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Left Lane
Bill Kaltenbach
Region President

am typing this while in Las Cruces, on the laptop
that I used to type the first Left Lane two years
ago.  Wonder where the time went.  It has been a

great experience and honor to serve as President for
the last two years.  

We attended OktoberFiesta with the Carrera Re-
gion and as usual, it was an enjoyable event.  The
drive out this year was to Silver City for lunch and a

very cool drive through Pinos Altos, toward the
Cliff Dwellings. It is a great twisty road with little
traffic.  I took my 356 and had to pedal really hard
to keep up with the later cars.  I didn’t attend the
driving event at Arroyo Seco Raceway, but every-
one said it was a fun, two days at the track.  We
were blessed with good weather and the Banquet at
the hotel was enjoyable.

Our move to Las Cruces is going slow, waiting to
move most of our stuff until some small remodeling
is finished on the new house.  Hope to have it all
done by middle of November.

This move has really cut into the time I spend
with PCA.  I missed the Chili Cook Off, which
went off without a hitch.  I hated to miss the great
chili and the beautiful home of Steve and Ann.

As usual I have waited to the last minute
to type this, so will cut it short so I can get it
to Steve.

See you in the Left Lane!
Bill 

I
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Third Gear
Steve Waller

Editor

Note:
The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit
member and other outside submissions for space
and content.  If there is a reason to publish an ar-
ticle exactly as submitted please let us know.

or the November Ramblings, I’m down to the
last minute.  We took a few days away to the
San Francisco area to visit my daughter.  Now
it’s column crunch time.  One observation

about our trip is the cars we saw while in the Bay
Area.  The most obvious car we see out there that we
don’t see here that much is the Tesla.  A sharp look-
ing car for sure.  On a winery tour we saw a very nice
Model S in guards red.  We did see a few Porsches
around including a black 993 cabriolet parked behind
the tasting room at the Benziger winery.  From the
outside that would look like a great life.

This issue is of course dedicated to Rennsport V.
Somewhere around 20 members of the Roadrunner
Region attended this year.  Many of them supplied
pictures and stories about their experiences.  Steve
Fallon mentioned one at the cook off.  He was for-
tunate to get a parking space for his Macan S right
along the fence at Laguna Seca.  He backed it in,
opened the tailgate, got comfortable and watched
50 years of Porsche racing whizz by his front row
seat.  It’s been great talking to members about all
their experiences.  The pictures and stories should
give everyone a taste of what it was like.  

Rennsport isn’t the only story worth a few pages
in this issue. The Chile Cook Off is a fading mem-

ory for most Roadrunners who attended. For myself,
setting up and tearing down was a breeze compared
to last year.  It’s probably like performing some
maintenance on your older car for the first time
compared to doing it for the second and third times.
We enjoyed hosting the club for the evening, and
Mother Nature cooperated after a blustery day.
We’ve got some pictures of the winners and story in
this issue.  

Of course the month started out on a social note
as well, with the annual Balloon Fiesta Breakfast.
Porsche of Albuquerque put out a great buffet
spread for those eager enough to get there.  Mother
Nature cooperated here also with a gentle breeze
guiding many balloons right over the dealership.
That provided many Roadrunners with creative
photo-ops.

Racing was also on the calendar in October.
Carrera Region held its annual OktoberFiesta, and
we have a report on it and DS 10 in Deming
Thanks to James Baca for the news and pictures.

Due to the large amount of material for this issue
our member of the month well have to wait until
next month.  Pedro Bonilla returns however with
his Tech article.  This month Pedro discusses the
“Top 10 List of Don’ts”.  November is a good time of
year to take a look at your car, after a hard summer
of driving and take care of some maintenance before
winter.  It’s hard to believe this year is coming to a
close.  Check out the calendar for the remaining
events in the Roadrunner Region.

Steve Waller
Ramblings@roadrunner-region-pca.org

F
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The good times, the engine and exhaust sounds, the
smells of hot rubber and hot brakes, now have my six-
teen-year-old grandson Logan hooked on cars. After a
weekend at OktoberFiesta, a few laps in a fast Porsche,
and good times provided by our host Carrera Region
PCA, he’s determined to drive his own car down from
Albuquerque next year to participate in the DE event.

This was our first OktoberFiesta and the DE event
on Saturday, October 24th, was the definition of fun
and adrenaline. The host Carrera Region of El Paso did
an excellent job of organizing the day and staying on
schedule. Every session went off on time as scheduled
and we had a gorgeous Las Cruces day, reaching about
75 degrees and sunny. The morning was a little cool
and the tires didn’t want to do their job until about

10:30 when things started to warm up.
Roadrunner Region attendees at the DE event were

James Baca, Mike Courtney, Arthur Jarvis, Brian
LeDuc, Bruce Phillips, Heather Richard, Lee Stauf-
facher and Charles Stephens. A total of about forty cars
spread out among the four DE groups, which made for a
spacious track. Other than a few spinouts, there were
no incidents, and no cars or people were damaged.

The day ended with a fun banquet at the El En-
canto hotel, hosted by the Carrera Region. The food
was good, the company was excellent and the event
was well-organized and fast-moving.

My hat is off to the Carrera Region for hosting a
well-orchestrated and fun event. I’m looking forward to
next year.

OktoberFiesta at Carrera Region
Article and photos by James Baca
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Talk about sensory overload! Bring together over
320 Porsche race cars, from pre-A 356s up to the in-
credible 919 Hybrid that scored recent victories at the
24 Hours of Le Mans, Nürburg and the Circuit of the
Americas in Austin, Texas, combined with over sixty
Porsche drivers, current and historic, and you have the
biggest Porsche racing event in the world. Fans from
far and wide were in attendance, as shown by the num-
ber of languages in evidence everywhere.

An estimated 1500-2000 civilian Porsches
showed up as well. Throughout the weekend, It
seemed as if every other car on the Monterey penin-
sula was a Porsche.

The Porsche factory was well-represented, an-
nouncing their introduction of the brand new tur-
bocharged 911s, and bringing along several historic
cars from their museum.

A variety of races included the Gmünd Cup, with
550 Spyders, Abarth Carreras, RSKs and 356s, including

one piloted by an 85-year-old driver, who turned out to
be a real charger, showing that you don’t automatically
turn into a rolling roadblock when you get old. Our own
Bill Oaks and Bob Blackwell can attest to that!

The Weissach Cup race featured a spectacular
collection of 906s, 907s, 908s and 917s. Beautiful
cars and fun to watch. Additionally, the final race of
the IMSA-sponsored 2015 GT3 Cup Challenge was
run on Saturday.  

The 919 Hybrid, along with the GT3RSR that
competed at Le Mans, ran several demonstration laps
at speed, amazingly quick and with a sound like noth-
ing else.

A huge number and variety of Porsches filled the
infield Porsche Corral, eye candy for all to enjoy while
strolling along, and several vendors showed everything
from artwork to memorabilia to actual custom-built
and restored Porsches.

All in all a terrific event! 

Rennsport Reunion V
The Greatest Gathering of Porsches on Earth, September 25-27, 2015

by Dave Faulkner;  photo by Jules Doty
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1970 Le Mans winning 917. Willard MenNe photo.

1975 Carrera RSR. Jules Doty photo.

RSK. 
Willard 
MenNe 
photo.

1984 Le Mans winning 956. Jules Doty photo.

Rennsport V . . . Was a 10!
by Mike Suttle

M
onterey and Mazda Raceway La

guna Seca - and 
lots of

Porsches! About la
st February Paula a

nd I had decided w
e

were going to car w
eek in Monterey this year. T

he truth is I

wanted to go - and
 Paula would miss me too much if I went alone.

But then I realized 
that Rennsport onl

y come around about eve
ry

4 years and was t
o be at Laguna Se

ca this year - who
 knows

where next - and c
ar week happens e

very year. So the d
ie was

cast - we were goin
g and the tickets g

ot bought!

For months it seemed the trip would
 never get here. W

e

planned to drive ou
r Cayenne GTS ou

t, but then we were
 invited

to San Francisco fo
r a business confer

ence right after Ren
nsport

- and airfare was o
n them and the timing was right. So w

e rented

a car in San Fran a
nd off to the races!

 

Pulling in to the tr
ack the first day w

e forgot to pull ou
t our

Porsche Corral Pas
s - and were almost relegated to the

 common

parking lot. But wh
en we did pull it o

ut we were ushere
d to the

Cayenne Corral - th
ey let us park in the

 back - well we onl
y had a

Chevy Malibu - but we were
 in! 

The sounds, the sm
ell, the people, and

 the cars, oh my! It was

Porsche Heaven! F
rom the time we arrived in the 

morning til dusk

it was 3 days of rac
es, vendor visits, p

eople meeting, and watch-

ing the PCA stage 
as many interviews of p

rominent Porsche driv-

ers, management, and interesting
 folks.  And most of all literally h

undreds of rare an
d fascinating

Porsches in the pit 
area and on display

. Remarkably, a large per
centage of them actually went on th

e

track to race!  Som
e of them worth over a million dollars...

The evenings were
 spent meeting up with othe

r Roadrunner Regio
n members for dinner and

 con-

versation about the
 day - and lots of la

ughs!

All we can say is t
his was the kind o

f event that should
 be on everybody'

s bucket list to go
 at

least once - hope t
o see you at Renns

port VI!

Mike with 917

RENNSPORT V OBSERVATIONS . . .
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In the
Zone

Liz Shaw
Zone 9 Rep

ello Zone 9ers,
September in Zone 9 means Club Racing and HPDE at Miller Motorsports near Salt Lake City. Un-

like last year, the weather cooperated and both days were sunny and rain-free. The HPDE started things
off on Friday and then on Saturday morning, there were practice sessions and a (non-points) sprint race.

I helped a little with timing, after getting the sponsor banners placed in a few
areas. On Sunday, the one-hour enduro started at 10am and then the Sprint
race started at 1pm. Rocky Mountain Region members, Tommy Dean and Joe
Bank, won in GTC4 and GTC5, respectively, and Intermountain Region mem-
ber Darrell Troester won in GTC3. In the Sprint race, the winners were:
GTC5, Joe Bank; GTC3, 1st place – Darrell Troester; 2nd place – Chris Vivolo;
and 3rd place – Mark Kemp. And during the awards presentation in the after-
noon, Joe Bank was presented with the “Workers Choice” award. Congratula-
tions, Joe!   

Just a few days after returning from Salt Lake City, I headed to Monterey for
Rennsport Reunion V and had a wonderful time! I’ve attended the last 2

Rennsports and this one was by far the
largest and most spectacular. I volunteered
at the PCA Hospitality Tent on Friday and it was a great place to be to see
many PCA friends. During the day on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, PCA and
PCNA featured several speakers and I got to listen to the talk on the new
991.2 Turbo, witness the winning of the 60th Anniversary Club Coupe, and
to listen to (former and current) Porsche racers.

There was so much going on all over the track that it was impossible to see
and experience everything but I did watch a lot of racing from my two fa-
vorite spots: the stands at Start/Finish, and the Corkscrew. If you were not
one of the 57,000+ attendees this year, be sure to plan on attending the next
Rennsport. Even if you were at RRV this year, do plan on attending the next
one!   

The weekend after Rennsport, I joined many Roadrunners (and a couple
of Alpine Mountain Region members) for the Balloon Launch Party at
Porsche of Albuquerque. The dealership is perfectly situated for viewing the
balloons and this year, we were treated to lots of balloons moving above the
dealership. PofA has been hosting breakfast and coffee for us for several years
and it’s well-appreciated. 

Coming up for me in late October is Carrera Region’s OktoberFiesta and then in November, I’ll head to On-
tario, CA, for PCA’s Tech Tactics West. And in between those events, I hope to attend a few other Zone 9 Re-
gion events.

Hope to see many of you somewhere in the Zone!

Liz Shaw, Zone 9 Rep

H

Enduro Winners

P of A Balloon Party

Roadrunner Ramblings November 2015
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2015 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Please Note: Starting in October, membership meetings will be held the second Tuesday of each
month. The address for Board Meetings is: Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 8600 Academy
Road NE, on the corner of Academy and Moon. The meetings will start at the regular time, 6:00 PM.  

Don’t forget to attend the Weekly Lunch, every Wednesday at 11:15, and the Monthly Lunch, last Sunday
of every month, 9:00 am, at the Owl Cafe, 800 Eubank Bl. NE.  The Monthly PCA Breakfast, the second
Saturday of every month, at the Golden Corral, has been discontinued.

November 
Tuesday, November 10 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church
Saturday, November 14 Ladies’ Luncheon Paula Sears’ home
Thursday, November 19 Meet & Greet El Bruno’s Restaurant
Saturday, November 21 Die Serie No. 11 Autocross Sandia Speedway

December
Saturday, December 5 Christmas Party Sandia Casino
Tuesday, December 8 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church
Sunday, December 6 Christmas Toy Drive Butterfield Jewelers

Roadrunner Ramblings November 2015

Membership Entitles You to Website Access!
To access the password secured website for this club, www.roadrunner-region-pca.org,

you need a login and password.
Send your email address, any password you want me to use, and your PCA

registration number to: webmaster@roadrunner-region-pca.org and we will set up your
account and notify you immediately.

An alternate email address to reach the webmaster  ann@mulhernadvertising.com

The Roadrunner Region is looking for some mem-
bers who might have a 3/4 ton truck or larger.  The re-
gion has a bumper-pull trailer that we use for autocross.
The trailer is a dual axle and weighs about 3000 lbs.
The member and truck would be needed to tow the
trailer from the storage lot in Abq. to an autocross site
nearby. The trailer would need to be at the event by
7:30am and would need to be picked up and returned
in the late afternoon. If you would be able to drive
and tow our trailer we would be eternally grateful. Call

Bill Kaltenbach at 465-0057, James Wilson at 228-5233, or Vance Bass at 270-3700.

Truck Wanted:
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The Annual Roadrunner 
Christmas Celebration!
Open to all Members! Seating is limited, so 

RSVP early to Marsha MenNe, mmilmen@gmail.com

Sandia Casino, December 5, 2015, 6:00pm-10:00pm. Dinner $35.00 per person. Menu to be determined.
Spend the night at the reduced room rate of $179.00 + tax if you call the Casino and reserve a room by
November 13, 2014.  Call 1-877-272-9199 or locally call 798-3930 and request the Roadrunner
Porsche Club Party rate.

A Hot Time for All . . .

Story and photos Steve and Ann Waller

THIS IS NO ORDINARY POT LUCK DINNER. This is the Roadrunner Region annual Chile Cook-
off.  Competition, old family recipes, bragging rights, and prizes were on the line at this years event.  Steve and
Ann Waller hosted the evening buffet of delectable dishes.  The Saturday afternoon blustery weather gave way to
to a beautiful evening on the patio in Alameda.  About 35 members brought their red and green chile creations
for everyone to sample.  Enchiladas, green chile stew, salsas, red chile meatballs and desserts with chile all com-
peted for hot food receptors in every bite. Voting was done by the placing of a pinto bean in a cup of the dish
each member wished to vote for.  Votes were tabulated and the winners were announced to the group.  This year,
prizes were purchased from artists at the Balloon Fiesta Arts and Crafts fair.  The winners were: Hottest dish,
green chile enchiladas from Delores Season; Red chile dish, red chile posole from Marsha MeNee; Green chile
dish, Green Chile Mac and cheese entered by Heather Richard; Dessert: red chile chocolate cake from Lisa Her-
nandez, and the Peoples’ Choice award to Paula Sears for her red chile meatballs.  Everyone had a great time. Let
the entree planning begin for next year.

Lisa Hernandez & Michael Galaviz

Heather Richard

Mike Rothman & Sandy Squires

Lisa Hernandez

Marsha
MenNe

Paul Teske & Marcia IsbellPaula Sears
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This is a flyer for a benefit car show. Entry is a frozen turkey per vehicle to be distributed to needy
families this Thanksgiving.  The show will be held at 1912 2nd St NW at the Rio Bravo Brewery on Saturday,
November 7th.  Take a look.

They are asking for RSVPs so that they can reserve spots and be prepared.  It is their first car show.  RSVP
can be given to Anchor Built, Inc. at 342-2452.

Thanks,
Michael Galaviz
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Ballot for 2016 Board of Directors 
PCA Roadrunner Region Board of Directors

All active, family active and affiliate members may vote in the region election. Ballot
must include your current membership number. Lapsed members’ votes will not be

counted. Ballots must be mailed individually.

Cut out this ballot and mark your choices, fold in thirds, tape shut, stamp and mail.
Please, only one ballot per member.

All ballots must be received on or before November 20, 2015, to count in this election.
Results will be announced at the Christmas banquet.

You must include your PCA membership number

n
n

President:Mike Suttle

Vice President: Vance Bass

n
n
n

George Watkins

Mike Courtney

Harry Season

n
n
n

Paul Teske

Steve Fallon

James Wilson

n
n

Secretary:Willard MenNe

Treasurer:

Enthusiast of the Year

Kim Harmon Driving Instructor of the Year

Family of the Year

New Member of the Year

Worker of the Year

Event of the Year

Executives 
Check box.

Members at Large 
Pick six.

Region Awards
These are traditional awards recognizing excellence and service to the club. Please write in your
preferences below. 

Mail to: Roadrunner Region PCA, P.O. Box 92113, Albuquerque, NM 87199.
Ballots must be received on or before November 20, 2015, to be counted in this election.
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RENNSPORT V OBSERVATIONS . . .

Dave Stinchcomb at Rennsport

As you pulled up to L
aguna Seca (Dry La

ke) Race Course, th
e marquee said for all t

o see "World's

Largest Gathering o
f Porsches".  You k

new this was something special - 350
  Porsche race cars

,

1500 other Porsch
es (mostly PCA people) 

and 60,000 specta
tors

The course is two m
iles long with eleve

n turns.  A large 5 s
tory hill is on one s

ide of the course.

The  cars come down this hill in a
 tight series of S cu

rves.  It is called th
e "Corkscrew".  Yo

u must

walk up the hill to s
ee the cars drop 5 

stories.

You could pay extr
a to park in a Porsc

he Corral.  The larg
est Corral was for 9

11's.  Imagine two

football fields full o
f 911's!  Other Cor

rals had fewer Pors
ches, but 40 911G

T3 RS's in a row is
 a

sight to see.
You could pay extr

a to take 2 Parade 
Laps.  A hundred c

ars went out at noo
n all three days.  I

was one of them.  It would take 25 
tries for me to get the corksc

rew just right! 

The pits were open
 and it was the larg

est collection of Po
rsche race cars, tra

ilers, monster tow

vehicles, transporte
rs and motor homes I have ever seen

.  You just go up an
d walk around the

cars.  No ribbons k
eeping you out.

It was hot.  The Ca
lifornia coast is coo

l but go inland just 
20-30 miles and it’s 30 deg

rees

warmer.  Hats, sunscree
n, H20, and ear plu

gs were a must.  Like most road courses, y
ou can't see

the cars go all arou
nd from one spot.  When a 918 or 919 w

ent out for a demonstration series o
f

laps, it was followe
d 300 yards behind

 by a GT3.  On the 
3rd lap, it had lapp

ed that GT3.  What a

thrill!
Every Porsche exh

ibitor you ever hea
rd of was there.  Ea

ch had a t least on
e tent and many had

large tents with 5-6
 cars on display wi

th their products.

I volunteered to he
lp PCA for 3 hours 

one morning.  I helped w
ith a display of vari

ous PCA

members's cars in a spe
cial grass area.  I g

ot a t-shirt, a poste
r, and all the H2O I

 could drink.  The

local PCA people d
id a wonderful job.

I spent 3 days at th
e track.  I arrived w

ith headlights on.  Y
ou hold up your tic

ket and workers

scan it thru the win
dshield.

On top of all the tra
ck events, I attend

ed a 67-73  911S  
25th Anniversary d

inner.  Bobby Raha
l

spoke at the 911S 
dinner and gave a 

great speech.  I als
o attended a 356 R

egistry Reunion wit
h

250 cars and food 
too.

My bucket list is now
 shorter.  Ask me questions as this

 report is a brief ov
erlook.  Rennsport

 VI

will be again in 3-4
 years, probably at

 Laguna Seca.  See
 you there!

Dave Stinchcomb

The next Meet & Greet will be Thursday, Novem-
ber 19th, at 6:00pm, at  El Bruno's Restaurante' y
Cantina, 8806 4th St. NW, Los Ranchos. Obvi-

ously, the menu is New Mexican cuisine.

You can take a look at elbrunos.com. The restaurant is
south of Alameda and just north of the 4th street
bridge that goes over Paseo del Norte. There is plenty
of parking on the north and east side of the building.
Please RSVP to mmilmen@gmail.com by Wednesday,
Nov. 18th.
El Bruno’s Restaurant and Cantina
8806 4th St NW, Los Ranchos, NM, 897-0444

November Meet & Greet
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RENNSPORT V OBSERVATIONS . . .

Jules Doty’s Impressions
The cars just went on and on and I never got tired of looking or walking. 

n Walking through the 
paddock and seein

g Norbert Singer w
alking

alone and getting t
o walk up beside h

im and exchange a fe
w pleas-

antries while we wa
tched a 962 roll ou

t to pre-grid. Stand
ing there with

the man responsible for 
what is arguably th

e most dominant sports car

of modern history was 
a surreal moment for me.

n The LeMans winners in the 
paddock were incr

edible and I took a
d-

vantage of arriving
 as soon as the gat

es opened to take 
pictures with as

few people around
 as possible. The la

st day, Sunday, wa
s finally graced

with Monterey’s trademark fog and it gave
 the quiet paddock

 a wonder-

ful quality, as I moved from place to place taki
ng pictures that tur

ned

out great because 
there was no direct

 sunlight to create 
shadows and

lines.
n The autograph ses

sion, that I waited i
n line three separat

e times

for. There were 25+
 drivers at each ses

sion and they were
 always differ-

ent! It was well wor
th the wait and I en

ded up getting ove
r 50 auto-

graphs including H
ans Herrmann, Derek Bell, Ja

cky Ickx, Vic Elford
,

Jochen Mass, Jurgen Barth, 
and so many modern winners, incl

uding

two from this years overall L
eMans win, Nick Tand

y and Earl Bamber, as

well as my favorite ex-F1 dri
ver, Mark Webber.

n Social media has really affe
cted how we can e

xperience the even
t

and get multiple perspectives
 in real time. It was lots of fun

 for me to post to Twitter
, Instagram,

and Facebook as w
ell as use Periscop

e to see Tommy Kendall, Justin B
ell and Porsche pro

vide

live web feeds arou
nd the track sites. 

The icing on the ca
ke was posting pic

tures that got “likes
”

from Leh Keen, Neel Ja
ni. Andrew Davis a

nd Earl Bamber.

n Lastly, I got to visit
 one-on-one with P

atrick Long, “our” d
river, as he is the o

nly American

Porsche works driv
er. He drove three d

ifferent cars on trac
k as part of races a

s well as constantly

hustling around to 
all sorts of Porsche

 driver duties. 

It was my first big Porsche 
event and I can’t re

commend it highly enoug
h to my fellow P-car

lovers. As I came home, I think the memory that might have meant the most to me was getting to

know my fellow Roadrunne
rs a little bit better.

 Being invited by G
arry Wolf to join the group

 for din-

ner on Saturday nig
ht really made me feel like I was fina

lly in the club.

Jules

Photos by Jules Doty
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Butterfield Jewelers will again host the
annual Toys for Tots toy drive at their
San Pedro location.
The event will be
held on Sunday
December 6th.
Shine your car and
bring a toy.  But-
terfield Jewelers,
2411 San Pedro NE.

Butterfield’s Annual Toy Drive

Balloons, Burritos and Porsches
Story and photos Steve Waller

TThe 2015 Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta
went into Launch Mode on the first Saturday of Octo-
ber.  For New Mexico region Roadrunners that meant
getting up early and heading to Porsche of Albu-
querque. The folks at the dealership had hot breakfast
burritos and coffee waiting to warm us up.  The Balloon
Fiesta is the most photographed event in the world.  A
perfect day for flying brought hundreds of hot air bal-
loons in to the air.  Light wind currents from the west
favored the balloons heading right over our location.

It couldn’t have been better.  In between munching on
burritos and gawking at balloons members were able to
ogle the new and used Porsches at the newly completed
dealership remodel.  Of course, many Roadrunners were
sporting shirts from Rennsport the prior weekend.  And
random conversations frequently drifted on to the fun
at Rennsport.  The Balloon Fiesta breakfast is a great
way to see our friends and get the day started off on the
accelerator.  Thanks to Porsche of Albuquerque for
their hospitality and breakfast. 
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Membership 
Report

Paul Teske
Membership Chair    

Iwould like to welcome the new and transferred-in members to the Roadrunner Region.  I invite all the member-
ship to “try us on” at one of the many club events scheduled soon at a local venue near you! You can find the
schedule of upcoming events on page 11 or the Roadrunner website at www.roadrunner-region-pca.org.

Region Standings for September, 2015
Total Members: 609; Primary Members: 363; Affiliate Members: 246. Transfers in: Jason G. Funderburk, from
Smoky Mountain Region, 1999 911 Carrera; Brett Hancock, from Golden Gate Region, 2001 Boxster S; William
E. Jackson, from Carrera Region, 2012 Cayenne.

New Members
Mike Butcher, 2003 911 Carrera; Grant Davis, 2001 911 Turbo; William Moore, 2003 911 Turbo.

We hope to see you soon at a regional or national event!  Please be safe in your travels.  We will see you soon at
one of our many scheduled events!

Roadrunner Ramblings November 2015
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You CAN enjoy a 4-color printed 
copy of Roadrunner Ramblings
every month by ordering it here!

It’s easy!  It should cost less than $10, plus shipping.
1. Go to your computer.

2. Enter www.magcloud.com.

3. Set up an account with a credit card.

4. Search for Roadrunner Ramblings and you’ll see all the 2015 issues (soon).

5. Browse the issues and select the issue you’d like to have a beautiful 

hard copy of.

6. Fill out the order form.

7. Our copy arrived about a week later, and it’s gorgeous!

Important Documents 
available in the Members 
Only section of the website.

n Current Roadrunner Financials
n Minutes from All Board Meetings
n Current Membership Directory
n Region Deadlines and Information

If you Don’t have a Login & 

Password Please contact the 

webmaster to set you up!

We Need Your Photos

and Stories!

Ramblings is always looking for PCA
members’ contributions!  Got anything
you think might be interesting? Send it
in to Ann Mulhern at 
ann@mulhernadvertising.com. or Dave
Faulkner at dfaulkner251@comcast.net 
We’d love to see it!
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Porsche 910.  Photo by Jules Doty

Roadrunner Ramblings November 2015
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Phil Ganderton photo.
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On the way to Rennsport. Steve Fallon photo.
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Tech Tips from Pedro

Top 10 List of Don’ts
by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA

I thought I’d put to-
gether a quick “top
10” but it hasn’t
been quick at all.
This has taken seri-
ous thinking, to put
them in order and to
pick the top 10.

No. 10 
Don’t drive on worn tires
Make sure you regularly inspect your tires, and especially
look at the inside edge which, because of the negative
camber in our cars, tends to wear quicker. Worn tires

can be very danger-
ous especially when
wet since they loose
their capability of
pumping out water
and can easily hy-
droplane and lose ad-
hesion to the road.

No. 9 
Don’t drive with the wrong psi
It’s almost as bad as driving on worn tires. Make sure to
check the tires’ pressure often and adjust accordingly.

On new cars there’s a
warning light to remind
you, but on older cars
you need to make it a
habit. The correct psi
should be shown on a
sticker inside one of the
door frames.

No. 8
Don’t try to $ave using cheap gasoline
By using a lower and cheaper grade
of gasoline than the one recommended 
by Porsche, you may think you’re saving 
money, but in the long run the car will 
consume more gallons per miles driven, 

throwing your “savings” out the window.
The recommended gasoline grade is specified in your
owner’s manual and/or next to the gas cap.

No. 7
Don’t put oil in your coolant
It’s very easy to mistake (if you’re color blind) the
coolant cap and the oil cap especially in a Boxster or
Cayman where they are side-by side. The oil cap is al-
ways yellow and the coolant is blue. People who re-
move both caps at once could easily make the
mistake. If you do mistakenly put oil in your coolant,
the whole system needs to be flushed and replenished
with new coolant.

No. 6
Don’t put coolant in your oil
I know at least of half a dozen cases in the last couple
of years where someone has put coolant in the oil or
vice-versa.  If coolant is
mixed with the oil by mis-
take, the oil needs to be
drained, filled with fresh oil,
run for a few minutes and
drained/filled again.
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No. 5
Don’t go over 5,000 mi. without an oil 
& filter change
The new synthetic oils can certainly go well over 5,000
miles without breaking down, but the only (cheap)
way of “looking” inside your engine is by inspecting

your oil filter and carefully
looking to see if there are any
metal particles embedded in the
filter’s paper folds.  At our shop
we always cut and spread out
each and every oil filter ele-
ment that we replace and then
we carefully inspect it under a
strong light source, with a mag-
nifying glass and a magnet. A
small amount of aluminum par-
ticles are normal and come
from regular use.  What you

don’t want to see are shards, strands or large chips or
any ferrous particle (attracted by the magnet) which
are indications of unhealthy wear.

No. 4
Don’t go over 2 years without a
brake flush
Because brake fluid is very hygroscopic (water absorb-
ing) it will pull in water molecules from the air,
through the brake lines and into the brake fluid.  As

we all know, liquids are very hard
to compress and that’s why brake
fluid is a liquid.  But when water
mixes in as soon as the fluid’s tem-
perature reaches 212 ºF the water
boils and becomes water vapor
which is now a gas and is easily
compressible.  When this happens
your brakes become mushy and the
pedal feels like it wants to go down
to the floorboard.

No. 3
Don’t go over the recommended
service mileage
Porsche recommends specific service intervals for each
particular car.  Make sure you know your car’s service
intervals and stick to them.
The services performed at each interval makes sure
that your car runs in optimal condition and therefore
saves you money in the long run.

No. 2
Don’t overlook an “idiot” light
First, make sure that they are all working by testing
them regularly.  If one of them is not working then
when it needs to warn you of that issue you won’t
know. To test the
“idiot” lights
switch on the ig-
nition and look
at the dash
lights. They
should all mo-
mentarily light
up.  If some don’t
their bulbs may be burnt.

No. 1
Don’t overlook your IMS
If you have a “wasserboxer” (water-cooled flat-6) from
1997 through 2008* you could have an issue with your
IMS (intermediate shaft) bearing. The good news is

that there
now is a
final fix
for the
IMS bear-
ing mal-
ady.  It’s
called the

DOF (Direct Oil Feed).  Contact us for details.
(*) except Turbos and GT3s.

If you follow this list of 10 don’ts you and your car will
be happy for a long time. To learn more about all of
these technical topics and more, please visit my web-
site at: wwwPedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche’ing,
Pedro

2013 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com
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