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It seems incredible but here we are with May's edi-
tion of Roadrunner Ramblings.  The combination of
myself, Ann Waller,
Dave Faulkner, and
Vance Bass have shifted

Ramblings into some new
territory.  At the club meet
and greets several members
have mentioned that they
are enjoying the new ver-
sion of our club magazine.
Thanks!
Speaking of meet and

greets our Thursday night
events have been well at-
tended.  Including some
new faces.  That got Dave
and me thinking about a Member of the Month pro-
file feature for Ramblings.  Whether you have been a
Roadrunner Region member for a few months, years,
or even decades for many, we hope these profile sto-
ries will be fun.  One thing you learn early on in join-
ing the club is that everyone has some great personal
and car stories.  

The first profile is on member Bill Oakes.  I met
Bill for lunch at Flying Star a couple of Fridays past.

Bill brought his 356C.  We
had a great lunch and I got
to talk with him about his
life and car passions.  Bill
related a story about his
356C many years ago in
California that I'm sure
many members will remem-
ber.  That story concluded
with a cover shot in the
Ramblings of December
2002.  Check it out.   
Speaking of passions,

there are many members
who are passionate about

their Porsche Cabriolets of various vintages.  With
spring already here and summer close at hand those of
the top down attitude will appreciate Pedro's Tech ar-
ticle on care for your cabriolet top.  
Roadrunner Region has had a busy couple months,

check out the articles and pictures and enjoy the May
issue of Roadrunner Ramblings.     

I

First Gear
Steve Waller

Editor
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It’s Cabrio Season!

Important Documents available in the Members Only section of the website.

n Current Roadrunner Financial
s

n Minutes from All Board Meeti
ngs

n Current Membership Directory

n Region Deadlines and Informa
tion

If you Don’t have a Login & Pas
sword Please contact the webmas

ter to set you up!
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Fiesta New Mexico is the 40th edition of a multi-event Porsche-only event put
on by the Roadrunner Region of the Porsche Club of America.  Roadrunner
Region, 2008 Region of the Year, encompasses all of New Mexico and south-

western Colorado. For Reasons best explained by lawyers we have changed the event’s
name to Fiesta New Mexico. Only the name has changed.

Back in Albuquerque, Fiesta de Enchantment is shaping up to be the biggest and best ever. We’re planning sev-
eral drive-outs for your enjoyment, including the “Breaking Bad Movie Site Tour” guided by one of our club
members. There will be an autocross and a gimmick rally, a must for those competing for the Ashley Carroll
Overall Award.

We’re working on a hospitality room so that members can meet and greet members from other PCA regions.

Schedule of Events
Thursday May 22: 2:00-5:00 pm: Registration Hotel Albuquerque                                            �
6:00-8:00 pm: Fajita Welcome Party: $20 per person; marinated beef and chicken strips, sautéed bell peppers and
onions, flour tortillas, tortilla chips, shredded cheese, sour cream, diced tomatoes, shredded lettuce, guacamole,
and salsa trio! No-host bar available.

Friday May 23: 7:00-10:00 am: Coffee and pastries in Potters Room.  8:00-12:00 pm:Wash and shine con-
cours (exterior and interior only) in the Albuquerque Museum parking lot within walking distance of the Hotel
Albuquerque.  Cars will be judged in separate classes and best of show.  A car wash station will be set up behind
the Hotel Albuquerque for participants’ use. 

Friday Drive Out: 6:30- 8:00 pm: The gorgeous sunset as seen from the Sandia Mountains. Magnifico!
Join member James Wilson for the Fiesta Friday Night Sunset Tour. Driving time from the hotel to the Sandia
Crest viewpoint is about 1 hour 15 minutes. James is planning on dinner at Garduno’s Restaurant at the hotel at
5:30 pm (optional).

Saturday May 24: 7:00-10:00 am: Coffee and pastries in Potters Room. 8:00-1:00 pm: Autocross at NAPA
Speedway. Autocross Chairman is Lee Stauffacher.  9:45 am:Meet in the lobby for a fun 75 minute walking tour
of Old Town.  This professionally guided tour will give look into Albuquerque’s history.  9:30 am and 1:30 pm:

Roadrunner Ramblings May 2014

As much fun as Parade, at a fraction of the cost and time! 

We have a tremendous event 
planned and there’s still time for you to register! Please consider staying

overnight at the Hotel de Alb
uquerque in Old Town and m

ake this a special getaway wee
kend! We

have a fabulous rate, great foo
d planned, LOTS of drive out

s and social events. Truly, som
ething for

everyone, plus Old Town sho
pping and over 61 restaurants

 within a 10 minute drive.

Register now at MotorsportReg.com

Complete information available at fiestanewmexico.com

Fiesta de Enchantment
Fiesta New Mexico 2014, May 22 through May 25
Hotel Albuquerque, Old Town, Albuquerque, New Mexico
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Brakin’ Bad tours: Join leaders Willard and Marsha MenNe for a tour of the filming locations featured on the
“Breaking Bad” TV series filmed here in Albuquerque. We have planned stops at the homes
of Jesse, Gus and Walt, the A1A car wash, Los Pollos Hermanos,
and various other locations.� Each tour is limited to eight cars,
but it’s repeated twice on Saturday and twice on Sunday. 9:00
am: Turquoise Trail drive out, led by Bob and Cathy Blossom.
Come with us as we venture off the freeway and onto the
Turquoise Trail National Scenic Byway. The Scenic and Historic
Area encompasses 15,000 square miles in the heart of central New
Mexico, linking Albuquerque and Santa Fe. The drive is approxi-
mately one half day ending in Cedar Crest  along Highway 14.
Enjoy a breathtaking view from atop Sandia Crest, (photo opp!)
then drive back into history through the historic mining towns of
Golden, Madrid, and Cerrillos.

Sandia Crest
Climbing several switchbacks and through five life zones to the 10,678-foot Sandia Crest you will be rewarded
with spectacular views of Albuquerque, the Rio Grande, Mount Taylor, and the Jemez and Sangre de Cristo
Mountains.  Did I say switchbacks? We'll get a group photo here.

Madrid and Cerrillos
After the Crest we will head back down the mountain and then turn our steeds north along New Mexico State
Rd  14, the Turquoise Trail, up to the town of Madrid (pronounce locally with the emphasis on the first syllable)
where the movie Wild Hogs was filmed. This is an old mining town turned artist colony with a population of 149
or so. They don't call this a scenic byway for nothing. This is a beautiful drive. 

We'll pass through town and continue to the 1880 mining boom town of Cerrillos. The Cerrillos mining district
is one of the oldest and most marked of the Old Spanish mineral developments in the Southwest. In fact,
turquoise is still being mined there on several private claims. It was once seriously considered as the capitol of
New Mexico but today Cerrillos  is a picturesque reminder of the Old West. Have you seen the movie Young
Guns? We will stop at the  Turquoise Mining Museum & Petting Zoo.   

Then back down through Madrid for lunch at Los Cuates restaurant in Sandia Park where we have reservations
for some wonderful  New Mexican food. Individual checks have been arranged.  We will lead as many as want
back to the hotel after lunch.

Sunday May 25: 7:00-10:00 am: Coffee and pastries in Potters Room. 9:30am and 1:30 pm: Brakin’ Bad
Tours. 9:30 am: Kasha Katuwe Tent Rocks & Slot Canyon drive & hike, led by Dennis and Joan Ledbetter. This
will be a leisurely drive to this national monument with a chance to hike through unusual and interesting rock
formations. Hiking trails vary from easy-going to vigorous. We will be at the monument for about an hour and a
half. The return drive takes beautiful pueblo back roads and concludes with lunch at the Range Cafe in
Bernalillo, and back at the hotel about 2 pm. Wear your sneakers. 

Sunday, May 25: 10:00 am, Santa Fe, location to be determined soon: Gimmick Rally. Although Fiesta is in
Albuquerque, the Rally is in Santa Fe. The 10:00 am start will give you plenty of time to get to Santa Fe (maybe
even taking the scenic route up the Turquoise Trail/State Road 14), enjoy a fun competition and some very nice
driving in and around historic Santa Fe, and then have a leisurely lunch or tour Northern New Mexico or the
Jemez Mountains. A list of route and restaurant options will be provided on request. 10:00 am: Driver’s meeting.
10:15 am: First car out, and every 10 minutes thereafter. This is not a timed Rally, however, there is a 2.5 hour
limit to return to the finish. Running the route should take less than 2 hours. You will receive a copy of the general
instructions when you check-in at the Fiesta. Be sure to register at the start of the weekend! What is it? A Gim-

Roadrunner Ramblings May 2014
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mick Rally is a non-timed competition, and is not a TSD.  You will be given route instructions at the meeting, as
well as clues that will be helpful in finding your way along the course and adding to your overall score. The clues
may be tricky, and include entertaining details and puzzles - it is the goal of the rallymaster to deceive you! What
is required? A two person team, in a vehicle with a functioning odometer, a bit of creativity, and a good attitude!
It will be helpful to have a clipboard, pens, and a highlighter. Pens are essential - the questions cannot be answered
in pencil. Questions: Contact Rally Master Evelyn Spiker: evelyn@nmlandandhomes.com

Sunday May 25: 6:00-10:00 pm: Fiesta de Enchantment banquet, Hotel Albuquerque, our farewell banquet
for all Fiesta attendees.We’ll have a number of great door prizes to hand out that evening. No one should go
away empty handed. $50.00 per person. The meal choices are: Beef: London broil with a black peppercorn demi
glace, organic coon ridge goat cheese mashed potatoes, and fresh seasonal vegetables. Chicken: New Mexico
pecan-crusted breast of chicken with Cognac cream sauce, goat cheese mashed potatoes and fresh seasonal veg-
etables. Vegetarian meal upon request:Mediterranean pasta with fresh basil, roma tomatoes, artichoke hearts,
mixed olives, garlic, olive oil and shredded grana padano cheese. Kids’ menu to be determined.

Trophies to be awarded at the banquet:
• The Ashley Carroll award for men and women who compete in the concours, autocross and/or TSD rally.
• The Russ Kelso men’s autocross trophy
• The Lisa Thomas women’s autocross trophy
• The Fran Walker concours trophy:
• The Willie Williams rally driver trophy
• The Landt Family rally co-driver trophy

Look for updates and complete 
information on our website: 
fiestanewmexico.com.
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Forty club members met for dinner at our April Meet n’ Greet held at Sadie’s on Academy near San Mateo.
This is Sadie’s newest location and has a semi-private dining area that is perfect for dinner get-togethers for clubs
our size.  When entering the restaurant, I also noticed a great bar, too.  It was surrounded by Roadrunners making
a pit stop before moving on to the dining area.  Good strategy.
I must say their salsa upholds the New Mexico tradition of “flavor requires heat”.  That along with the house

made chips led to another fine New Mexico tradition…a second margarita before dinner.
I looked around at all the plates being delivered from the kitchen, and I pretty much wanted to try them all

(easy to say at the time).  Instead, I had trouble eating what I had ordered for myself.  Though very tasty, I had
partaken of way too many chips (with most excellent hot salsa).  Also, I had stated, like everyone else seated at
my table had stated, that I was eating way too many chips…as I continued to eat away at them.  We all left with
to-go boxes.
It was good to see everybody…it was better yet to hear all the laughter.  You’re all pretty good liars!
Give Marsha credit for setting this dinner up for us.  She couldn’t be with us this time around.
Till the next time…Willard

SADIE’S
Meet & Greet, April 10
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R O A D R U N N E R  
R E G I O N Member Profile

RRR: Tell us about yourself.
Bill:  I was born and raised in Iowa.  My dad was a mechanic.  I was
around cars and tractors and engines growing up.  I served in the
Navy in Korea as an air traffic controller.  I worked for International
Harvester in Montana, Boeing in Seattle and many years for Rust
Caterpillar in Albuquerque.
RRR: Was there anyone who was a car influence in your life?
Bill: My dad.  He built a race car when I was young. The first car I
overhauled was a '35 Dodge
RRR: Other than Porsche, any other cars you owned that were spe-
cial?
Bill: Owned lots of Mopar cars.  Not other sports cars.  
RRR: How long have you been in the Roadrunner Region?
Bill: I Moved to ABQ. in 1972.  Joined the club in 1988.
RRR: What was the first Porsche you purchased?

Bill: First one was a '74 914 bought in El Paso.  I rebuilt the engine without knowing much about it. But it ran.
Then I bought a '64 356C from a doctor in Roswell on April Fool’s Day in 1989.  I'm the second owner after the
doctor.  Still have it.
RRR: Any experiences with the 356 that stick out?  
Bill: I was once in San Luis Obisbo for a California North-South 356 event.  Bill and Susie Kaltenbach were
also there.  I raced the 356 hard in autocross events during the program.  On the way out of SLO the car started
smoking and missing.  I stayed behind and got the car to a mechanic.
He said the repairs would take several months.  He was busy.  I called
Bob Blackwell to ask what he would do.  Bob said he would bring a car
towing hitch out to California to pick up the 356 and bring it back to
Albuquerque.  So, Bob drove my truck out to SLO, we hitched up the
car and brought it back home.  Now that's a friend!  The end of the jour-
ney was captured for the cover of Ramblings in December, 2002 (right).  
RRR: You also own a Boxster. What do you enjoy doing with that car?
Bill: It's a 1998 Boxster. I've always raced the Porsches. I do autocross
and drive outs with this car. I've owned it since 2007. It now has
114,000 miles. I've also owned three 944s before the Boxster.
RRR: How many speeding tickets have you gotten?
Bill: Only 1 in the 356 going to Roswell.
RRR: Is there a new model Porsche that would look good in your
garage?
Bill: New Boxster.
RRR: Any advice for new members of the club?
Bill: Get involved.  Don't treat your car like a garage queen.  Get out and drive it.

Interview by Steve Waller

As a new feature, Ramblings will interview a loyal Roadrunner 
Region member.  This month we talk to Bill Oaks.
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Get this one on your calendar, folks.  We’re going
back to Pueblo for our second annual “No Ex-
cuses” Drivers Education weekend on May 31 -

June 1.  Always one of our favorite tracks, Pueblo Mo-
torsports Park (PMP) was closed for a while but last
year was reopened under new professional manage-
ment.  The track was also resurfaced not that long ago
and is in great shape.  PMP is conveniently located a
short distance from I-25 in the Pueblo city limits.  If
you’re new to DE, then this is a great course for you.
We’ll have instructors on hand to teach you the basics
and plenty of seat time to practice what you’ve learned.
You’ll be assigned to a run group with your peers, so
you won’t be running in the same group as the track
junkies.  So schedule a road trip and join us. We’ll
even buy you lunch.     
Our host hotel again this year is the Wingate by

Wyndham, 4711 N. Elizabeth St., Pueblo, CO, 81008
(located just off I-25, about 4 miles from the track).
The Wingate is offering a special discount rate
($89/room/night, plus tax) for DE attendees.  When
reserving, just ask for the PCA No Excuses rate.  The
hotel is holding a block of rooms for us until May 16,

so reserve now at 719-586-9000. 
But that’s not all.  The track’s management com-

pany, FAASST Motorsports, is offering an open lap-
ping day on Friday, May 30,
at a cost of $150 for a full day
or $100 for a half-day.  Pay at
the gate.  Please note that
the open lapping on Friday is
NOT affiliated with PCA or
a part of the DE event.
You’ll also be able to do a

trailer drop at the track on Friday afternoon. 
Finally, we want to give a huge Shout Out to

Porsche of Colorado Springs for sponsoring this event
again this year.  Many Thanks!
Cost:  Both Days:  Driver: $230 (Co-driver in same

car: $190); One Day:  Driver: $160 (Co-driver in same
car: $140).  (Registration includes $10 Food Vouchers
for each day of driving). 
Sign up today at MotorSportReg.com
Questions:  John Duclos

(john.duclos@hotmail.com), or Steve Smith 
(coloradoheels@comcast.net). 

Alpine Mountain Region’s No Excuses II DE
Presented by Porsche of Colorado Springs, Pueblo Motorsports Park, Pueblo, CO, May 31-June 1
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ello Zone 9ers,
Spring is upon us and in full swing! Just

about all the Zone 9 Regions are busy with
outdoor events like tours, autocrosses and
DE’s. And when they’re not outside, they’re

inside – getting together for socials or tech sessions.
Here are some pictures from recent tours that Inter-
mountain, Roadrunner, and West Texas Region had
in March.
As I write this, I’ll be packing my bags to head to

Pikes Peak International Raceway for the Déjà Vu

DE, hosted by Alpine Mountain Region. This is a fun
track and if you’ve never driven on it, make your
plans for whenever AMR has another event there.
This year, we are pleased to have Toyo Tires on-hand
to give a presentation of tire set-up, camber settings,
etc. Toyo plans to give these presentations at various
DE’s around the country and we’re happy to be the
first Region to hear their presentation!
Next on the calendar for me is the monthly Llano

Estacado Region breakfast in Amarillo and then in
mid-May, Intermountain’s “5th Annual Amazing

Rally”, sponsored by Strong Porsche. It’s been awhile
since I’ve been on a rally and I’m really looking for-
ward to driving around the Salt Lake City area (if
that’s where the rally takes us!).
And speaking of driving around, I hope many of

you are making plans to attend Zone 9 Region events
and vie for the coveted Zone 9 Challenge trophy!
Roadrunner Region will host their annual Fiesta New
Mexico in Albuquerque during Memorial Day week-
end and the other Zone 9 Regions will also be busy in
May. Check the Zone 9 Calendar, the Region calen-
dars, and MotorsportReg for more info. 
Finally, many of you have signed up for Parade and

from the looks of things, it seems to be on track to set
an attendance record! The last I looked at the Parade
Registration site, there were about 1100 registrants!

When I get some statistics on the Zone 9 registrants,
I’ll send an email to everyone to see if there’s interest
in caravanning to Parade and/or some kind of get-to-
gether in Monterey. 

H

In the
Zone

Liz Shaw
Zone 9 Rep

West Texas Region Monument 
Valley Driveout: Mallory Boylan photo

Intermountain Region Driveout: Rich Sanders photo
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Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 3rd from 10:00 AM to noon (or maybe later)! Our
next Roadrunner Tech Session will cover “Porsche Parade Concours d’Elegance Car Preparation”. Have you
ever wondered how those impossibly clean and shiny show cars got that way? Join 40-year PCA members, 8-
time Parade attendees and frequent Concours competitors Jane and Tommy Thompson for an enlightening
morning of tips, tricks and outright secrets for putting your car in the
same league as Parade entrants from around the country.
Come on down to Mike Suttle’s garage at 3008 10th St, NW in ABQ

for an enlightening and entertaining time. There’s no better way to know
your Porsche inside and out than to prepare it for a judged Concours
d’Elegance. Even if you’re not planning on being the next Pebble Beach
Grand Award winner, the Thompsons’ experience and their tips and
techniques can help your car turns heads and last longer.
The Thompsons have shown Jane’s 1983 944 at three Parades, Lake

Placid (1994), Mt. Tremblant (1999) and the 50th Anniversary at Her-
shey (2005). They missed a trophy in Lake Placid by just one point, and
earned a class win at Hershey. In addition, they were frequent competitors from 1984 to 2005 at the Zone I
Spring Meet, a major Northeastern US event. The car also won its class at the 2012 Fiesta New Mexico and
“Deutschland in Burque” shows locally. Although far from original, “The Big Blue Toy” shows the love and at-
tention lavished on it before each of its outings.
On May 3rd, we’ll have a “hands-on” demonstration of the basic strategies and techniques to use in getting

any car looking its best for a competitive event. We’ll cover when and where to start the process, how to decide
on “inside-out” or “outside-in” progression, proper wetting and washing technique, touch-up and paint prepara-
tion, interior vacuuming, products that clean, products that shine, and tools to make the task easier. We’ll also
discuss travel precautions to preserve as much of the shine as possible during the trip to the event site.
So, plan to join us on May 3rd at 10:00 AM! Your car will love you for it!

Concours Tech
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2014 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May
Saturday, May 3 Tech Session: Concours Prep. Mike Suttle Home
Tuesday, May 6 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Thursday-Sunday, May 22-25 Fiesta de Enchantment Hotel Albuquerque
Saturday, May 24 Die Serie Number 3 NAPA Speedway
Saturday, May 31 May Driveout Red River, NM

June
Tuesday, June 1 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Saturday, June 7 New Member Social Paul & Yvonne Teske Home
Sunday, June 8 Die Serie Number 4 Cancelled
Sunday-Saturday, June 15-21 Porsche Parade Monterey, CA
Saturday, June 28 RRR Ladies’ Luncheon Nick & Jimmy’s

July
Tuesday, July 1 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Saturday, July 12 Die Serie Number 5 SunRay Casino, Farmington
Sunday, July 13 Die Serie Number 6 SunRay Casino, Farmington
Thursday, July 17 Meet and Greet To be announced
Saturday, July 26 July Driveout Sipapu High Country

August
Saturday, August 2 Tech Session: 914 Build Pat Farrell
Tuesday, August 5 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Saturday, August 9 Die Serie Number 7 To be announced
Thursday, August 14 Meet and Greet To be announced
Sunday, August 17 Corrales Roundup Dave Stinchcomb
Saturday-Sunday, August 23-24 Deutsch Marque NAPA Speedway

September
Tuesday, September 2 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Fri.-Sat.-Sun., September 5-6-7 President’s Drive Out Cloudcroft, NM
Saturday, September 13 Die Serie Number 8 SunRay Casino, Farmington
Sunday, September 14 Die Serie Number 9 SunRay Casino, Farmington
Thursday, September 18 Meet and Greet To be announced
Saturday, September 20 Drive Out Cancelled
Saturday, September 27 RRR Ladies’ Luncheon To be announced

October
Saturday, October 4 Balloon Breakfast Porsche of Albuquerque
Saturday, October 4 Chili Cookoff Bruce Phillips Home
Tuesday, October 7 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Thursday, October 18 Meet and Greet To be announced
Saturday, October 20 Drive Out To be announced
Thursday-Sunday, October 23-26 October Fiesta, Carrera Region Las Cruces, NM
Saturday, October 25 Die Serie Number 10 Las Cruces, NM

The address for Board Meetings from now on:
Cherry Hills Library, 6901 Barstow St. NE, on the corner of Harper Road and Barstow Street, one block east of
Wyoming. The meetings will start at the regular time, 6:00 PM.  
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November
Tuesday, November 4 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Thursday, November 6 Meet and Greet To be announced
Saturday, November 15 Die Serie Number 11 To be announced
Saturday, November 22 RRR Ladies’ Tea To be announced
Saturday, November 29 Drive Out To be announced

December
Tuesday, December 2 Membership Meeting Cherry Hills Library
Sunday, December 7 Holiday Toy Drive Butterfield Jewelers
Saturday, December13 Holiday Party Sandia Resort & Casino

(change of venue)

Roadrunner Ramblings Advertisers
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Driveouts
by Willard MenNe

I want to give the membership a quick report about upcoming club drive-outs. 
On May 30th, Mike Suttle will be leading a tour to Red River.  This is

planned to be a one day tour, but could easily be made into a “sleepover”
(for all you honeymooners).  President Billy is putting together a one day
tour to Sipapu on July 26th, and is also planning a two-night stay at a re-
sort in Cloudcroft over the September 5th weekend.  Dr. Phil is putting
his final touches on an overnight drive-out to Safford, AZ (a proven
good-time route).  This is tentatively scheduled for October 11th.
As you can see, we have a lot to choose from!  Thanks to the members

who have stepped forward to bring these tours to the membership.  A
quick disclaimer…the dates mentioned above can always change.  Please look to our official club calendar and in
future Ramblings issues for more information on these tours as their dates approach. 

The Board has recognized that a practice drive-out prior to the official club
drive-out is often needed to ensure a quality drive-out experience.  A practice
drive-out not only takes time…it also incurs a cost.  To assist with this cost, the
club will provide a supplemental payment to the tour leader of $75 for a one day
tour and $150 for a practice tour requiring an overnight stay.
On the other hand…we need to fund these new adventures.  To do this we

will ask the participants for a $10 donation for a one-day drive-out, and $20 for
the two day drive-out.  All donations go straight to the club’s general account

(like the money raised during an autocross).
Please let me know what’s on your mind…tour ideas, logistics, and especially things that aren’t working (can’t

fix it if I don’t know it’s broke).

Trinity Drive Out, April 5

Sipapu Natural Bridge

Red River
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Membership 
Report

Paul Teske
Membership Chair    

Iwould like to welcome the new and transferred in members to the Roadrunner Region.  I invite all the member-ship to “try us on” at one of the many club events scheduled soon at a local venue near you! You can find the
schedule of upcoming events on the Roadrunner website at www.roadrunner-region-pca.org.

Region Standings for March 2014
Total Members: 633       Primary Members: 365       Affiliate Members: 268
No transfers in or out.

New Members
Scott Bass, 2008 997;  Richard Ganzon, 2000 Boxster;  Lawrence Knipple, 1996 Carrera;
James Roller, 2002 Boxster S;  Chris and Isaac Sherman, 2010 997 Turbo;  Constantine Stewart, 2008 Boxster S

I would like to extend an enthusiastic welcome to the new members! We hope to see you soon at a regional or
national event!  Please be safe in your travels.  We will see you next year at one of our many scheduled events!

In Colorado, we have some of the best Porsche roads in the world.  One of the great thrills of driving in
this great State is crossing the Continental Divide.  Have you ever wondered how many times it’s possible to
cross the divide on paved roads?  Join us, and embark on an adventure intended to answer that question.
This will be the first of a series of three tours over coming years, specifically designed to traverse every paved

crossing in the State.  
The tour spans three days, and will involve you and your Porsche friends

experiencing some of the best roads and scenery in Colorado.  
Note that we have a limited number of cars that we can accept, due to limits

on lodging and restaurants along the way.  Add to this the fact that our tours
tend to sell out quickly, so it would be wise to register as soon as you can.
We hope you can join us for this long weekend of fun with great roads,

great cars, and great friends.
Registration opens: April 1, closes July 1. Cost: $250 per couple.
Included: Tour instructions, many meals, goodies, and more.
Questions: Ask your hosts, Chris and Kathleen Lennon, at

cjlennon@comcast.net.

Continental Divide Tour
August 8-10, 2014

Sponsored by Winding Road Adventures
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Well, as the old saying goes, “give me a break” can also be applied to cars in the case of “give me a brake!” Sil-
ver Star Auto Haus, a local Albuquerque Porsche, Audi, and Mercedes Benz repair shop, put on a Porsche brake
seminar for several hours on Saturday morning March 29th.   
Chris Waggoner, Silver Star’s owner, and Mark Cartwright, his Porsche factory-trained tech, presented the

session to 40 interested Roadrunners.  A Porsche 993 coupe, a 997 Turbo, and GT3 were on hand in the shop
and laid bare to demonstrate the actual components on the cars.

The session covered the following subjects:
• How the driver can recognize brake wear symptoms before incurring major damage or failure.
• Understanding the parts of the braking system by name and what they do and how they relate

to each other.
• For interested attendees or inclined “Do It Yourselfers”….we covered how to determine when to change the

pads, brake rotors, wear sensors, the brake fluid, and bleed the brakes. We also discussed what tools and tech-
niques to use to get the job done more easily. Additionally, we talked about how, while doing the brake work, you
should examine the related suspension components for wear or damage. 
• Understanding carbon ceramic disc brakes (PCCBs) which are now found on many of the later model

Porsches and what their differences are from conventional disc brakes.
• How to dismount and remount wheels on cars, and what equipment is needed to do so on cars with one

center lock nut locking systems vs conventional/traditional 5 lug nut locking systems.
Between the conventional brake and the ceramic brake portions of the session we took a break (no pun in-

tended …..right Tony) to gather around the P-cars outside on a gorgeous morning and talk about the various as-
pects of each others’ cars.

During the session
T-shirts were presented
to all the attendees to
commemorate the occa-
sion. Additionally,
breakfast burritos, an as-
sortment of  pastries,
along with Starbucks
coffee were available.
I feel the session was

a great success as many of
the attendees thanked
me and the presenters for
the session and indicated
they gained knowledge
from the experience.
Additionally I would

also give special thanks
to Bill Muir, a RRR
member, for supporting
the session with his ex-
pertise on carbon ce-
ramic brakes and center
lock wheels!

A “Gripping” Tech Session
by Paul Teske



28Roadrunner Ramblings May 2014

Ramblings is always looking for PCA
members’ contributions!  Got anything
you think might be interesting? 
Send it in to Ann Mulhern at 
ann@mulhernadvertising.com. or Dave
Faulkner at dfaulkner251@comcast.net 

We’d love to see it!

We Need Your P
hotos

and Stories!
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Tech Tips from Pedro

SOFT TOP CONVERTIBLES
Being able to drop the top and drive “al fresco” is one of the

greatest feelings in owning a Porsche cabriolet.  The experience
of sun and wind in your face, together with the enhanced sounds
from your engine and the aromas of the countryside or of the ex-
haust and tire smoke of the car in front of you at the track, make
owning and driving these open top cars very special.

The other
side of the
coin is that
these cars also
offer most of
the coupe’s
benefits when
the weather or
other condi-
tions dictate
the need for
top up.  So cab
owners have
the best of
both worlds.

As you know, the material used on the Porsche cabriolets is a
type of canvas, but not all canvas is the same.  The Haartz Corpo-
ration supplies the majority of all of the auto manufacturers with
close to 30 different canvas and vinyl materials, each with different
specs. The Porsche Boxster and Carrera Cabriolets use, as an OEM
material, the special Sonnenland A5.0 fabric from Haartz.   

This is an acoustically-enhanced,
three-ply composite made of a surface singed acrylic twill
weave outer fabric, a rubber or elastomer inner layer and a
polyester (cloth) lining fabric.  This unique construction of
the material dramatically enhances in-cabin comfort when the
top is up by reducing noise levels and providing sound attenu-
ation over standard canvas material, aside from the obvious,
which is protection from the elements and allowing the
HVAC system to operate normally.
Porsche engineers have worked to fine tune the acoustic

properties of the cabriolets to provide maximum comfort inside
the cabin with the soft top in the up position. In conjunction
with the Haartz topping material a noise deadening  acoustical
padding is crafted to compliment the properties of the top’s ma-

terial. This combination of materials provides passengers with
state-of the-art comfort.

But, in order to enjoy for many years the added perks of the
convertibles, there are a few things that you, as an owner, need
do that coupe owners don’t.
A unique set of challenges comes with your special drop- top.

The material from which the top is made as well as the clear
plastic window are far more delicate and vulnerable to the ele-
ments and in particular, to UV radiation than the rest of the
painted surfaces of the car.
The best thing you can do for a brand new soft top is to pro-

tect it on day one, when it’s still clean and free of contaminants.
The day you bring it home you should treat it with a good UV
inhibiting product, paying special attention to its weakest part,
the stitching.
The next best thing is to do it now.
Convertible tops should never be stored down when the mate-

rial is wet.  The fabric does not promote mildew growth on its own,
but mildew can develop on dirt and grime when not removed.
This is more important for warm, humid and dark environments.
When dust and dirt settle into the material’s weave and are

left there, they will act as sandpaper over time and cut into the
weave itself.
When cleaning your soft top, do NOT use detergent or other

harsh chemicals.  There are several products made specifically
for cleaning soft tops, and
one in particular, Ragg Topp
is endorsed by Haartz and
most convertible owners.
Ragg Topp offers two basic
products: a cleaner and a
protectant.
To clean the top, do so in

the shade or partial shade.  If
there are bird or tree drop-
pings on the canvas, first

by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA

Roadrunner Ramblings May 2014
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(Editor's note; Currently the region does not have a tech chairperson.  Pedro’s Garage comes out of the Gold Coast
Region of South Florida.  Pedro’s tech articles are now published in 36 regional newsletters across the USA. 

vacuum with a soft brush attachment and then pre-soak the af-
fected area with water.  This will soften the deposits.  Many
times a strong water stream is all that’s needed in order to get
most of the dirt and grime off the top.  When the deposits are
tougher, you can spray the cleaner evenly over the complete soft
top, letting it soak in from 2 to 20 minutes depending on how
soiled it is,  and then scrubbing lightly with a soft-bristle brush
and finally rinsing with running water until the runoff is clear
and no more cleaner remains on the material.
Washing with a mild soap, such as Ivory or Lux is also a safe

alternative to the Ragg Topp cleaner, but not as effective.
Once the top is completely dry, it should be followed up with

several coats of Ragg Topp Protectant which will waterproof the
fabric and filter out most of the damaging UV rays from the sun.
This protectant will make water bead on the canvas and will help
maintain the top’s color over the years with minimum fading.
As of 2003 all of Porsche’s cabs now come with a glass win-

dow that requires no more maintenance than any other glass
window, but prior to that year the top’s rear window was made of
a flexible polyvinyl material which was sewn into the canvas al-
lowing it to fold on itself.  This clear material tends to fog and
scratch and becomes the biggest complaint from cab owners.
The fogging seen on polyvinyl windows happens when the plas-
ticizers in the material evaporate due to exposure to UV light
and heat from the sun.  These plasticizers are what keep the plas-
tic windows flexible and soft.  So, the best way to prolong the
clarity and flexibility of the clear plastic window is to keep the
sun off the material as much as possible.
Whenever the car is stored outside, at least the clear plastic win-

dow if not the complete top or car should be protected with a cover.
Keeping the clear plastic window clean and using a protec-

tant called Plexus which also has UV inhibitors and special addi-
tives will extend the use and life of the window.
This product was developed for the acrylic canopies of

fighter jets and does a great job of protecting the clear plastic
window as well as the clear wind stop in our cars.

If your clear plastic
window has minor
scratches and yellow-
ing it can be restored
by using a high-quality
plastic polishing com-
pound such as “Plastix”
by Meguiar’s.
When retracting a

soft top with a plastic
rear window, it is rec-
ommendable to stop
the action mid way.
Get out of the car and

manually adjust the fabric and plastic so that no kinks or sharp
angles are created when you continue the folding operation.
Even placing a soft towel or similar between the folds of the plas-
tic window will help maintain it’s clarity, avoid scratches and
prolong overall life.
If the air temperature is under 55 ºF do NOT try to lower or

raise the top with a clear plastic window unless you first warm it
up so that it becomes pliable.  A hair dryer or placing a piece of
black plastic over the window and leaving it under the bright
sun for a few minutes will warm it up enough so that you can fold
or unfold it.  Not following these precautions may cause the win-
dow to crack and split open since the cold makes the plastic
much more brittle.
If this happens the only solution is to replace, but since the

window is sewn in most of the time the complete top’s cover
needs to be replaced. There is an alternative, which is removing
the material from the top’s frame and taking it to a good top
shop, having them cut out the old plastic and sew in a new piece
behind it. This can then be sealed with silicone caulk.
There are also new alternatives for the older cabs with the

flexible plastic windows.  Several aftermarket manufacturers offer
tops with a bonded glass window that can be installed onto the
older top’s frames.  These windows are a bit smaller than the
original plastic window, and they are somewhat more cumber-
some for engine access in the case of the Boxsters, but they offer
defrosting elements within the glass to quickly clear fog and melt
ice and snow.  Some of these aftermarket suppliers also offer the
same OEM fabrics from Haartz on their products so you can have
the same OEM quality even on a replacement top.
The top in my 1998 car is still original.  I treat it with Ragg

Topp protectant twice per year and it has not faded at all, even
though it is a South Florida car.
Last year the stitching on the somewhat scratched plastic

window failed and I decided to keep the top and sew in a new
window myself, by hand, stitch-by-stitch.  I did it, it came out
very nice, but it just took too long.
At least I don’t

have to sew in a new
window for another 13
years!
To obtain addi-

tional information
about convertible tops
and more, please visit
my website at: www.Pe-
drosGarage.com.
Happy Porsche’ing,
Pedro, PedrosGarage.com

Haartz images used with permission from The Haartz Corporation.
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RSVP to Marsha MenNe, mmilmen@gmail.com

8661 San Pedro NE
Albuquerque, NM 87113
Office: 505-332-7400
Fax: 505-332-7405
www.maurerscollision.com

Roadrunner Ramblings May 2014


