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nn and Steve, what a beautiful setting you
live in!  I had no idea there was such a
desirable area east of the Rio Grande in
the North Valley.  Thank you so much for
your hospitality and making this year’s

Chili Cook Off a great success.  I was pleased to
hear of the possibility you would be willing to host
it again next year.

I talked to Bob Blackwell about Dr. Phil’s
Fahrvergnügen Drive-Out, and he gave it a double
thumbs up.  Good job, Dr. Phil. Sorry I missed it.  If
you do it again next year I won’t miss it.
As I write this, the Carrera Region’s OktoberFi-

esta is this weekend, October 24 -26.  I understand
there are quite a few Roadrunners attending, in-
cluding myself.  Suzy can’t make it so I will stay
with Bill Oaks.  It is always a fun event with the
opportunity to get some hot laps at the Arroyo
Seco track.
Tommy’s Drive Out and Meet and Greet at Blue

Corn, in Santa Fe, turned out to be another great
event.  The weather gods were on our side, the fall
colors were just right and somehow Tommy got
lucky, we got a free run through part of the drive

(no slow drivers to hold us up) which made for a
fun spirited drive.
Although we drive some of the finest cars made,

from time to time they let us know they are not
flawless machines, as Michael, Paul, Bob, Harry’s
colleague from Maine (Ruth) and Joe have recently
experienced.  Fortunately everyone but Joe (tranny
problems) is back on the road, and in most cases
our local Porsche Dealer has been helpful in resolv-
ing these issues.
Fiesta New Mexico 2015 in Santa Fe and Taos is

falling into place.  Everyone in both locations has
been extremely helpful and cooperative.  Thursday
night, May 21, will be at The Lodge in Santa Fe and
the next three nights will be at the Sagebrush Inn
in Taos.  We hope everyone will join us for a true
northern New Mexico experience. The Fiesta Web-
site and Registration form are available this month. 

Since last month I discovered that my ‘58 sun-
roof coupe, which hasn’t run for 20 years, won’t
start.  Although I finally got the engine freed up, it
appears there are some internal problems I need to
deal with. Time for a rebuild.

See you in the LEFT LANE     
Bill

Left Lane
Bill Kaltenbach
Region President

A

Arizona panorama.  Michael Galaviz photo

Hannagan Meadow Lodge, Alpine, AZ.  Michael Galaviz photo
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First Gear
Steve Waller
Editor

Note:
The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit
member and other outside submissions for space
and content.  If there is a reason to publish an ar-
ticle exactly as submitted please let us know.

Roadrunner Ramblings November 2014

f you were to think of how you would define the
word culture as it relates to Porsche, what types of
words would you use?  History...engineering...in-

novation...competition...evolution...stubborn...fam-
ily...excellence, probably many more.  I
am still a newcomer to the
Porsche world and culture.  I
learn more about the culture just
visiting with and observing mem-
bers of the Roadrunner Region.  For
instance, in our region and probably
most others, part of the culture is de-
fined by longevity and camaraderie of
the members.
In terms of the Porsche brand there

is no better place to absorb and learn
about the culture than the national mag-
azine, Panorama.  Every month when it
arrives I quickly take the plastic mailer off
and peruse the contents for an overview.
Two of my favorite monthly features are
"Street Talk" and the "Letters to the Editor".  For in-
stance, in Street Talk in September was a short article
about on-board computers in cars and their ability to
collect all sorts of information about how the car is
driven.  GM admits it may use the data for whatever
it wants.  GM may even sell a "sanitized" version of
the data.  Wow!  Think about that the next time you
drive to Parade doing 112mph for three hours.  The
letters to the editor contains many intelligent and an-
alytical entries, many debating the controversy of the
month.  
In the September issue of Panorama several Road-

runner members are prominently featured in the arti-
cle on Parade.  The full page, suitable for framing
picture on page 57 features cars being driven by Harry
Season, Dennis Ledbetter, and Bruce Phillips in that

order.  The picture is not credited but Harry was quick
to point out exactly when and where the picture was

taken.  On page 66 there is another picture
of Bruce's car and also the car owned by
Bill Muir.   In the same issue of Pano is a
great article on the annual Pikes Peak In-
ternational Hill Climb by Roadrunner
Region member Sean Cridland.  Sean
profiles this one of a kind race and the
multi year efforts of Alpine Mountain
Region member Fred Veitch to con-
quer the mountain.  I had the good
fortune of meeting Fred at  the Zone
meeting in January.  A great Porsche
enthusiast and a great story by
Sean.  By highlighting activities of
the club, and featuring a member
interview monthly I'm hoping to
capture at least a small sample of

the Culture of the Roadrunner Region.
This month’s member feature is on Heather

Richards.  I didn't know Heather well, but we met on
a Friday afternoon at El Pinto for a conversation.  Al-
though Heather admits she is not a competitive per-
son, after she saw autocross she found her own reasons
to participate.  Pedro's Tech article goes to the au-
tocross track with advice to add a few more horses.  I
hope you enjoy this issue of Ramblings.

Steve Waller
ramblings@roadrunner-region-pca.org

I
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R O A D R U N N E R  
R E G I O N Member Profile

RRR: Before we talk about your car life ... what other lives do you lead?
Heather: I grew up in Albuquerque.  My dad was in the Air Force.  I lived in Kentucky for about eight years, got
a degree in art with a speciality in print making.  Later I went back to school for a degree I could make a living
doing.  I have a degree in limnology, which is the study of fresh water.  I work at Sandia Labs and do project man-
agement and oversee the chemistry labs. I've owned and ridden horses most of my life.  I currently have a Ten-
nessee walking horse.  She's my moneypit.

RRR: Was there anyone who was a car influence in your life?
Heather: Absolutely not.  My parents owned Minivans.  I have a history of
dorky cars.  Mike has been the biggest influence because he’s into cars.  
RRR: Other than your Porsche, any other cars you owned that were special?
Heather: I had a ‘78 GMC Jimmy in college: a great big Kentucky SUV.  
RRR: What was the first Porsche you purchased?
Heather: A 2008 Cayman.  We found it on Craigslist.  The owner worked
on base.  I had driven my husband Mike's Corvette, and it has power and
handles nice, but the Cayman is classier and more refined.  The Cayman is a
daily driver.  Mike and I car-pool to work.   
RRR: Any experiences with the
Cayman that stick out?

Heather: Every year we go to Nevada to drive at the Spring Mountain
Track. It's a Ron Fellows Corvette Performance track.  We take the
Cayman because it's a better highway car.  At the school between
classes they have let me drive the Porsche on the track. 
RRR: What inspired you to be an autocross competitor?
Heather: I have no idea.  We went to a Frostbite autocross to watch,
it looked like a lot of fun.  We signed up for the next one and we were
hooked.  A character building experience.  I've kept the car stock, no
modifications, just a second set of tires.  My parents and family don't
know what to say.
RRR: How many speeding tickets have you gotten?
Heather: Just two, but both in my 2004 Saturn. None in the Porsche.
RRR: Is there a new model Porsche that would look good in your garage?
Heather: A 918.  Really, a 2010 Cayman S.
RRR: Do you attend Porsche Parade or other big car events?

Heather: Fiesta this past May.  We're going to the
NASCAR race in Phoenix in November.
RRR: How long have you been in the Roadrunner Re-
gion?
Heather: 2 years. Beginning of 2013
RRR: Any advice for new members of the club?
Heather: The club is a lot of fun.  There are so many ac-
tivities ... something for everyone.

Interview by Steve Waller

This month we talk to Heather Richards

Roadrunner Ramblings November 2014



8

Safford, Arizona Driveout

Roadrunner Ramblings November 2014

The early-Fall weather was splendid for the Octo-
ber 11-12 driveout, and the small group of 11
club members in seven cars seeking two days of

fahrvergnügen were keen to start early on Saturday.
Three other cars were unable to make it due to last
minute issues, and they were certainly missed. 
Heading south on I-25 we stopped in Socorro and

Truth or Consequences then turned west toward our
far off destination and the first mountain section. Un-
fortunately just out of Hillsboro the road was closed
due to a road washaway caused by
recent heavy rains. Undaunted we
turned at Hillsboro and headed for
Silver City via Deming. The added
miles made for a longer day, but
everyone took it in stride. 
A hearty lunch was provided at

the Jalisco Café in Silver City, then
we headed up to take Highway 78
into Arizona--our first real taste of
“Porsche country” and driving pleas-
ure. Toward the end of this road
there’s a section where it descends
the crest of a ridge: you can see the
road winding along the top of the

ridge, drop-offs on either side, as you push for a little
more speed…wonderful!
Our detour led to concern we would be late for din-

ner, but fortunately Arizona is an hour ahead of NM
and we had ample time to get ready and walk to dinner
at the Copper Steer Steakhouse. Not a place for veg-
ans… After a long day and great food, everyone
headed back to the hotel for rest and recovery. The
real driving was still to come!
Everyone was raring to go come Sunday morning

Notes from the weekend, words and photos by Phil Ganderton

Together in T or C before the mountains begin.

At the Morenci copper mine overlook — the “start” of Hwy191.
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and we made good time out of Safford toward the
largest open-pit copper mine in North America at
Morenci. Although Highway 191 starts quite a bit

south of Morenci,
the real driving
pleasure starts as
we leave the mine
overlook.
Highway 191

begins with tight
turns, too many to
count. It’s easy to
imagine there are hundreds of turns in the 90 miles to
Alpine where we turn back into New Mexico. The
group stopped three times, to catch our breath and
share the joy of pure Porsche driving pleasure. 

Back in NM we lost an hour and
had a late lunch at Ella’s Café. Green
chile cheese burgers pretty much all
round, and although the electricity
went out throughout the town, the
gas was still burning on the grill. 
After lunch the parade of

Porsches headed north through Que-
mado and the El Malpais to finally
meet the Interstate.
Every participant and car re-

turned home safe, after two days
and 800 miles of great weather, wonderful driving
and the best of PCA companionship. Like they say
about shampoo: wash, rinse, repeat – we’ll be doing
this again in 2015!

Driving along Highway 191.

At a pullout in El Malpais.

Another stop on Highway 191.

A beautiful day in New Mexico
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A perfect Saturday evening weather-wise
led to a fun time for Roadrunner Region members at
the Annual Chile Cook-Off.  Hosts Steve and Ann
Waller tackled the high bar of past events for their
first effort at this gastronomic indulgence.   Over 40
region members attended and brought their most
treasured edible creations.  The Wallers’ patio coun-
ters were totally covered with appetizers, enchi-
ladas, pastas, stews, chips and salsa, sliders, and
desserts.  Everyone enjoyed the North Valley am-

biance and of course the red and green chile dishes.
Since it is a Chile Cook-Off there must be some
winning dishes voted on by the region members.
Here are the winners: Hottest Dish: Paula Sears,

green chile mac ‘n' cheese; Green Chile Dish: Peg
Baca, guacamole; Red Chile Dish: Bob Blossom,
enchiladas; Dessert: Bonnie Clark, red chile-spiced
flan (yum); and Best of Show: Yvonne Teske for
her chile blanco soup.  The recipes we get will be
posted on the Roadrunner Region website.   

Annual Chile Cook-Off

Pineapple, Cucumber and 
Avocado Salsa
(Adapted from Vegetarian Times)
Makes 3 cups
Vance Bass

1 cucumber, peeled, seeded and diced
1/2 small pineapple, peeled, cored and
diced, plus more for juicing
2 green onions, thinly sliced (1/4 cup)
2 green chiles, roasted, peeled, seeded and
diced (or more, if desired)
1 8-oz. avocado, peeled, seeded, diced
1 tsp salt (optional)

Stir together pineapple, green onions and
chiles in medium bowl. Squeeze additional
pineapple to extract 1/4 cup of juice. (If
doubling recipe, use lime juice instead.) Stir
in juice and avocados. Season to taste with
salt, if desired. Let stand 5 minutes before
serving. 

Per 1/4 cup serving: 36 cal., <1g protein, 2
g. total fat, 5g carb, 0 mg cholesterol, 2mg
sodium, 1g f7ber, 3g sugars.

Chile Blanco
Yvonne Teske

1 lb. dry white beans (Great Northern)
soaked overnight and rinsed

6 cups chicken broth (or 3 cans Campbell’s
soup)
1 tsp. chicken stock base or 1 cube bouillon
1 tsp. salt
2 onions chopped  (I use dried minced
onion)
5 – 8 cloves garlic minced, if desired
7 -8 oz. diced green chilies  (I use a carton
of frozen chopped hot green chili, thawed)
2 – 3 tsp. ground cumin
2 tsp. cayenne pepper (or Bueno red pow-
der)
4 cups cooked diced chicken (I use a whole
cooked deli chicken)
1 c. sour cream  (it's best not to use light
sour cream) 

shredded Monterey Jack cheese for garnish
chopped green onions for garnish
chopped cilantro for garnish
chopped tomatoes for garnish

Combine beans, salt, broth, dried onions
and chicken stock base in crock pot.  Add
enough water to fill the crockpot.  I cook
mine on High for about 8 hours, or until
beans are tender (this can be different de-
pending on your crockpot).  Add garlic,
green chilies, cumin, cayenne (or red) pep-
per and chicken to bean mixture.  Simmer
another 30 minutes.  Add sour cream.
Serve with shredded cheese, green onions,

cilantro and/or chopped tomatoes for op-
tional garnishes.

Green Chili Cheesy 
Macaroni Corn Casserole
Paula Sears

Make in a medium sized crock pot
2 c dry macaroni
2 cans corn, do not drain
2 cans cream style corn
1 stick butter
1/2 c milk
1 1/2 - 2 c cubed Velveeta cheese
Green Chili, chopped - heat & amount is
up to your taste. For cookoff I used about 2c
of hot, fresh roasted.

Put all ingredients in crock pot, Stir often.
Cook about 3 hours on high until macaroni
is done. Add chili in the last 30 minutes.
This recipe is also good with no chili in it.
A potluck favorite.

For a family sized amount, the recipe can be
cut in half, and can also be baked in the
oven at 350 for aprox 1 hour, stirring often.
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In the
Zone

Liz Shaw
Zone 9 Rep

ello Zone 9ers,
Miller Motorsport in September means

PCA Club Racing and the weekend was lots
of fun! It was nice to see

some friends from Colorado and
folks from Intermountain Region.
There were also drivers from Ne-
vada, California, and Arizona. 
Saturday consisted of practice

and DE groups, plus a sprint race
and enduro. If you’ve never been to Miller, you gotta
go! It’s a huge track and you can see just about the en-
tire track from the shaded outdoor seating area, above
the garages. I was in the control
room and able to hear the com-
munication between PCA, the
track officials, and corner workers. 
For the enduro, I handed

Pirelli hats to the class winners:
GTC3, 1) Darrell Troester; 2)
Chris Vivolo; 3) Karsten Nossack;
GTC4: Russ Timmons; GTC5: 1)
Joe Bank; 2) Annand Sharma. 
Sunday it rained off and on al-

most all day. By the time the
Super Sprint got started, the track was very wet and
there was standing water in several areas. The GT
classes started out with 7 cars but by the end of the
race, there were only 2 drivers left. Everyone was driv-
ing fairly slowly and the drivers who didn’t change to
rain tires had to go even slower. In GTC5, Annand
Sharma finished ahead of Joe Bank.
The next weekend after the Club Races, I traveled

to French Lick, Indiana, for Parade planning. I’d
never been to that area of the country before and the
drive from Louisville, KY, to French Lick, gave me a
sense of the countryside: miles of green meadows and
leafy trees! The resort in French Lick consists of two
hotels, the French Lick Springs Hotel and the West
Baden Springs Hotel, and PCA will take over both
hotels next year. The managers were extremely wel-

coming to us and they’re very excited to host Parade
in June. I went to the regional airport where the au-
tocross, Drive & Compare, and Street Survival

School will be held and it was
very exciting to see all the space
we’ll have! We’ll be able to use
the runway and the taxiway for
our events. 
On Saturday, we were taken

on a tour of the entire property
and we were very impressed with the elegance and
beauty of both hotels. Concours prep will be accom-
modated in the indoor tennis courts and the concours
will be held in the nearby golf course. The
Time/Speed/Distance and Gimmick Rally Chairs
spent time on Friday and Saturday, getting ideas for
their respective events. The resort is going to be a
wonderful location for Parade 2015.  
And then the NEXT weekend, I joined lots of

Roadrunners at oh-dark-hundred for the Balloon Fi-
esta launch party at Porsche of Albuquerque. The
dealership has been very generous and supportive of
our Region for many years and they had coffee, juice,
muffins, and breakfast burritos for us on Saturday
morning. The weather was perfect and we saw hun-
dreds of balloons rise into the sky for the Mass Ascen-
sion. It was great to visit with fellow Roadrunners and
get caught up on how they spent their summer. 
Still to come in October is Carrera Region’s Okto-

berFiesta in Deming and Las Cruces, NM, and then in
November, Roadrunner Region will host their Die
Serie Finale at Motiva Speedway.
Last year, I thoroughly enjoyed PCA Tech Tactics

West in Ontario, CA, and I plan to attend again this
year. The tech sessions were very informative and it
was great to see old friends and meet new PCA mem-
bers. Registration should open in October so watch e-
Brake News for more info.
Hope to see you in the remaining months of 2014!
Cheers!
Liz Shaw, Zone 9 Rep

H
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CTC3 Winners

CTC4 Winner

CTC5 Winners

Photos by Jeremy Rosenberger
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2014 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
The address for Board Meetings from now on:
Cherry Hills Library, 6901 Barstow St. NE, on the corner of Harper Road and Barstow Street, one block east of
Wyoming. The meetings will start at the regular time, 6:00 PM.  

November
Tuesday, November 4 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Thursday, November 6 Meet and Greet M’tucci’s Kitchina
Saturday, November 15 Die Serie Number 11 Motiva Speedway
Saturday, November 22 RRR Ladies’ Tea Figments Tea Shoppe
Saturday, November 29 Drive Out To be announced

December
Tuesday, December 2 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Sunday, December 7 Holiday Toy Drive Butterfield Jewelers
Saturday, December13 Awards Banquet / Holiday Party Sandia Resort & Casino

Roadrunner Ramblings November 2014

B Coupe in Carmel. Photo by Bill Muir
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he New Mexico Roadrunner Region of the  PCA
is excited to host the 41st consecutive Fiesta New
Mexico, May 21 through May 24, 2015.  We are

inviting all of you to join us for a true southwestern
experience in the spectacular beauty of New Mexico.

Santa Fe
and Taos
are located
in North-
ern New
Mexico at
an altitude
of 7,000 ft.
with high
sub-alpine
tempera-
tures rang-
ing from 40

to 95 degrees in the summer and
34 to 50 degrees in winter.
Santa Fe is our first destination,
with a renowned art scene, great
shopping and wonderful restau-
rants. Taos is home to Mable
Dodge Luhan, Kit Carson, Mil-
licent Rogers and the historical
Taos Pueblo.
Bill Oaks and Bob Blackwell, known for their great

New Mexico Drive-Outs, have planned some unfor-
gettable drives through the beautiful mountains in the
northern part of the State.
John & Elaine Rheinschmidt, our most experienced

and creative rally team, will head up our Taos rally.

Dave Stinchcomb and Joe Almers will organize
our concours and lunch at the spectacular Taos
Country Club.
The kickoff will be Thursday, May 21 in Santa Fe,

headquartered at The Lodge at Santa Fe.  Friday, the

22nd, we will caravan on a spirited drive on the high
road to Taos.  Our headquarters in Taos will be at the
Sagebrush Inn.  Built in 1920, it still retains much of
its rustic charm, while having been remodeled to pro-
vide modern, comfortable, clean accommodations, in-

cluding indoor plumbing.
This Fiesta will be a ca-

sual New Mexico experi-
ence, so reserve a little
extra space in your Porsche
for your cowboy boots.
We’ll be 2-steppin’ to live
music at the Sagebrush.

Mark your 2015 calendar for May 21- 24 and let us
show you our beloved “Land of Enchantment”.

Bill & Suzy Kaltenbach, Co-Chairs
riofresco@aol.com

Joyce & Larry Hooper, Registrar
4700 Westridge Place NE
Albuquerque, NM  87111
505-296-8912

Fiesta New Mexico 2015
Santa Fe & Taos, New Mexico

T

Sagebrush Inn, Taos

The Lodge at Santa Fe

Downtown Taos

Taos Pueblo
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Rio Grande Gorge Bridge, Taos

The Lodge at Santa Fe: Reservations 1-800-529-5700
Double Or King $95.00 + Tax

Sagebrush Inn, Taos: Reservations 1-575-758-2254
Room rate includes full breakfast.
Courtyard Rooms – King $137.00 + Tax
Courtyard Rooms – Queens $137.00 + Tax
Historic Fireplace Rooms $157.00 + Tax
Studio Suites $167.00 + Tax
Junior Suites $177.00 + Tax
Deluxe Fireplace $197.00 + Tax
Executive Suites $217.00 + Tax 

Accommodations and Price List
Ask for Roadrunner Porsche Club Rate. Room block ends March 23, 2015

Fiesta New Mexico 2015 Registration
Registrant                                                                  Co-Registrant                                   
Jr. Registrant, Call Registrar, 505-296-8912.        Address
City                                              State       Zip                Phone                             Email 
Is this your first Fiesta?   Y    N           Your Car: Year             Type                         Body Style 

Registration Fee includes: Name Badge, Denim Shirt, Ice Breaker (Santa Fe), Welcome Reception (Taos),
Concours Lunch, Saturday Night Mexican Buffet.

Registrant: $185; Co-Registrant: $185; Awards Banquet: $55/person; Late Fee after March 22: $25
Total Enclosed: $                              .   Men’s Shirt: S     M     L     XL      Women’s Shirt: S     M     L     XL

All fees required in advance.  PCA Membership not required. Make checks payable to Roadrunner PCA.
Mail registration and check to:  Joyce Hooper, 4700 Westridge Place NE, Albuquerque, NM 87111, 505-296-8912.
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The Annual Roadrunner Christmas Celebration!
Open to all Members! Seating is limited so RSVP early to Marsha MenNe, 892-0538 or
wmenne@cableone.net

Sandia Casino, December 13, 2014, 6:00pm-10:00pm
Dinner $35.00 per person. Menu to be determined.

Spend the night at the reduced room rate of $179.00 + tax if you call the Casino and
reserve a room by November 13, 2014. 

Call 1-877-272-9199 or locally call 798-3930 and request the Roadrunner
Porsche Club Party rate.

Correction
Marsha’s email, wmenne@cableone.net, is correct.  However, she would like RSVPs
sent to her personal email, mmilmen@gmail.com
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Do cars grow fat if left too long in the garage?
Last month, I received my registration renewal item
from the New Mexico Division of Motor Vehicles
for my 1964 356C coupe. Nothing unusual there. I
went to the DMV website and performed the func-
tions for a fresh two-year registration. The new reg-
istration certificate arrived a few days later, with
license plate sticker.
But, I noticed a change on the new certificate of

registration. Heretofore blank, the space for “DGVW”
space now contained the number 5665. Not being ex-
actly sure what “DGVW” denoted, I Googled it and
determined that it was the acronym for Declared Gross
Vehicle Weight.
“Declared.” That made it look as if I was deemed to

be the source of the information duly displayed on my
registration certificate – that my little 356 fully loaded
would tip the scales at 5,665 lbs.! I consulted my previ-
ous certificate, and found that the DGVW box was
empty. “WT/WHEELS” was noted at 1500 on both
certificates.
Mystified by the addition and slightly concerned

about the potential for this grossly inflated figure being
attributed to me, I sent DMV an email explaining the
situation.  “I don’t necessarily need a new registration
certificate, but I would appreciate a note from you that
it has been removed.”
I received a prompt response:
“In regards to your email sent to MVD, the DGVW

is derived from the title and is what is put on the regis-
tration. We will not remove from the registration in-
formation that is taken from the title,” wrote the DMV
employee in response. “If you believe the title is incor-
rect please submit the title, and registration either
back to this address or fax over to …”
Apparently the possibility of an error at DMV be-

tween the title and the registration certificate was not
on her list of possibilities. I responded: “The title …
lists DGVW at 00000 – as it has always been on my
registration up to now.
“So, aside from the simple fact that a 356 Porsche

could never have a gross weight listing of 5665, this
number came from somewhere in your division – not
from the title on my vehicle or any information I have
ever supplied you.”
To date, I have received no further response from

the Division of Motor Vehicles.
I might have written this off as a fluke in the

DMV’s computers. But, then the new registration for
my son’s Honda Element came back with a DGVW
figure of 3446 in a space that was hitherto blank. In
this case , however, the WT/WHEELS figure is 3580.
Has Honda engineered a way for its superb utility vehi-
cle to actually weigh less fully loaded than when empty
– or is there a glitch in the DMV computers?
I would be interested in hearing if anybody else has

noticed anomalies on their registration certificates in
connection with “DGVW”.                                                                               

The
Incredible
E x p a n d i n g

Car by Bill Hume

Thursday, November 6 at 6:00 pm.

M'tucci's Kitchina
6001 Winter Haven Road NW, at the corner of
Coors & Montano (behind Walgreens).  Ample
parking in shopping center.

RSVP to Marsha at mmilmen@gmail.com

November Meet & Greet
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Membership 
Report

Paul Teske
Membership Chair    

Iwould like to welcome the new and transferred in members to the Roadrunner Region.  I invite all the member-ship to “try us on” at one of the many club events scheduled soon at a local venue near you! You can find the
schedule of upcoming events on page 14 or the Roadrunner website at www.roadrunner-region-pca.org.

Region Standings for September 2014
Total Members: 596       Primary Members: 352       Affiliate Members: 244
No transfers in or out for June.

New Members
Steve Johnson, ‘00 Boxster; Stephen Jones, ‘66 912 Coupe, Hubert Monroy, ‘14 Cayman S

I would like to extend an enthusiastic welcome to the new members! We hope to see you soon at a regional or
national event!  Please be safe in your travels.  We will see you soon at one of our many scheduled events!

Roadrunner Ramblings November 2014

ur first ladies’ event, lunch at
Delish, was attended by fourteen
delightful women who had a

good time getting better acquainted.
Results of the survey taken of those

in attendance: All would like to con-
tinue a ladies’ event with a frequency
of three or four times a year, with Sat-
urday being the most popular day for
future events. Many suggestions were
made for type of events. If you would
like to add your comments to the sur-
vey, call or email me (info below.)

Next Ladies’ Event:
Saturday, November 22, 10:30 am,

Figments Tea Shop and Gallery.
The owner will give a brief talk about tea history and making tea selections.
Figments is located at 8510 Montgomery, Suite A7, next to the Target shopping center parking lot.

RSVP by Tuesday, November 18, to me:
PaulaS777@aol.com or 235-0395.
More details will be provided when you RSVP.

Ladies’ Corner
by Paula Sears

O
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Tech Tips from Pedro

Cheap Horses by Underdriving!
by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA

Underdriving (or spinning at a slower rate) the
secondary systems in your car, such as the alternator,
the air conditioning compressor, the water pump and
the power steering pump by using a smaller than
OEM crankcase pulley has been successfully used for
decades by drag racers and road racers.
Underdriving the accessories does not add power to

the engine, it frees up power that is normally wasted on
overdriven accessories.
But let’s not get ahead of ourselves.  First things, first.

In this photo you can see the parts that make up
the subsystems in a modern Porsche engine:
1. Alternator
2. Air conditioning Compressor
3. Crankcase pulley
4. Water pump
5. Tensioner pulley
6. Idler pulleys
All of these sub-systems are driven by the main

crakshaft pulley (No. 3) via one serpentine belt that
snakes around each one of the subsystem’s pulleys and
the main pulley.  Obviously it takes power to spin each
one of those subsystems and that power comes from the
engine.
It all started with the earlier Boxsters and Caymans

that were seriously Autocrossed; and I mean seriously,
with dedicated AX tires, etc.
These cars worked the power steering pump so hard

that they would literally melt the plastic power steering
oil lines.
Autocrossers started replacing the plastic lines with

aluminum ones and started installing heat dissipators,
but they would still boil the fluid, so the idea of under-
driving the pump was put to the test and ... it worked!
But ... there are always people that have their

doubts, so here is a Q&A to take care of those doubts:

Q: Do underdrive pulleys really give me more
power?

A: Yes. Undedrive pulleys free up power lost to para-
sitic drag, so they do deliver more HP.  They are also gen-
erally lighter in weight than the OEM which allows the
engine to spin less rotational mass.  In fact, underdrive
pulleys are one of the cheapest forms of making HP.

Q: How much HP can I get by installing an under-
drive pulley?

A: In a wasserboxer (water-cooled Carrera, Cay-
man or Boxster) you can expect to get back 7-10 HP.

Q: Don’t underdrive pulleys cause charging prob-
lems?

A: Porsche builds into their electrical systems quite
a bit of extra capacity for situations of very high elec-
trical demand, such as driving on a frigid winter night
with the high beams on, wipers and defrosters going, as
well as seats and steering wheel heaters all while listen-
ing to your favorite tunes on the hi-fi Bose audio sys-
tem.  In other words, a very powerful electrical system
is built into our cars with quite a bit to spare. An older
Porsche with a less than optimum charging system and
a small weak battery may have a problem with an un-
derdrive pulley as could some cars with monster audio
installations that need more wattage than what’s re-
quired to power a small city, but the vast majority of
modern Porsches will never notice a difference with
their electrical, air conditioning, power steering or
cooling systems when they install an underdrive pulley.

Q: Won’t underdrive pulleys cause the engine to
overheat?

A: Again, in the vast majority of modern Porsches
there is enough reserve cooling capacity to use an un-
derdrive pulley safely.  It is true that underdriving the
water pump causes the coolant to spend more time in
the engine where it will absorb more heat, but by the
same token, the same coolant will also spend more
time in the radiators which will allow for the extra
heat to dissipate, making it a wash.

Q: Are there any additional benefits to using an
underdrive pulley?

A: In high RPM situations, such as racing or DE
events at the track, an underdrive pulley can prevent
cavitation by the water pump.  When the impeller of
the water pump cavitates, it actually spins too fast to
push coolant.  Coolant needs dwell time in the radia-
tors to lose enough heat before returning to the engine
to do it all over again.
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Here you can see a comparison of the OEM (6” di-
ameter aluminum) main pulley with one of the most
popular underdrive pulleys (4” diameter gold anodized)
on the market.

Q: How hard is it to install?
A: It’s actually quite simple. It may take 30 - 45

minutes. You’ll have to gain access to the pulley side of
the engine. In the Carreras it will be toward the rear of
the car.  You’ll have to remove the air filter box. In the
Boxsters and Caymans it will be toward the front of the
car and can be accessed through the removable firewall
behind the seats.
Remove the belt by loosening the tensioner pulley.

Remove the lower idler pulley (one bolt). Remove the
main pulley (one bolt). Grind or cut off 1/2” of the

TDC marking
boss on the en-
gine. Install the
new underdrive
pulley (one
bolt). Install the
idler roller re-
moved before
(one bolt). In-
stall the smaller
belt (most likely

supplied with the underdrive pulley kit).
Q: How much do they cost?
A: A high-quality underdrive pulley kit costs be-

tween $200 and $300.
A word of caution:�When purchasing an underdrive

pulley, make sure that it is a quality-made product.
There are some cheap ones on the market and you gen-
erally get what you pay for. An underdrive pulley needs

to be made from lightweight
but very strong material.  It
needs to be precisely machined
so that it perfectly aligns with
the other pulleys in the engine
and it needs to allow the belt
to seat properly, especially
poly-ribbed belts, such as the
ones in our Porsches.
Generally these pulleys are

sold as a kit containing the un-
derdrive pulley, a new fasten-

ing crankshaft bolt, threadlocker and a new (slightly
shorter than OEM) belt.
I have personally used an underdrive pulley for over

15 years in my ’98 Boxster with now over 250,000
miles without any issues whatsoever even in the South
Florida heat and humidity.
For more information on underdrive pulleys and

more, please visit my website: www PedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche’ing,
Pedro
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8661 San Pedro NE
Albuquerque, NM 87113
Office: 505-332-7400
Fax: 505-332-7405
www.maurerscollision.com


