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TOP DOWN
Happy April! 

Fiesta is now only two months away. The Fiesta 
team is hard at work and promising a great 
event in Santa Fe this Memorial Weekend. 
This year we will welcome special guests Brian 
Redman and David Hobbs, who will share their 
racing experiences at a special dinner on May 
29th. 

We need your help! We will be looking for 
volunteers in the near future to help with 
Fiesta. Please watch Ramblings and email 
blasts for your opportunity to help out. 

If you missed the virtual beer tasting conducted 
by Marble Brewery the Saturday before Saint 
Patrick’s Day, you missed a great event. The 
Marble Brewmaster answered participants’ 
questions and the discussion was lively. Many 
thanks to Jenny Walter our Social Chair, for 
getting this event organized. If you have an 
idea for a social event, please let us know.    

The Roadrunner autocross season officially 
starts on April 10th with the first points event 
at Sandia Speedway. Registration for the event 
has already been closed and 36 Roadrunners 
have signed up to participate. The competition 
this year will be fun to watch as the competitor 
field is packed with Boxster Spyders, Cayman 
GT4’s and GTS’s. I expect the competition 

between Ken and his son Andy to heat up as 
Andy was faster in pre-season. Also, Paul and 
Melanie Dodd will be joined by their son Brian, 
one of our newest Roadrunners.   

To help get everyone ready for the start of the 
season, we held an Autocross Tech Session 
on March 4th. Instructors Paul Dodd and Jim 
Garton presented an informative class, with 
lots of great tips to help drivers improve.  This 
was followed by Instructor Tom Reynolds 
providing a virtual course walk-through prior 
to the Frostbite. After our Frostbite event, Tom 
conducted a virtual review of videos of course 
runs taken by participants during the Frostbite 
event. Tom offered tips and helpful suggestions 
to drivers as he reviewed the videos taken from 
their in-car cameras. 

Driveout Chair, Steve Johnson, has scheduled 
our first official driveout of 2021. See Steve’s 
announcement in this issue of Ramblings. Sign 
up early as space is limited.   Thank you Steve 
for getting this organized. If you have an idea 
for a driveout, please let Steve know.  

I hope to see everyone at an event soon, be 
safe and drive safe. 

George Watkins 
president@rrrpca.com

GEORGE WATKINS 
REGION PRESIDENT
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Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member and other outside submissions for space and content.  If there 
is a reason to publish an article exactly as submitted please let us know.

I’ll be honest, I’ve never been a big watcher of 
car racing on TV.  In the case of sports car racing 
there was always too many cars on the track at 
one time.  And too many classes of cars.  GTLM, 
DPi, LMPH etc, very confusing.  I still sorta feel 
that way but I have been watching more IMSA 
racing lately.   And crazy enough, Ann has been 
watching too.

So I found myself excited about the schedule of 
racing in North America this year of the Porsche 
Carrera Cup.  This racing series will feature 
eight races (one in March) at various road course 
tracks in the east and midwest.  And the best 
part is, all the drivers will be driving identical all 
new 911 GT3 Cup cars.  Each race will be a 45 
minute sprint event.  There will also be a Porsche 
Junior program for up and coming young racers.  
I pulled a article from Porsche newswire to give 
everyone a heads up on this series that hopefully 
will be broadcast on TV or over the net.  

Pedro Bonilla has been a tech contributor to 
Ramblings for a long time.  My search of his 
website turned up an article that helped me 
understand some confusing numbers and and 
terms surrounding the wheels on you car.  We 
generally place Pedro’s article at the back of the 
Ramblings newsletter so I encourage readers to 
get to his article this month.

As George mentioned in his President’s column 
Roadrunner autocross got off to a good start 
in 2021.  Many new competitors over the past 
couple years have made AX very exciting.  
Enough so, that when things open up a little 
more, maybe we could even have spectators.  

There are new members to the region and to 
PCA every month.  Being exposed to the history 
and culture of the Porsche world has for me 
been a central part of being a car owner.  The 
history of the Porsche Club of America has been 
a important part of that culture.  PCA historian 
RJ Wilmoth contributes an article on the 
history of the PCA.  Anyone new to the largest 
dedicated car club in the world should enjoy this 
article.

Finally, I will echo George’s comments about 
volunteering for Fiesta New Mexico.  The 
planners have put in much time and energy 
producing a high quality event.  Once the 
weekend gets underway it will be the volunteers 
that really make the program run smoothly.  So 
when the call for volunteers goes out please 
contribute some of your time and energy.

I hope you enjoy this issue of Ramblings.

Steve Waller 
ramblings@rrrpca.com

FIFTH GEAR
STEVE WALLER 

EDITOR
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www.veritas-athena.com

Do you have a power of attorney in place? What does a power of attorney 
provide? When does a power of attorney terminate? Do you have a health 
care directive? Why is it important? Do you have a will? Is a will necessary? 
What are the alternatives to probate? Is there a family member who is 
incapacitated and needs help with daily care and their �nances? How can 
that family member be helped? Have you done any estate planning of your 
assets? How do you ensure �nancial protection of your assets?

 Is your family disagreeing about how to care for an older relative? 

Veritas Athena, LLC, is in the business of assisting you to plan for life 
management and decisions. We do in-home free consultations and visits to 
discuss all aspects of life management. We assist you in considering all the 
alternatives available and prepare the documents needed to protect your 
future and your family’s. The Veritas Athena, LLC team has combined 
experience of over 50 years in �nance, legal, administration and court work.

VERITAS ATHENA, LLC
Protecting your future

Protect yourself and your family from the 
consequences of not preparing for the future.

Contact us today for a free consultation.

GREG IRELAND
505-385-1502

CRYSTAL ANSON
505-337-9151

This beautiful, one-owner 1998 Porsche Boxster ragtop 
has been driven only 37,540 miles.  It’s a 5-speed manual 
transmission vehicle and has been well loved and cared for, 
driven only in good weather and otherwise covered with an 
official Porsche cover and garaged.  It was originally serviced 
by Momentum Porsche in Houston, then by Bob Hindson 
Racing in Kansas City and by European AutoWerks in  
Santa Fe.  Most of the service records, including regular oil 
and oil filter changes, are available.

The black exterior shines, in part because it was given a ceramic 
coating in 2019, and the tan leather interior has retained its softness 
and luster because the owner has consistently applied leather 
conditioner. The original floormats are in pristine condition. New 
Michelin tires were installed at 36,700 miles.  

Penelope needs a new, good home.  $12,500.

FOR SALE
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Please note:  Due to the uncertainty around COVID 19 health restrictions, the 2021 Roadrunner calendar has 
not been finalized.  The board / membership meetings will be held online only.  Any member can participate.  

Contact Roadrunner Region President George Watkins for access.

APRIL

Saturday, April 10 Autocross Sandia Speedway

Tuesday, April 13 Board / Membership meeting Online ZOOM

Saturday, April 24 La Ventana Arch Drive Out 2701 Coors Blvd NW

MAY 

Saturday, May 1 Autocross Sandia Speedway

Tuesday, May 11 Board / Membership meeting Online ZOOM

Thurs.- Sun May 27-30. Fiesta New Mexico Santa Fe, NM

JUNE

Saturday, June5 Autocross Sandia Speedway

Tuesday, June 8 Board / Membership meeting Online ZOOM

JULY 

Tuesday, July 13 Board / Membership meeting Online ZOOM

Saturday, July 31 Autocross Sandia Speedway

AUGUST

Tuesday, Aug 10 Board / Membership meeting Online ZOOM

SEPTEMBER

Saturday, Sept 11 Autocross Sandia Speedway

Tuesday, Sept 14 Board / Membership meeting Online ZOOM

Please note:  During this time of social distancing due to COVID-19 in person board meeting will be suspended.  The meetings will be held either 
online or by phone conference call.  Any member can participate.  To gain access contact Roadrunner Region President George Watkins.

2021 CALENDAR
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OCTOBER

Saturday, Oct 9 Autocross Sandia Speedway

Tuesday, Oct 12 Board / Membership meeting Online ZOOM

NOVEMBER 

Tuesday, Nov. 9 Board / Membership meeting Online ZOOM

DECEMBER 

Tuesday, Dec. 14 Board / Membership meeting Online ZOOM

ROADRUNNER REGION DRIVE OUT 2021
La Ventana Arch Cibola County

Join your fellow Roadrunners as we take the road less travelled to La 
Ventana Arch. The arch is located in the El Malpais National Conservation 

Area. The drive can include an optional side trip to Sandstone Cliffs.
Date: April 24, 2021

Time: 9:30 meet 
9:40 Mandatory drivers meeting
Location:  2701 Coors Blvd NW  

(This is a closed Golden Corral Restaurant Parking lot)
Lunch options:  Bring your own picnic lunch to eat at La Ventana arch OR 

Travel to Laguna Burger at Laguna Pueblo

RSVP to Steve Johnson  stevelee944@gmail.com
This drive out will be limited to 25 cars

Please RSVP prior to April 21, 2021
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Interested in the Macan, Cayenne, Panamera or Taycan? 
PCA’s new Perfourmance News monthly e-newsletter features the latest news and information 
about all four-door Porsches.

Perfourmance News offered by PCA is geared for four-door Porsche owners and enthusiasts interested 
in the latest news articles and feature stories about Panamera, Taycan, Macan, and Cayenne vehicles.

PAST EDITIONS:  http://archive.aweber.com/awlist5184484
SIGN UP TODAY:  https://ww2.pca.org/email/perfourmance  

PCA’s new Perfourmance News monthly e-newsletter features the latest news and information 

Perfourmance News offered by PCA is geared for four-door Porsche owners and enthusiasts interested 
in the latest news articles and feature stories about Panamera, Taycan, Macan, and Cayenne vehicles.
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MEET ROADRUNNER MEMBER

ED RISLEY
INTERVIEW BY LILIA CHACON

RR: Before we talk about your car life…what 
other lives do you lead?

Ed Risley: I work at Daniels Insurance doing 
risk management. I’ve lived in New Mexico for 
40 years including 27 in Santa Fe. I’m married 
and have 4 boys who are pretty much out and 
about now.

RR: Was there anyone who was a car influence 
in your life?

ER: My uncle restored a ’59 Corvette and 
that really lit a fire for me. I fell in love with 
sports cars. I had a string of cars starting in 
high school ( I lived in the Denver area then) 
that were fun when they were running but not 
terrifically practical. I had two ’66 Mustangs, 
a ’75 MGB Midget after college that ran 
about half the time. There was a ’78 Silver 
Anniversary Corvette, a ’91 Corvette, a ’66 
Ford Thunderbird and an ’06 Mazda Speed 6 
which was both reliable AND fun.

RR: What was the first Porsche you 
purchased?

ER: The first Porsche I ever bought was the 
one I just got, a 2016 Cayman GT4. I had 
always loved the Porsche styling, and that it’s 
a real driver’s car. My son, who’s a mechanic, 
drives both a Shelby 350R and a Nissan GTR 
and he said I wasn’t keeping up with him. So 
I looked for 6 months and found this GT4 in 
Boston on PCARMARKET. That should even 
things up for a while.

RR: The Cayman GT4 is 6 speed manual 
only. Tell me again why that presented some 
challenges at first. 

ER: Yes, for an insurance guy I apparently 
failed to accurately assess my own risk while 
riding my mountain bike on Ezra’s Ridge in 
Galisteo Basin. My bike stopped and I didn’t, 
and I broke my left shoulder in 4 places. It’s 
pinned back together but at least now I can 
drive. 

RR: How fast? Any tickets?

ER: No tickets but I don’t want to incriminate 
myself. This car is so amazing, it’ll do 80 in 
2nd gear and I’ve had it up to 130 on the 
road back from Glorieta. I’ve only had it a few 
months and it’s really still teaching me how 
to drive it. I took it up the back side of the 
Sandias and with the super-sticky SportCup 
tires it was just great on the twisties. I love the 
Sport Chrono package. I’m still very much in 
the honeymoon stage with this car.
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RR: Is it wrong to think about another Porsche? 
What other model would you like to bring 
home?

ER: That 918 Spyder’s styling is amazing. I 
love the lines from front to back. The cockpit 
looks ready for takeoff, and it does zero-to-60 
in 2.2 seconds. All I need a million dollars and 
another garage.

RR: How long have you been in the 
Roadrunner Region? What do you most enjoy 
about the Roadrunners Porsche Club? 

ER: I joined the Porsche Club in January and 
I’m already signed up for the Fiesta at the 
end of May. My wife also loves driving so 
we’re looking forward to the cars and the 
camaraderie. 

RR: Any advice for new and existing members 
of the club?

ER: Take advantage of the people and the 
great scenery where we live. I’m already 
planning a 3-day drive this summer in the 
Arizona mountains. There is a really devoted 
community of Porsche lovers that can help you 
go out and play. 

• Stock and performance 
engine building

• Alignments

• Suspension upgrades

• Corner weight and 
balance tuning OEM 
parts and accessories

• Transmission mods  
and rebuilding

• Maintenance for ALL 
daily drivers

• Two and four wheel 
dyno tuning available

Performance MotorCar 
InvestmentsPMCI

505-898-6487    1-800-437-PMCI    www.pmciinc.com

Need Special Service 
for your Porsche? 

FOR OVER 30 YEARS, WE HAVE BEEN NEW MEXICO’S ONLY 
INDEPENDENT PORSCHE ONLY SERVICE FACILITY.  

WE SPECIALIZE IN:

Trust our knowledge. We have a proven track record with FTD’s and track victories 
in Club and Vintage Racing. Call for your appointment today.  

- Russ Kelso, Owner

  FIND US ON FACEBOOK: PerformanceMotor CarInvestments
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Celebrate  
Fiesta New Mexico 2021  

La Fonda Santa Fe.
This is a “not to be missed” event.

• Concours and Show & Shine
• Beautiful New Mexico Drive Outs
• Santa Fe Gimmick Rally
• Legends Dinner featuring speakers  

Brian Redman and David Hobbs
• Fantastic goodie bag and commemorative T-shirt
• More fun than a Porsche can hold
• Farewell Banquet Sunday evening

CLICK HERE TO 
REGISTER!

Space is limited to 180 
participants and/or  

90 cars total so  
register early! 

We look forward to 
sharing this event  

with you.

LAST CALL TO REGISTER 
  MAY 27-30 2021

All information is available at f iestanewmexico.com

The event will be conducted in accordance with any Covid restrictions 
that may be imposed by the State of New Mexico. Please remain 

flexible with us as we work to put together the best event possible.
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Best Quality. Best Price.
Buy directly from the cutter.

Our experience delivers the best color and flash from a gemstone.

The Cutter’s Bench
Bruce Furst 

505-898-7848 
thecuttersbench@hotmail.com
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Exclusive PCA apparel and accessories
Place your PCA pride on display with exclusive apparel, lifestyle products, and vehicle accessories. The PCA 
online store features a wide variety of shirts, jackets, hats, car models, PCA Region items, and much more for 
men, women, and children. 

SHOP ONLINE:  www.pcawebstore.org
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THE PINNACLE OF ONE-MAKE RACING IN NORTH AMERICA  

With the introductory racing season of Porsche Carrera Cup North America on the horizon, our 
focus is for the series to take its place at the highest level of the Porsche Motorsport one-make 
pyramid on the continent. The Series will witness experienced drivers and emerging talent who 
have ambitions of successful careers and significant accomplishments in racing.  

2021 will mark the beginning of a new landscape for Porsche Motorsport North America, which 
will consist of many elements that are sure to contribute to a successful championship. Using the 
latest 911 GT3 Cup car, we anticipate a grid with 25 entries competing over 16 rounds at racing 
circuits across the United States and Canada. Each 45-minute sprint race is sure to be exciting for 

 

 

participants and fans who attend the renowned road courses and temporary street circuits the 
series will visit.  

CHAMPIONSHIP  

Porsche Carrera Cup North America offers four distinct Driver and a Team championships 
wrapped into the premium one-make driver development series in North America.  Each 
championship will compete for a share of $120,000 in total prize money. The all-new Porsche  
911GT3 Cup car (type992,MY21) is the clear weapon of choice in the Pro class to battle for 
overall wins while the venerable type 991.2 Cup is also eligible in 2021 for competition in Pro-
Am. Both models will feature a Porsche ABS system to sharpen performance under a variety of 
track conditions. Adding to this unprecedented award, winners in the Pro, Pro-Am and the Team 
classes each receive an invitation to the exclusive Night of Champions party in Weissach, 
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Germany to celebrate with fellow Porsche champions from around the world creating a truly 
memorable experience.  

All Junior drivers (<23 years of age) get an opportunity to take part in the Porsche Junior 
program where numerous benefits such as driver coaching, nutrition and fitness concepts are 
taught by industry experts. The Porsche Junior program is the ideal stepping-stone for young 
drivers wishing to move up the Porsche pyramid to the highest level of sports car racing. The 
top-rated driver under the age of 23 will also receive an invitation to compete against many of 
the world’s best young drivers at the annual Supercup Shootout in Europe. The Shootout 
provides one driver the coveted position of a supported season in Porsche Mobil 1 Supercup.  

PARTNER PROGRAM AND HOSPITALITY  

Porsche Carrera Cup North America is not only the preeminent one-make racing platform in 
North America, but also offers a premium off-track experience as well.  

The Carrera Cup paddock will have an innovative design to create a unique experience for race 
fans and competitors alike. The layout and curation will create an immersive Porsche-branded 
atmosphere celebrating the past, present, and future of Porsche Motorsport.  

The Carrera Cup hospitality experience will allow family, friends, and associates of the drivers to 
enjoy the day at the track whether or not they are die-hard race fans. The space will serve as a 
hub for food and beverage service, while also providing a high-end and consistent venue for 
networking and business related activities.  

Experience for yourself the camaraderie within the Porsche brand. Learn what it means to be 
done “The Porsche Way” 

This article and images reprinted courtesy of Porsche newswire. 
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MARCH DRIVE OUT
Photos by Steve Waller
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Does PCA have your correct contact information?  Are you sure about that?
When you first signed up with Porsche Club of America, you 
supplied your mailing address, email, possibly your phone 
number, and depending how energetic you were at the 
time, completed the other information so you could receive 
newsletters, magazines, and updates on PCA National and 
Regional information. 

But now years later, have you moved, changed your phone 
number, or gone through a few different email accounts? 
For PCA to be able to contact you for membership renewal 
notices and customize what you want sent to you, your 
information has to be up-to-date in the PCA database. It only 
takes a few minutes following the instructions below.

    STEP 1
Go to https://www.pca.org

    STEP 2
Click on “MEMBERSHIP LOG-IN” to sign in

    STEP 3
Point at “Membership” then click on “My Account”

    STEP 4
Click on “Edit” to access the editable information areas

    STEP 5
Click on “Account” to update your email address, password, address, and email subscriptions 
Click on “Membership” to update your vehicle information

VERY IMPORTANT! At the very bottom, left side of the “Account” and “Membership” pages is the “Save” button 
Don’t forget to click it before leaving the page

Is your account up-to-date?
Accurate  information provides:   • Car raffle announcements• National & Region information• Important PCA announcements        • Event information         • Renewal notices
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PCA HISTORY
THE HISTORY & EVOLUTION OF PCA

Bill Sholar was a commercial artist in the Washington, 
D.C. area in the early 1950’s. He also was an admirer 
of well-designed automobiles, and thus purchased his 
first Porsche, a 1953 356 Coupe. As time passed, Bill 
met other Porsches on the road, always blinking his 
headlights in silent greeting. 

By late 1954, Bill was convinced that a more personal 
meeting would be appropriate with other Porsche 
owners to discuss the positive and, the not-so-posi-
tive aspects of driving the infrequently encountered 
marque. 

Following a first gathering February 8, 1955 at the 
Sholar house, several Porsche owners occasionally 
got together that spring and summer to share knowl-
edge about the unique cars they drove. Eventually 
they decided to start a club. A brief paragraph in the 
August 1955 issue of Sports Car Illustrated informed 
readers that a Porsche club was being formed in the 
United States; all inquiries were directed to Bill Schol-
ar’s attention. Additionally, the Porsche factory was 
petitioned for recognition of the proposed club. 

Unofficially referring to themselves as “the gripe 
group,” they officially titled the new organization the 

Porsche Club of America, and held their first business 
meeting on September 13, 1955, at Blackie’s House of 
Beef in Washington, DC. Thirteen prospective mem-
bers showed up, but one reluctantly had to be asked 
to leave when she revealed that she owned not a 
Porsche, but a Volkswagen, which didn’t qualify under 
the club bylaws.

Those in attendance at that first meeting were Bill 
Sholar, Karl Grimm, Peter Pearman, Ken Twigg, Frank 
Beckett, Gamble Mann, Fred Schulenburg, Bob Flick, 
Bob Elliott, Ray Pitts, Harvey Brown, and Don Carr. 

Bill Sholar was elected President and a press release 
was sent to the factory magazine, Christophorus, 
introducing the Porsche Club of America to oth-
er Porsche enthusiasts. Word spread, and the 190 
Porsche drivers who joined by January 31, 1956 were 
designated as “charter members” of the Porsche Club 
of America (PCA).

As more and more members joined outside the 
Washington, DC area, regions were formed in other 
communities. The original Washington DC group be-
came the Potomac Region, which remained the hub 
of activities. 

1st PCA event, Sept 1955

RJ Wilmoth, National Historian
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First appearing in December 1955, the club’s monthly 
magazine. Porsche Panorama®, kept all members, 
nearby and remote, apprised of the latest technical 
information, factory news and events planned.

Early in 1956, Potomac Region arranged the first 
“Porsche Parade” as a gathering of all PCA members 
and a blanket invitation was extended to all PCAers. 
Held at the Washingtonian Motel in Gaithersburg, 
Maryland from August 29 through September 1, 
1956, this first national convention drew 64 PCA 
members. Apart from a rally, a gymkhana and tech-
nical tips from the factory service reps present, there 
was plenty of time for socializing and pit talk. Living 
up to its name, several Parades later actually featured 
a parade of Porsches through the streets.

By the time of the second Parade, a Concours d Ele-
gance was added to the competitive events. This Pa-
rade also saw the first national officers elected from 
outside the founding region. PCA chartered six more 
regions before the end of that year, starting a trend 
that developed the club into a truly nationwide, and 
later, an international organization.

These early days always saw a group of PCA members 
at local and national sports car races. Many PCAers 
who spent weekends racing their Porsches came out 
as winners; such drivers as Art Bunker, Bob Holbert, 
Lake Underwood and Charlie Wallace were beginning 
to develop Porsche’s “giant killer” reputation in this 
country.

With Max Bunnell as President, the 1958 Parade 
moved to New York state. That year also saw 
Sholar come up with something new for PCA mem-
bers: a trip to the Porsche factory in Stuttgart, Germa-
ny. Eighty-one members made that first “Treffen” (the 
German word for “meeting”) aboard a prop-driven 
Lufthansa Super Constellation, arriving to a welcome 
from not only the factory, but also many of the Ger-
man Porsche Clubs. 

The Treffen® presented the attractive option of taking 
delivery of a new Porsche at the factory, a tradition 
that is still available today. In October of that same 
year, Sholar was appointed PCA’s Executive Secre-
tary, a job he held until 1962, running the day-to-day 
operations of the club with the help of a part-time 
secretary.

The Parade moved west for the first time when Rocky 
Mountain Region hosted the 1960 Parade in Aspen, 
Colorado. This event featured Dr. Ferry Porsche’s first 
appearance at a Parade.

Early in 1961 PCA appointed its first committee chair 
to develop the club’s activities even further and to 
coordinate activities at the Parade. This proved to be 
a great asset to the club, as over 250 PCAers attended 
the sixth Parade. After only six years, PCA had earned 
the reputation as one of the best sports car clubs in 
the world.

In 1963, Sholar moved to a new position with Porsche 
of America Corporation, the U. S. importer. Before 
he did so, PCA’s founder recommended his secretary, 
Jane Nestlerode, as his replacement as Executive 
Secretary. Until her retirement in 1980, Jane became 
synonymous with PCA National, running the office out 
of her home and serving the needs of a membership 
that grew over 800% during her tenure. 

Charter PCAer Ken Twigg was elected President in 
1963 and PCA membership reached 2000 for the first 
time. The 1963 Treffen® saw 40 PCAers take delivery 
of a car at the factory. Through the mid-1960’s PCA 
racers continued to provide Porsche with SCCA vic-
tories, as Bruce Jennings, charter PCAer Don Wester, 
Bert Everett, Joe Buzzetta and others carried the 
Porsche banner into winners’ circles across America in 
cars ranging from the ever-competitive Speedster to 
the more exotic Spyders, 904, and 906. 

Regions were not confined to the continental U.S. as 
Hawaii Region formed in 1959, Germany Region in 
1963 and the Puerto Rico Region in 1994.
 
In 1980, Jane Nestlerode transferred the Executive 
Secretary position to her assistant, Ruth Harte, who 
continued to run the club from the basement of her 
Alexandria Virginia home. A year before her retire-
ment, in 2001, the club moved to rented office space 
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in Springfield Virginia. The current office space in 
Columbia Maryland was purchased in 2010.

Although each Region held a wide variety of events 
and meetings, the Parade became the pinnacle of 
PCA activity and the focal point for friendships among 
far-flung Porsche enthusiasts. By the late 1960’s, a 
typical Porsche Parade kept 500 entrants busy for an 
entire week, not to mention time spent in 
preparation and travel. Classes in speed events and 
concours were expanded as the club’s focus shifted 
to include new Porsche types such as the 911 and its 
many derivatives. The Parade rally offered classes for 
both equipped and unequipped cars.

PCA has experienced an unparalleled growth, not 
only in members, but in the quality of its events 
and services. In 2019, PCA served more than 87,000 
families, with over 134,000 members, in 145 local 
Regions,  making it the largest single marque car club 
in the world. PCA concours standards are second to 
none. Multiple national committees help members 
with technical problems, insurance valuations, event 
safety, region management and newsletters.

Today, activities range from autocrossing, rallying, 
concours, and socializing, to growing interests in 
touring, restoration, Porsche history, and PCA Club 
Racing. A revised “Treffen®” now allows PCA mem-

bers to visit the factory, the new Porsche Museum, 
the area around Stuttgart, Germany, and the R&D unit 
at Weissach. 

A professional staff, headed by Executive Director Vu 
Nguyen, operates the National Office in Columbia, 
Maryland, where a growing historical section is also 
housed. The club functions like a finely-tuned, high 
performance Porsche. One of the objectives stated in 
PCA’s Bylaws is to promote the enjoyment and shar-
ing of goodwill and fellowship engendered by owning 
a Porsche.

As the phrase goes,

“It’s not just the cars, it’s the people…”

Motel Washingtonian Gaithersberg Maryland
Site of the first two PCA Parades, 1956 & 57

Bill Sholar’s 356 at the 1958 Parade
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ROADRUNNERS TACKLE  
FROSTBITE AX COURSE

STORY BY EVELYN WATKINS, PHOTOS BY MIKE COURTNEY AND STEVE WALLER

The first weekend in March turned out to be a 
mild ‘winter’ day with temperatures in the 60s 
and lots of sunshine.  Over thirty Roadrunners 
brought their cars to Sandia Speedway for the 
first autocross of the year.  Registration had been 
suspended a week early and a dozen  persons 
who pre-registered had to be turned away.  
However, we managed to get all the Roadrunners 
a spot on the grid.  And we had a couple of car 
enthusiast spectators--John Paul Gonzalez and 
Charles Mendez, both RRRPCA Board members-
-come down from Santa Fe to see what our 
autocross events are all about.

The turnout was strong, with some drivers 
sporting different cars than in the previous 
seasons, and more changes expected to come in 
April when other ‘new’ wheels arrive.  The class 
in which the drivers had run in previous years is 

expected to change for some as these ‘new’ cars 
are tested on the track.  Frostbite is traditionally a 
non-points (I.e., non-competitive) event but gives 
autocrossers a chance to refresh their skills as well 
as to get their cars ready for the competitive Die 
Serie season.

Porsches took six of the top ten places, with four 
of them being Caymans.  Top spot went to James 
W with his new wheels, followed by Tom R.  All 
of the top ten drivers are familiar names to see 
as running the best times. Alan M has improved 
and now sits in the top ten, after progressing 
from our autocross photographer several years 
ago to currently being a regular competitor 
and moving up each time.  Also of note are the 
number of people who started driving with us just 
last year who have moved up and are drivers to 
watch in 2021.  One of those is Andy R, a Junior 
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Participant Program (JPP) driver, who just got his 
full NM driver’s license last year, and had other 
commitments keeping him from participating  all 
but once in 2020.  Now he’s driving his car like 
he stole it, and I expect lots of more experienced 
drivers are going to see him with times they wish 
they had. 

The course design for Frostbite was similar to 
several done last year. It was a fairly fast course 
with best times running between 60 and 75 
seconds.  There were slaloms with the choice of 
which side to start on, offsets and gates, as well 
as the hairpin turn built into the speedway.  In 
autocross, the course changes for each event, 
although designs are somewhat limited when 
designing it on a road course, such as at Sandia.  
Most of the designs become combinations of 
slaloms,  gates, and a hairpin.  But when running 
on the same track, certain features don’t change 
and there are specific techniques that can be 
learned and will enable a person to have a faster 
time.  

Tom Reynolds, a Roadrunner with skills that have 
put him on the podium at the Sports Car Club 
of America (SCCA) national championships as 
well as being an instructor for the best school for 
autocrossers, has started doing Zoom meetings 
for us to review videos of the cars on the track 
after each event.  Tom suggested these virtual 
reviews since we are in a situation which limits in-
car instruction, one of the most valuable tools to 
improving driving skills.  

The first review was held on-line about ten 
days after Frostbite, with a dozen participants 
watching.  Each participant who chose to share 
their video of driving the course received a 
detailed analysis of their handling of the features 
along the course.  Tom also made comparisons to 
how other drivers negotiated the same feature, 

by shifting between videos. Although some had 
expressed some skepticism  about the value of a 
virtual analysis, after watching one, the value and 
their enthusiasm was evident.  You didn’t have 
to have your own video to attend, and certainly 
didn’t have to provide a video to learn how to 
improve driving the course features. (Now we’re 
looking at mounts for our Go-Pro and having me 
put TrackAddict on my phone.  I know there is lots 
of room for my improvement, and maybe I can 
work on one thing at a time.)

Jim Garton, Chief Driving Instructor, sent the 
following message after the Zoom meeting to all 
the Frostbite participants: 

“ The post event video review went very well 
last night. I encourage everyone to join the 
next one, even if you don’t submit a video for 
review. Tom is very good at analyzing the video 
and explaining the various aspects of driving, 
so this is a very valuable tool for learning 
more about the sport we all enjoy. It is a good 
tool at any time but especially now that we 
[instructors] are limited in what we can do to 
help.

Please join the next one, it will be worth your 
time. The schedule will be made available as 
plans are firmed up.”

Plans are to have the reviews via Zoom on the 
Thursday following each autocross if all goes 
according to plan, and will be announced through 
an email blast and also on the club’s Facebook 
page. The best times for each driver at Frostbite 
2021 are on the next page.
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FROSTBITE 2021 OVERALL FASTEST RUN FOR EACH DRIVER
DRIVERS: 33   RUNS: 263   AVERAGE LAP: 69.769 SECONDS   CONES:104   DNFS:9

FTD:  EXP 37 JAMES W  2021 PORSCHE  CAYMAN GT4  60.990 RUN 8

Class  Driver Vehicle Time  Difference
EXP  James W             2021 Porsche  Cayman GT4           60.990    --
EXP  Tom R        2007 Porsche Cayman S          61.201 (0.211)
EXP  Mike C     2020 Corvette                       61.351 (0.150)
EXP  Jim G           2016 Scion FR86 S                  62.365 (1.014)
EXP  Paul D            1996 Porsche 993                   62.503 (0.138)
ADV  Jimmy A         2004 Subaru STi                     63.525 (1.022)
ADV    Brett W             2016 Fiesta ST                     64.201 (0.676)
EXP      MaryLou H    2014 Porsche Cayman S             65.038 (0.837)
ADV  Alan M           2006 Porsche 911                   65.070 (0.032)
ADV   Damian K        2014 Porsche Cayman S             65.125 (0.055)

^^^^^ Top 10 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

ADV     David F            2009 Porsche Cayman S              65.392 (0.267)
EXP   Steve N           2010 Boxster                       65.761 (0.369)
ADV   George W 2007 Caterham SV                    65.938 (0.177)
NOV     Andy R    2010 VW Golf GTI                    66.399 (0.461)
ADV     Rob B         2018 Porsche Cayman                66.448 (0.049)
ADV    Paul H           2018 Porsche 718 Cayman S        66.484 (0.036)
INT      Ken S                2006 Cayman S                   66.543 (0.059)
NOV     Russell J           2018 Cayman GTS                    67.100 (0.557)
ADV        Heather R     2020 Corvette                       67.132 (0.032)
ADV Evelyn W       2011 Porsche Boxster Spyder       67.498 (0.366)
INT Wally A              2018 Subaru STi                  67.738 (0.240)
INT Shannon S    2021 Cayman GT4                     68.114 (0.376)
ADV Ken R       2011 Boxster Spyder                 69.515 (1.401)
INT Peter MacC   2006 Cayman S                       69.935 (0.420)
NOV Don F                2007 Porsche Cayman S              70.395 (0.460)
INT Roland W            2013 Porsche Boxster S              70.419 (0.024)
INT Cathie T             2007 Porsche Boxster               68.579+1 (0.160)
ADV Dominic C    2007 Mazda MX-5 MSR               71.247 (0.668)
INT Tori G                2011 Boxster Spyder                71.500 (0.253)
NOV Brian T           2007 Porsche Boxster                71.850 (0.350)
NOV Melanie D           2007 Porsche Cayman S          73.133 (1.283)
NOV Aaron S       2014 Cayman S                       74.566 (1.433)
NOV Joanne W       2002 Boxster S                      75.041 (0.475)
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NEW MEXICO’S WHEEL ALIGNMENT EXPERTS

• State of the art Hunter alignment equipment
• Factory or custom alignment settings
• Race or Street Race options including aftermarket 

adjustments, chassis weights and corner balancing
• Stability control reset

SCHEDULE ONLINE OR CALL US:
(505) 738-8503     chetswheelalignment.com

7815 Menaul Blvd NE , Albuquerque, NM 87110
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APRIL 2021
As Membership Chair I would like to welcome 
the new and transferred in members to the 
Roadrunner Region.

Once Covid restrictions are relaxed and we 
can begin to resume in person club events, we 
encourage you to join in the fun.  The schedule 
of upcoming events can be found on the 
Roadrunner website at www.rrrpca.com.

Total Primary Members 460  
Affiliate Members 281  
Total Region Membership 741  
   
Test Drive Participants 6  
PCA Juniors 13

PCA National Membership: 
Primary Members 89,652 
Affiliate Members 48,577 
Lifetime Members 17 
Total 138,246

New Members: 
Carol Adams – Bernalillo -  
2017 Macan GTS Jet Black Metallic

Arthur Bailey – Santa Fe –  
2016 Cayman S Black Edition

Bryan Blasy – Albuquerque –  
1987 924S Black

Mathew Bloxham – Rio Rancho –  
2005 911 Carrera S Seal Gray Metallic

Michael Buehler – Albuquerque –  
1996 911 Carrera 4S

Brian Dodd – Albuquerque –  
2007 Cayman S Slate Grey

Sara Rogers – Placitas –  
2011 Boxster Blue

Guillermo Ruiz-Arguelles – Puebla, Mexico –  
1974 911 Mexico Blue

Teresa Tyo – Santa Fe –  
2013 Panamera S

Transfers In: 
Michael K. Fabian – Sandia Park – 1978 911 SC –  
Arizona Mountain
Lee Romine – Santa Fe – 1990 911 Carrera 2 -  
Whiskey Bay 

Transfers Out: 
Henry Nemick – Lone Star

Lapsed: 
None

MEMBERSHIP
ROLAND WEILE 

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR



39ROADRUNNER RAMBLINGS APRIL 2021

Important Documents available 
in the Members Only section of 
the website. 
 Minutes from All Board Meetings 
 Current Membership Directory 
 Region Deadlines and Information

You don’t need a login to 
download the Ramblings. 
Refer to your “welcome new 
member” email OR  the “new 
website” email for the security 
password required to view any 
member documents or member 
information. OR contact  
ann@mulhernadvertising.com
Thank you!

We Need Your Photos  

and Stories!

Ramblings is always looking for PCA   
members’ contributions!  Got anything you 
think might be interesting?  
Send it in to Ann Mulhern at  
ann@mulhernadvertising.com 
We’d love to see it!
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Tech Tips from Pedro

WHEELS
 by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA

You may want to update the look of your car 
with an almost-new set of takeoff wheels you 
found, or you may be looking for a second set 
of wheels for track or winter use, so since they 
came off another Porsche, they’ll fit you car, 
right?

Not so fast!  There’s a bunch of stuff you 
should first look at before you take the plunge 
or you may regret it.

Wheels are actually quite complex in design, 
fitment and materials used, so we’ll try to clear 
up some of all that info.

Materials and Manufacturing:

Depending on the type of auto, and its 
intended use(s) the wheels are manufactured in 
specific ways and with different materials.

Let’s first look at the different materials.

Steel:  Steel wheels are easy and cheap to 

make.  Most of the wheels up to the 60s were 
made of steel.

Aluminum: Provides many of the benefits of 
steel but also offers the reduced weight that 
comes from using a lighter raw material.  The 
majority of the wheels today, particularly in 
sport cars, are made from aluminum.

Magnesium:  Generally used only for racing.  
Magnesium is even lighter than aluminum, but 
it comes at a higher price.  Magnesium wheels 
require a lot of maintenance and can ignite if 
subjected to extremely high temps.

Carbon Fiber:  The latest of the “exotic” 
materials used in wheels.  Lighter and stronger 
than steel, aluminum or magnesium, carbon 
fiber is ideal for racing and special applications. 
Its only downside at the moment is its very 
high cost which makes magnesium wheels look 
affordable.

The different ways in which wheels are 
manufactured can greatly affect the quality and 
cost of the wheel as well.

Cast:  Most wheels use the gravity cast forming 
process, where molten metal gets poured into 
a mold and forms a single piece wheel that’s 
easy and cheap to make.

A second way to cast wheels is by using the 
low pressure casting method which uses 
positive pressure to fill the mold.  This creates 
a denser, more uniform product which will 
therefore be heavier than by using the cast 
forming process.
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Tech Tips from Pedro

WHEELS
Flow Formed:  Starts with a low-pressure casting 
and uses strong rollers to shape the barrel and 
lips under extreme pressure and heat.  This way of 
manufacturing also strengthens stiffens and adds 
resistance to impact.

Forged:  Forging begins with a billet block 
of special aluminum alloy.  The wheel or its 
components are then CNC’d or pressed from 
the block of metal.  The aluminum alloys used in 
forging generally offer a superior quality product 
allowing for the use of less material to make a 
stronger and lighter wheel.

Forging also offers much more flexibility and 
creativity in wheel design.

Multi-piece wheels:  This way of modular 
manufacturing breaks up the wheel in sections.  
The main benefit is that this allows changing the 
dimensions of the wheel versus monoblock wheels 
that are forged or cast into a fixed size.

Multi-piece wheels allow for increase or decrease 
of the wheel’s width and change of the offset.  In 
case of wheel damage, only the damaged part is 
replaced, reducing cost.

Parts of the wheel:

Barrel:  The part that spans the distance between 
the outboard and inboard flanges

Bead Seat:  The flat area of the flange where the 
tire rests on

Bolt Pattern:  The number of lug seats to the 
diameter of the circle formed by them

Center Cap:  Caps the center bore on the face of 
the wheel

Centerline:  Imaginary line equidistant from both 
flanges

Diameter:  The diameter of the wheel measured 
from bead to bead (usually in inches)

Lip:  The outermost edge of the wheel

Lug (Nut/Bolt) Seat:  The type of seat (Tapered, 
Mag with washer or Ball)

Mounting Pad:  The flat center area where the 
wheel mounts onto the hub

Outboard / Inboard Flange:  Made up of the 
outer / inner lip and the bead seats

Offset:  Distance between the centerline and the 
mounting pad (usually in mm)

Valve Stem Hole:  The location where the valve 
stem is installed.

Wheel Face:  The outer face of the wheel

Wheel Width:  Distance between the inside edges 
of the flanges (usually in inches)
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Fitment:

Now that you’re armed with the information it’s 
time to check out the fitment.

My car, a 1998 Boxster came from the factory 
with: 
Fronts: 7 x 17 – 55, bolt pattern: 5/130 
Rears: 8.5 x 17 – 50, bolt pattern: 5/130

That means that the fronts are 7 inches wide, 
they are 17 inches in diameter and have an offset 
of 55 mm.

The bolt pattern 5/130 means that the wheels 
have 5 lug holes equally spaced on an imaginary 
circle with a diameter of 130 mm.

A few years ago I needed an extra set of wheels 
for the track so I started looking and found a very 
nice set, at a good price, from a much newer 
2007 Cayman S which had the following specs:

Front: 7 x 17 – 55, bolt pattern: 5/130

Rear: 8.5 x 17 – 48, bolt pattern: 5/130

The question was would they fit?

The fronts were identical, so fitness was not an 
issue there.

The rears had an offset of 48 which is 2 mm less 
than the originals so that meant that the outside 
edge of the wheel would be 2 mm further into 
the wheel well.

I knew they would fit but I also wanted the 
wheels to fill out the fenders a little more so I 
decided to install spacers.

Our cars need to have Hub-Centric spacers so 
I purchased a set for my car which consisted of 
two 10 mm spacers and two 15 mm spacers.  
Then spacers are placed between the hub and 
the wheel and their function is to physically push 
out the wheel by their thickness.

I decided to put the 15s on the front and the 10s 
on the rear because that way the wheel wells 
would be filled just about right for my taste.

Keep in mind that when adding spacers you also 
have to replace the lugbolts with longer ones.  
Add the thickness of the spacer to the length of 
your bolts and that’s your new lugbolt length.  
You don’t have to replace the bolts if the spacer 
is 5mm or less.

For more information on wheels, Porches  and 
more, please visit my website:  
www PedrosGarage.com

Happy Porsche’ing,

Pedro

©2016 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com
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