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Mike Suttle
Region President

OK – so I am a little late in getting this article 
written. The week between Christmas and 
New Year’s just kind of evaporated – maybe 

you know how that can happen! 

Thankfully my personal main goal for 2016 
was met – getting to 2017! The rest of 2016 
was all pretty much gravy – a lot of good stuff  
– especially Porsche related. Today is the fi rst 
day of the new year, so the Christmas tree is still 
up, and the gym was open but would close at 3 
pm. So, Paula and I had my special homemade 
breakfast – eggs, bacon, toast and grits – did a 
little work, then to the gym. Right at 3 we were 
out and Paula looked at her email and LO! A 
message from Steve Waller saying he was going 
on a short drive out – anybody want to go? Of 
course, we were in – the Cayenne wanted to 
run – so we met at the Porsche dealer and three 
cars took off  towards Bernallio, Santa Ana and 
San Felipe Pueblos, Algodones, etc. So – the fi rst 
Porsche excursion of the year!

The biggest thing for Roadrunner Region in 
2017 will be the Roadrunner Region 50th 
Anniversary Fiesta New Mexico in late May. 
This will be a stellar event based in Santa Fe 
with 100 cars and 200 people attending. IF YOU 
HAVE NOT YET SIGNED UP DO IT SOON 
– slots are already half way fi lled. There will be 

socials/meals, drive outs, a Concours/ Show and 
Shine, Autocross, and more. Visit www.rrrpca.com 
for more details. 

The best thing to do is check the Roadrunner 
calendar on a regular basis. We will have monthly 
socials, drive outs, autocross, tech sessions, and 
more posted throughout the year. WE WANT 
TO SEE AS MANY OF OUR MEMBERS AS 
POSSIBLE AT THESE EVENTS!!

Speaking of Members, as of last week we had 401 
primary members – up a total of 6% including 
non-renewals and transfer outs – a new record. 
Thank you, Paul Teske, for keeping track as 
Membership Chair!

Speaking of “Thank You’s” – your Board of 
Directors works very hard over the year for 
you, our membership, to provide activities and 
our monthly newsletter, ”The Ramblings”, 
put together by Steve and Ann Waller. Marsha 
MenNe sets up the socials, James Wilson the 
autocross events, Yvonne Teske keeps track of our 
money, Willard MenNe keeps the meeting notes, 
George Watkins monitors safety, Harry Season 
makes sure the insurance is in force through PCA, 
Vance Bass fi lls the shoes of Vice President so I 
can delegate – and the Members At Large also 
contribute to the success of our region. So – how 
about getting in your Porsche and join us for 
what will surely be a wonderful Roadrunner 
region 2017!

This is January, 1 2017 – the “green fl ag has 
dropped” – and the race is on!

See you around…
Mike Suttle
President, Roadrunner Region, PCA
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Fifth Gear
        Steve Waller
             Editor

The year 2016 has come to a close.  For the 
Roadrunner Region and Ramblings it’s a time 
for planning for 2017.  How can we top 2016?  

Continue to provide the region with events and content 
that refl ect our excitement to be Porsche owners.

This year we will have some new contributors to 
Ramblings.  We have a new zone rep.  His name is 
Rich Sanders.  He has been a offi  cer in the Inter-
Mountain region of Utah for some time.  That region 
encompasses all of Utah and southwest Wyoming.  
I’ve met Rich at the yearly zone meetings and found 
him to be friendly and willing to engage with new 
folks.  Rich’s fi rst zone letter appears in this issue of 
Ramblings.  

We also have a couple region offi  cers that will be 
periodic contributors to Ramblings this year.  George 
Watkins is the Roadrunner Region new safety chair.  
George is getting going on responsibilities of the 
position and joining safety chair forums within PCA.  
His wife (and fi erce AX competitor) Evelyn  has taken 
on the position of Tech chair for the region.  Evelyn’s 
main job will be to coordinate Tech session events for 
the region.  The fi rst one is coming up in mid January.  
She may have access to some tech material through 
her connections also.  Speaking of tech articles we 
continue to have a great relationship with Pedro 
Bonilla, the tech writer for the Sun Coast region of 
south Florida.  Pedro will continue to send articles I 
request as he did this month.  

I attended the calendar planning meeting for the region 
in December.  We’ve laid out a template of regular 
activities, socials, autocross, and board membership 
meetings.  Over this template we cover drive outs, 
tech sessions and events that take place outside the 
region.  You can fi nd the 2017 region calendar in this 
Ramblings and on the region website at rrrpca.com.  
There are plenty of weekends available for members 
to submit activities.  I would suggest anyone contact 
Mike Suttle, or myself, or just come to the board / 
membership meeting on January 10th.  

Probably many members do some yearly event 
planning around this time also.  In this issue we have 
a great full page ad for Fiesta New Mexico and the 
schedule of events around this signature multi-day 
program.  Harry and Delores Season along with the 
Fiesta planning committee have done a great job of 
planning and getting all the details right to make this 
a national level-like Porsche event.  At this time we 
already have 50 plus cars entered from the region and 
around the country.  

For a quick look back at the last Roadrunner gathering 
of 2016 we’ve included a recap and pictures of the 
Holiday party.  We were gathered in the garden room 
of El Pinto for lunch and presentation of region 
awards.  

I hope your 2017 gets off  to a great start.  
Steve Waller
editor.ramblings@rrrpca.com

Note:The Ramblings editor reserves the right to edit member and other outside submissions for space and content.  If there is a reason to 
publish an article exactly as submitted please let us know.
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2016 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

January
Tuesday, January 10 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Saturday, January 14 Meet and Greet lunch The Range/Bernalillo

Saturday, January 21 Tech Session Four Seasons Cleaning

Saturday, January 28 Frostbite 1 Autocross Route 66 Casino

February
Thursday, February 16 Meet and Greet TBD

Tuesday, February 21 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thursday, February 23 Tech Session/Timing TBD

Saturday, February 25 Frostbite 2 Autocross Sandia Speedway

March
Saturday, March 11 Autocross School TBD

Saturday, March 12 Die Serie #1 Autocross TBD

Tuesday, March 14 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thursday, March 18 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, March 18 Drive out Unser Racing Museum

Wed-Sat., March 29- April 1 PCA Treffen Austin, Tx

April
Saturday, April 8 Die Serie #2 Farmington, NM

Sunday, April 9 Die Serie #3 Farmington, NM

Tuesday, April 11 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thursday, April 20 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, April 22 Tech session/ Legal update TBD

Please note:  Membership meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month.  
The location is the Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 8600 Academy 
Rd NE.  Our meeting room is in the education wing on the south side of the 
church. The meetings will start at 6:00pm. Don’t forget to attend the weekly 
lunch, every Wednesday at 11:15am, and the monthly breakfast the last 
Sunday of every month at 9:00am at the Owl Cafe, 800 Eubank Blvd NE.

Calendar continued on page 8
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May
Saturday, May 6 Tech session /Concours Prep TBD

Tuesday, May 9 Membership Meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thurs.-Sun., May 25-28 Fiesta New Mexico Santa Fe, NM

Saturday, May 27 Die Serie #4 Sandia Speedway

June
Saturday, June 10 Die Serie #5 Sandia Speedway

Tuesday, June 13 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thursday, June 15 New member luncheon Porsche of Albuquerque

July
Saturday, July 8 Die Serie #6 Route 66 Casino 

Sun-Sat, July 9-15 PCA Parade Spokane, Washington

Thursday, July 20 Meet and Greet TBD

August
Tuesday, August 8 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church

Saturday, August 12 Die Serie #7 Sandia Speedway

Sun.-Sat., Aug 14-19 Monterey Car Week Monterey, California

Sunday, Aug 27 Corrales Round up/Meet and Greet Corrales, NM

September
Tuesday, September 12 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church 

Thursday, September 14 Meet and Greet TBD

Wed.-Sat, Sept 20-23 PCA Treffen Asheville, North Carolina

Saturday, September 30 Die Serie #8 Farmington, NM

October
Sunday, October 1 Die Serie #9 Farmington, NM

Saturday, October 7 Balloon Fiesta Breakfast Porsche of Albuquerque

Tuesday, October 10 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Saturday, October 21 Chili cook off Steve and Ann Waller

Fri-Sun, Oct. 27-29 Oktoberfiesta Las Cruces, NM

Sunday, October 29 Die Serie #10 Deming/Arroyo Seco, NM

November
Tuesday, November 14 Membership meeting Heights Cumberland Church

Thursday, November 16 Meet and Greet TBD

Saturday, November 18 Die Serie #11 Sandia Speedway

December
Saturday, December 9 Holiday Party lunch TBD
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Do you enjoy attending Auto X or Socials or special RRR events?
Please contact me and tell me if you plan to photograph an event! 

Camera phone photos are acceptable as member snap shots but quality 
digital camera photos are always appreciated for events. If you want 
to shoot video you should be able to upload up to 30 second clips via 

dropbox or another service and we will post them on the website. 
Photo galleries sent will also be posted on the website as well as used 

in Ramblings. Most of our images as you know are mainly for fun, and 
archive purposes. We want to tell the story of our events with a goal of 
attracting new member participation because our events are a lot of fun.
Cover shots: send me your best work. Hi Rez jpgs emailed/dropboxed to 
me are the best. I will save them and use as needed throughout the year. 

Be sure to always include a photo credit as you want to be listed. 

ANY and ALL photos gratefully accepted. 
Please consider our new event calendar and contact me so we can designate you 
as the offi  cial photographer. We will need many photographers for Fiesta New 
Mexico 2017. If you are signed up to attend please plan to bring your camera 

and sign up to photograph some of the events at Fiesta as well.
Thank you so much! 

Ann Mulhern 
On behalf of Ramblings and the Website

Calling all Photographers!
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Happy New Year to our P-car lovers.  
The January Meet & Greet will be 
Jan. 14th, Saturday, 11:00 am, 

at The Range in Bernalillo.  
If you haven’t been to this restaurant, check out their info 

at www.rangecafe.com. We will meet in the Lizard Lounge, 
have separate checks, and there is parking in the front and 

back.

Start off  the New Year with good folks and good food.  
Please RSVP to mmilmen@gmail.com by Friday, January 13.

January Social - Come Join us!
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Roadrunners old and new came together to 
celebrate the Holiday season at El Pinto 
Restaurant.  Laughter, good cheer and 

not too many ugly sweaters highlighted our lunch 
celebration.  
The Garden room at El Pinto was decorated with the colors 
of the season.  A wonderful photo slide presentation of a year 
of Porsche and member highlights kept everyone entertained. 
Willard MenNe put together the slide slow and once again 
served as master of ceremonies and kept the program moving 
on schedule.  Marsha MenNe added color commentary and 
supervised the always popular raffl  e item giveaways.  The 
buff et at El Pinto featured New Mexican food, red, green 
and of course Christmas chile!  Following lunch Roadrunner 

Region President Mike Suttle reviewed some highlights 
from this past year and focused our attention on planning for 
2017.  Region awards recognizing excellence and service 
to the club were presented.   The following awards were 
presented, Enthusiast of the Year: Evelyn Watkins; Kim 
Harmon Driving Instructor of the Year: Bill Oakes; Family 
of the Year: Steve and Ann Waller; New Member of the Year: 
Sean Simpson; Worker of the Year: Evelyn Watkins and 
James Wilson tied; and Event of the Year: Corrales Round 
Up.   Thanks to everyone to contributed to the fun event.  
Especially Marsha MenNe for planning, organizing and 
taking care of all the details.  Everyone on the Roadrunner 
Region board wishes all the members a safe, healthy and 
happy 2017. 

Roadrunner Holiday Party 2016
story by Steve Waller, photos Ann Waller
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Happy New Year to all Zone 9 PCAers,

As the incoming Zone 9 rep, I just have to off er a huge thank 
you to Liz Shaw for all the work she has done during her four 
years as Zone 9 representative. I have on many occasions leaned 
on Liz as the “go to” expert to learn how to get things done. I 
know that many club offi  cers around the zone have done the 
same. We’ve also enjoyed seeing Liz at socials and rallies at 
IRPCA, and have also benefi tted from her support during PCA 
club races at Miller Motorsports Park. I expect that all other 
region offi  cials would have similar comments. If you have not 
already done it, please drop Liz a big thanks at 
LizShawsf@msn.com.

Now, here’s all you need to know about the new guy. I’m Rich 
Sanders. Originally from South Jersey and retired to Utah.  Let’s 
see, what else? Married. Two settled and out of the nest children- 
son 35; daughter 30.  And a totally understanding wife, Julie, 
who lives with an overgrown motorhead child of 65 years, and 
a 60 pound, 6 foot long Montrose Colorado born, Australian 
Bernedoodle lapdog, named Max. I love Porsches and PCA.

After retiring from 20 years of living in Minnesota, Julie and 
I came back to our home in Utah, a property that we held onto 
after a prior job assignment. Julie loves being outdoors and 
traveling all of the parks in the West, and I’m a pretty active 
skier. Most importantly though they built a 4.5 mile road course 
right down the road while we were gone ;-)  

As a motorhead, I’ve had a checkered past. Growing up in all 
over the East Coast, there was a British car phase (MG, Triumph, 
AH Bug-eyes, and an E-type Jaguar). Then moving to the 
Midwest whinterlands, dare wuz da Saab phase (Yah sure hue 
betcha!). 14 of them ran through the family. They were safe as a 
shipping container, quirky with lots of torque steer and turbo lag, 
and fun with lots of snow and ice. But the REALLY serious fun 
began in 2008 and 2009 with a Cayenne and a Boxster Spyder.  
Each has been since been upgraded.  A garage band named “Red 

Hot Chili” (a Guards Red Cayman R) and “Peppers” (a Sand 
Yellow 958 Cayenne) is now playing. I don’t intend to ever look 
back! 

As a PCA member, I joined Minnesota’s Nord Stern Region in 
2011. Upon retiring back to Utah in 2012, I became active on the 
IRPCA board, serving as co-chair of the autocross committee, 
followed by 2 years as VP and then as club president. I love 
to track and autocross regularly and am a certifi ed PCA DE 
instructor. I’ve asked Santa for a bigger tire budget for 2017.

I’ve enjoyed getting to know a lot of terrifi c folks in PCA along 
the way. Building a wonderful base of friends in retirement has 
been as rewarding as all of the driving events. It’s absolutely true 
that it’s not just about the cars, it’s about the people. I’m stoked 
about this assignment, and feel honored to have been chosen to 
serve. I hope that I can maintain the level of support that Liz has 
off ered during her time on the job.

I’m looking forward to meeting many of you in the upcoming 
year.

Rich Sanders

In the Zone
Rich Sanders

Zone 9 Rep

Hot Chili” (a Guards Red Cayman R) and “Peppers” (a Sand 
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Porsche has paid tribute to the 
outstanding achievements 
of teams and drivers during 

2016 at the Night of Champions 
motorsport gala in Weissach. On this 
occasion, the new driver lineup for 
the 2017 season was announced.

Porsche Motorsport LMP will return in 2017 
as the defending champions to tackle the 
nine rounds of the FIA World Endurance 
Championship WEC. The two Porsche 919 
Hybrids will again compete with the starting 
numbers one and two. The most signifi cant 
change in both LMP1 racing cars can be 
found in the cockpit. After the departure 
of Romain Dumas, Marc Lieb and Mark 
Webber from the LMP1 driver lineup, three 
newcomers will join the crew. Two hail from 
Porsche’s existing factory driver squad: 
the New Zealander Earl Bamber (26) and 
Britain’s Nick Tandy (32). Both have already 
gained a wealthy of experience in the 919 
Hybrid. In 2015, they joined forces with the 

Formula 1 pilot Nico Hülkenberg to contest 
the 24 Hours of Le Mans in a third Porsche 
LMP1 and clinched a commanding victory.

The third recent addition, André Lotterer 
(35), has climbed to the top step of the Le 
Mans podium three times and was crowned 
champion of the WEC in 2012 as an Audi 
works driver. Lotterer and Tandy will 
share driving duties in the #1 Porsche 919 
Hybrid with the reigning World Endurance 
Champion Neel Jani (32). Joining the two 
New Zealanders Earl Bamber and Brendon 
Hartley (27) in the cockpit of the #2 vehicle 
is Timo Bernhard (35) from Germany. 
Thanks to continuing development, next 
year’s 919 represents another step in 
its technological evolution, featuring a 
completely new colour design, an optimised 
aerokit, and the complete overhaul of almost 
all components. The vehicle will be offi  cially 
unveiled on 23 March at the WEC prologue, 
which is held for the fi rst time in Monza, 
Italy.

Porsche Strengthens Driver Lineup
story and picture porsche.com
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Get Ready, Set, Go!

It’s been said, “You 
can’t go autocross 
racing without a trusty 

set of wheels, and don’t 
want to be the one stranded 
on the side of the course 
after leaking oil for half a 
lap.” Regardless of the car, 

all vehicles need to be ready to play. This 
year we will be requiring tech inspection at 
the track as well as beforehand to be sure 
vehicles are in the best condition for the 
safety of all concerned. We want at least two 
volunteers as tech inspectors (in addition to 
the drivers) to come for an hour or so before 
each autocross event. The same people do 
not have to come for all events. 

On Saturday, January 21st Lee Stauff acher will 
share his expertise, leading us through how to 

inspect a car to PCA autocross standards. The 
session will start at 10 am at Michael Galaviz’s 
business, Four Seasons Cleaning, 5600 McLeod Rd 
NE, Ste B, Albuquerque. If you will be a driver or 
volunteer tech inspector, this session is defi nitely 
for you!
Inspection topics include: helmets, seatbelts/
harnesses, roll bars/cages, windshields/windows, 
brakes, brake fl uid, battery, gas caps, fl uid leaks, 
throttle return, steering and suspension, camber (on 
356), wheel bearings, wheels, tires, exhaust, doors, 
hood and deck lids, rust, car numbers, and muffl  ers.
Other tech sessions will be held throughout 2017. 
Not all will be related to autocross. Plans are to 
have training on autocross computerized timing 
equipment (Feb), autocross course design (March), 
traffi  c law updates/personal protection (April),  
concours prep (May), aluminum repair (June), and 
Porsche model identifi cation (we ladies asked for 
this!).  PCA has all sorts of DVDs of historical 
races and models, and other things we can get. Let 
us know what your interests are and we’ll try to  
accommodate them.

story by Evelyn Watkins

II
set of wheels, and don’t set of wheels, and don’t 
want to be the one stranded want to be the one stranded 
on the side of the course on the side of the course 
after leaking oil for half a after leaking oil for half a 
lap.” Regardless of the car, lap.” Regardless of the car, 
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Attention Roadrunners who do 
Porsche restoration  

Do you have some before and after restoration 
pictures?  The public relations, marketing fi rm 

Loka Creative from Santa Fe is looking for some 
before and after pictures.   The company has 

been asked by Valvoline to see if they can send 
some pictures to be published on the Valvoline 

Garage Facebook page.  The page has about 
650,000 followers.  The pictures will be used 
on social media and credit can be given or can 

post anonymously.  Might be a great way to 
have your special resto job get some national 
attention.  Loka Creative also does work for 

Porsche of Albuquerque.  If you would like to 
pursue this contact via e-mail Julie Ruth at julie@

lokacreative.com

Before/After
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SANTA FE MAY 25-28, 2017
Presented by Porsche of Albuquerque

Celebrate the 2017 Fiesta New Mexico at the Hilton Santa Fe 
Historic Plaza Hotel in beautiful Santa Fe, NM! It’s the 50th Year of 
Roadrunner Region hospitality and fun!

• Concours
• Autocross
• Landmarks Rally
• Beautiful New Mexico Drive Outs

There will be a Welcome Reception, Continental breakfasts and 
Awards Banquet. You will definitely want the commemorative 
t-shirts and other goodie bag items, all included.

COME CELEBRATE THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
ROADRUNNER REGION AT THIS PREMIER EVENT!

 Registration will be through 
motorsportreg.com

http://www.motorsportreg.com/
events/2017-rrr-pca-fiesta-new-
mexico-hilton-santa-fe-historic-

plaza-roadrunner-027901

Plan to register early- we can 
accommodate a maximum 

of 100 cars at our event. 

The Roadrunner Region 
is proud to announce 

that the artwork for this 
event, which will be on our 

commemorative t-shirts, 
will be produced by world-

famous Porsche artist, 
Nicolas Hunziker. 

You can see more of Nicolas’ 
art at this site: 

nicolashunziker.com
and be sure and visit his store to 
see his collection of t-shirts and, 

newly available, footwear. 

Nicolas has done the artwork 
for the first three Porsche Werks 

Reunions held in Monterey, 
CA during the Pebble Beach 

Concours d’Elegance Car 
week, and we are immensely 
proud that he will be doing 

the artwork for our 2017 Fiesta 
New Mexico event. The 2017 
Fiesta New Mexico t-shirts will 
certainly be a collector’s item 
and will only be available to 

Fiesta New Mexico registrants 
(and co-registrants) by 
attending our event.

There is a lot to do in Santa Fe, NM. You may want to come 
early and stay late to really enjoy the trip. Below are some 

helpful links to help you plan your trip.
https://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/Things_to_Do/Tours/index.html
https://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/Self_Guided_Tours/index.html

https://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/Museums/index.html
https://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/Dine/index.html

https://santafe.org/Visiting_Santa_Fe/Galleries/index.html
http://www.visitalbuquerque.org

http://taos.org
https://www.newmexico.org/videos/

http://www.newmexico.org
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FIESTA NEW MEXICO 2017 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Presented by Porsche of Albuquerque

Thursday, May 25, 2017
3 PM – 7 PM: Registration 
and Welcome Party
7 PM: Dinner on your own
 

Friday, May 26, 2017
7 AM – 8 AM: Continental 
breakfast at the Hilton Hotel
8 AM – 1 PM: Concours 
d’Elegance on the Plaza
2 PM – 5 PM: Driving tours  
(to be announced at a later date)

7 PM: Dinner on your own
 

Saturday, May 27, 2017
7 AM – 8 AM: Continental breakfast at the Hilton Hotel
8 AM – 4 PM: Autocross at Sandia Speedway, Albuquerque
10 AM – 3 PM: Driving tours (to be announced at a later date)

7 PM: Dinner on your own
 
Sunday, May 28, 2017
7 AM – 8 AM: Continental breakfast at the Hilton Hotel
10 AM – 2 PM: Landmarks Rally (self-guided tour with questions to answer)

6 – 9 PM: Awards Banquet at the Hilton Hotel

version12/5/16
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Membership 
    Report
                     Paul Teske     
                      Membership Chair 
          Pteske@comcast.net   

As Membership Chair I would like to welcome the new and transferred in members to the Roadrunner Region. 

I would like to invite all the membership to “try us on” at one of the many club events scheduled soon at a 
local venue near you!

You can fi nd the schedule of upcoming events on the Roadrunner website at www.rrrpca.com.

I would like to extend an enthusiastic welcome these new members and those who 
have joined us from another region!

Additionally farewell to those transferring to other regions….we hope to see you 
soon at a regional or national event!

Again check out our great Website at www.rrrpca.com for all the scheduled events 
and come on out and have some fun!

Please be safe in your travels….. we will see you at one of our many scheduled 
Regional events hopefully soon!

National Standings for January 2017
Primary Members      75750
Affi  liate Members      43148

Region Standings for January 2017
Primary Members 396  
Affi  liate Members 239
Total Members  635

New Members:    
George Rutherford  2009 Black Boxster
Gary Sanford  2008 Midnight Blue Carrera S 

   

Transfers In:   
None                                    

Transfers Out: 
None
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NEW! 
  Roadrunner Porsche Club 
Welcome Roadrunners!
Your Roadrunner Porsche Club has a new website that should 
allow all of us easier navigation and at the same time provide 
you with the  information you want to see.

Our web address has changed to: 
rrrpca.com
You no longer have to login to download the Ramblings.
We will have a single password protecting the documents containing club 
members’ personal email and phone number or address information. Please 
email the webmaster to receive the password if you do not have one or it 
does not work. This password will work until the next time I change it for 
security reasons, and you will all be notifi ed only by email when a password 
change is made. Please do not share this access password with non-members.
When you go to our new website you will see a menu bar at the top of your screen.
This is one way to navigate this website. Clicking on the diff erent tabs and their drop down menus will move you between the 
pages.
You will also see large images and the home page allows for you to scroll down the home page and click on many of the menu 
tabs to see the latest information. Click on any of these sections and you are then taken to that page of information.
Try clicking around--explore the site. Please send comments or issues to me. We have tested this on many diff erent devices but 
not every device that everyone uses.
Our goal was to create a website that is easier to manage and easier for members to fi nd the information they need. It is our 
hope that you will use it more often, and be able to benefi t from the posts and information.
We hope that you enjoy the new design, and fi nd it easier to use going forward. 
On behalf of the Board,
Thank you!
webmaster@rrrpca.com
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FOR SALE

2006 Porsche Cayman S, 2-door hatchback coupe with 89,490 miles for sale for 
$22,850 OBO.  Single owner and clean title available.  Beautiful and rare cobalt blue 
exterior with gray interior.  Six-speed manual transmission with six-cylinder 3.4L 
mid-engine.  All service records available, and all service done by local Porsche 
dealership.  Dual power seats and windows, A/C, cruise control, leather seats, seat 
heaters, premium 19” alloy wheels, Power door and remote locks with two keys, 
automatic rear spoiler, CD audio, ABS brakes, Traction Control, Stability Control.  
Four air bags.  Trunk space in both the front and back.  Tires recent and in good 
condition.  This Porsche always garaged and lived in dry New Mexico climate.  
VIN#: WP0AB29826U785397.

Call Ned (505)238-4286; email: ned@ngodshall.com

2006 Porsche Cayman S
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If your car’s suspension creaks, 
squeals and grunts like the famous 
1930 Wramblin’ Wreck Ford from 

Georgia Tech (Go Jackets!) when you 
go over a bump or when turning the 
wheel, it’s probably just a dried out 
(ball) joint in one of its suspension 
components.

So, just replace the component, right?
Well ... maybe there’s something else you can do to 
extend the life of the part, save some money but more 
importantly: Quiet down the creaking!

On the newer Porsches there are no lube points in the 
suspension as in  the old (‘70s) cars.  The ball joints come 
with a “lifetime lubrication” which generally comes well 
short of the car’s life.

These components with ball joints, such as: control arms, 
trailing arms, wishbones, anti-sway bar droplinks, etc. are 
quite extensive and expensive and replacing them will 
generally also require an alignment since the suspension 
geometry will change with the installation of the new part.  
For instance, here are the components on one the rear 
corners.  The front has similar parts as well.
I’ve highlighted the components with ball joints.

The ball joint itself is generally protected by a rubber boot 
(dust cover) which can deteriorate with time or can be 
damaged by debris or by the improper use of tools, then 
the tear in the boot allows the grease to dry up quicker and 
the creaking begins.
Even without any damage to the boot, when the “lifetime” 
grease in these ball joints starts to dry out your car will let 
you know with very loud and embarrassing creaking.
If you don’t want to replace the component(s) you can fix 
it quickly and inexpensively yourself.  
All you need to do is put some quality grease back into the 
joint.  You can do this without removing any parts.
If the boot is torn you’ll also need to reseal the tear with 
silicone sealant or similar after you repack with grease.

Tech Tips from Pedro

Ramblin’ Wreck
 by Pedro P. Bonilla GCR PCA
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To have access to these components you just need to jack 
up the offending corner and remove the wheel.  
You will be able to access the wishbone and track arm ball 
joints which are the main culprits (highlighted in yellow).
The control arm (highlighted in red) needs to be accessed 
from underneath the car, but this joint generally lasts a lot 
longer than the others and when it wears, it doesn’t creak 
or squeal, it clunks and rattles when going over rough 
terrain.

To take care of these issues yourself, with very little 
money, purchase a mini grease gun with a needle adapter 
which is made for this purpose.  You can get it at most 
auto parts stores.  The needle makes such a small hole in 
the rubber boot that it seals itself after greasing without 
the need for silicone or glue.
Use a good quality “moly” grease.  Inject grease until it 
starts to ooze out of the boot.
That’s it. Cured!

But if the groaning is due to the turning of the steering 
wheel, then most likely the issue is in the upper strut 
bearing (highlighted in green).
This is not a sealed bearing so it collects dust and 
grime with mileage.  If not cleaned and repacked it will 
eventually lead to bearing damage.
The cure for this one is much more involved than that of 
the simple injection of grease, as explained above.
This bearing needs to be removed, cleaned and repacked 
with grease.  After it is reassembled, an alignment needs to 
be performed because the strut has to be removed to allow 
access to the bearing.
Once the strut is moved, the alignment is off, so it has to 
be reset.

Generally these creaking sounds start to appear at around 
100,000 miles and once they start they will get worse until 
fixed.

Avoid the temptation of trying to squirt a little WD-40 into 
the joint as a quick way to cure it.  Contrary to popular 
belief, WD-40 is not a lubricant!  
WD stands for Water Displacement, and was developed to 
dry-out components, not to lubricate them.

This fix works! I guarantee it!
When my car started to sound like the Ramblin’ Wreck 
from Georgia Tech, I did what I described above and it 
immediately quieted down my ride.  
That was some years ago with 110,000 miles on the 
odometer.
I must admit that I had to repeat the procedure once more, 
last week, but now with the odometer showing 231,000 
miles.

To learn more about the suspension in your car, please 
visit my website at: wwwPedrosGarage.com.

Happy Porsche’ing,
Pedro

©2010 Technolab / PedrosGarage.com
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Call 954.385.0330 technolab/pedrosgarage
Florida Pre-Purchase Inspections (PPI)

technolab

954.385.0330 • www.PedrosGarage.com

We also offer: Bolt-on HP kits, ECU Chip, HID/LED 
Performance Parts, Brake Caliper Restoration & Painting, 
AX & DE Magnetic Bras and Numbers, much more.

PedrosGarage

FREE DIY tutorials
and technical info
on our website.

The IMS bearing fix: DOF

 We carry the techNOwind  clear windstop for 981

We have the technoFix
IMS bearing Direct Oil Feed
solves the lubrication issue

of the bearing affordably
fits all ‘97-’08 Porsches

IMS bearing Direct Oil Feed
solves the lubrication issue
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You CAN enjoy a 4-color printed 
copy of Roadrunner Ramblings 

every month by ordering it here!
It’s easy!  It should cost less than $10, plus shipping.
1. Go to your computer.
2. Enter www.magcloud.com.
3. Set up an account with a credit card.
4. Search for Roadrunner Ramblings and you’ll see all the 2015-2016 issues.
5. Browse the issues and select the issue you’d like to have a beautiful 
      hard copy of.
6. Fill out the order form.
7. Our copy arrived about a week later, and it’s gorgeous!

Important Documents 
available in the Members 
Only section of the website.
  Current Roadrunner Financials
  Minutes from All Board Meetings
  Current Membership Directory
  Region Deadlines and Information

You don’t need a login to download the 
Ramblings. Refer to your “welcome new 
member” email OR  the “new website” 
email for the security password required to 
view any member documents or member 
information. OR contact 
ann@mulhernadvertising.com
Thank you!
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We Need Your Photos 

and Stories!

Ramblings is always looking for PCA   
members’ contributions!  Got anything you 
think might be interesting? 
Send it in to Ann Mulhern at 
ann@mulhernadvertising.com

We’d love to see it!
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10%
Presenting Sponsor for Fiesta New Mexico 2017


