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Left Lane
Bill Kaltenbach
Region President

t’s already February 2015 and I’m happy to say
that we’re off to a good start for this new year.
We have our 2015 Calendar of Events done and
thanks to James Wilson, a good Autocross sched-
ule with 11 Die Serie events.
Fiesta New Mexico in Santa Fe and Taos this

year is devel-
oping into an
exciting
event. Most of
the schedule
outlined on
the registra-
tion form is
confirmed.
We are work-
ing on adding
some addi-
tional enter-
tainment and
the possibility

of a guest speaker.  The block of reserved rooms
will be pulled the 23 of March, so it is important to
make your reservations in Santa Fe and Taos as
soon as possible.  The sooner you sign up for Fiesta
New Mexico, the easier it will be for us to prepare
for the event.

Thanks to Marsha for a suc-
cessful Meet and Greet at the
Range at Bernalillo.  It was well
attended and the food was great,
as usual.  Don’t forget The Febru-
ary Meet & Greet on the 19th.
Mike Suttle is arranging for a

monthly breakfast at Golden Cor-
ral on San Mateo on the second
Saturday of each month.  We’ll
meet at 8:15 am, have buffet
breakfast and then possibly go to
Cars and Coffee on Jefferson.  I
hope to see everyone there.  We
will have an update on Fiesta

New Mexico at
breakfast in February.
Our first Au-

tocross of the year
will be a Frostbite at
Route 66 on February
7.  We will hope for
good weather and I
am planning on run-
ning my Spyder.
The February

Board Meeting will
be back at the Cherry
Hills Library, 6:00 pm
on the 10th.
See you in the

LEFT LANE!     
Bill

I
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Second Gear
Steve Waller

Editor

Note:
The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit
member and other outside submissions for space
and content.  If there is a reason to publish an ar-
ticle exactly as submitted please let us know.

hat’s more exciting than driving your
Porsche on a beautiful Saturday morning?
Driving your Porsche to a gas station, gas

gauge on empty, filling your friend with premium
and the total charge is $24.00!  Thats what I  did in
late January.  I paid $1.78 for premium and totally
enjoyed the rest of my drive.  Gas has been so ex-
pensive for so long, I don’t actually remember ever
filling a tank for so little cash.  Living in New Mex-
ico we are reminded how falling oil prices impacts
our state revenue.  So we have to live with the bad
and the good.  The good is seen at the gas pump, and
for now I’m good with that. 
Last month in this space I mentioned a new car

delivery to the Roadrunner Region, Phil Gander-
ton’s Cayman GTS.  This month another extraordi-

nary car was delivered to a region member.  At Cars
’n Coffee on January 10th there was some buzz about
the potential of a Porsche 918 making an appear-
ance.  Before too long an exotic low slung dream car
glided into the parking lot and said hello.  It was one
of 918 cars Porsche has built of this revolutionary
design and powertrain.  A Roadrunner Region mem-
ber has taken ownership of this hybrid fantasy come

true.  Let’s hope he joins us for some Region driving
fun.  Congrats!
In January I had a total car experience attending

the Barrett-Jackson car auction and extravaganza at
Westworld in Phoenix.  If there is such a thing as car
overload this event is it.  Classic cars, mostly domes-
tic but some foreign, elevate car restoration to an art
form.  I took some pictures and included some notes
in this issue of Ramblings.  
Speaking of classic cars seeing the light of day

this issue also has a story I found on Yahoo a while
back.  A huge collection of European cars was dis-
covered on a farm in France.  Talk about a barn find.
This was like finding the whole herd.  Even consid-
ering the exposure the cars endured for 50 years, the
Euro style has been preserved.  Thanks to Yahoo
autos for permission to reprint this article.  
Region driving fun reminds me that starting in

February Roadrunner friends can gather together on
Saturday mornings once a month for breakfast.  For
those who plan in advance, 2015 event calendar is
in this issue.
Our interview article returns this month with a

chat with region vice president Mike Suttle.  
In the Tech department, Pedro weighs in on the

idea of replacing air with nitrogen in your tires.
Check it out.
There is lots going on in the car world, here lo-

cally and around this globe.  We have tried to cap-
ture a bit of it in February Ramblings.  Enjoy.

Steve Waller
ramblings@roadrunner-region-pca-org

W
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In the
Zone

Liz Shaw
Zone 9 Rep

ello Zone 9ers,
The PCA Club Race series results are

in and there were several Zone 9 members
who had podium finishes: Paul Gutowski,

GT3, 3rd place; Andy Wilzoch, GTA2, 1st place;
Alan Benjamin, GTC1, 1st place; Andre
Nieuwenhuizen, GTC2, 2nd place; and Joe Bank,
GTC5, 1st place. Congratulations, all! 
And we have another winner from Zone 9:

Raleigh Fehr from Intermountain Region, won one of
the Germany trips that was raffled off last fall. 
Many of the Zone 9 Regions have lots of events

planned for this year. Here are a few highlights:

H
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Nationally, Parade 2015 in
French Lick, Indiana in
June.
http://parade2015.pca.org.

Region’s 35th anniversary
party, autocrosses, tours, so-
cials, etc. http://wtx.pca.org. 

Autocrosses, drivers’ educa-
tion, tours, club race, socials,
tech sessions, etc.
http://rmr.pca.org.

Fiesta New Mexico,
www.fiestanewmexico.com,
autocrosses, tours, socials,
tech sessions. www.
roadrunner-region-pca.org.

Drivers’ education, club race,
autocrosses, tours, rallies,
socials, etc.
www.irpca.org.

OktoberFiesta, tours,
socials, etc. http://
carreraregionpca.org. 

AMR’s 40th anniversary party
in April. Get details for this
and other events at
http://amrporsche.com.

Llano Estacado Region hosts its monthly
breakfasts in Amarillo, TX. Meet them on the
first Saturday of each month at Furr’s Cafeteria,
8:30am CST.

Escape to Rushmore in late September – early
October. Check www.pca.org for updates.
Rennsport Reunion V – Laguna Seca, CA –

October 9 – 11, 2015
http://www.mazdaraceway.com/porsche-

rennsport-reunion-v 
Hope to see you at a Porsche event soon!

Liz Shaw
Zone 9 Rep
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R O A D R U N N E R  
R E G I O N Member Profile

RRR: Before we talk about your car life . . . what other lives do you lead?

Mike: I’m retired from the Marine Corp.  First as an enlisted man, then I went back
to school then back to the Marines as an officer.  I’m a registered investment advi-
sor.  We have over 500 clients.  I have a 3rd degree black belt in karate.  Right now
I’m going through the Tap-Out XT program for 90 days.  I’m trying to keep from
getting old.

RRR:  Was there anyone who was a car influence in your life?  

Mike: My dad.  When I was three years old he let me sit on his lap and steer the
car.  It was probably a 1950 Chevy.  I drove a new ‘62 Chevy across Canada when I
was 14 years old.  It was quite the thrill.

RRR:  Other than Porsche, any other cars you owned that were special?

Mike: My first car was a ‘65 red VW with a gold racing stripe.  Then bought a ‘65 Chevy SS Impala. That car
could go.  It was probably good I didn’t drive it much.  Then went on to a ‘65 VW van.  Since that time I have
nearly always owned a van.  Currently I have Lexus, a Cayenne, a 914 and a 911 Turbo.  

RRR:  What was the first Porsche you purchased?

Mike: My first Porsche was a 914.  I bought that around 1993, for $1000.  The tires were flat, but the color was
right, tangerine orange.  The motor was blown.  It took a couple years but Russ Kelso rebuilt the motor, a couple
of times.  

RRR:  Any experiences with the first car that stick out?  

Mike: After I got the engine rebuilt and the car repainted I took a drive in August to northern California with
my dog. I had been taking care of my mom and when she passed away I needed a road trip.  In the heat of August
the dog and I went through the Mojave desert with no air conditioning.  We came back down the coast on Route
1 to Santa Barbara and back from there.  We survived.  

RRR:  How many speeding tickets have you gotten?  

Mike: I’ve only had one that I had to pay a fine…wait, two. Well, maybe three.  The only one that counted was
in Illinois.  I paid the fine: $50.

RRR:  Is there a new model Porsche that would look good in your garage?

Mike: I’m really happy with what I’ve got.  I am pretty impressed with the new GT3.

RRR:  How long have you been in the Roadrunner Region?

Mike: I was a member from about 1994 until 2000.  Then again in 2010 until now.

RRR:  Do you attend Porsche Parade or other big car events?

Mike: We went to Parade last year in Monterrey.  That was great.  I go to some local car shows.

RRR:  Any advice for new members of the club? 

Mike: Come to our new breakfast event the second Saturday of the month.  The  first date will be February 14,
at Golden Corral on San Mateo at 8:15am.  

Interview by Steve Waller

This month we talk to Mike Suttle 
Vice-President, Roadrunner Region, PCA 
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by Justin Hyde
(Reprinted by permission, Justin Hyde)

From Corvettes to Aston Martins, the rising prices commanded by classic cars — especially unrestored, mostly
original examples — has created a goldmine for those who hunt for old vehicles rotting away unattended in some

barn. Recently, a French auction house revealed a discovery it called the King Tut of barn finds; a treasure trove of
60 European cars, including a rare Ferrari missing for decades, that had been slowly decaying in western France.
The Artcurial auction house says the cars belonged to a shipping magnate, Roger Baillon, who collected fine

vehicles in the 1950s as part of a plan to build his own museum. When his business faltered in the 1970s, he sold
off roughly half of his cars and simply left the rest parked in various states of exposure; some were in fully en-
closed garages, but many were slightly protected from the elements by corrugated tin lean-tos.
"This was somewhere between a metallic graveyard and a museum," said Pierre Novokoff, a senior specialist at

Artcurial. "Nature had taken a hold, over the years. Ivy had invaded a car and entirely covered its wheel, while
weeds had taken root in a passenger compartment as easily as in a
greenhouse. In places, the sheets of corrugated iron were resting di-
rectly on the cars.”
And about those cars. The most valuable is the one that's also

been the most sheltered, albeit covered in books and papers — a
1961 Ferrari 250 GT SWB California
Spyder that once belonged to actor
Alain Delon. Only 37 were built, and
a well-cared-for example fetched $15
million in August at Gooding &
Co.'s sale in Pebble Beach. Parked
nearby was a Maserati A6G Gran
Sports with coachwork by Frua, one
of only three made. Baillon's tastes

ran to other high-end models — Talbot-
Lago, Hispano-Suiza and Bugatti —
often picking cars with custom coach-
work and other amenities.

Artcurial will sell the cars on Feb. 6 at its Retromobile sale,
and while many will need extensive restoration judging by the
photos provided above, many will likely find buyers willing to

spend a multiple of
what they will
likely pay at auc-
tion bringing them
back to life. When
the Egyptians
buried King Tut, at
least they knew
they were locking
him up with rooms
full of treasure.

Sixty Classic Cars Unearthed After 50 Years in Massive Barn Find
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he New Mexico Roadrunner Region of the  PCA
is excited to host the 41st consecutive Fiesta New
Mexico, May 21 through May 24, 2015.  We are

inviting all of you to join us for a true southwestern
experience in the spectacular beauty of New Mexico.

Santa Fe and
Taos are located in
Northern New
Mexico at an alti-
tude of 7,000 ft.
with high sub-
alpine tempera-
tures ranging from
40 to 95 degrees in

the summer and 34 to 50 degrees in winter. Santa Fe
is our first destination, with a renowned art scene,
great shopping and wonderful restaurants. Taos is
home to Mable Dodge Luhan, Kit Carson, Millicent

Rogers and the historical Taos Pueblo.
Bill Oaks and Bob Blackwell, known for their great

New Mexico Drive-Outs, have planned some unfor-
gettable drives through the beautiful mountains in the
northern part of the State.
John & Elaine Rheinschmidt, our most experienced

and creative rally team, will head up our Taos rally.

Dave Stinchcomb and Joe Almers will organize
our concours and
lunch at the spec-
tacular Taos Coun-
try Club.
The kickoff will

be Thursday, May 21
in Santa Fe, head-
quartered at The
Lodge at Santa Fe.
Friday, the 22nd, we
will caravan on a spirited drive on the high road to
Taos.  Our headquarters in Taos will be at the Sage-
brush Inn.  Built in 1920, it still retains much of its
rustic charm, while having been remodeled to provide
modern, comfortable, clean accommodations, includ-
ing indoor plumbing.
This Fiesta will be a casual New Mexico experi-

ence, so reserve a little extra space in your Porsche for
your cowboy
boots. We’ll be
2-steppin’ to
live music at
the Sagebrush.
Mark your

2015 calendar
for May 21- 24 and let us show you our beloved “Land
of Enchantment”.

Bill & Suzy Kaltenbach, Co-Chairs
riofresco@aol.com

Joyce & Larry Hooper, Registrar
4700 Westridge Place NE
Albuquerque, NM  87111
505-296-8912

Fiesta New Mexico 2015
Santa Fe & Taos, New Mexico

T

Sagebrush Inn, Taos

The Lodge at Santa Fe

Downtown Taos

Taos Pueblo
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The Lodge at Santa Fe: Reservations 1-800-529-5700
Double Or King $95.00 + Tax

Sagebrush Inn, Taos: Reservations 1-575-758-2254
Room rate includes full breakfast.
Courtyard Rooms – King $137.00 + Tax
Courtyard Rooms – Queens $137.00 + Tax
Historic Fireplace Rooms $157.00 + Tax
Studio Suites $167.00 + Tax
Junior Suites $177.00 + Tax
Deluxe Fireplace $197.00 + Tax
Executive Suites $217.00 + Tax 

Accommodations and Price List

Ask for Roadrunner Porsche Club Rate. Room block ends March 23, 2015

Fiesta New Mexico 2015 Registration
Registrant                                                                  Co-Registrant                                   
Jr. Registrant, Call Registrar, 505-296-8912.        Address
City                                              State       Zip                Phone                             Email 
Is this your first Fiesta?   Y    N           Your Car: Year             Type                         Body Style 

Registration Fee includes: Name Badge, Denim Shirt, Ice Breaker (Santa Fe), Welcome Reception (Taos),
Concours Lunch, Saturday Night Mexican Buffet.

Registrant: $185; Co-Registrant: $185; Awards Banquet: $55/person; Late Fee after March 22: $25
Total Enclosed: $                              .   Men’s Shirt: S     M     L     XL      Women’s Shirt: S     M     L     XL

All fees required in advance.  PCA Membership not required. Make checks payable to Roadrunner PCA.
Mail registration and check to:  Joyce Hooper, 4700 Westridge Place NE, Albuquerque, NM 87111, 505-296-8912.

Rio Grande Gorge Bridge, Taos
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2015 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
The address for Board Meetings from now on, unless otherwise indicated:
Cherry Hills Library, 6901 Barstow St. NE, on the corner of Harper Road and Barstow Street, one block east of
Wyoming. The meetings will start at the regular time, 6:00 PM.  

February
Saturday, February 7 Frostbite Autocross Rt. 66 Casino
Tuesday, February 10 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Saturday, February 14 Second Saturday Breakfast Golden Corral, San Mateo
Thursday, February 19 Meet & Greet Heimat House
Saturday, February 28 Zone 9 Presidents Meeting El Paso, TX 

March
Saturday, March 7 Drivers’ School Rt. 66 Casino
Saturday, March 7 Ladies’ Luncheon Location TBA
Sunday, March 8 Die Serie No. 1 Autocross Rt. 66 Casino
Tuesday, March 10 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Saturday, March 14 Second Saturday Breakfast Golden Corral San Mateo
Thursday, March 19 Meet & Greet Location TBA
Saturday, March 28 Drive-Out Location TBA

April
Saturday, April 11 Tech Session / Wheels Location TBA
Saturday, April 11 Second Saturday Breakfast Golden Corral, San Mateo
Tuesday, April 14 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Thursday, April 23 Meet & Greet Location TBA
Saturday/Sunday, April 25/26 Die Serie No. 2 & 3 Autocross Sunray Casino, Farmington

May
Saturday/Sunday, May 2/3 Driveout Taos*
Saturday, May 9 Second Saturday Breakfast Golden Corral, San Mateo
Saturday, May 9 Tech Session /Concours Preparation Location TBA
Tuesday, May 12 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Thursday-Sunday, May 21-24 Fiesta New Mexico Santa Fe/ Taos
Sunday, May 25 Die Serie No. 4, Fiesta Autocross Taos

June
Saturday, June 6 New Member Luncheon Mike Suttle & Paula Sears
Sunday, June 7 Die Serie No. 5 Autocross Sandia Speedway
Tuesday, June 9 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Saturday, June 13 Second Saturday Breakfast Golden Corral, San Mateo
Saturday & Sunday, June 13 & 14 Drive-Out Pie Town / Winslow
Thursday, June 18 Meet & Greet Location TBA
Sunday-Saturday, June 21-27 Porsche Parade French Lick, IN

Roadrunner Ramblings February 2015
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July
Saturday, July 11 Die Serie No. 6 Autocross Sandia Speedway
Tuesday, July 14 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Thursday, July 18 Meet & Greet, Santa Fe Location TBA
Saturday & Sunday, July 25 & 26 Driveout Safford, AZ, Hwy 191*
August
Saturday, August 8 Die Serie No. 7 Autocross Rt. 66 Casino
Tuesday, August 11 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Friday & Saturday, August 14 & 15 Porsche Werks Reunion Carmel Valley, CA
Thursday, August 20 Meet & Greet Location TBA
Sunday, August 23 Corrales Roundup Casa de Stinchcomb

September
Saturday & Sunday, Sept. 5 & 6 Hwy. 191 Drive-Out Safford, AZ
Tuesday, September 8 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Friday-Sunday, September 11-13 President’s Drive-Out Location TBA
Saturday/Sunday, September 19/20 Die Serie No. 8/9 Autocross McGee Park, Farmington
Saturday, September 26 Chile Cook-Off Steve & Ann Waller
Friday-Sunday, September 25-27 Rennsport Reunion Monterey, CA

October
Saturday, October 3 Balloon Breakfast Porsche of Abq.
Tuesday, October 13 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Saturday, October 17 Ladies’ Luncheon Location TBA
Thursday, October 22 Meet & Greet Location TBA
Friday-Sunday, October 23-25 Oktoberfiesta Carrera Region Las Cruces
Sunday, October 25 Die Serie No. 10 Autocross Las Cruces

November 
Tuesday, November 10 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Thursday, November 19 Meet & Greet Location TBA
Saturday, November 21 Die Serie No. 11 Autocross Sandia Speedway

December
Saturday, December 5 Christmas Party Location TBA
Sunday, December 6 Christmas Toy Drive Butterfield Jewelers
Tuesday, December 8 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library

Roadrunner Ramblings February 2015
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You CAN enjoy a 4-color printed copy of Roadrunner 
Ramblings every month by ordering it here!

It’s easy!  It should cost less than
$10, plus shipping.
1. Go to your computer.

2. Enter www.magcloud.com.

3. Set up an account with a credit card.

4. Search for Roadrunner Ramblings and 
you’ll see all the 2014 issues (soon).

5. Browse the issues and select the issue 
you’d like to have, a beautiful hard copy of.

6. Fill out the order form.

7. Our copy arrived about a week later, and 
it’s gorgeous!

Roadrunner Ramblings February 2015

Photo by Vance Bass
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Come join Roadrunner Region
racers as we conquer another au-
tocross course. Autocross is a great
way to become a better driver and
get the most out of your Porsche. If
you are new to autocross come out
and observe. If you want to take a
shot at the course, instructors are
available for a ride along trip. Of
course volunteers are always
needed at our autocross venues.
This year we will stick to a firm
registration and course walk time.
Course will be posted here

when available. 
Note: All PCA sponsored

races are indicated. All SCCA
Race days are published solely
to inform our members and in
no way does PCA incur any lia-
bility if you participate in these
race days.

Autocross 
2015

Fr
os

tb
ite

 #
1
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Membership 
Report

Paul Teske
Membership Chair    

Iwould like to welcome the new and transferred in members to the Roadrunner Region.  I invite all the member-ship to “try us on” at one of the many club events scheduled soon at a local venue near you! You can find the
schedule of upcoming events on page 14 or the Roadrunner website at www.roadrunner-region-pca.org.

Region Standings for December 2014
Total Members: 595       Primary Members: 350       Affiliate Members: 245      No transfers in or out for October.

New Members
Frank Blackmoon, ‘13 911 Carrera S; John Hamilton, ‘12 Cayman; Matt DiGregory (car info unavailable)

I would like to extend an enthusiastic welcome to the new members! We hope to see you soon at a regional or
national event!  Please be safe in your travels.  We will see you soon at one of our many scheduled events!

Roadrunner Ramblings February 2015

The 918 draws a crowd
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January Meet & Greet at the Range

February Meet & Greet at the Heimat House

The January Meet & Greet at The Range was
good –– good food, good service, and great people. 37
of us showed up and took over the Lizard Lounge.
The chocolate crème brulé is so good that even Bill

Muir cheated on his long-term healthier diet to have

one along with Willard and me. (I think they put
something addictive in it!)  It's been a while since
we've seen John Calcott and Karen Wike so it was
great that they joined us.  This evening was a wonder-
ful start to our 2015 RRR year.

The February Meet & Greet is at the Heimat House
Restaurant and Beer Garden, February 19th (Thursday)
at 6:00 pm.  The restaurant is located at 6910 Mont-
gomery Blvd, NE, ABQ. (That's on the SW corner of
Montgomery & Louisiana, behind "Listen Up" and
"Spins".) German food and German Beer; what more
could German car enthusiasts want?  They have 32 Ger-
man beers on draught and a lengthy wine list.  There is
ample parking behind the restaurant - turn off Georgia
which is the street just west of the restaurant. There will
be separate checks, free parking, good beer, good food,

and wonderful people.  How could you say “no” to that?
See you at the Beer Garden!

by Marsha MenNe

NEW MONTHLY EVENT!
Second Saturday Breakfast at Golden Corral, 5207 San

Mateo NE, just north of McCloud. The first breakfast will be on
February 14th - yes, Valentine's Day! What could be a better way
to start that day! If you don't have a Valentine come anyway! 
There will be a short program and 2015 Porsche Fiesta update

from our President –– and just a flat out Porsche style good time!
Hope to see you there - meeting about 8:15 - then on to Cars

and Coffee? 
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wenty acres of fine automobiles,
memorabilia, automotive vendors and probably
100,000 car guys and gals were on hand just one
day during the Barrett Jackson Car Auctions in

Scottsdale in January.
The day itself was
Scottsdale beautiful
with temps in the
70’s.  I had been to
the auction about
five years ago and was
impressed then.  This

year the event had
grown by 4-5 times
what it was then.  All
the major US and
some foreign car man-
ufacturers had new car
displays with interac-
tive customer kiosks.
Porsche, however,

was not well repre-
sented.  The auto-
motive memorabilia
filled a range from
gas station signs and
gas pumps to a full
size Big Boy statue
(my wife wanted
it).The cars are
mostly American
muscle, some vintage and recent race cars, some for-
eign, some classic cars back to the early 1900’s.  All
displayed and represented like works of art.  One of the
newer forms of this art is the resto-mod.  Here a classic

body and chassis is outfitted
with a modern engine, mod-
ern electronics and driver
and passenger comforts.  I
saw some late 50’s Chevys
and Chevy Corvettes outfit-
ted like this and they were
spectacular.  Despite the
many hours we spent on the
grounds, we probably saw

only about one third of the total
event.  For anyone in the club I
would suggest a multi day visit.  
According to Barrett Jackson,

over 1,611 were sold during the week
totaling over $130 million dollars.
The auction also brought in over
$6.5 million in memorabilia sales.
The top car sold was Carroll Shelby’s
personal Cobra 427 Super Snake at
$5.1 mil-
lion.  From
the results
docket on

the website the top selling
Porsche was a 1986 930
Turbo, Rinnspeed modified
for $165,000.  A 1988 911
Turbo sold for $115,500.  A list of all the Porsches sold
and the selling price will be posted on the Roadrunner
Region website.  It was a great few days in the Phoenix
area. Make sure you bring comfortable shoes.

A Barrett Jackson Experience
Story and photos by Steve Waller

T



28Roadrunner Ramblings February 2015

In late 2012 when Porsche announced that factory
support of the 997 RSR platform was coming to an end
it marked the beginning of a sea change in US sports
car racing for
Porsche fans.
The Grand-
AM/ALMS
merger was play-
ing out and
long-time Chief
Engineer of Fly-
ing Lizard Mo-
torsports (FLM),
Craig Watkins,
announced his
retirement.
Shortly there-
after, FLM-
dropped the
RSR from their
line-up and ran
a two car season
in GTC.
Then, as the 2013 season wound down, and the

final races of the ALMS and GRAND-AM series
waved their last checkered flags, Flying Lizard and-
Porsche parted ways after a 10-year partnership.
Porsche racing fans everywhere were devastated.

Flying Lizard Motorsport Is Coming
Home To Porsche, Sort Of
Late last week Flying Lizard Motorsport announced

they're returning to Porsche, as part of an expansion in
their ongoing racing efforts. While not an official
Porsche development partner, as they were in the past,
FLM will field two customer cars in the Pirelli Porsche
GT3 Cup. The team expects to run the full season,

consisting of eight races, beginning March 6-8 at Cir-
cuit of the Americas.
"After looking at several race series, we felt the

Pirelli Porsche
GT3 Cup had
something very
unique to offer
both teams and
drivers," said
Law. "Our his-
tory with
Porsche goes
back to day one
of our program,
and our fans
haven't let us
forget it. We en-
joyed great suc-
cess with
Porsche and
look forward to
running them

again. It's a proven race machine, and perfect for all
types of racers. Not only do we want to allow cus-
tomers to race in a professional environment, but have
a strong package for the best chance of development
and success. Through this series, we hope to provide
just that, and we're excited to get started."
To be clear, this isn't like before. FLM and Porsche

aren't partnering up like they did before. That race has
already been run. Instead, FLM is focusing on manag-
ing and supporting customer cars in an effort to make
them competitive. Something they are uniquely posi-
tioned to do given their past experience. Could it be a
way to rebuild a relationship with Porsche as well? Of
course. However, I wouldn't expect any massive
changes anytime soon.

Time to Dust Off Your Flying Lizard Motorsports Gear

My recent visit to Porsche of Albuquerque showed impressive progress on
the expanded showroom.  The new showroom footprint will eventually
be for Audi.  During the next phase of construction both brands will
move to the newly constructed showroom while the Porsche showroom is
expanded as well.  Behind the scenes the service area of the dealership is
also being upgraded and expanded.  It will be exciting to have a new
larger Porsche dealership.  The construction is now slated for completion
in May 2015.  Ramblings will keep you updated.

Update: Progress at Porsche/Audi of Albuquerque

Story and photo by Steve Waller

Contributed from FlatSixes.com by RRR Member John Rheinschmidt
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Tech Tips from Pedro

Nitrogen or Air in the Tires?
by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA

If it hasn’t happened to you already, when you pur-
chase and mount a new set of tires on your car, you will
likely hear from the tire shop: “Nitrogen is better than
air for your tires” and, “We offer the nitrogen-fill op-
tion at only $$” (generally $5 - $20 per tire).
For many years now, nitrogen has been used to fill

aircraft tires, including the Space Shuttle’s and also
tires on race cars, but its use on street cars is relatively
new and somewhat controversial.
The tire shop will tell you that nitrogen in your tires:
• Improves steering.
• Improves handling.
• Improves braking.
• Reduces the chance of tire failure.
• Dramatically slows pressure loss from permeation.
• Improves fuel economy.
• Reduces tire oxidation.
• Eliminates interior wheel corrosion.
• Reduces running temperatures.
• Decreases false alarms and activation of your 
TPMS (tire pressure monitoring system).

As with most marketing there is a little truth to it
but the rest is mostly hot air!
Nitrogen molecules (N2) are larger than oxygen

molecules (O2) so therefore, pure nitrogen will perme-
ate the walls of your tires less than oxygen molecules.

But by how much?
Well, a nitrogen molecule measures roughly 300 pi-

cometers while an oxygen molecule measures 292 pi-
cometers.  That’s only a 2.6% difference in size. One
picometer is one trillionth of a meter (1 m /
1,000,000,000,000).
Consumer Reports did a study in 2006 where they

measured pressure loss of nitrogen-filled vs. air-filled
tires over a one year period.  They took 31 pairs of
all-season automotive tires (H and V speed rated).

One tire of each pair was filled to 30 psi with air, the
other tire from the pair was filled to 30 psi with ni-
trogen.  All 31 pairs were then set aside, outdoors for
12 months.

Their conclusion was that nitrogen does reduce tire
pressure loss over time (12 months), but the reduction
is only 1.3 psi.  
Air-filled tires, originally filled to 30 psi lost 3.5 psi

over a one year period.  
Nitrogen-filled to the same starting pressure of 30

psi lost 2.2 psi over the same period.
More importantly ALL tires lost pressure, so con-

sumers should check their tire pressures routinely re-
gardless of the gas used.
The air around us, in our atmosphere, what we

breathe and what is in most automotive tires is a mix-
ture of gasses. 
Air = 78% nitrogen + 20.95% oxygen + 1% other

gasses ( 0.93% argon, 0.038% carbon dioxide, trace
amounts of other gases and a variable amount of water
vapor).
So, already all of the above claims are not true by

78% because going to pure nitrogen will only replace
22% of the tire’s internal volume.
The claims of improved steering, handling and

braking, as well as reduced chances of tire failure and
improved fuel economy are true for properly inflated
tires regardless of the gas used to fill them. 
Then there’s the claim regarding the reduction of

internal tire oxidation because nitrogen is inert and
oxygen is corrosive.  I don’t think any of us have ever
replaced a tire that had internal rubber decay because
of oxygen corrosion.  Although it is partly true –oxy-
gen is corrosive-, your tires will wear out many times
over before oxygen starts to damage the rubber mate-
rial.  If this claim were true and oxygen causes rubber
corrosion that quickly, what about the outside of the
tire?  It is exposed to 22% oxygen even if you have
pure nitrogen on the inside!
Some people also will tell you that tires filled with

nitrogen don’t change pressure as much with heat as
those filled with air, or that tires filled with nitrogen
run cooler than those with air and that’s why most race
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cars including F1, Indy and NASCAR all use it.
Again, not true.  
At the temperature (150 – 250ºF) and pressure (25

– 45 psi) thresholds found in racing tires, both air and
nitrogen will act as “ideal gasses”, meaning that they
will react exactly the same to temperature and pres-
sure.
The real reasons why most race teams use nitrogen

gas in their tires are:

Oh, I almost forgot.  There are those who claim
that since nitrogen is lighter than air you’ll save weight
and have better performance.
OK, so let’s analyze this one, I mean, less unsprung

weight is good, no?
The weight difference between oxygen and nitro-

gen is less than 3%, but let’s take the full 3%.
One 255/40/17 summer tire holds approximately

13.88 liters (0.5 cu.ft.) of air at 2 bar (29.4 psi).
One liter of air is roughly equal to 1 gram so there

are roughly 13.88 grams of air per tire, 55.52 grams in
all 4 tires.  Nitrogen is 3% lighter than oxygen, but

there’s only 22% oxygen in air, so the difference in
weight from all 4 tires is 0.3664 grams, that’s a whop-
ping one third of a gram! 
Here’s the math: 55.52 gr x 0.03 x 0.22 = 0.3664 gr
To put it in perspective, one official ping pong ball

weighs 2.7 grams.
So, in essence, filling your tires with nitrogen won’t

hurt anything and will provide some minimal benefits.
But, is it worth it?
Absolutely ... if you go to Costo or other shops

where it’s a free service with your new tires.
But paying an average of $10.00 per tire is ab-

solutely not worth it. 
Furthermore it may give you a false sense of security

where you won’t regularly inspect your tires.  Remem-
ber, even filled with pure nitrogen your tires will lose
pressure over time.
For more information about tires, and how to fix

them, fill them, and more, please visit my website at:
www.PedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche-ing,
Pedro

• Nitrogen is an inexpensive, non flammable gas 
that can be transported safely in high-pressure 
bottles.

• Nitrogen is dry (no water vapor).
• Racing teams strap nitrogen bottles onto their 
tents’ legs to hold them down.

• Nitrogen tanks nearby allows them to fill or    
adjust tires and to run their pneumatic tools 
without the need for an air compressor which  
requires electric power (generator).
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