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Exhaust Notes
Mike Suttle
Region President

Greetings!

OK - so a few weeks ago our niece was moving 
from Illinois to Victorville, CA. My wife’s 

two sisters decided to drive the U-Haul and her car, 
including the cat, all the way. Of course, Albuquerque 
made a good way station. 
As we were having dinner I mentioned to my niece, 
who is about 26, that there were a few neat stops along 
the way west on Rt 66. She looked at me with a totally 
blank look - then asked me what is Rt 66? That’s 
when it hit me.
Rt 66 has a lot of history. It is the “Mother Road”. It’s 
where we can “get our kicks”. It’s where 2 guys in a 
Corvette made a whole series of TV shows about their 
travels on this road. Heck, my buddy and I even hitch 
hiked from Chicago to LA then up the coast via Dallas 
in 1969 over Rt 66. There are motels, restaurants, 
Yellow	Horse	and	the	biggest	hunk	of	petrifi	ed	wood	
ever found along this road. It completely changed the 
course of our country and perhaps the whole world! 
Well, maybe not that far, but it is a very important part 
of our culture and heritage. 

So, when I got that look from my niece I realized that 
the past is not always part of the present, and that I am 
getting older!
So the point is this. We have Porsches. We love them 
or we would not have them. Roadrunner Region 
has socials and other events throughout the year, so 
maybe we should spend more time together sharing 
our common Porsche passion, cause ain’t none of us 
getting any younger - so I hope to see more members 
at our get togethers! And maybe we should set up a Rt 
66 driveout to some interesting places before they are 
gone forever...
OTHER NEWS - we are hoping to have a food 
“drive” later in November, and of course our Holiday 
Party at El Pinto in December. Watch your email 
inbox for more details!
Please	get	your	vote	in	for	the	offi		cers	of	Roadrunner	
Region - this is YOUR CLUB and your vote really 
does matter...thanks!!
See you around...

Mike Suttle
President, Roadrunner Region, PCA
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Fifth Gear
        Steve Waller
             Editor

W hen you’re driving your Porsche around 
town on errands does your eye pick up other 
P-cars on the road?  I do.  During most of 

the year it’s not uncommon to see a couple sports 
cars and a couple SUV’s in the course of running 
around.  So I found it interesting that during a trip 
to Wisconsin in late October I only saw one 911 
and	just	a	couple	SUV’s	in	fi	ve	days	of	driving	
nearly 500 miles.  

While we were there we toured Lambeau Field, 
home of the Green Bay Packers.  They have a 
great visitor facility and Hall of Fame museum.  
On thinking about what I saw there I couldn’t help 
but compare the histories and culture to Porsche.  
Both have established winning traditions guided 
by people who have an understanding of the 
culture and a vision of the future.  
I know the year is coming to a close when I 
reviewed the upcoming calendar of events and 
it doesn’t even take up a page of the current 
Ramblings.  But that’s great so it leaves more 
room to relive recent events our region members 
have enjoyed.
We’ll	start	off		with	the	WEC	COTA	race	in	
Austin, Tx attended by several of our members 
in late September.  I had good intentions of 
publishing the story and pictures by Phil 
Ganderton last month.  In the end, the October 
issue of Ramblings was a big one that contained 
lots of fun goings on in the region.  So, we held 
the story and cover picture to this month.  Thanks 
Phil for your continuing input.
This month’s issue also contains a member 

interview.  We’ve had so many region events 
and member reports of national events that the 
interview has had to take a back seat.  This month 
I sat down with Eric Maxon one Friday at Flying 
Star.		Eric	is	a	recent	fi	rst	time	Porsche	owner	
and new member of the region.  Like myself, Eric 
enjoys driving trucks, heavy equipment, family 
cars.  So, his excitement at driving his 2012 
Boxster was fun to experience in the interview.  
Eric and his wife Marina have been to a couple 
social events so make sure you welcome them 
when you meet them. 
The Carrera region in El Paso hosts a yearly 
Oktoberfi	esta	that	many	of	our	members	head	
south to attend.  I sent an email down to Dan 
Thomas the president of the region requesting 
a story for us to publish.  He directed me to the 
Carrera region website where he had a write up 
and pictures. Thanks Dan. 
For	those	who	missed	the	Chili	Cook	Off		on	our	
patio, you missed a great New Mexico evening 
with plenty of delicious food.  It’s hard to fully 
capture the experience of tasting these great chili 
dishes with just words and pictures, but I tried in 
my story in this issue.  Check it out.  
There are several events coming up before the end 
of the year.  We have tried to give them all some 
space in this issue of Ramblings.  

Steve Waller
editor.ramblings@rrrpca.com

Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member and other outside submissions for space and content.  If there is a reason to 
publish an article exactly as submitted please let us know.
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2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Please note:  Membership meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month.  The location is the 
Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 8600 Academy Rd NE.  Our meeting room is in the 
education wing on the south side of the church. The meetings will start at 6:00pm. Don’t forget to 
attend the weekly lunch, every Wednesday at 11:15am, and the monthly breakfast the last Sunday of 
every month at 9:00am at the Owl Cafe, 800 Eubank Blvd NE.

What’s a Monthly Membership Meeting?

You may have seen the monthly 
membership meetings in the RRR 
calendar and wondered “what IS 

that, and how come they never announce 
what’s happening at them?”

The monthly membership meeting looks 
like a pretty dull business meeting when 
you	come	to	one	for	the	first	time,	but	
there’s a surprise for those who stick with 
it for an hour or so: after the business 
gets taken care of, many of the attendees 
retire to a nearby restaurant to eat, talk 
Porsches, sip their favorite beverages, 

and shoot the breeze in general.
So, think of it as a “Meet and Greet Lite”, 
a second monthly opportunity to break 
bread with your fellow Porschephiles, 
or an alternative if you can’t make the 
usual Thursday evening Meet and Greet. 
The monthly membership meetings are 
held at 6:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday 
of each month in the education wing 
(entrance around the back) of the Heights 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, at the 
corner of Academy and Moon. So come 
join us, and don’t eat dinner beforehand.

Vance Bass, Vice President

November
Tuesday, November 8 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Sunday, November 13 Ladies Luncheon Mike Suttle and Paula Sears Home

Thursday, November 17 Meet and Greet Mario’s Ristorante

Saturday, November 19 Die Serie #11 Sandia Speedway

December
Saturday, December 10 Christmas Lunch El Pinto

Sunday, December 11 Toys for Tots Butterfield	Jewelry

Tuesday, December 13 Membership/Planning Meeting TBD
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Here’s a recipe for a fun evening 
Roadrunner Region style.  Start 
with the idea that it’s not about the 

cars, it’s about the people.  Add about 35 of 
those fun folks.   

Mix	in	a	variety	of	New	Mexico	fl	avors,	green	
chili, red chili, salsa, con queso, tortillas, 
beans, carne adovada and of course dessert.  
Add a generous amount of laughter, car talk, 
food talk and a couple adult beverages.  Serve 
under a perfect October north valley evening.  
The end result is the 2016 version of the 

Roadrunner	Chili	Cook	off	.		The	patio	of	Steve	
and Ann Waller was set with the checkered 
fl	ag	covered	tables.		Everyone	brought	crock	
pots or aluminum serving trays full of their 
best chili inspired dishes.  Of course, since 
we are a competitive bunch prizes were 
awarded in several categories of food.  The 
winners were Patti Blackwell, Dee Season, 
Peg Baca, Margaret Galaviz, Evelyn Watkins, 
and Marion Simon.   Thanks to everyone who 
attended and brought something to eat.  We’ll 
see you next year.

October Social Chili Cook Off
story and photos by Steve and Ann Waller
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Board Election

The following roster of members of RRR PCA are submitted by the 
Nominating Committee for the 2017 Board of Directors of the RRR 
PCA. 
All have given their consent to be nominated.

President: Mike Suttle
Vice President: Vance Bass
Secretary: Willard MenNe
Treasurer: Yvonne Teske
Members at Large:
James	Wilson
George Watkins
Lisa Hernandez
Doug Brosveen
Steve Waller
Sean Simpson

The By Laws state that this report is to be made to the Secretary and the 
membership	will	be	notified	in	the	Ramblings	and	on	the	website	by	Oc-
tober 15.
Since the Secretary has been on extended vacation, this report is being 
made to the President, the Secretary, the Ramblings editor and the Web-
master.

Sincerely,
Nominating Committee
Paula Sears
Bob Blackwell
Patricia Blackwell
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Send in your RRR Ballot Now

The	window	for	submission	of	ballots	for	the	Roadrunner	Region	officers	
is open now.  The deadline for sending in your ballot is November 
15th.  The ballot can be found in two places on the RRR website.  On 
the homepage there is a ballot button.  The ballot can also be found in 
the October Ramblings in the member documents section.  Print the 
ballot	and	send	in	snail	mail	to	the	Roadrunner	Region	post	office	box	
on the ballot.  There are no contested races in this election.  There are no 
debates.  There may be some thought necessary for the Members of the 
Year nominations.  These folks will be recognized at the Holiday party 
brunch in December.  Thank you.  

November Social 
The November Meet & Greet is on the 
17th, Thursday, at 6:00 PM.  Let’s eat 

Italian at Mario’s Pizzeria & Ristorante!  
There are 4  in ABQ and we are meeting 

at the 2401 San Pedro, NE location.  
This	is	next	to	Butterfield’s	Jewelers.		
The parking is a little tight, however, 
all of the other businesses in the strip 

mall close at 5:50 or 6:00, so we should 
have plenty of room.  Separate checks, 
good Italian food, “Sal” says they will 
take good care of us, and fun Porsche 

People…you should come!  

Please RSVP to 
mmilmen@gmail.com by 

November 16 so I can give 
Sal a correct head-count.

Located at
2401 San Pedro, NE
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This year Roadrunner Region will join many other PCA regions 
nationwide in a Phil-a-Frunk food drive.  In New Mexico many families 
and	individuals	go	hungry	because	of	their	fi	nancial	situation.	The	
Roadrunner Food Bank is a warehouse distribution center for non 
perishable	food.		This	non	profi	t	organization	collects	and	distributes	
food to charity organizations throughout central New Mexico.  The 
national	day	for	PCA	regions	to	participate	in	this	eff	ort	is	Wednesday,	
November	30th.		The	general	idea	is	to	fi	ll	our	cars	and	SUVs	with	non	
perishable food, then car pool from a meeting location to the Roadrunner 
Food Bank to deliver the goods.  Details for the Phil-a-Frunk Roadrunner 
Region long term involvement are still being worked out.  

For members thinking about participating, choose food products that 
are in boxes, cans, or plastic bottles and do not have to be refrigerated.  
Examples include Canned/ Shelf-stable tuna and or Chicken/meat, 
Macaroni and Cheese, Canned/Boxed Pasta, Canned Beef Stew, Canned 
Chili,	Creamy	Peanut	Butter,	Jelly,	Canned	Green	Beans,	Canned	Corn,	
Canned Fruit, Breakfast Cereal and Hot Cereal, Non refrigerated boxed 
or powered milk or rice milk.

Phil-a-Frunk for Charity
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Hello Zone 9ers,

Even though this is the November report, I’m 
reporting on September activities because of the due 
date of the report. So September means Club Racing 
for Zone 9! Rocky Mountain Region moved their Club 
Race and HPDE to early September because it was 
just too hot to have the event in mid-August. Saturday 
was breezy all day but Sunday wasn’t too bad. At 
least it didn’t rain or get unbearably hot. The racing 
was	great,	although	I	didn’t	have	too	diffi		cult	of	a	job	
handing out Pirelli hats to the Class winners because 
the Cup classes were pretty small. I helped out with 
Timing & Scoring and tried to learn a few things and 
not make any mistakes! As usual, Rocky Mountain 
Region hosted a great event all weekend – good food, 

fun racing, good music, fun HPDE – what could be 
better??

The following weekend, I headed to Salt Lake City for 
Intermountain Region’s HPDE and Club Race at Utah 
Motorsports Campus (AKA Miller). The event was 
somewhat lightly attended but everyone there had lots 
of track time and the racing was great to watch. 

A few weeks after SLC, I got up at oh-dark-hundred 
and headed to Albuquerque to join my fellow 
Roadrunners for breakfast at Porsche of Albuquerque. 
The dealership is situated perfectly for viewing the 
hot air balloons and although we were not treated to 
balloons	fl	ying	directly	over	the	dealership,	we	still	
had some great views of the hundreds of balloons in 

In the
     Zone
                       Liz Shaw

                         Zone 9 Rep

Continued on page 15
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the west. There were some new special shapes this 
year and I would have loved to have been closer to the 
dragon balloon. I always like seeing Darth Vader and 
this year, Yoda was right next to him.

My PCA schedule will be a little busy for the next 
month or so – Parade planning in Spokane, Carrera 
Region’s OktoberFiesta, and Porsche Experience 
Center (driving a new Carrera S) to round out October. 
Then in mid-November, I’m headed to Ontario, CA, 
for the PCA Tech Tactics and possibly the LA Auto 
Show.

Hope to see you around the Zone! And if you’re vying 
for the coveted Zone 9 Challenge Trophy, please let 
me know which Zone 9 Region and PCA National 
events you’ve attended. I already know of a few 
serious contenders.

Liz Shaw
Zone 9 Rep

Hope to see you around the Zone! And if you’re vying 



16Roadrunner Ramblings November 2016

Eric Maxon
RR: Eric, before we talk about your car life, what other 
lives do you lead?
EM: My wife and I own Steward’s Plumbing.  Most 
of my working days are spend doing plumbing work 
and managing the business.  I do plumbing for several 
charity organizations and sit on several boards for non 
profi	ts.		We	have	a	14	year	old	daughter	and	I’ve	been	
a soccer referee in years past. I’ve played soccer since I 
was young and love watching soccer.
RR:		Is	there	anyone	who	had	been	an	infl	uence	in	your	
car life?
EM: I’ve always loved driving.  A few years ago my 
wife surprised me with a birthday present of a track 
drive in Las Vegas in a Lambo Aventador.  I had a ball.  
It was shock treatment for a driving enthusiast.  The 
other	infl	uence	was	a	Roadrunner	Region	drive	out	
with Michael Galaviz.  After the breakfast break he let 
me drive his car.  I loved the drive.  So Michael was a 
big	infl	uence.		After	that	it	was	all	Porsche.	
RR:  Any other cars you’ve own that were special?
EM:  I learned to drive in a mid seventies BMW 2002. 
Not a Porsche but was an exciting drive.  I drove a 
friends Lancia in high school.  So, I’ve enjoyed driving 
nearly every car I’ve owned.
RR:		You’ve	recently	bought	your	fi	rst	Porsche,	what	
do you own?

EM:  I have a 2012 Boxster in black.  It’s fantastic.  
Came with a PDK transmission.  I love the PDK.  
Whether in automatic mode or shift mode it’s very 
responsive.  When I started looking for a car it was 
manual or nothing.   After more research and talking 
with Michael the window opened for a PDK.  My wife 
hasn’t driven it yet, and my daughter already has said 
she won’t ask to drive it.
RR: Any experiences with the Boxster that stick out?
EM:  My wife and I drove the car to a convention in 
Salt Lake City.  Very fun.  I recently drove the car 
around the enchanted loop from Taos through Angel 
Fire, Eagles Nest, and spent the night in Cimmaron.  
It was a gorgeous drive.  We spent the night at the St. 
James	Hotel	in	Cimmaron.
RR:  How many speeding tickets have you gotten?
EM:  Laugh.  Had I not invested in some technology 
prior to the Salt Lake City trip it might have been four 
just on that trip.  I’ve been lucky through the years in 
when to go fast and when to not.  
RR:  Is there a Porsche other than your Boxster that 
would look good in your garage?
EM:  Oh yes, I would love to have a 911 Turbo S 
convertible.  My wife is thinking more like a Cayenne.  
And the new Cayman is gorgeous.  So would be a hard 
decision.
RR:  How long have you been in the Roadrunner 
Region?
EM:  I’ve owned the car and joined the region about six 
months ago. 
RR:  You may not have gone to any national Porsche 
events, any thoughts about that in your future?
EM:		Defi	nitely.		Also,	I’m	excited	to	try	autocross.		So	
far we’ve just enjoyed coming to a few events in the 
region.
RR:  Any advice for new members like yourself in the 
club.
EM:  Get involved.  It’s a great group of people.  There 
is so much knowledge in the members.  If you have a 
question, someone will now the answer.  

ROADRUNNER 
REGION Member Profi leInterview by Steve Waller
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World Endurance Championship at 
Circuit of the Americas, Austin TX

A small group of five Roadrunner 
Region members ventured out 
to Austin and the Circuit of the 

Americas for an extended weekend 
in September to enjoy the excitement 
of endurance racing, and the heat 
and humidity of late summer in south 
central Texas. Boy it was hot, and 
humid! Despite the headline event, the 
sixth round of the World Endurance 
Championship, starting at 5pm and 
running through to 11pm, the track 
temperature was in triple digits the 
entire day and night.

Setting	off		on	Thursday,	the	Roadrunners—Harry	
Season (997 Turbo S), Bill Muir (993 C2S), Mike 
Rothman	(997	Carrera	S),	Jules	Doty	(964	C4),	and	
Phil	Ganderton	(981	GT4)—arrived	at	the	track	on	
Friday afternoon to see the qualifying for all races, 
including the IMSA Challenge races being held in 
conjunction with the FIA WEC race.
Saturday was a very long day, arriving at the 
track in the morning to already searing heat and 
uncomfortable humidity. However, plenty of water 
and the sounds and smells of GT racing soon had 

everyone absorbed and unconcerned. COTA, as 
it’s referred to, is an amazing track, undulating 
throughout its 3.4 miles and 20 turns, providing 
many	diff	erent	viewing	experiences	but	all	with	
one common theme: incredible sounds of cars 
being pushed to their limits for hours on end. One 
highlight of COTA is the view from atop the 25 
story Observation Tower. 
Porsche is leading the WEC competition for both 
drivers and manufacturers in the LMP class, but 
unfortunately falling behind in the GT classes, 
being out powered by the Ford GTs, Ferraris and 
Aston Martins. Still, in the premier class, the race 
is always heated between the Porsches and the 
Audis,	and	it	was	no	diff	erent	at	COTA.	The	Audi	

story and photos by Phil Ganderton

A A small group of five Roadrunner small group of five Roadrunner everyone absorbed and unconcerned. COTA, as 
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R18s were clearly faster in the very hot early hours 
of the race, but as the sun set and temperatures 
fell slightly, the Porsches and Toyotas gained 
ground.	Thanks	to	a	very	well	timed	yellow	fl	ag	pit	
stop, and a subsequent shunt of the leading Audi 
by a Ford GT, the no.1 Porsche driven by Timo 

Bernhard, Mark Webber, and Brendon Hartley 
led	the	fi	eld	home	to	take	another	win.	As	was	the	
case with Porsche’s last minute win at Le Mans 
this year, COTA proved that endurance racing is 
long, hard, and unpredictable. A Porsche 911 RSR 
came second in the GTE-Am class, but otherwise 

Porsche’s GT cars didn’t podium. Fortunately, they 
fared better in the IMSA races with Porsche 991 
RSRs	taking	fi	rst	and	second	in	the	GTLM	class.
The intrepid Roadrunners spent the next few days 
in the Texas Hill Country, including a wonderful 
drive of the Twisted Sisters, a well-known group of 
country roads (335, 336, and 337) west of Kerrville. 
Thanks to Harry Season for scoping this out during 
a previous trip in his R-Gruppe 911. Of course, the 
trip home is always a slog, as eastern New Mexico 
is	pretty	fl	at,	and	pretty	colorless.	All	in	all,	though,	
it was 1800 miles of great Porsche driving, and 
even better Porsche camaraderie.

R18s were clearly faster in the very hot early hours 

came second in the GTE-Am class, but otherwise 
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The second to the last weekend 
in October saw the Carrera 
Region not only hosting their 

annual Oktober Fiesta weekend, but 
also celebrating 50 years as a region 
in the Porsche Club of America. 
As was shared with the attendees 
during the Saturday night banquet, 
the Carrera Region is the only 
region in the country allowed to use 
a name trademarked by Porsche as 

their official region name. Pretty 
cool, if you want to ask me. 

Working	off		of	the	Spanish	translation	
of Carrera (race), it must be said that 
while no actual racing occurred as part 
of Oktober Fiesta, there was some keen 
competition that took place during the 
Sunday Autocross; Die Serie #10 on the 
Roadrunner Region calendar.
Of perhaps twenty drivers in total that 

Carrera Region’s OKTOBERFIESTA
Written by: Brian Leduc, Most photos by Mike Courtney and Willard MenNe
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competed, seven Roadrunners also took 
up the challenge of an unusually cone 
intensive course laid out among the 
twisties, straights and sweepers of Arroyo 
Seca raceway. 
Many cones on the back straight paid the 
ultimate price, although the Autocross 
Gods did shine on some competitors and 
frown on others in the form of cone calls 
that never made it into the results due to 
some radio issues, coupled with some 
timing glitches that had some runs being 
hand timed. But as the saying goes, a bad 

day at the autocross is better than a good 
day at work, always, and absolutely. 
All that said, your humble scribe found 
the course to be a ton of fun to drive, 
with a perfect blend of traditional 
autocross elements and some moderately 
fast segments. In the ten years that I 
have taken part in the Oktober Fiesta 
Autocross, this may have been the course 
I have enjoyed driving the most, protests 
by my car’s rev limiter not withstanding.  
Back to our seven intrepid Roadrunners, 
here are the results for DS #10.

Michael Courtney (GT4) P05M 1:08.998

Brian Leduc (964 C2) P02M 1:13.8

James Wilson (Cayman S) P04M 1:14.555

Heather Richards (Cayman S) P04L 1:15.226

Dave Flynn (Boxster) P03M 1:17.015

Lee Staufacher (914) M01M 1:18.539

Bill Oaks (Boxster) S01M 1:22.506

competed, seven Roadrunners also took 
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SAVE THE DATES:  MAY 25 – 28, 2017

Celebrate the 2017 Fiesta New Mexico 
at the Hilton Santa Fe Historic Plaza Hotel 
in beautiful Santa Fe, NM! It’s the 50th 
Year of Roadrunner Region hospitality 
and fun!

• Concours
• Autocross
• Landmarks Rally
• Beautiful New Mexico Drive Outs

There will be a Welcome Reception, 
Continental breakfasts and Awards 
Banquet. You will definitely want the 
commemorative t-shirts and other 
goodie bag items, all included.

 Registration will be 
through 

motorsportreg.com

More details to follow and a 
link to register for this sure-
to-be-sold-out event will 

be emailed and posted  on 
our website soon.

COME 
CELEBRATE 
THE 50TH 

ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE 

ROADRUNNER 
REGION AT 

THIS PREMIER 
EVENT!
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Membership 
    Report

     Paul Teske     
Membership Chair    

As Membership Chair I would like to welcome the new and transferred in members to the Roadrunner Region. 

I would like to invite all the membership to “try us on” at one of the many club events scheduled soon at a 
local venue near you!

You	can	fi	nd	the	schedule	of	upcoming	events	on	the	Roadrunner	website	at	www.rrrpca.com.

I would like to extend an enthusiastic welcome these new members and those who 
have joined us from another region!

Additionally farewell to those transferring to other regions….we hope to see you 
soon at a regional or national event!

Please be safe in your travels….. we will see you at one of our many scheduled Re-
gional events hopefully soon!

National Standings for October 2016
Primary Members      75359
Affi		liate	Members					43282

Region Standings for October 2016
Primary Members 390 
Affi		liate	Members	 239
Total Members  629

New Members: 
Jason	Hammons	 2013	Boxster	Black		
Dan Montoya  1979 911 SC Targa White

Transfers In:   
Paul Martin 1990 Carrera 4 GP White Longhorn  Region

Transfers Out: 
Larry Schneider 2017 Carrera Targa Coastal Empire
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Call 954.385.0330 technolab/pedrosgarage
Florida Pre-Purchase Inspections (PPI)

technolab

954.385.0330 • www.PedrosGarage.com

We also offer: Bolt-on HP kits, ECU Chip, HID/LED 
Performance Parts, Brake Caliper Restoration & Painting, 
AX & DE Magnetic Bras and Numbers, much more.

PedrosGarage

FREE DIY tutorials
and technical info
on our website.

The IMS bearing fix: DOF

 We carry the techNOwind  clear windstop for 981

We have the technoFix
IMS bearing Direct Oil Feed
solves the lubrication issue

of the bearing affordably
fits all ‘97-’08 Porsches

IMS bearing Direct Oil Feed
solves the lubrication issue
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This is KEY INFO, literally.
We will try to give you as much “Key” 
information as possible in this article, 
as there’s a lot of misinformation 
regarding this topic.

Most of our cars came with 2 keys from the 
factory.
Many times, if the car is sold, the second key 
doesn’t transfer ownership or the original owner 
may have lost or misplaced a key throughout 
the years so the car is left with just one key.  I 
see this a lot when I perform Pre-Purchase 
Inspections.
It is good to note that the keyless entry (remote) 
is an option.  Porsches do not come standard with 
remote controlled locks, so there are plenty out 
there with a good old-fashioned manual entry.
I ordered my 1998 with keyless entry and my car 
came with 1 key with remote and one manual 
key. Now a days, cars that are ordered with the 
keyless entry option come with 2 keys with 
remote.

A Porsche key is made up of multiple parts:
Blade - The mechanical portion of the key that 
actuates the tumblers in the lock

Immobilizer	Pill	-	A	passive	RF	unique	identifier,	
which allows the car to start
Remote Control - Radio transmitter to set or open 
the locks / alarm and other
Battery - Powers the remote-control operations
O-ring - Helps keep the key water-resistant
Fob - Contains all the parts 

The blade is laser etched and unique to each car.  
It only operates the mechanical tumblers in the 
door and steering locks.
If lost or damaged, the factory can supply a 
replacement as each car’s key info is stored in 
their archives.  Visit your local dealer for this 
service.

The immo pill is the security (anti-theft) feature 
in	your	car.		It	is	a	unique	passive	identifier,	
which	reflects	a	string	of	numbers	that	must	
match what is programmed into the Central 
Locking Unit’s memory.  Without this pill the car 
won’t even crank, even if the blade is the correct 
one for the car. 

Tech Tips from Pedro

Key Info
 by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA
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The Remote Control is a small radio transmitter, 
and like the immo pill, sends a string of numbers 
that have been preprogrammed into the CLU to 
actuate the door locks, front trunk lid, rear trunk 
lid, etc.  The remote control uses a common, 3 
volt button battery which needs to be replaced 
every few years.  The battery model is 2032.

The Fob keeps all the parts together in one easy-
to-operate enclosure which also is water-resistant 
to protect the electronics.  It is not water-proof 
and many have been damaged when sent through 
the wash cycle having been left in a trouser 
pocket.
If you purchase a new key fob it will contain a 
new immo pill and a new remote control with a 
new battery but not the blade.
If you want to have a complete second (or third, 
or fourth) key, keep in mind that you’ll also have 
to order a new laser-etched key blade.
The cars have capacity to store up to four (4) 
different	remote	/	immo	combinations.

But sometimes the remotes stop working.
What can it be?
Several things:  
The most obvious is a dead battery.  Carefully 
pry open the fob and replace.
The telltale sign that it’s a dead battery is that 
the red LED won’t light up or will be very faint 
when one of the buttons is pressed.  Note, the (+) 
side goes towards the outside.
If the car has been parked for over 6 days, the 
remote’s receiver is automatically deactivated.  
Open the door with the key, insert the key in the 
ignition and start the car.  The remote is now 
active again.
You could have the “Outside Lock-in Range”.  If 
the remote transmitter is operated more than 256 
times without reaching the associated receiver 
(e.g. vehicle out of range or vehicle battery dead 
or disconnected), the vehicle will not recognize 
the remote the next time it is activated.  This can 
happen if the key button is pressed continuously 
in a pant pocket or purse.  If the number of 
operations is less than 1024, it is possible to 
perform re-synchronization as follows:
1.  Switch on ignition with key and valid 

transponder
2. 	Switch	off	ignition
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3. Remove key from steering lock
4. Operate remote within 6 seconds after the key 

has been removed.  The lock-in   range has 
now been reset to zero (0) as is the case with 
every recognized remote operation.

The remote itself may be damaged. When a door 
doesn’t open immediately upon depressing the 
button, what do we do?  We press harder!
After multiple times the delicate circuitry in the 
remote may break a circuit line or a component 
may just die.  

Whenever you replace a remote or an 
immobilizer pill, they have to be programmed 
into the car’s memory.  The new fob with a 
remote and immo pill will come with its factory 
security codes and they need to be input into 
the car’s Central Locking Unit using a Porsche-
specifi	c	computer	(PST-II	or	PIWIS)	which	
the Porsche Dealers and some Independent 
Shops have.  This way, the old key blade is just 
transferred over to the new key fob.

For more information on “Key Information” 
and more, please visit my website: www 
PedrosGarage.com.
Happy Porsche’ing,
Pedro
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FOR SALE

2006 Porsche Cayman S, 2-door hatchback coupe with 89,490 miles for sale for 
$22,850 OBO.  Single owner and clean title available.  Beautiful and rare cobalt blue 
exterior with gray interior.  Six-speed manual transmission with six-cylinder 3.4L 
mid-engine.  All service records available, and all service done by local Porsche 
dealership.  Dual power seats and windows, A/C, cruise control, leather seats, seat 
heaters, premium 19” alloy wheels, Power door and remote locks with two keys, 
automatic rear spoiler, CD audio, ABS brakes, Traction Control, Stability Control.  
Four air bags.  Trunk space in both the front and back.  Tires recent and in good 
condition.  This Porsche always garaged and lived in dry New Mexico climate.  
VIN#: WP0AB29826U785397.

Call Ned (505)238-4286; email: ned@ngodshall.com

2006 Porsche Cayman S
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NEW! 
  Roadrunner Porsche Club 
Welcome Roadrunners!
Your Roadrunner Porsche Club has a new website that should 
allow all of us easier navigation and at the same time provide 
you with the  information you want to see.

Our web address has changed to: 
rrrpca.com
You no longer have to login to download the Ramblings.
We will have a single password protecting the documents containing club 
members’ personal email and phone number or address information. You 
should have received the password in an email sent by me on Sunday, 
November 29. This password will work until the next time I change it for 
security	reasons,	and	you	will	all	be	notifi	ed	only	by	email	when	a	password	
change is made. Please do not share this access password with non-members.
When you go to our new website you will see a menu bar at the top of your screen.
This	is	one	way	to	navigate	this	website.	Clicking	on	the	diff	erent	tabs	and	their	drop	down	menus	will	move	you	between	the	
pages.
You will also see large images and the home page allows for you to scroll down the home page and click on many of the menu 
tabs to see the latest information. Click on any of these sections and you are then taken to that page of information.
Try	clicking	around--explore	the	site.	Please	send	comments	or	issues	to	me.	We	have	tested	this	on	many	diff	erent	devices	but	
not every device that everyone uses.
Our	goal	was	to	create	a	website	that	is	easier	to	manage	and	easier	for	members	to	fi	nd	the	information	they	need.	It	is	our	
hope	that	you	will	use	it	more	often,	and	be	able	to	benefi	t	from	the	posts	and	information.
We hope that you enjoy the new design, and fi nd it easier to use going forward. 
On behalf of the Board,
Thank you!
webmaster@rrrpca.com
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You CAN enjoy a 4-color printed 
copy of Roadrunner Ramblings 

every month by ordering it here!
It’s easy!  It should cost less than $10, plus shipping.
1. Go to your computer.
2. Enter www.magcloud.com.
3. Set up an account with a credit card.
4. Search for Roadrunner Ramblings and you’ll see all the 2015-2016 issues.
5. Browse the issues and select the issue you’d like to have a beautiful 
      hard copy of.
6. Fill out the order form.
7. Our copy arrived about a week later, and it’s gorgeous!

Important Documents 
available in the Members 
Only section of the website.
  Current Roadrunner Financials
  Minutes from All Board Meetings
  Current Membership Directory
  Region Deadlines and Information

You don’t need a login to download the 
Ramblings. Refer to your “welcome new 
member” email OR  the “new website” 
email for the security password required to 
view any member documents or member 
information. OR contact 
ann@mulhernadvertising.com
Thank you!
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We Need Your Photos 

and Stories!

Ramblings is always looking for PCA   
members’ contributions!  Got anything you 
think might be interesting? 
Send it in to Ann Mulhern at 
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We’d love to see it!
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