presenting Sponsor for Fiesta New Mexico 2017


